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EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY

TUESDAY, AUGUST 18, 1970

U.S. SENATE,
Surrcr CoMMIITEE ON
Equarn EpucarioNan OQrrorruNiTyY,
Washington, D.C.

The select committee met at 10 a.m., pumrsuant to recess, in room
1318, New Senate Office Building, Senator Walter F. Mondale (chair-
man of the select committee) presiding.

Present: Senators Mondale and Javits.

Staff members present: William C. Smith, staff director and gen-
cral counsel; Leonard P. Strickman, minority counsel; and .Josué
Gonziilez, director of special studies.

Senator MoxpaLE. The committee will come to cvder.

This morning, we begin hearings into »n area which I think has
desperately needed serious attention by the Federal Goverrment;
namely, the situation of equal educational opportunity as it :.Fects
the second laxgest minority in the United States, the Mexican
American community.

We have as our panel this morning Dr. David Sanchez, member
of the Board of Education, San Franecisco, Calif, Dr. Edward
Moreno, professor of Mexican American studies at the San Fernando
Valley State College, Northridge, Calif., and Dr. Jose A. Cardenas,
%1pe1'intencle11t, Edgewood Independent School District, San Antonio,

eX. ‘

T understand Dr. Sanchez will lead off with the testimony. Proceed
as you wish.

Would you pull the microphone closer to-you, please ?

STATEMENT OF DR. DAVID SANCHEZ, MEMBER, BOARD OF EDU-
CATION, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF., ACCOMPANIED BY DR. JOSE
A. CARDENAS, SUPERINTENDENT, EDGEWO00D INDEPENDENT
SCHOOL DISTRICT, SAN ANTONIO, TEX., AND EDWARD MORENO,
PROFESSOR OF MEXICAN AMERICAN STUDIES, SAN FERNANDO
VALLEY STATE COLLEGE, NORTHRIDGE, CALIF.

Dr. Sancuez. I have a prepared statement that I would like to ask
be recorded.

Senator MonpaLe. It will be included in the record as though read.
I would appreciate it, however, if you would go over it fairly fully,
because while I am sure it is quite well known to you, it is not to us.

Dr. Sancrez. I will bear that in mind.

(2389)
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My culleagues this morning will be covering specific areas. I will
perhaps be presenting the basic overview of the educational system
as it applies to our Spanish-speaking people. i

I am very pleased to appear before this committee teday to discuss
concepts regarding equal educational opportunity.

EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY AND SPANISII AMERICANS

The concept of equal opportunity has had traditiotial value in
America. Actunlizing the concept has not yet been accomplished. Tn
the past, obstacles were formidable. The Spanish-speaking person,
as well as all poor and minority persons, were denied equsi oppor-
tunity. In order to change unfair practices, they must be attacked
from many different sides--at the various levels of education and
employment and by an attempt to begin a mutual learning process
with the poor and minority communities themselves. I am encouraged
by the interest this committee is generating by formulating long-
range objectives toward improving the lot of the Spanish-speaking
American.

I speak to you for three reasons: I believe that we all share, at
least in principle, the beiief that all citizens must be equally granted
the opportunity to pursue their chosen destiny; I believe that in the
past decade we have begun to focus on the lack of equal opportunity
and to realize that a solution has become a nationsl priority if our
domestic crises and turmoil are to be resolved; and I believe that the
problems of overcoming traditional lack of equal opportunity for
our Spanish-speaking citizens cannot be solved within the frame-
work of one discipline—neither solely law, wur education, nor
economics, '

LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

Some progress has been made, but changing the patterns of a
nation cannot be successful until all its citizens realize its injustices,
desire to change, and participate in the changing.

If a child of Spanish-speaking descent is tc have equal educational
opportunities, the traditional slant of Anglo-oriented public educa-
tion must be righted at all levels, beginning with elementary
schools. Public education has operated under the invalid premise that
the Spanish-speaking child, primarily the Mexican American and
Puerto Rican, is not capable of learning.

Senator MonpaLe. That is a pretty rough charge.

Dr. Sancmez. To support the validity of this premise, educators
point continually to the low reading-achievement level of Spanish-
speaking children, and I will go into this.

Senator MoNDALE. Yes.

MEXICAN AMERICANS: EDUCATIONAL LEVEL

- Dr. Sancmrz. The Jow educational attainments for the majority of
Latin American students are 8.4 grades in California, 7.0 grades in
Illinois. Educators also find small numbers of our children in

“academic tracks”: while only 1.5 percent of our students are enrolled .

in the nine campuses of the University of California system, Spanish-

1 4
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speaking children constitute nearly 15 percent of the total student
population at the secondary level.

We find an almost nonexistent professional core of Spanish-
speaking professionals—potential agents of change, such as physi-
cians, school superintendents, professors, deans of respected schools,
college and company presidents, and high-ranking decisionmakers
in key government positions. Vehicles in attempts to generate this
kind of professional nucleus have primarily been public educational
institutions.

MEXICAN AMERICAN EDUCATION . FEDER ‘1, ASSISTANCE

One factor which provides partial explanation for the low pur-
centage of Sllmnish-speaking professionals, is the low incidence of
their being the recipient of Federal assistance to any substantial
degree. Nor do Spanish-speaking people have the economic base to
operate their own institutions of higher learning.

Senator Monpare. When you say recipient of Federal assistance, -

are you talking about student assistance?
Dr. SancuEez. In reference to loans and grants, yes.
Senttor MonpaLe. Work study opportunities and the rest?
Dr. Sancuez. Yes. I will be going into that a little more as we
proceed.
Senator Monpare. All right.

MEXICAN AMERICAN STUDENTS

Dr. Sancimez. The Spanish-speaking child is found in large num-

bers in classes for the mentally retarded or the educationally handi-

capped. In 1968, studies such as the NEA’s ptnjected 50 percent of
Spanish-speaking children would drop out of sct.ool by the age of 16.
Tloday, the dropout rate is even more acute: 60 to 70 percent in high
schools with large numbers of Spanish-speaking students.

Truancy and suspensions are such that some educators say that the
Spanish-speaking child “cannot learn” for he has “no desire or
motivation to learn.”

While calling attention to our small numbers in higher education
and in the professions, the educator points with accuracy to the
concentration of Latin Americans in Federal and State prisons.
What is less frequently Poiuted out is that our young men constituted
20 percent of Vietnam’s casualties in 1969, from California alone.
This is the typical pattern of the “underprivileged” class and its
minority members: small numbers in higher education and the pro-
fessions, great numbers in prisons and wars, in either of which they
may land by coincidence, it does not much signify which. The Span-
ish-speaking Amerivan thus becomes a victim of that which he
defends: a system that has deprived him of equal educational oppor-
tunity and access to a solid economic base.

LANGUAGE AND CULTURE: PUBLIC SCHOOL INSENSITIVITY

Senator MonpaLE. What does MR. stand for—mental retardation ?
Dr. SancrEz. Yes. We have fewer children in higher education,
and basically the child is looked on as defective.

NP RSP
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The injuries of the Latin American child have been inflicted by
those who have claimed to teach and motivate himn, and who have,
in reality, alienated him, and destroyed his identity through the
subtle rejection of his language (waich nobody speaks), his culture
(which nobody understands), and ultimately, him (whom nobady
values).

TEACHING AND MEXICAN AMERICAN SEGREGATION

Senator Moxpare. Lets turn for a moment to the mental retarda-
tion situation. In Texas, they have State aid which pays for the
special class, the dumb class, as it is thought of by the kids and
their parents, Many parents believe their children are placed in these
special classes not because they are dumb, but because they can’t
speak English the way the tencKer wants them td’speak it. The easy
solution for the teacher is to dump a child with a language problem
in a special class.

One father told me that his child tested at something like a 115 or
120 IQ, which would mean a bright child, and for some years she
has been in the dumb class becanse of her language difficulty.

Is that a common occurrence ?

Dr. Sancarz. Well, in California, as an example, in the case of
Mendez v. West Minister in Orange County (this was an actual case
tried in California in 1947), the children of Spanish-speaking parents
were not allowed to participate in the same classes as other childyen,

In 1949, Carey McWilliams wrote his book, North From Mexico.
He wrote of nll of the problemns we are again documenting here
today. Yet in May of this year X received a memo from the Director
of the Office for Civil Rights. Title VI compliance reviews “have
revealed a number of common practices which have the cffect of
denylinﬁ equality of educational opportunity to Spanish-surnamed
pupils.

These practices, in theory, should have been eliminated with the
passage of title VY of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Awareness of
the problems faced by our Spanish-speaking minority has been
achieved only after a long and painful process, a process which
cannot continue much longer without responsive action. People
have had to wage a long hard struggle to gain freedoms which have
already been provided to them by law,

“Equality of opportunity” is a nebulous phrase, usually defined
in the negative. School boards and educational institutions are told
what not to do regarding the Spanish-speaking child. If they are not
being sued, they assume they are doing the right thing. A massive
programn of educating toward more positive goals than simply stay-
Ing out of trouble is immediately in order: a nationwide effort at
action rather than reaction.

Forexample:

School districts should not assign Spanish-speaking students to classes for .

the mentally retarded on the basis of English language skills

might be a wise addition to the gnidelines regarding the use of valid
Spanish language examination, bilingual education and possibilities
for funding these new programs,

To our Spanish-speaking citizen, “equal opportunity” will not be
more than a cliché if we do not provide the basis for change. The
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report of the American Medical Colleges Tagk Force to the Inter-
Associntion Committee on Expanding Educational Opportunities in
Medicine for Blacks and Ot&ler Minority Students mdicated the
necessity for Spanish-speaking students to realize their potential
and to De made aware that opportunities do exist.

TEACIIERS AND SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION : MEXICAN AMERICAN

It is necessary to convinece a population which has experienced
traditional diserimination that change is occurring. To gain their
trust, Spanish-speaking agents of learning should be immediately
involved to serve as role models—realistic examples of existing
opportunities would include Spanish-speaking educators and para-
professionals from all levels of education, and professionals and
semiprofessionals of all fields.

Employees of Spanish-speaking descent are needed in all areas
hecanse of language barriers. While many young Chicanos and
Latinos do spealk Engiish, Spanish is spoken by their parents and
in tueir neighborhood. If we are truly to accept the Spanish-speaking
child. we must not initially diseriminate against o segment of his
family, which affects his motivation and i(Tentity.

LANGUAGE AND CULTURE: TESTING

One girl who tested at 64, when retested scored 124.

Senator Monpare. In other words, this girl when administered an
English test, scored 64, which would be subnormal, but when given a
test in her own language, she ended up with 124¢ '

Dr. Saxcuez. Something like 124, or 122.

Senator Moxpavre. In short, she is a very bright. child, but her former
score indicates the degree to which testing bias and language bias
can affect the evaluation of a child’s abilities, does it not?

Dr. Sawcurz. Yes. This relates not only to the person who ad-
ministers the test, but this also pertains specifically, to the test and
to the student. Hopefully funds will be allocated to develop new
instruments of learning to test our urban children who are Spanish-
speaking.

Instead of taking the test and translating it into Spanish, which
doesn’t help that much, we are talking about cross-cultural patterns.
This has been one of our major concerns.

Senator MonparE. You think most Mexican children are tested in
this earlier, less satisfactory way, that is, the English Stanford-Binet,
with nonculturally sensitive personnel?

Mz, Sancnez. 1 really don’t know from that viewpoint. I would
say in reference to California there has been significant concern
among our Mexican American Spanish-speaking e%illllcatx)rs, so that
this year we have declared a moratorium on that testing through the
State board of education, until new instruments of measurement are
designed, hopefully by Spanish-speaking psychologists and psycho-
metrists who measure the children in culturally familiar areas.

Senator Monpate. Is that a state responsibility in California ¢

-
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Dr. Sancuez. We made it a state responsibility. Yet many of the
funds are allocated from the Federal Government to the State in
reference to some of these classes.

Senator MonpaLe. Any of you may repond to these questions.

TRACKING AND TESTING: FINANCIAL INCENTIVES

Mr. Moreno. I would like to respond. There is another facet. In
California, there are extra funds above the normal amount of money
allocated for children, for the EMR children, so you get your normal
stipend, and you get X number of dollars more, so it is very con-
venient to corral blacks, whites and Mexicans and put them in EMR
classes. You don’t have to tell anybody what the kids are doing. You
can jazz it up, and make it look like a pilot program.

Senator Monpare. So there is an incentive to find a child dumb.
Isn’t this true in Texas, too?

Dr. Carpenas. Yes. The Stanford Binet or the Wexler test, which
is even worse, because it is more verbal, and in my opinion, more
invalid, are what are used.

The recent attempts to measure in Spanish leave a lot to be de-
sired. I think that when you administer a test which is verbal in the
English language you are not acknowledging the existence of, let’s
say, the Spanish language domain.

When you reverse this and administer a test in Spanish, you are
not allowing for any development or experience that has been ac-
quired and 1s being sampled by an intelligence test in the English
language.

Therefore, I think the test that has to be administered is going to
have to be a lot more sophisticated than just a translation and re-
standardization of the test.

Senator MonparLe. Would a local school district in Texas be re-
warded financially from the State by finding a higher ratio of men-
tally retarded children? I don’t mean they do it deliberately, but
would the result be that the more mentally retardzsd they find, the
more State aid they get? -

TRACKING AND CHICANO SELF-IMAGE

Dr. Carpenas. To a certain extent, yes. One of the problems is,
that once a child has been placed in one of these classes, the level of
expectancy is so low that f have a feeling that if they stay there a
cméple of years they are bound to get mentally retarded.

enator Monpare. So, it is sort of a self-fulfilling prophesy.

Proceed. :

TEACHERS AND SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION

Dr. SancHez. To gain the trust of the I.atin American student,
Spanish-speaking parents must be involved in the schools at all
levels. This is the concept of differential staffing—which proposes the
use of Spanish-speaking paraprofessionals, and parents to form sup-
portive services for both teachers and administrators, and the creation
of an effective communications system for those children who speak

. Spanish.
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COMMUNITY CONTROL AND INVOLVEMENT

For instance, in San Francisco, we have close to 65 percent
Spanish-speaking children in Buena Vista Elementary School. Par-
ents have become an integral part of the school’s total educational
process. They offer role models for the children, participate In the
system of bilingual communication operating in the school and play
an active role in the school’s decisionmaking. Parent participation n
school policy and decisionmaking would be an essential goal in
future bicultural scheol models.

BILINGUAL EDUCATION

Preliminary test results show that significant gains have been
made in reading and writing for our bilingual children in San
Francisco public schools. Differential staffng is expanding in San
Francisco, but it requires retraining of the teacher and administrator
to allow them to function flexibly in the new staffing system, which
incorporates the talents of the parents and community into the school.

Because the Spanish-speaking student can come from any of a
multiplicity of Spanish-speaking cultures, the inore flexibility and
alternative programs offered to students training in bilingual educa-
tion, the more successful and far-reaching the programs will be.

T would like to take a minute to discuss programs in San Francisco.

TEACHERS AND SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION : FEDERAL AND STATE ROLES

There is a need for funding of potential administrators of Spanish-
speaking descent to become school site administrators. Some formal
program would have to be worked out with an institution of higher
learning. As an example, in San Francisco, we have various pro-
grams at the University of San Francisco, and also at the University
of California at Berkeley, and at Stanford University, programs:
which offer administrative interns as teachers for our elemnentary and
secondary schools. :

Unfortunately, because of our budget cuts, and those of the State

and Federal Governments, we have had to terminate all minority

administrative interns for this academic year. We feel there is a.

critical need to provide Spanish-speaking administrators, partic-
ularly males, in tﬁe elementary division. Unless funds are allocated
through the Office of Education for this, we feel there will be no
significant gains in the area of teaching Spanish-speaking children.

Tt should also be noted that all three institutions: UC, USF and
Stanford—recipients of Federal funds for training grants—have yet:
to hire a Spanish-speaking faculty member in their respective depart-
ments of educational administration.

Another criticism I have in reference is the fact that in none of
the three institutions’ schools of education, neither that of the Uni-
versity of San Francisco, the University of California or Stanford
University, do we have one Spanish-speaking faculty member.

Senator MonpaLkE. How could that be possible when one considers
the extremely large Mexican American population in Californiat
It is almost impossible to believe that you don’t have a single Chicano
member on any of those faculties?
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Dr. Sancurz. In Berkeley in the school of education, there are
none. Ir. the Stanford School of Education, there are none. At the
Universivy of San Francisco, there are none.

Senato: *onpaLe. How is it justified?

Dr. Sancrrz. In some institutions, for example, like UC at River-
side, there have been movements to get competent Chicanos, and they
have been doing it. In northern California, the trend has been slower,
becanse we are not viewed as being a major force.

But this in itself, Senator, is a concern, because when our kids see
this, our kids say, you know, “My God, we can’t succeed, there 1s
nobody there.” )

Latin Americans should be included in staffs of schools purporting
to offer solutions to the problems of the Spanish-speaking child. The
Office of Education continually funds programs in schools with no
Spanish-speaking faculty members. Chicano faculty members in
California colleges have been acutely aware of this and have warned
the Office of Education again and again that it should take a close
look at the affirmative action of the institutions they are funding—
not only should the colleges be developing research, they should be
creating programs to train our administrators, teachers, and para-
professionals; and using Latin American talent in the training
process.

Unless a significant Spanish-speaking representation appears on
faculties of schools receiving funds, moneys should not be going to
these colleges, universities or medical schools until they comply.

Senator Mowpare. Which office would you identify in the Office
of Education as being the least sensitive?

Dr. Savcnez. T would say in passing, and I don’t have the figures,
I would just say that perhaps your committee could request the
staffing patterns of the U.S. Office of Eduncation in the various re-
gions, both in monitoring and assessment as far as they affect us,
and I think you might be surprised.

Senator Monpare. We will write them a letter and ask them for an
answer to that.

Dr. Saxcurz. Recently, attention has turned toward student and
faculty racial imhalance in elementary, and secondary schools. Public
institutions of higher learning are guilty of this as well. To dény
employment or admission in schools of higher education is to deny
equal opportunity; tlds practice will trap the Spanish-speaking
minority into jobs requiring only a high school education.

In attempting to reach a solution to the problem, the University
of California at San Francisco began a minority recruitment pro-
gram. This occurred after an investigation of the ethnic representa-
tion of our health professional schools revealed an obvious minority
underrepresentation. 4 o

Spanish-smmamed faculty and students totaled only one percent

while the Spanish-surnamed minority comprises nine percent of San

Francisco’s population. After the first organized recrnitment effort
in 1966, only five Chicanos applied. Since that time Spanish-speaking
students, M.D.’s, Ph. D’ and employees at all levels have been hired
and admitted.
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In 1969, the freshman class included nine Chicano medical students

‘and 10 Chicano dentistry students. For the fall of 1970, the first year
- class will include 15 freshman medical students and 10 freshman

dentistry students. There was a fivefold increase in qualified minority
student applicants once opportunities were communicated and docu-
mented.

Senator Monpare. How about law school ?

Dr. Saxcurez. That is a different area, which I don’t have access to,
but if I may reinforce one thing, there are dirvect variables between
learning, nutrition, mental attitudes and so forth. We need more
Chicanos and Latinos in the field.

LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

The minority culture must be included and represented in all
majority institutions. Language and curriculum must be modified to
include all communities if equal opportunity is to exist. Involved is
2 mutual learning process: both sides must act; veact, and interact
if change is to occur.

SENSITIVE AND JIUMANE SCHOOLS: TIBALTIU CARE

This year an experimental elective was included in the curriculum
at the San Francisco campus of UC, to answer the need in elementary
schools for liealth aid and health practice, which have been often non-
existent in the schools. Two of the major problem areas of our
students are the dental and nutritional areas. Two Latin ovganiza-
tions in San Francisco, Los Siete and Centro Latino are providing
San Francisco children with free breakfasts. Many schools are
offering free lunch programs to disadvantaged children. Proper food
has a direct bearing on what a child can accomplish in a learning
situation, concentration and on the energy he has available. Health,
nutrition and mental hygiene are accepted as direct variables in
learning for all children, but for the Spanish-speaking child, these
factors have often been overlooked as possible explanations for poor
academic performance.

"T'o provide health aid in the elementary schools, the University of
Californis Division of' Ambulatory and Community Medicine~in San.
Francjsco has been assigning medical students and students of the
other health professions to deal with these lealth and nutrition
problem in schools with large numbers of Spanish-speaking childven.

Through this exchange arises a multitude of benefits: medical per-
sonnel have provided the children and parents with nutritional in-
formation and informed them of available community health services,
including the newly extended pediatric clinic hours which allow
parents to take their children for medical care to the clinic on Satur-
days; medical students have become aware as future physicians of
the problems and characteristics of children of Spanish-speaking sub-
cultures, whom they have seen trying to function in other non-
bilingual institutions, such as the schools and they have themselves
dealt with the same kinds of problems in their roles as monolingual
health professionals in a bilingual community.
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The elementary teachers have seen new facets of the Spanish-
speaking child by watching him interact with assigned health work-
ers, and in seeing the difference in the child’s performance as his
health and diet improve. The children themselves have benefited
from their exposure to the wide range of options and careers in the
health professions. ‘ ,

MEXICAN AMERICANS: POPULATION AND INTEGRATION

Senator Monpams. What do you estimate the ratio of Mexican
Americans to be to the total population?

Dr. Sancasz. There are close to 11 million Spanish-speaking in
this country, and we have one-quarter of one percent in the schools
of medicine.

We have developed some programs such as the University of Cali-
fornia Medical School in San Francisco where we have used minority
students and faculty to screen, recruit, and admit applicants to the
school of medicine. The most frustrating thing is not getting our kids
in, because our kids are qualified, but convincing some of our col-
leaIgues that our kids have the ability to learn.

T you are black or brown, and primarily brown in the Southwest,
people react and say that we don’t have the capability of learning,
and this is one of the hardest attitudes we have had to change in
medical education in the past year. But we have changed this idea
so much so that Mexican Americans will increase threefold in the
medical schools in the coming year.

Senator Monpazs. I visited the town of Uvalde: the home of Cactus
Jack, and no one could remember a Mexican American child becom-
ing a doctor or a dentist. They think there might have been a lawyer,
but nobody remembers his name. Finally one Mexican American

_ became an officer in the Army. They said nine Chicano kids have been

killed in Vietnam, and yet they didn’t know of a single Anglo who
has died in the war from this little town.

I don’t kmow if that is an accurate picture or not, but I think the
important thing is that the Mexican American community feels that
there is just no hope in trying to bust out of the old farm laborer,
menial worker syndrome, and they don’t think the schools, in this
case in Uvalde, are going to help, to the extent that they are now
boycotting the schools.

EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OI’I’ORTUNIT‘Y-: HEALTH FACTOR

Dr. Sancaez. Continuing on with reference to the health field, we
have also in our medical school & Division of Community Medicine
with a significant number of Spanish-speaking professionals an
faculty, and we have become involved in public schools, using some
of our medical students to work. in these schools, both for delivery
of health care and to develop occupational goals and skills for the
children. . Co-

This has become a significant experience for the child and the
community, and also is far-reaching experience for the University
of California Medical School. This, I feel, must be extended if we
are to meet the total needs of the child.
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His health, again, is an important variable in reference to the
total educational process.

SENSITIVE AND HUMANE SCHOOLS: GUIDANCE AND COUNSELING

Maximal benefit and economy derives from using to advantage the
talent and strong points indigenous to the geographic area being
improved. I propose that $80 million be allocated to local school dis-
tricts and institutions to begir: to develop interfaced programs of
guidance and counseling within these districts’ public elementary and
secondary schools. This would extend from the kindergarten to junior
college level. I would emphasize this as a priority for action without
waiting for another decade—when the toll will be far higher.

Counseling should be primarily focused at the elementary level.
Spanish-speaking counselors and counselors-aides, using parents from
the community, could form a team, based not on a weekday 9 to 3

.m. schedule, but perhaps a 3 p.m. to 9 schedule, or one with Satur-

ay or Sunday hours to provide continuing encouragement and advice
to working parents and students within the school’s .community.

To date, stress has been placed on offering a more flexible program
for students and perhaps letting teachers counsel one or two school

eriods. There have been no major grants in counseling. The counsel-
Ing concept should be totally revised to work as a continuation of the
normal Y to 3 p.m. pattern.

SENSITIVE AND HUMANE SCHOOLS: SUPPORTIVE SERVICES

Supportive services for public education such as school testing,
psychological, motivational and sociological diagnostic clinics have
been a major factor in alienating Spanish-speaking children. The
tests have been developed by English-speaking, Anglo-oriented psy-
chometrists and psychologists, and have been the vehicle for destroy-
ing the self-esteem of a generation of Spanish-speaking children,
many of whom have been mistalkenly placed in classes for the
mentally retarded because their native langnage was Spanish.

TESTING

I feel special funds should be allocated to allow Latin Americans
now in higher education to have an opportunity to enter the world
of psychometry, and participate in the development of new tests for
children whose language is Spanish, and to measure the conceptual
and learning abilities of the bilingual child.

Funds have not been appropriated for this purpose, though in
some States such as California, we have put a moratorium on psycho-
logical testing, until, hopefully, some new instruments have been
developed for testing.

‘We could definitely use tlie fiscal assistance of the Office of Educa-
tion. One very constructive example has been the EPDA Institute,
which has trained psychometrists. We did have an EPDA-funded
institute at California State College at Hayward whereby many of
the minority students exceeded the number of slots, so that as a
result a great many of our kids were deprived because of a lack of
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funds, both Federal and State, for this particular program. Un-
fortunately, many students qualified to enter the program were not
admitted because of lack of funds from EPDA and other sources.
The shortage of moneys would have prevented them from finishing
their degrees within the 3-year period.

MEXICAN AMERICAN TEACHER TRAINING: FEDERAL AND STATE ROLES

The first Chicano students who applied and were accepted into
professional health science training were amazed at the opportuni-
ties. A recent publication of the erican Association of Medical
College indicates that in-1969-70 92 Mexican American strdents
enrolled in medical schools out of 37,756 students. This in less than
one quarter of 1 percent of our Nation’s medical students. Is this
equal education ?

In order to communicate new opportunities at the University of
California’s San Francisco campus, an intense program of counseling
is included as part of the recruitment effort. Tours are conducted for
elementary and secondary school students from all over the Bay
Avrea. Students visit the medical school facilities and are given in-
formation sbout the professional schools of medicine, nursing den-
tistry and pharmacy. Followup discussions with individual schools
| or clubs are available on request.

Recently a grant was given to the University to write, produce
and direct a color and sound film depicting minority students and
staff working and studying at our medical center. The film will be
shown at schools and colleges throughout California, and will be
accompanied by brochures in both Spanish and English.

At UC in San Francisco employment and professional school re-
cruiters work closely with the Spanish-surnamed community and
Chicano students presently enrolled help and communicate with other
Spanish-speaking students who are qualifying themselves for en-
trance. Once Spanish-speaking students enter the University, they
are supported by continuous academic and psychological counseling
on request. S :
. Chicano students serve on the minority admissions committee with
i Chicano faculty and black representatives from the University’s
3 black community. Hence, the Chicano in the School of Medicine at
UC’s San Fraucisco campus participates in the actual recruitment,
screening and retention of his colleagues.

MEXICAN AMERICANS: POVERTY AND EDUCATION

After counseling, the second area of priority is financial aid. The
Carnegie Commission on Higher Education report, “A Chance to
Learn,” captures the problem in statistics:

‘A family with’ an income over-$15,000 and with one or more_college-age
children is five times as likely to include a full-time college student as a
similar family with an income under $3,000.

- Fifty percent of the Spanish-speaking minority never go past the
eighth grade.” Texas describes 40 percent of its Spanish-speaking
citizens-as “functional illiterates.” o

[€)

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eric

S T




y
.
:
.
i
2
&
3
1
;z.
el
.
e
:
<4
1
#_- e

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic

2401

AMEXICAN AMERICAN STUDENT! FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Among the Spanish-speaking in the United States there is the
tradition of poverty. It is impossible to counteract this tvadition
without financial assistance at all levels of education and to make
available the existence of scholarships, fellowships and loans. Equal
opportunity is ineaningless to an adolescent who once le is qualified,
still can never advance in a higher educational system which demands
money he simply does not have. )

Toward developing a program of financial aid for qualified
Spanish-speaking students, I propose a $1 billion initial effort toward
providing grants, scholarships, work study, Ph. D. and professional
training grants for postgraduate education. Student loans are needed
thronghout the country, but especially in the Southwest States.

T would also like to recommend that a portion of this financial
fund be placed in specific carcer areas to provide financial aid for
the beginning college student through his gradnate education. This
does not exist in any form right now.

For example, California State colleges with large numbers of
Spanish-speaking students might be given premedical scholarships
for the Sranish-speaking students, and California universities would
be given medical scholarships for their Latin American students. So
there is some sort of continuity between secondary, college, and post-
graduate training. ‘

These two programs of counseling and financial aid seem to me to
be addressed to the core of the meaning of “equal op]'ivortunity” pro-
gram development. Combined with these programs, planned affirma-
tive action to insure that school and universities, both as educational
institutions and as employers comply with title VI of the Civil Rights
Act of 1964, especially the universities and institutions of higher
learning.

Supportive services to students in higher education and increased
enrollments in colleges to accommodate qualified minority students

are inevitable needs and plans to meet them should be formulated

now. The present practice of many schools which have “minority -

slots” pits blacks against browns without allowing them to compete
with the majority of caucasian students. If there is an excess of both
qualified minority and majority students, colleges and universities
must enlarge with the demand,

" T feel strongly that the validity of the work of this Senate Com-
mittee on Equal Education would be-most evident if the following

philosophy wexe to be adopted for the public education system:
" EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OFPORTUNITY

TEducation can truly be a bridge to equal opportunity and the rights
granted the Spanish-speaking American in the U.S. Constitution, but
only if our educational institutions from the preschool level through
professional education open their doors wider than has been their
}gract}ce, and broaden their ranks to include the multiplicity of
Spanish-speaking groups. This means there is an urgent need for

46-125—71-—pt. 4—2
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cultural pluralistic education and for the acceptance of the differences
as well as for awareness of the similarities of peoples and cultures.

Thank you, Senator.

Senator Monpare. Dr. Sanchez, you are a member of the Board of
Education of the San Francisco Public School System.

Dr. Sancuez. Yes, I am.

Senator Monpare. And you carry a doctor’s degree in what field?

Dr. Saxcrrz. In edncational psychology, from Berkeley.

Senator MonpaLE. Where do you work now?

Dr. Sancuez. I am assistant professor of Community Medicine at
the University of California, at San Francisco.

Senator MonpaLr. How long have you been in the school system?

Dr. Sancmez. For the school board, 2 years in September. I was
the first Mexican American in that position. Before that I taught
school for 3 years and served as a community relations counselor.

MEXICAN AMERICANS: SAN FRANCISCO

Senator Monpare. What is the size of the student body in the San
Francisco public school system and how many of them are Mexican
Americans? .

Dr. SancHEz. We have close to 130,000 students. Of that, close to
18 percent of these students are Latin Americans. T would say that
out of all gronns, 18‘percent are Spanish-speaking.

Senator MonpALE. What percentage of them are Mexican Ameri-
cans and how many are other? '

Dr. SavcrEz. I would say we have close to 100,000 Spanish-spealk-
ing people in the city. There are people from Peru, Nicaragua, and
SO on.

Actually, San Francisco is one of the few cities in this Nation
where the Central American and South American really constitute a
majiority of the Spanish-speaking peoble.

. Ser?ator Moxparr. It is interesting. That is not true in Tos Angeles,
is it -

Dr. Sancurz. No, sir.

Senator Monpare. That is interesting. I didn’t know that.

Do you find that the same concepts that you are talking about
here apply equally to other Latin American Spanish-speaking
citizens?

Dr. Sancuez. I would say we accept the fact that there is a differ-
ence among cultures, even among Spanish-speaking cultures, but that
the problems are very similar in the system of education that has
been in existence for many years in this country.

Senator Moxpare. Do you have elementary or junior high schools
or high schools that are predominantly Spanish-speaking %

Dr. Sancaez. We have a great many of our schools that are pre-
domninantly Spanish-speaking. T ‘ ‘ :
Senator MoNDALE. Are there any that are all Spanish-speaking?

Dr. Sancurz. None that are all Spanish-speaking, but from 60 to
68 percent in some.

enator MonpaLE. Do you have schools in which the Spanish-
speaking populations are in the minority?

sraienn e e
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Dr. Sancnez. We have some schools for the Spanish-speaking
population, where they would be in the minority. o

genator Monpare. Do you have schools in which the majority of
the people are advantaged, that is, come from middle-class incomes?

COMPLIANCE: SAN FRANCISCO

Dr. Sawcurz. Yes, we do. As a matter of fact, our board now, I
guess just before I left, was under the Civil Rights Compliance to
come up with a plan toward “total integration” within 1 year.

Senator Moxpavre. Is that under title VI?

Dr. Sancurz. Yes. It should have come about 90 years ago.

Senator MonpaLe. So you are under a title VI proceeding right
now. Have you come up with a plan yet? :

Dr. Sancuez. We have been working on a plan. .

Again, we are talking about differences of culture. San Francisco
is basically a city of immigrants, Chinese, Philippino, Latin Ameri-
can, Maltese, Samoan, Black, and so forth. We have been trying to
formulate a plan whereby we could incorporate at various levels our
differential subcultures within the city of San Francisco.

So, Wwe have not come up with a qualitative plan that would be
meaningful to all children. :

EFFECTS OF INTEGRATION : MEXICAN AMERICANS

Senator Monpare. How important in your opinion is quality
education, and integration, to equal educational opportunity for the
Mexican child ?

Dr. Sawcmzz. I think integration is a variable, provided the other
ingredients are available. There are a host of things which my
colleagues will be discussing.

Senator MoNpALE. Assuming an adequate response to the language
and cultural differences and the identity problem, in your opinion,
would the Mexican American child achieve better in a school which
is integrated than in one which is of ethnic isolation?

Dr. Sancaez. I would say, assuming all variables were placed in
this, I would anticipate the child would. To be honest with you, I
know of no such school.

* Senator MoNDALE. Yes.
Dr. SancuEz. For any child.

SENSITIVE AND HUMANE SCHOOLS : LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

Senator MONDALE. I gather your answer implies a fear that integra-
tion as it is normally practiced may mean an aggravation of the
problems faced by Chicano students with the insuits and the failure
to be culturally or language sensitive which so usually accompany
integration. ' A '

Dr. Sancrzz. I would agree with that statement.

Senator MonpaLe. While the objective of equal education in your
opinion ig to be better served through quality integration, that ques-
tion is based on the requirement that.the school system be culturally
and language sensitive.
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Dr. Sancuez. Culturally pluralistic, yes, sir.

Senator MonpaLE. If your school board could provide the percent-
ages of different minorities for the record, we would appreciate it.
Maybe your staff can give us that. It is interesting that you have a
large population of Oriental Americans.

Dr. SancuEz. And Philippino, also, and Hawaiian groups.

Senator Monpare. I would like to sce that information.

(The statement of David J. Sanchez, Jr., follows:)

PREPARED STATEMENT oF Davip J. SANCHEZ, JR., PH. D., ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF
AMBULATORY AND COMMUNTTY MEDICINE, UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, Contaris-
SIONER, SAN FraNcisco Boarp oF EDUCATION

I am very pleased to appear before the Senate Select Committee on Equal
Educational Opportunity to discuss the need for programs to qualify and pro-
vide edueational opportunity of poor and minority segments of our population.
The concept of equal opportunity has had traditional value in America. Actual-
izing the concept has not yet been accomplished. In the past, obstacles were
formidable. The Spanish-speaking person, as well as all boor and minority
persons, were denied equal opportunity. In order to change unfair practices,
they must be attacked from many different levels—at the various levels of
education, employment, and by an attempt to begin a mutual learning process
with the poor and minority communities themselves. I am encouraged Ly the
interest this committee is generating toward formulating long-range objec-
tives toward improving the lot of the Spanish-speaking American.

I speak to you for three reasons: I believe that we all share, at least in
principle, the belief that all citizens must be equally granted the opportunity
to pursue their chosen destiny; I believe that in the past decade we have
begun to focus on the lack of equal opportunity and to realize that a solu-
tion has become a national priority if our domestic crises and turmoil are to
be resolved; and I believe that the problems of overcoming traditional lack of
equal opportunity for our Spanish-speaking citizens canuot be solved within
the framework of one discipline—neither solely law, nor education, nor eco-
nomics. Some progress has been made, but changing the patterns of a nation
cannot be successful until all its citizens realize its injustices, desire to change,
and participate in the changing. .

If a child of Spanish-speaking descent is to have equal educational oppor-
tunities, the traditional pattern of Anglo-oriented public education must be
restructured at all levels, beginning with elementary schools. Public educa-
tion has operated under the invalid premiSe that the Spanish-speaking child,
primarily the Mexican-American and Puerto Rican, is not capable of learning.

To support the “validity” of this premise, educators point continually to
the low reading achievement levels of Spanish-speaking children, and the low
educational attainments for the majority of Latin-American students: 84
grades in California, 7.0 grades in Illinois, Educators also find small num-
bers of our children in “academic tracks”: while only 1.5% of our students
are enrolled in the nine campuses of the University of California system,
Spanish-speaking children constitute nearly 15% of the total student popula-
tion at the secondary level.

We find an almost non-existent professional core of Spanish-speaking poten-
tial agents of change, such as physicians, school superintendents, professors,
deans of respected schools, college and company presidents, and high-ranking
decision makers in key government positions. Vehicles in nttempts to generate
this kind of »rofessional nucleus have primarily been public educational in-
stitutions. One factor which provides partial explanation for the low per-
centage of Spanish-speaking professionals, is the low incidence of his being
the recipient of federal assistunce to any substantial degree. Nor do Spanish-
speaking people have the economic base to operate their own institutions of
higher learning. ’ )

The Spanish-speaking child is found in large numbers in classes for the
mentally retarded or the educationally handicapred. In 1968, studies such as
the NEA'’s projected 509, of Spanish-speaking children would drop out of
school by the age of 16. Today, the dropout rate is even more acute: 60 to
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70% in key high schools with large numbers of Spanish-speaking studcpts.
Truancy and suspensions are such that some educators say that the Spanish-
speaking child “cannot learn” for Lie has *no desire or motivation to learn.”
While calling attention to our small numbers in highcr education and in
the professions, the educator points with accuracy to the concentrntiop of
Latin-Americans in federal and state prisons. What is less frequer_ltly_pomted
out is that our young men constituted 20% of Vietnam’s casualties in 1969,
from California alone. This is the typical pattern of the “underprivileged”
class and its minority members: small numbers in higher education and pro-
fessions, great numbers in prisons and wars, in either of which they may l‘and
by coincidence, it does not much signify which. The Spanish-speaking American
thus becomes a victim of that which he defends: a System that has deprived
him of equal educational opportunity and access to a solid economic base.

In essence. the history of public education indicates an attitude toward the
11 million Spanish-speaking people in the United States which is based on
the premise that Latin-American children are defective in learning abilities—
rather than an attitude which questions and monitors public education to
determine the reasons for its failure to assess and accept the Spanish-speaking
child as unique and humsan. “Equal education” has been a fraud: how can
there exist equal education if some of the students are looked on as defec-
tive? The injuries of the Latin-American child have been inflicted by those
who have claimed to teach and motivate him, and who have, in reality, alien-
ated him, and destroyed his identity through the subtle rejection of his language
(which nobody speaks), his culture (which nobody understands), and ulti-
mately, him (whom nobody values).

In 1949, Carey McWilliams wrote his book, North From Mczico. He wrote
of all of the problems we are again documenting here today. In May of this year
I received 2 memo from the Director of the Office for Civil Rights Title VI
compliance reviews “have revealed a number of common practices which
have the effect of denying equality of educational opportunity to Spanish-
surnamed pupils.” These practices, in theory, should have been eliminated
with the passage of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Awareness of the
problems faced by our Spanish-speaking minority has been achieved only
after a long and painful process of repetition, a process which cannot continue
much longer without responsive action. In some cases, people have had to
wage a loang hard struggle to gain freedom which have already been pro-
vided to them by law.

“BEquality of opportunity” is a nebulous phrase, usually defined in the nega-
tive. School boards and educational institutions are told what not to do regard-
ing the Spanish-speaking. If tliey are not being sued, they are doing the right
thing. A massive program of educating toward more positive goals than
simply staying out of trouble is immediately in order: a nation-wide effort at
action rather than reaction. For example, “school districts should not assign
Spanish-speaking students to classes for the mentally retarded on the basis
of English language skills” might be a wise addition to the guidelines regarding
the use of valid Spanish language examinations, bi-lingual education and possi-
bilities for funding these new programs.

To onr Spanish-speaking citizen, “equal opportunity” will not be more than
a cliche if we do not provide the basis for change. The Report of the American
Medical Colleges Task Force to the Inter-Association Committee on Expanding
Bducational Opportunities in Medicine for Blacks and Other Minority Stu-
dents indicated the necessity for Spanish-speaking students to realize tneir
potential and {o be made aware that opportunities do exist. It is necessary
to convince a population which has experienced traditional discrimination that
change is occurring. To gain their trust, Spanish-speaking agents of learning
should be immediately involved to serve as role models—realistic examples of
existing opportunities would@ include Spanish-speaking educators and para-
profcssionals from.all levels of education, and professionals and semi-profes-
sionals of all fields. Employees of Spanish-speaking descent are needed in all
areas because of language barriers. While many young Chicanos and Latinos
do speak English, Spanish is spoken by their parents and in their neighborhood,
If we are truly to accept the Spanish-speaking child, we must not initially dis-
ic(;'imtiiréate against a segment of his family, which affects his motivation and
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To gain the trust of the Latin-American student, Spanish-speaking parents
must be involved in the schools at all levels. This is the concept of differential
staffing——which proposes the use of Spanish-speaking paraprofessionals, such
as health aids, supportive services for both teachers and adminjstrators, and
the creation of an effective communications system for those children’ who
speak Spanish. For instance, in San Francisco, we have close to 659 Spanish-
speaking children in Buena Vista Elementary School. Parents have become
an integral part of the school’s total educational process. They offer role
modelg for the children, participate in the system of bi-lingual communication
operating in the school and play &n active rele in the school’s decision-making.
Parent participation in school policy and decision-making would be an essen-
tial goal in future bi-cultural school models.

Preliminary test results show that significant gains have been made in read-
ing snd writing for »ur bi-lingual children in San Francisco public schools.
Differential stafing is expanding in San Francisco, but it requires retraining
of the tencher and administrator to allow them to function flexibly in the
pew staffing system, which incorporates the talents of the parents and com-
munity into the school. Because the Spanish-speaking student can come from
any of a multiplicity of Spanish-speaking <ulture, the more flexibilily and
alternative programs offered to students training in bi-lingual education, the
more successful the programs will be. .

Two years ago we developed at the University of California at Berkeley,
a program in teacher education called the Latino Project. Through this pro-
gram, many professionals of Latin American descent, who have migrated to
San Francisco, were allowed to participate in an extension teacher training
program of UC's educational program at Berkeley. The program was funded
through EPDA, and through it, we have been able to place 26 Spanish-speaking
teachers within our district during the past year. This year the program is
training 25 or 26 more Spanish-speaking teachers for both our elementary
and secondary schools, The conceptualization, design and implementation of
this project is dne largely to Latin staffing at all levels.

Tn the Southwest, an alternate program to the Cuban Refugee Act should
be implemented to better meet the needs of our continuing immigrant popula-
tion from Mexico and South America.

There is a need for funding of potential administrators of Spanish-speaking
descent. to become school site administrators. This would mean some formal
program would have to be worked out with an institution of higher learningz.
As an example, in San Francisco, we have various programs at the University
of San Francisco, and also at the Univertity of California at Berkeley, and
at Stanford University, programs which offer administrative interns as teachers
for our elementary and secondary schools. Unfortunately, because of our
budget cuts, and cuts by the State and federal governments, we have had
to terminate all minority administrative interns for this academic year. We
feel there is a critical need to provide Spanish-speaking administrators, par-
ticularly males, in the elementary division. Unless funds are allocated through
the Office of Education for this, we feel there will be no significant gains in the
aren of teaching Spanish-speaking children. It should also be noted that all
three institutions: UC, USF, and Stanford—-recipients of federal funds for
training grants—have yet to hire a Spanish-speaking faculty member in their
respective departments of 2ducational administration. :

Latin-Americans should be included in staffs of schools purporting to offer
solutions to the problems of the Spanish-speaking child. The Office of Educa-
tion continually funds programs in schools witk no Spanish-speaking faculty
members. Chicano faculty members in California colleges have been acutely
aware of this and have warned the Office of Education again and again that
it should take a close look at the affirmutive action of the institutions they
are funding—not only should the colleges be developing research, but they
should be creating programs to train our administrators, teachers, and parapro-
fessionals—and #sing Latin-American talent in the training process! Unless a
significant Spanish-speaking representation appears on faculties of schools
receiving funds, moneys should not be going to these colleges, universities or
medical schools until they comply.

Recently, attention has turned toward student and faculty racial imbalance
of elementary and secondary schools. Public institutions of higher learning
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are guilty of this as waell. To deny employment or admission in schools of
higher education ig to deny equal opportunity; this practice will track the
Spanish-speaking minority into jobs requiring only a hi.gh school education.

revealed an obvioug minority underrepresentation. Spanish-speaking faculty
and students totaleq only 19, while the Spanish-surnamed minority comprises
9% of San Francisco's Population. After the first organized recruitment effort
in 1966, only five Chicanos applied. Since that time Spanish-speaking students,
M.D.’s, Ph.D.’s and employees at all levels have been hired and admitted. In
1969, the freshman class included nine Chicang medical gtudents and ten
Chicano dentistry students. For the fall of 1970, the first year class will include
fifteen freshman medical students and ten freshman dentistry students. There

The minovity culture must be included and represented in all majority in-
stitutions. Langunage and curriculum must be modified to include all communi-
ties if equal opportunity is to exist. Involved is a mutual learning process:
both sides must act, react, and interact if change is to ocecur.

This year an experimental elective was included in the curriculum at the
San Francisco campus of UC, to answer the peed in elementary schools for
health aid and health Dructice, which have been often nonexistent in the

Proper food has g direct bearing on what & child can accomplish in g learning
situation, concentration and on the energy he has available. Health, nutrition
and mental hygiene are accepted as direct variableg in learning for ail chil-

the clinic on Saturdays; assigned medical students have become aware ag i
future physiciang of the Pproblems and chsracteristics of children of Spanish- i
spec.iing subcultures, whom they have seen trying to function in other non-
bi-lingual institutions, such ag the schools, and they have themselves dealt with
the same kinds of problems in thelr roles as monolingual health professionals
in a ¥i-lingual community ! The elementary teachers have learned much more
from the Spanish-speaking child by watching him intergct with assigned
health workers, and in Seeing the difference in the child’s performance gs he
is changed to a newly created learning atmosphere. The children themselves
have benefited from thejr €Xposure to the ‘wide range of options and careers in
the area of the health professions,

Maximal benefit gng economy derives from using to advantage the talent
and strong points indigenous to the individual area being improved. I pro-
Pose that $80 million to be allocated to local school districts and institutiong
to begin to develop interfaced bprograms of guidance and counseling within
these districts’ public elementary and Secondary schools. This would extend
from the kindergarten to junior college level. T would emphasize this as g
priority for action without waiting for another decade—when the toll will be
far higher.

Counseling shoulg be primarily focused at the elementary level Spanish-
speaking counselors and counselor-aids using parents fprom the community,
could form g team, based not on a weekday 9 to 8 p.m. schedule, put perhaps
a3 pm tog schedule, or one with Saturday or Sunday hours to provide con-
tinuing encouragement and advice to working parents and students within
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the scliool’s community. To date, stress has been placed on offering a more
flexible programn for students and Perhaps letting teachers counsel one Or
two school periods. There have been no major grants in counsglmg. The coun-
seling concept should be totally revised to work as a continuation of the
normal 9 to 3 p.m. pattern.

Supportive services for public education such as school testing, psychologicql,
motivation and Sociological diagnostic clinics have been a major factor in
alienating Spanish-speaking children. The tests have been developed by English-
speaking, Anglo-oriented psychometrists and psychologists, and have been the
vehicle for destroving the self-esteem of a generation of Spanish-speaking
children, many of whom have been mistakenly placed in classes for the men-
tally retarded because their native language was Spanish. I feel special funds
shounld be allocated to allow Latin-Americans now in higher education to have
an opportunity to enter the world of psychometry, school pSychology, and
participate in the development of new tests for children whose language is
Spanish, and to measure the conceptual and learning abilities of the bi-lingual
child. ,

Tunds have not been appropriated for this purpose, though in some states such
as California, we have put a moratorium on psychological testing, until, hope-
fully, some new instruments have been developed for testing. We could defi-
nitely nse the fiseal assistance of the Office of Education. One very construe-
tive example has been the EPDA Institute, which has trained psychometrists,
EPDA funded one such training center at California State College at Hay-
ward. Unfortunately, many students qualified to enter the program were not
admitted because of lack of funds from EPDA and other sources. The shortage
of moneys would have prevented them from finishing their degrees within
the three-year period.

The first Chicano students who applied and were accepted into professional
henlth science training were amazed at the opportunities. A recent publication
of the American Association of Medical Colleges indicates that in 1969-70
92 Mexican-American students enrolled in medical schools out of 37,756 stu-
dents! This is less than one quarter of 19 of our nation’s medical students!
Is this equal education?

In order to communicate new opportunities at the University of California’s
San Francisco campus, an intense program of counseling is included as part
of the recruitment effort. Tours are conducted for elementary and secondary
school students all over the Bay Area. Students visit the medical school facilities
and are given information about the professional schools of medicine, nursing,
dentistry and pharmacy. Follow-up discussions with individual schools or clubs
are available on request.

Recently a grant was given to the University to write, produce and direct
a color and sound film depicting minority students and staff working and study-
ing at our medical center. The film will be shown at schools and colleges
throughout California, and will be accompanied by brochures in both Spanish
and English.

Employment and profegsional school recruiters work closely with the Spanish-
surnamed community and Chicago students presently enrolled assist and com-
municate with other Spanish-speaking students who are qualifying themselves
for entrance. Once Spanish-speakinig students enter the University, they are
supported by continuous academic and psychological counseling on request.
Chicano students serve on the Minority Admissions Committee with Chicano
faculty and Black representatives from the University’s Black Community.
Hence, the Chicano in the School of Medicine at UC’'s San Francisco campus
participate in the actual recruitment, screening and retention of his colleagues.

After counseling, the second area of priority is financial aid. The Carnegie
Commission on Higher Education Report, A Chance To Learn, captures the
problem in statistics: “A family with an income over $15,000 and with one
or more college-age children is five times as likely to include a full-time college
student as a similar family with an income under $3,000.” Fifty percent of
the Spanish-speaking minority never go past the eighth grade. Texas describes
409, of its Spanish-speaking citizens as “functional illiterates.”

Among the Spanish-speaking in the United States there is the tradition of
poverty. It is impossible to counteract this tradition without financial assist-
ance at all levels of education and to make available the existence of scholar-
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ships, fellowships and loans. Equal opportunity is meaningless to an adolescent
who once he is qualified, still can never advance in a higher educational system
which demands money he simply does not have. Toward developing a program
of financial aid for qualified Spanish-speaking students, I propose a one-million
dollar initial effort toward providing grants, scholarships, work study, Ph.D.
and professional training grants for post graduate education. Student loans
are needed throughout the country, but especially in the southwest states.

I would also like to recommend that a portion of this financial fund be placed
in specific career areas to provide financial aid for the beginning college
student through his graduate education. For example, California State Colleges
with large numbers of Spanish-speaking students might be given premedical
scholarships for the Spanish-speaking studenfs, and California universities
would be given medical scholarships for their Latin-American students.

These two programs seem to me to be addressed to the core of the meaning
of “equal opportunity” program development. Combined with these programs,
planned affirmative action to insure that schools and universities, both as edu-
cational institutions and as employers comply with Title VI of the Civil Rights
Act of 1964. Supportive services to students in higher education and inereased
enrollments in colleges to accommodate qualified minority students are in-
evitable needs and plans to meet them should be formulated now. The present
practice of many schools which have “minority slots” pits blacks against
browns without allowing them to compete with the minority of eaucasian
students. If there is an excess of both qualified minority and majority stu-
dents, colleges and universities must enlarge with the demand.

The validity of the work of this Senate Committee on equal education would
be most evident if the following philosophy were to be adopted for the public
education system :

Education can truly be a bridge to equal opportunity and the rights granted
the Spanish-speaking American in the United States Constitution, but only
if our educational institutions from the pre-school level through higher and
professional educaticn open their doors wider than has been their practice,
and broaden their ranks to include the multiplicity of Spanish-speaking groups.
This means there is an urgent need for cultural pluralistic education and for
the ac~eptance of the differences as well as for awareness of the similarities
of pesples and cultures.

Senator Monpate. I think we will move on to Mr. Edward Moreno,
and then we will question the panel as a whole.
Mr. Morevo. Thank you, Senator.

CONGRESS AND FEDERAL EXECUTIVE: CHICANO EDUCATION

Once again, a subcommittee is seeking improvement in the edu-
cational opportunities directed at Mexican American children. Little
can be added after the comprehensive hearings of the 90th Congress
on bilingual education—both the Senate and House hearings. The
comprehensive suggestions, concepts, recommendations and models
presented at the Cabinet donnnit_tee hearings on Mexican Amevican
affairs in El Paso, Tex., October 26-28, 1967, have been set aside by
this administration.

Therefore, all I can do is to update the information and again
focus on those areas that might be improved through legislative
action,

My experience as a secondary and adult teacher the last two dec-
ades, as a county consultant, as the administrative secretary to an
innovative vehicle for change, the Mexican American Education
Commission of the ros Angeles City Schools, as an associate di-
rector of Federal training programs, as statewide president of the
Association of Mexican American Educators and now as a member

e st it
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of the Mecxican American Studies program at San Fernando Valley
State College, lead me to focus on four priority areas:

Bilingual education, school administrators, integration, and student walkouts.
BILINGUAL EDUCATION : TITLE VII GUIDELINES

After being involved since 1966 in promoting bilingual/bicultural, and you
notice I use the words “bilingual/bicultural” legislation, after being involved in
assisting members of Congress through their legislative assistants, and after
developing professional and grassroots support for bilingual/bicultural educa-
tion * * * it is very frustrating to read guidelines and to witness practices that
impose constraints on ESEA title VII through excessive concern with internal
evaluation, educational audits, monitoring designs, et cetera.

Senator MonpaLe. Do these guidelines come from the Office of
Education ?

Mr. More~o. They swe did. They were formulated in the sum-
mer of 1968 after the legislation was passed.

Senator MonpaLE. Who is in charge of the title VII office?

Mr. Morexo. Albar Pefia.

ESEA title VII Bilingual Directors have urged me to do what-
ever I can to generate actions that would loosen the guidelines for
title VII * * * to the intent of the original legislation. It appears
that priorities of individuals in the O%gice of Education are pre-
venting conditions that would allow districts to structure their pro-
grams for maximum services to the children they purport to serve.

1. The evaluation constraints are forcing districts to turn their
programs into English as a second language instead of developing
bilingual/bicultural programs. There are materials for ESL pro-
grams, there are pre- and post-tests, and there are ways of gathering
hard data.

Thus, if districts are using title VII funds for English as a sec-
ond language programs, who needs Federal legislation? Bilin-
gual/bicultural programs must include those needs as determined
by the participants and those needs for better fostering understand-
Ing among all community members, as the intent of the legislation
spelled out. : '

2, All districts have difficalty finding bilingual/bicultural teachers
who can switch from one language to another as needed. Yet, how
many programs are using those students, parents, and other persons
living in the barrios as teachers, as instructors or as bilingual aides
to instruct Mexican American children? Not to collect lunch money,
not to pass out the books, not the chores, but the actual instruc-
tional program.

Senator MonpaLg. Is that Miami program directed at the Cuban
population ?

Mr. Moreno. Yes, but we have had programs that are bilingual
and bicultural that comply with the intent of the legislation. They
are models already, but we are pumping money over here.

BILINGUAL EDUCATION : DADE COUNTY GRANT

Dr. Carpenas. The program in Dade Coun’y, Fla., which will
have $2 million spent on it, illustrates some of the apparent lack
of leadership in bilingual education within the U.S. Office of Edu-
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cation. Their statement is that this is going to be a national curricu-
lumn for the Spanish-speaking. .

Now, the differences getween children of Cuban refu ees in Dade
County, Fla. and the differences that you find in Ca ifornia and
Texas negates this objective, and I don’t think that the curriculum
that is being produced will service either population, if it intends
to serve all—it will serve none. I really take exception to the com-
mitment of this amount of money for one specific type of Spanish-
sp}e]aaking population which will have very little transfer value to the
-others.

Senator MoxpaLe. You say $2 million in bilingual funds have
been allocated to Dade County ¢

Dr. Carpizwas. That is right.

Senator Monparz. That 1s 20 percent of the annual appropriation.

Dr. Caroenas, That is right, however out of the $2 million, only
-one-fourth is coming from this funding period, and $114 million
will come from fiscul 1979,

Senator Monpare. How much do you get for your schools?

Dr. Carbenas. $188,000,

Senator MoNDALE. You have the largest Mexican American popu-
Tation in your school district, probably, of any school system in

‘the country.

Dr. Caroenas. One of the highest concentrations. It is 93 percent
Mexican American.

This ties in with what Mr. Moreno was stating a few minutes
2g0. I wrote a proposal for an extended program for the produc-
tion of television programs in bilingual education. The proposal was
funded, and they have never ex ﬁmined why, or how, but it was
granted to another institution. Tﬁey admitted it was a very good
proposal.

Senator MoNpaLE. You developed it, and who got the money ?

Dr. Carorenas. The Austin Regional Service Center.

I came to Washington and raised some questions about this, and
-one of the reasons was, as Mr. Moreno has stated, there were some
of us who took exception of the implementation of this evaluation
program presented at the confevence in Newport, Calif. I think it
is asinine to have auditing of bilingual programs when instrmnenta-
tion hasn’t even been developed.

I was informed by the Office of Education that the reason the
school district was not going to receive the money was that I had
not played ball with them on this evaluation concept.

Mr. MozeNo. One of the bang-ups is based on t%e philosophy of
an_acquaintanc of mine who came from San Mateo, Calif.,, had a
philosophy, “Zero reject.”

Nobody fails, you keep changing the schools to adjust to-the stu-
dents, and yon have good educationr | audits all the way through.

But I think—TI am assuming he and the other people in the Office
of Education, took it upon themselves to impose this type of con-
straint on title VII and title VIIT—title VIII is the dropout pre-
vention program. Both of these programs are suffering because cf
this type of constraint.

So, as Joe said, if you want to play ball, you have to submit to
this evaluation syndrome.
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Senator MonpaLe. What does that $2 million to Miami—who did
it go to?

I%Ir. Morexo. Ralph Robinett, and Paul Bell were the gentlemen
involved for the Dade County schools.

Senator MonpaLe. When was that announced?

Dr. Carpenas. Very recently. It was within the last 60 days that
1t was announced.

Senator MoxpsLe. Go ahead.

BILINGUAL EDUCATION : TITLE VII

Mr. Morexo. Let title VII train those barrio residents to become
teachers. Title VII can legitimize the assets that these persons
possess.

The intent of title VII was to provide a vehicle for creative ap-
proaches to the education of specific populations. Yet the frustrations
articulated by directors of bilingual programs indicate that another
piece of far reaching legislation will be perverted to serve the in-
terests of all but the children it was meant to serve. Another ex-
ample of Office of Education misplaced priorities is the allocation
of $500,000 to two linguists from Miami to develop a model Spanish
bilingual program. Why not support and replicate the 6-year pro-
gram at Laredo, Tex., which is being used as a model by many pro-
posals anyway ?

It appears that few children and few districts where title VII is
being utilized will benefit from any creative structural change as a
result of a bilingual/bicultural program.

EDUCATION FOR STABLE INTEGRATION

The topic of integration seems logical at this time. Integration
of poor black with poor brown or even a few poor whites is not
benefiting any group or this Nation. It is the socioeconomic integra-
tion of all children that is the long-range goal that many are work-
ing toward.

As stated in the point of view in the education of Mexican Amer-
ican children presented by the Association of Mexican American Ed-
ucators, the first phase of any integration program must include an
integrated curriculum for all the children K—12 in all districts.

I have submitted this exhibit to be included in the record.

Senator Monpark. It shall be included in the files of the Committee.

LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

Mr. Moreno. What end is served by having Mexican American

children sitting with poor blacks or poor whites reading about the -

myths of Davy Crockett and not reading about the exploits of
frontiersmen throughout the southwest 200 years before Davy Crock-
ett was born? What purpose is served by busing Mexican American
children to schools in the San Fernando Valley, the subwbia of
Los Angeles, when the parents living there are writing letters to
conservative legislators in California, and to the State Board of
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Education demanding that a picture of Cesar Chavez and three
small paragraphs about him be eliminated from a State textbook
adoption ?

Even the State superintendent made it clear to membars of the
State curriculum commission that he did not want the picture in
the text. Several senators in Sacramento have requested that the
entire section on Cesar Chavez be taken out. All this even with State
board policy and legislative laws written into the educational code
of California that minorities be presented in all State adoptions.

If we cannot even integrate texts in a State adoption, are there any
Federal strategists or legislation that can assist local districts who
want to move forward? When Los Angeles City schools were re-
quested by court order to draw plans for desegregation, all kinds of
support came to stall integration, even the Governor stated that he
would prevent the busing of children.

Yet, in nearby Pasadena where plans and efforts have been made
to desegregate, no one even recognized the tremendous effort mounted
by Pasadena to desegregate. So who in the hell really cares about
the best interests of this Nation?

Under the topic of school administration there are a few thoughts
I wish to share with you.

TEACHERS AND SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION

It is very repugnant to a barrio community to have adininistrators
who have not identified with the community nor been sensitive to
its needs saddenly appear as directors, specialists or evaluators of
programs serving Mexican American children. Often district budget
cuts will dictate the position of bilingual directors.

I am not bringing this issue as an issue of competency or qualifica-
tion, but the issue is community development. How can we ever-raise
the sophistication of a community if we have imposed upon it—
foreign imports—foreign to needs and sensitivities. I think you
are going to have to vote soon on a bill on tariffs. I think we are
going to have to do the same thing.

Programs and proposals implemented in the barrios must have
staffs that the barrio elects. This is not separatism—nor an ethnic
bag—but community development. And I wonder if you would think
about that for a while, because this is what we are talking about,
community development.

FEDERAL FUNDING: CRIITERIA

Axnother item that has to be reviewed is the allocation of funds
based on identification of characteristics of people. By putting this
monkey on the backs of poor blacks, browns, and whites we are in-
stitutionalizing Foverty. et us glance instead at the factors that
prevent a school district or a school in providing a learning en-
vironment for children to learn in.

1. How many substitute teachers does that school have?

2. How old are the buildings?

PRI
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3. Does the community have a role in the selection of the school’s
staff?

4, Are the needs, nutritional, recreational, medical, plus educa-
tional,?that the school is trying to fulfill twice that of a suburban
school

5. What are the needs of its school community—sidewalks, lights,
parks, et cetera? .

6. What kind of local tax base does the district have?

The point is that the schools and school districts need compen-
sating. They are the ones that need to be assisted, changed or closed
down. The monkey is on the schools to provide the services—and
not on the children to be prepared to function in a dysfunctional
system. Compensatory education has to be assigned to disadvantaged
schools or districts and not to children.

Federal legislation can be aimed at encouraging districts to utilize
planning, programing, budgeting systems. El Monte School Dis-
tricts can easily allocate resources and funds to priority programs.

I have submitted this exhibit to be included in the record.

Senator Moxpare. It will be included at this point in the record.

(The exhibit referred to follows:)

El Monte Union High School District 1969-70 summary and comparison
Traditional budget (J.41):

100—Administration. __ ___ e eeee $233, 572
211—Principle salares. o o oo oo d e e eeae 309, 400
212—Curriculum Admission_ _ -« - o oo 41, 800
213—Teacher’s salaties. . . o oo oo oo oo 3, 866, 378
214—Counselors, ete. - e oo m 604, 373
220—Classroom Salaries _ _ - .. o e 412, 635
200—Instructional supplies - .- oo oo omooo oo 417, 372
400—Health . o oo e 82, 799
600—Operaiion Of Plant. - .o ceen e cecencmm e 546, 748
700—Maintenance . o - e e e e e e————— 314, 1490
800—Fixed charges- -« oo ccececacccccmccmncm—————— 435, 405
Subtotal. - - e oo 7, 264, 622
500—Transportation .. ..o P 49, 089
Current expenditure subtotal . -~ oo oo 7,818,711
1100—Community service 144, 035
SUbtotal e o e ;e cmeeem———— 7, 457, 748
1200—Capital outlay - - - - o e 151, 221
Total expenditures. - .o cmoommaoao mmmecemcm————— 7, 608, 967
Instruction:
Basic and general:
At e cm————————— 135, 752
Bnglish. e e 630, 180 -
Foreign language.. - .. oo e 181, 701
Mathematios - . oo e 349, 500
MuSiCo o m e liaoo e e mmm e em e e camm——— 140, 922
Boy’s physical edueation. - _ o oo_o_. 206, 744
Girl’s physical edueation o - v oo oo 220, 193
Social SCIeNCe . _ o o e e e em 412, 455
NI < o e e e 264, 875
SUBEORL. - e o oo e e e e e e oo emenn 2, 632, 322
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El Montc Union High School District 1969~70 summary and comparison-—Con.
Instruction—Continued

Vocational:
Business education. . .- e $329, 685
Industrial arts.o e e 298, 527
Homemaking . _ . macmemoooo 182, 755
Subtotal o e e 810, 963
Adult edueation. ... e mmeea 398,703
Special Programs:
Education of Handieap. .- oo 45, 259
E M. R e 82, 596
Physically handiecapped ... .. 9, 347
Driver training._ - -« - .- 82, 362
Federal aid program_._ __________ . _ . o ea_ 600, 000
Subtotal . e e e 819, 564
Total, instruction._ . . oo 4, 661, 554

Planning, programing, budgeting system:
Instructional support:

Reading laboratory__ ___ . ___ . .. _____ 56,730
Summer sehool_ . - .o .. 93, 817
Work experience oo oo amemcmememmmmeeo 94, 009
Audio visual . e 30, 235
Library _ . e 97, 021
Enrichment_ . . __ e mameaas 3, 086
District T and Goono o e e e 79, 564
Total. _ e mm e e——an 454, 562
Pupil services:

Attendance. . e meceaen 98, 007
Guidanee. ___ ___ .o 426, 500
Health service. o e mcaean 82, 910
Activities . e e emm————— 135, 155
Total . o e e eee e ceecemmea 742, 572

General Support:
Board of trustees_ ... o oo edemman 59, 374
Superintendent___._ ___ . ____________ . _____ 44,016
Business office_ _ _« - o oo e e mcmccmmmem—a- 114, 450
School administration .. .- oo emmae e 408, 220
Personnel . e 54, 400
. Food services._ - - o e e e © 2,636
Data processing._ - _ oo oo ommmaom 86, 316
Maintenance/operation. . ..o oo o ceemoooo 838, 682
Print shop_ . 33,111
Transportation__ . _ __ e 71, 850
Warehouse . - - - o o e e m———————— e 13, 976
Total . o e e emcem— e 1,727, 031
Community services: Districtwide. .o oo oo commeecmaanan 123, 248

I{ecalp

NStIUCH 0N - - - o m e o ;e ——— 4, 661, 554
Instruetional support. . - e _._ 454, 562
Pupil services. - oo I 742, 572
General support. ..o ____.._._ [, -———- 1,727,031
Community Serviee. - v o oo ccecccccccccecme——————- m———mm 123, 248
Total expenditures (P.P.B.S.) o ace oo cmacaman 7, 608, 967

1$120,787 allocated to other programs. Community service total appropriation fs $144,035.

A FuiText provided by Eric
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DEPARTMENT oF HEALTIL, EDUCATION. AND WELFARE,
OFFICE OF TIHE SECRETARY,
Washington, D.C., October 29, 1970.
Hon. WALTER F. MONDALE.
Chairman, Sclect Committce on Equal Edwcational Opportunity, U.S. Senate,
Washington, D.C.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your letter of October G requesting in-
formation about equal employment opportunities in Government agencies. In-
formation concerning the racial/ethuic breakdown by job titles and GS grades
of personnel currently employed by the Office for Civil Rights is enclosed.

If you have further questions in this matter, please let me know.

Sincerely yours,
J. STANLEY POTTINGER,
Director, Office for Civil Rights.

RACIAL/ETHNIC BREAKDOWN BY JOB, TITLES, AND GS GRADES—OFFICE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS/DHEW
BREAKDOWN OF PERSONNEL

GS grade Head ters R Total
) S 1
17T 9 21
25 30 55
17 59 76
14 31 45
9 14 23
8 10 18
83 153 242
Note: Number of GS-9 and above personnel: Headquarters, 89; Regions, 153; Total, 242,
BREAKDOWN OF MINORITY PROFESSIONAL STAFF
: Spanish
X . American - Surnamed
GS grade, job and title Indian Negro Qriental American

16 Assistant director (planning). ..

e ) e

Regional civit rights director. ... .
15 ~eputy director, Health and Social Services Division__
15 Staffassistant. .
15 Supervisory a;torne‘ ............. 1
15 Supervisory civil rights speciabist. - . .. .. 1
14 Civil rights specialists .« . - - oo lo oo il 11
14 Contract compiiance speclalists. . ... ... 2
14 Supervisory civil rights specialists... . ... 2
14 Specialassistant____ .. ... 1
14 Deputy regional civil rightsdirector_ ... .. ... 1
14 Dapuly clvil rights director for administration. . .oiomeemoo
14 Attorney advisor...........-.- 1
14 Staff advisor o oo cm ez e 1
14 Supervisory contract compliance specialist_ __ ____.__..___..___._. 1
13 Civil rights specialists_. ... ... - 30
13 Contract compliance specialists_ ... .. ... .
13 C i compliance sp
13 Statistician_ ... oo
13 Supervisory personnel staffing special
13 Attorney advisor....._._
12 Civil rights specialists_. ...
12 Contract compliance speciali
11 Civil rights specialists
11 Civil rights generalist
11 Staff

Note: Total minority staff 113.
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Mr. Morewo. Here you have the budget items and the old line
budget, and you can see the differences almost immediately.

PPBS provides its community with a visual summary of where
its money is being spent. Believe me, the first item that barrio peorple
ask to see is the budget of a school or a program. They know that
the budget reflects policy and political priorities.

In addition, an analysis of cost per unit of ADA—average daily
attendance—could be Jegislatively demanded.

I have submitted this exhibit to be placed in the record.

Senator Mo~npare. It will be included at this point in the record.

(The exhibit referred to follows:)

INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE,
Los AneELES CITy ScmooLs,
February 13, 1969.

To: Mrs. Mildred Naslund, Div. of Instr., Plan. & Serv.
¥rom: Frederick G. Fox, Asst. Supt., Budget.
Subject: Study of cost per unit A.D.A.—1967-68.

The attached study is provided for your information.

This study was prepared to determine the extent to which the District has
enriched the educational program at schools qualifying for projects funded
under E.S.E.A.—PL 89-10, Title I (first funded during the second semester
of 1065-66). The data for this study was taken from the Controller’s “Expendi-
tures by Schools” report which includes only direct charges to schools for all
regular and specially funded educational programs.

If there are any questions concerning this report, please contact George E.
McMullen on Extension (A) 2964.

(Enclosurs (1)]

46-125~—T71—pt. 4——3
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PusLic Law 89-10, TiTLE I PROGRAMS—1Y67-68

Albion St.
Aldama
Alexandria Ave.
Allesandro
Alta Loma
Avgeles Mesa
Aunn Street
Aragon Ave.

Arlington Heights

Ascot Ave.
Atwater Ave.
Avalon Gardens
Bandini St.
Barton Hill
Beethoven St.
Belvedere
Braddock Dr.
Breed St.
Bridge St.
Broadway
Brockton Ave.
Brooklyn Ave. .
Buchanan St.
Budlong Ave.
Burnside Ave.
Bushnell Way
Cabrillo Ave.
Castelar
Cienega

City Terrace.
Clifford St.’
Compton Ave.
Cortez St.
Dacotah St.
Dayton Heighis
Dorris Place |
Eastman Ave.
Blizabeth St.
El Sereno
Elysian .Heights

Eshelman Ave. .

Euclid Ave.
Dvergreeii Ave.
Farmdale
Fifteenth St.
Fifty-Ninth St...

Fifty-Second St.*
Figueroa St. ©. *

First St.
Fletcher Dr.
Florence Ave,
Ford Bivd.
Forty-Ninth St.

Forty-Second St.

Fourth St.
Fries Ave.
Garvanza
Gates St.
Glassell Park
Glen Alta

I. ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

Glenfeliz Blvd.
Graham

Grant

Grape St.
Gravois St.
Griffin Ave.
Guif Ave,
Haddon Ave.
Hanmmel St.
Harrison St.
Hawaiian Ave.
Hillside

Hobart Blvd.
Holmes Ave.
Hooper Ave.
Hoover St.
Humphreys Ave.
Huntington Ave.
Lane
Lankershim

La Salle Ave.
Latonia Ave.
Laurel

Lillian St
Lockwood Ave,
Logan St.
Loma Vista Ave.
Lorena St.
T.oreto St.
Magnolia Ave.
Main St.
Malabar St.
Manchester Ave.
Marianna Ave.
Marvin Ave. -
Mayberry St.
Menlo Ave.
Micheltorena St.
Middleton St.
Miles  Ave.
Miramonte
Monte Vista
Mt. Washington
Multnomah 8t.
Murchison St.
Nevin - Ave.
Nightingale
Ninety-Fifth
Ninety-Ninth
Ninety-Second
Ninety-Seventh
Ninety-Sixth
Ninety-Third
Normandie
Normont
Norwood St.
O'Melveny

108th St.

111th St.

109th St.

102nd St.
107th St.
116th St.
112th St.
122na St.
Pacoima
Parmelee Ave.
Ramona
Raymond Ave.
Riggin Ave.
Ritter
Roosevelt
Rosemont
Rowan Ave.
assell
San Fernando
San Pedro St.
Santa Barbara
Santa Monica
Second St.
Selma Ave.
Seventhl St.
Seventy-Fifth
Seventy-Ninth
Sheridan St.
Sierra Park
Sierra Vista
Sixth Ave.
Sixty-Eighth St.
Sixty-First
Sixty-Sixth
Solano Ave.
Soto St.
South Park
Sterry
Sylvan Park
Telfair Ave.
Tenth St.
Thirty-Second
Thirty-Seventh
Thirty-Sixth
Trinify St
Twentieth St
Tswenty-Eighth
Twenty-Fourth
Union Ave.
Utah Street
Van Deene
Vaughn
Vermont Ave.
Vine Street
‘Wadsworth
Weigand Ave.
‘Western Ave.
‘Westminster
‘Wilmington Park
‘Woodcrest
Yorkdale

1
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II. JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS

Adams Gompers Pacoima
Audubon Griffith Pasteur
Belvedere Harte Peary
Berendo Holl:nback Reed
Burbank Irving San Fernando
Carver King Stevenson
Clay La Conte Twain

Dana Maclay Van Nuys
Drew Mann Virgil

Kdison Marina Del Rey Webster
Emerson Markham White
Fieming Muir Wilmington
Foshay Nightingale

Gage Nimitz N -

IIT. COMBINED JUNIOR-S8ENIOR HIGH SCHOOLS

Lincoln Wilson .

1V. SENIOR HIGH SCHOOLS

Banning Fremont Manual Arts

Bell Gardena Marshall
Belmont Garfield Narbonne
Carson Jefferson Roosevelt
Crenshaw ’ Jordan San Pedro
Dorsey Locke Venice
Tranklin Los Angeles Washington

Prepared by Budget Division January 27, 1969.
FEDERAL PROGRAMS—EVALUATION

Mr. Morexo. A cursory glanze at an analysis done by the Los
Angeles City Schools allows community people to begin to raise
questions such as:

1. How was the additional dollars per ADA. spent?

9. Was the expenditure effective?

3. How many real children were involved in each school?

‘We can play with figures all the time, but sometimes you have a
program of 30 kids and those kids qualify for everything. You hire
a teacher for $10,000, a music specialist at $10,000, and you have
30 kids and 10 teachers, and you think the school is being impacted.
I think it is a fool’s paradise. We have nc way of finding out how
this is being done unless there is an analysis being done on how the
money is spent.

4. Who determined how the money should be spent?

5. What difference would it make if the funds were increased

or decreased ?
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COMMUNTITY CONTROL

In summary, I have tried to indicate that Federal legislation must
give ammunition to barrio and ghetto communities so that they, at
a local level, can bring about the necessary pressures,

Give special attention to that little sentence, because I think the
legislation is limited as to what it can do, but it can provide us with
ammunition,

Moreover, Federal legislation must have written into it the philos-
ophy of community develcpment, of community self-help.

My last topic is the one that concerns me the most. It concerns
me because adult leadership, like the people sitting in this room,
has not been taken. Naively, I expected even bureaucratic leader-
ship. Certainly, we need not wait for students to walk out to tell
us what has to be done. There is nothing new in what the student
demands have outlined,

I request that this exhibit be included in the record. This is the
reply to the 36 demands by the students in Los Angeles.

Senator Monpare. It will be included at this point in the record.

(The exhibit referred to follows:)

INTERIM REPORT
DEMANDS AND REQUESTS, STUDENT WALKOUTS

This is a compilation of:

A. Demands and Requests Presented in Connection with Student Walkouts;

B. Staff Response to A.;

C. Board Response and Action to both A. and B. above.

Stndent walkouts occurred during March, 1968. On March 26, 1968, a memo
from the Superintendent was sent to Members of the Board of Education.
This memo contained A. and B. above. The opening statement of this memo
is also included in the attached material.

At various meetings of the Board of Education subsequent to March 26,
1968, these demands and requests were discussed and the staff response re-
viewed. Actirns taken by the Board as @ result of these discussions are sum-
marized in the following pages. The numbering of each demand and the staff
response is as it appeared in the March 26, 1968 memo. This is followed by
the response which in most cases was official action of the Board of Education.

A supplement to this report summarizing committee work on those items
veferred to committees or to the staff and related information will be pub-
lished at a later date. Committee and staff work is proceeding on these items
and many things have already taken place to help resolve some problems
pointed out in many requests. :

For further information on Board discussion and the vote on each item, the
Mimntes and recordings of Board meetings should be consulted.

ot (DU,
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(OPENING STATEMENT AND FIRST PAGE ForR MARCH 26, 1968 MEMORANDUM)

INTER-OrrICE CORRESPONDEN CE,
Los ANGELES SCHOOLS,
March 26, 1968.

To: Board of Education Members.

From: Jack P. Crowther, Superintendent.

Subject : Staff response to demands and requests presented in connection “vith
student walkouts.

The following summary is a response from staff, for your assistance in your
discussions with various groups, to demands and requests presented by various
student, teacher, and community groups in connection with East Los Angeles
student walkouts.

It needs to be emphasized, that in the main, many of the items are essen-
tially the same as projects which staff has, from time to time, presented to
the Board for its consideration. The list of demands has created two erroneous
fmplieations:

a. That little if anything has been atiempted by the Board and the district
in trying to carry out educational improvements demanded by the students
and community, and

b. That improvements have been carried out in other schools throughout the
district, particularly in more affluent areas, at the expense of East Los An-
geles schools.

Neither of these assertions is correct, as the data in this report will indicate.

One other impression also needs to be clarified: that funds are available
to carry out the list of demands. The fact is that no such funds are available
without cutting elsewhere. The facts are that a major share of funds is already
being allocated to minority area schools (an average of $53 more annually
per student than in so-called advantaged areas).

A preliminary review of income forecasts for next year indicates that the
district’s financial condition will not be improved at all. Little if any funds
will be available for major program improvements such as those included in
these requests and demands. )

Therefore, it is incumbent upon all of us that we not give the community
false expectations for improvement when funds are not available. Rather,
may we suggest that we seek to enlist the support of the concerned community,
teacher, and student groups in a concerned effort to make our state and ad-
ministration and legislators aware of the critical need to provide major im-
provements.

The information that follows has been prepared in response to the presenta-
tions from the various groups and has been arranged alphabetically for your
convenience. -

1. ADMINISTRATORS

ANl administrators where schools have a majority of Mexican-American de-
scent stndents shall be of Mexican-American descent. If necessary, training
programs should be instituted to provide a cadre of Mexican-American ad-
ministrators. . .

Staff response to this request

For several years, concerned efforts have been made to persuade Spanish-
surname teachers to accept assignments in schools with large numbers of
Spanish-surname students. More than one-third of the 816 teachers (Spanish
surname) are so assigned. However, it should be stressed that teachers gen-
erally are assigned to schools of their chojce in accordance with existing board
policy; therefore, efforts to increase the number of teacbers in these schools
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must be persuasive and must include the support of teacher and community
groups.

Likewise, there is an inadequate number of Spanish-surname teachers who
hold administrative credentials and are eligible to move into administrative
positions. As a result, the district has initiated a training program to pre-
pare minority group teachers for administrative credentials. However, here
too, district efforts will not be effective unless responsibility for encouragmg
teachers to return to school and acquire the necessary credentials is also
assumed by teacher groups and by the community.

Board responsc to this request (motions adopted April 1, 1968) ’

That it is the sense of this Board that it eannot agree with the first sen-
tence in this item, which reads: “All administrators where schools have a
majority of Mexican-American descent students shall be of Mexican-American
descent.”

That the Supcrintendent be requested to report cxpeditiously and from time
to time on the success of iis announced program to train and reeruit Mexican-
American administrators of minority extraction.

(Note: The above paragraph refers to the second sentence of the request.)

2. ASSEMBLIES

That special non-academic assemblles be made voluntary during part of the
lunch period and that they in no way should interfere with the regularly
scheduled instructional program of the school.

Staff rcsponsc to this request

Assemblies of this nature already are a part of school activities throughout
the district, and many schools have initiated student forums and discussion
groups on a variety of public issues. Assemblies with recognized educational
value are held during the regular school day, but every effort iz made to keep
these to & minimum in order thaf academic work not be disrupted. The student
discussion groups are encouraged as a means of giving students opportunities
to air their own views on a particular topic. Board rules govern the partici-
pation of outside speakers.

Board rcsponsc to this request (motion adopted April 1, 1968)

That this item be referred to the Personnel and Schools Committee for study
and report to the Board at the earliest possible time.

(Note : It was stated that this motion implies a report to the committee by the
Superintendent and that it applies to senior high schools only.)

3. BILINGUAIL PERSONNEL

Mexican-American or Spanish speaking persons should 'be encouraged to
become administrators, counselors, and Child Welfare and Attendance worlkers.
At least one of the administrators and one of the counselors should speak
Spanish. All Child Welfare and Attendance workers should be able to speak
Spanish.

Staff responsc to this request

This need has long been recognized by staff, as indicated by the response
to the section on administrators previously. The need to be conversant in
Spanish is also highly desirable, and adult education classes in conversational
Spanish are currently being attended by some 2,000 teachers, administrators,
child welfare and attendance workers, and classified employees.

Other district programs to encourage fluency in Spanish include the following:

a. Workshops in conversational Spanish held for the last three years to

:
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provide for high school counselors an opportunity to learn the basie voeab-
ulary needed to confer with Spanish-speaking parents and pupils.

b. Recent Board of Education policy providing extra pay for bi-lingual ability
for classified personnel,

¢, An organized program by the Child Welfare and Attendance Branch to
provide fluency in Spanish for its assistant suyervisors. This includes a seminar
to be conducted this summer for all new assistant supervisors who work
in Spanish speaking residential areas. The project, to be condueted at a cost of
$20,000, will be directed by Dr. Rosalio Munzo, special services supervisor for
the Child Welfare and Attendance Branch.

Board response to this request (motion adopted April 1, 1968)

That the Board agrees with this request in principle and asks the Superin-
tendent to make a report to the Board regarding the development of pro-
grams to this end.

4. BILINGUAL INSTRUCTION

Bi-lingual—bi-cultural edueation will be compulsory for Mexican-Americans
In the Los Angeles City Scliool system where there is a majority of MexXiean-
Awmeriean students. This program will be open to all other students on a
voluntary basis. In-service education programs will be instituted immediately
for all staff in order to teach them the Spanish language and increase their
understanding of the history, traditions, and contributions of the Mexican
culture.

Staff response to this request

Staff recognizes that it is highly desirable to provide some degree of bi-
lingual and bi-cultural edueation for Spanish surname students. As a result
of a change in state law last year, it is now possible for bi-lingual iustruction
to be offered in those situations when sucl instruction is “educationally ad-
vantageous to the pupils.”

it neads to be remembered that not all Spanish surname students are of
Mexican-American descent and vast differences of opinion are found in the
Spanish surname community regarding the extent of bi-lingual and bi-enl“ural
instruction,

Nevertheless, a large variety of instructional and in-service training pro-
grams are being provided—not only to increase the competency in Spanish
of staff—but also to increase their understanding of the lhistory, traditions,
and contributions of the Latin culture,

A large segment of the Elementary and Secondary Edieation Aet programs
in East Los Angeles schools, as well as programs funded with distriet funds,
is devoted to the area of bi-lingual and bi-cultural instruetion.

Board response to this request (motion adopted April 1, 1968)
That this item be referred to the Educational Developmment Cowmmittee,

5. BUILDING—NEW

New high schools in thie area must he immediately bnilt. The new Schools
will be named by the community. At least two senior high schools and at least
one junior high school must be built. Marengo Street School must he reacti-
vated to reduce the student-teacher load at Murchison Street School.

Staff responsc to this request

Since 1933, the district las spent $25,556,717 on land, buildings, and equip-
nient at Roosevelt, Garfield, Lincoln and Wilsou high schools.

Scnior High—The New Wilson is now under construction in the East Los
Argeles area. No other new schools are funded with 1966 Bond Funds.

The following plan for these four senior high schools serving East Los
Angeles area will provide a capacity for 12,600 pupils to house the projected
total enrollment of 11,300 senior high pupils.

a. The opening of New Wilson High School in September 1969, wil' pro-
vide space for approximately 300 pupils from Garfield and 200 pupils from
Roosevelt, >

b. Additional buildings—to be funded in a future bond issue—will increase
capacities at Wilson to 3000 and Roosevelt to 3500.

e. Lincoln High School will become a three-year Senior High School upon
completion of the New Wilson High School.



O

 pRiC

A A 1 Toxt Provided by ERIC

2425

Junior high pupils will be phased out of Lincoln High and will go to the
Old Wilson Junior High and Nightingale Junior High.

There will be a capa:.ity for 2600 senior high pupils at Lincoln for a projected
enrollment of only 1900. This excess capacity will allow space for the de-
velopment of special programs to serve the area.

Future replacement of pre-1933 buildings can be designed around the special
programs and anticipated enrcliment requirements.

Junior High—No new Junior High Schools are funded in the 1966 bonds
for the East Los Angeles area.

However, conversion of Old Wilson High School to a junior high school and
the counstruction of additional facilities at several schools is included in the
1966 Bond Program. Projects at Belvedere, Stevenson, Wilson and Nightingale
junior high schools will provide a total capacity of 14,200 junior high school
pupils in the East Los Angeles area.

Housing and population trends will be studied thoroughly in preparation for
the next school bond proposal, and if a new school is essential, it will be in-
cluded in the bond issue.

Names for new secondary schools are recommended by committees selected
from the area to be served by the new school. This policy has been in force
for several years and is followed in the entire School District. With the opening
of the New Wilson High School, the community will have the opportunity
to rename tke Old Wilson which is being converted to a junior high school.

Reactivation of Marengo Street School is not possible. It is a pre-1933 build-
ing that does not meet earthquake resistance laws and cannot be used by
school pupils without major rehabilitation or replacement.

Roard response to this request (motion adopted April 1, 1968)
That this item be referred to the Building Committee.

6. BUILDING-—REHABILITATION

Buildings that are not earthquake-proof or are physically or structuraily
unsafe should be immediately replaced or made safe. Students should not be
allowed to attend classes in any building so categorized.

Staff response to this request

In no case does the district operate classes in unsafe buildings. All distriet
school buildings are far sturdier than most other community or privately
owned facilities. Some of the buildings, however, do not meet the strict re-
quirements of the Field Act Standards—determined only after exhaustive
engineering studies. These standards are considerably more restrictive than
local building codes.

With the conipletion of the 1966 bond program, we will have demolished
or replaced 581 (86%) of the 676 masonry buildings constructed prior to the
establishment of the Field Act Standards in 1933. Meanwhile, we have suc-
cessfully housed over 400,000 new children, and have made many improvements,
lighting, acoustics, etc.,, to make teaching stations in all buildings desirable
places in which to teach children. Only 95 buildings throughout the District
remain to be programmed with future funds,

Priorities for preceding with the program are established on the basis of a
coring of the building and an analysis by an independent testing laboratory
and by distriet structural engineers, This analysis indicates the building’s
ability to withstand the forces of earthquakes, The remaining 95 buildings
are the least susceptible to carthquake damage—and safest—in the original
total of 076 bLuildings.

Board. response to this request (motion adopted April 1, 1968)
That this ifem be referred to the Building Committee.

{Note: It was understood that the Building Committee would review Items
Nous. § and 6 with the Superintendent and staff.)

7. CAFETERIA

Improvement of quality and service of cafeteria food for both teachers and
students. Student menus should be Mexican oriented. Open-air student eating
areas should be made into roofed eating malls.
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Staff response to this request ,

Quality of cafeteria foods is continuously evaluated. New recipes are added
each year to the menu and old recipes retested to determine if improvement
can be made.

Present menus are Mexican oriented. In fact, on the standard price and
portion list, which is used by all secondary schools, there are 16 Mexican-type
entrees. A selection from these may be prepared at any time and if a school
desires, a Mexican dish can be offered every day of the school year.

Cafeterins must be self-sustaining in their operating costs, We would wel-
come qualified mothers who would be interested in working in our cafeterias.
As we operate under a merit system, it would be necessary for them to qualify
by taking an examination.

Open air covered eating areas are funded for the new Wilson Senior High
and old Wilson Junior High (both are under construction). Roosevelt High's
Master Plan includes a covered outdoor eating area, but it must be funded
from a future bond issue. Garfield High’s central mall plan also includes a
covered outdoor eating area. This project is funded, and preliminary Dlans are
approved. Lincoln High School has a very limited area where a covered eating
area could e provided. Future bond funds would be required for the project.
Board response to this request (motion adopted April 1, 1968)

That the first sentence in this item, which reads “Improvement of quality
and service of cafeteria food for both teachers and students.”, he referred to
the Auxiliary Services Committee.

(Note: It was understood that the second sentence of Item 7. which reads
“Student menus should he Mexican oriented.”, would be referred to the Su-
perintendent. )

8. CLASS SIZE

(lass size should be reduced so that teaclhiers can be more effective in the
classroom and devote miore time to individual students. Team teaching approach
should be used to reduce student-teacher ratio to 20/1.

Staff response to this request

Reduction of class size is, likewise, a major objective of the district. To re-
duce class size to 20 pupils per class would require hiring of 800 teachers for
target area schools only, at a cost of $6 mililion annually. Further, it would
require construction of 650 additional rooms at a total cost of $13 million for
buildings. It should be emphasized that average class size in both elementary

and secondary schools is smaller in East Los Angeles schools than throughout

the district as a whole. The following two charts are examples:

CHARY |

Average class size

Kindergarten 1to3 dto b
East area (57 schools). 0.7 28.0 35.8
Elementary district (435 schools). . . 23.2 29.9 36.9

CHART |
Certified  Pupil-teacher .

School Enroliment staff ratio  Administrators
-3,183 163 119.5 L)

3,33 148 22,5 3

3,410 147 23.2 4

3,671 178 20.6 L)

3,222 132 24.4 3

3,502 148 23.6 3

3.503 143 2.5 3

3,62 156 2.2 3
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Boar;ﬁ_ rcgponsc to this request (motion adopted and agrecmnent rcached April
, 1968)

That the Board agrees with the first sentence in this item, which reads:
“Class size should be reduced so that tenchers can be wmore effective in the
classroom and devote more time to individual students.”, and endorses as an
accurate analysis of the issue the position statement reported by the Super-
intendent.

Following discussion of the last two sentences in this item, which read:
“Team teaching approach: should be used. Reduce student-teacher ratio to
20/1.”, the Board agreed to take note of these requests. No further action was
taken, for the reason that various team teaching approaches are presently
being studied and because the student-teacher ratio cannot possibly be re-
duced to 20/1 with the present funding situation.

9. CLEANUP

School janitorial services should be restricted to the employees hired for
that purpose by the school board. Students will not be punished by picking
up paper or trash and keeping them out of class.

Staff rcsponsc to this rcquest

School custodians are assigned on the basis of uniform manpower allotments
equally applicable to all schools of the district. Custodians are_school board
cmployees assigned to the “housekeeping” functions. We agree that students
should not be kept out of class and punished by being asked to pick up paper
or trash.

Board response to this request (motion adopted and agreement reached April
15, 1968)

That the Board concurs with the position statement reported by the Su-
perintendent.
10. COMMUNITY RELATIONS

Hold workshops for certified staff to learn background, customs, cultures, and
comnmunity around high school.

Staff responsc to this request

Workshops in this category, as well as related in-service training, are being
conducted on a continuvally expanding basis, not only at individual schools, but
as part of districtwide programs. These projects are conducted—some with
federal funds—under auspices of the Office of Urban Affairs, Personnel Di-
vision, and the Fiementary and Secondary Education divisions.

Board responss to this request (April 15, 1968)

Following discussion of Item No. 10, Community  Relations, the members
of the Board agreed with the Superintendent’s response.

11. CORPORAI, PUNISDMENT

All forms of corporal punishment should be abolished. (No more SWATS.)
Students are not i{o be swatted at any time for any reason. .

Std)ff response to this request

Corporal punishment is provided for, under specific conditions, by the Edu-
cation Code. It is also provided for by policy, but it is recognized as a proper
disciplinary method to be administered only on rare occasions, and *“only after
milder measures have failed and after the nature of the offense has been fully
explained to the pupil.”

Wlen corporal punishmen: is administered by a teacher, board policy re-
quires that this be “in the presence of the principal or vice-principal.” The
student is protected also, by the réquirement that the principal and vice-
principal administer such punishment “in the preseunce of some adult witness.”

If this policy is being violated by school staff, it is requested that notice of
such specific violations be immediately reported to the area superintendent
in order that proper remedial measures may be taken.
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\}’e do nog feel that corporal punishment should be abolished, put we do
believe that it may be used judiciously in certain cases under supervised con-
ditions, We recommend periodic review of procedures with school staff.

Board response to this request (motion adopted April 1, 1968)
That this item be referred to the Personnel and Schools Committee.

12. COUNSELORS

If counselors are to0 make a real impact, the district must: (1) Reduce the
ratio of pupils to counselors; (2) Provide clerical assistance to counselors to
relieve them of paper work so more time can be given to individual counseling
experience; (3) Increase efforts to recruit and train counselors of Mexican-
American descent.

Staff response to this request

It is agreed that all of the points in this section are extremely valid. They
are generally the same objectives which staff has attempted to have imple-
mented for the last several years. Lack of funds has not made it possible
to reduce the ratio of pupils to counuselors, although federal funds have im-
proved counseling programs at Garfield, Lincoln and Roosevelt high schools
during the last two years.

Clerical assistance is urgently needed and is being requested for next year
if funds are available.

In regard to point number three, the district has intensified its efforts to
recruit and train teachers of Mexican-American descent for careers in coun-
seling. However, it needs to be reemphasized that this responsibility must
be shared by the community and by teacher organizations.

Board responsc o this request (motion adopted and agreement rcached April
15, 1968)
That the Board concurs with the position statement reported by the Su-
perintendent.
13. ELECTIVES

Bither more classes should be offered, or a readjustment of existing classes
should be made. Students must not regularly be told that they cannot take
a particular required class because it is filled. Students should pe allowed
to take the electives that THEY want and not be asked to fill unfilled classes
which they do not want.

Staff response to this request

Each school plans its subject offerings to provide an adequate number of
classes in all reguired subjects, plus elective offerings to accommodate student
program requests. However, there are certain limitations in all schools im-
posed by available teacher time and available physical facilities.

It is our opinion that students are not regularly denied enrollment in re-
quired subjects. In the matter of electives, there may be cases where students’
first ¢hoices are not always available, due to the limitations cited above. This
question will be reviewed with principals.

Board response 10 this request (motion adopted April 15, 1968)

That the Board endorses the staff response to this itein and urges the Super-
intendent to bring to its attention any further recommendations in this area.

14. ¥REE SPEECI

No student or teacher will be reprimanded or suspended for participating in
any efforts which are executed for the purpose of improving or furthering
the educational quality in our schools.

Stajff response 1o this request

Teachers and students, in their efforts to secure improvement of school pro-

grams, must recognize that other students and members of school staffs also

have rights. Therefore, they should be fully aware of the need to express their
opinions in 2 manner that will avoid disruptive situations and interference
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with the edueational program of the schiools. There are established ehannels
of commimieation that should be used. Walkouts and other disruptive acts
have served their purpose. No further uscful purpose would be served by
further similar disruptive acts.
Board rcsponsc to this request (motion adopted April 22, 1968)

That further consideration of Ttem No. 14 be deferred.

15. FREE SPEECIT
Students should have access to any type of literature and should be allowed
to bring it on eampus.

Staff response to this request

State law clearly limits the type of iterature which ean be circulated on
school eampuses. Seetion 8454 of the Education Code states that “no bulletin,
eirenlar, or other publication of any character whose purpose is to spread

propaganda or to foster mewmbership in . . . of any organization not directly
under eontrol of the school authorities . . . shall be distributed . . . or shown
to the pupils of any elementary or secondary school . . .”

Board responsc to this request (motion adopted April 8, 1968)

That the Board desires to increase flexibility and freedom in the distribution
nnd availability of printed materials on high school eampuses and requests
the Superintendent to suggest procedures and policy statements by which this
declaration can be implemented.

16. GRADES

The high ineidence of fail marks in the c¢lassroom should call for an evalu-
ation of the grading policies in Bast Los Angeles.

Staff rcsponsc to this rcquest

Grading polieies of all schiools are reviewed from time to time. Such a review
is now under way of grading practices in both elementary and secondary
schools throughout the district.

However, there iS no data that indieates that more failing marks are given
in East Los Angeles than in other seections of the school district. While certain
minimwn standards are established as guidelines to help teachers in grading
students, it must be recognized that teachers are professionally trained persons
who are best qualified to evaluate the achievements of their students and to
assign grades earned by their students. This is the basis for state law whieh
requires that marks assigned by a teacher are finul exeept in instances of
of obvious error.

Bourd responsc to this rcqu st (motion adoptcd April 22, 19G8)

That the Board endorses the staff response to this item and invites the Super-
intendent to present a progress report of the study now being made outlining
further recomnmendations with the understanding that the study referred to
will include all aspeets.

17. GROOMING

That dress and grooming standards should be determined by a group eon-
sisting of parents, students and teachers at each individual school.

Staff responsc to ithis rcquest

Board poliey gives principals the responsibility to ‘‘establish and enforce
rensonable standards of dress .. .” In actual practice, however, dress stand-
ards are generally established in exactly the manner deseribed in this request;
that is by a comumittee of parcats, students and *eachers at each individual
school. Staff believes that students and school personnel would agres with
the guideline given to principals that “to be reasonable, standards must be
reaiistice, flexible and subject to change.”

Board response to thie request (motion adopted April 22, 1968)

That the Board endorses the staff response to this item with the clear nnder-
standing that, if it has not been done in the past, principals will involve
parents, students, and staff in this overall decision.
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18. GROUPING

Homogencous grouping-class'fying of students be eliminated,
Staff responsc to this request

Homogencous grouping—the grouping and classifying of students of like
interest and abilities—is a widely cstablished procedure. However, it is recog-
nized that this type of grouping does, of course, cause considerable controversy
and different points of view. Those who disapprove of the practicc feel that:
(1) available tests are of questionable validity; (2) other values devcloped
in one groupcd class are of greater importance than homogeneity,

It is to be emphasized that grouping which takes place in Los Angeles is
not based so:ely on test achievements but also is based on teacher observation.
For certain purposes, homogeneous grouping is a valid and valuable method of
improving instruction. (Remedial reading and gifted classes, for instance.)
Some homogeneous grouping, further, is required by law.

Thercfore, to condemn ail homncgeneous grouping—including music classes,
art classes, and other similar types of grouping—is {0 rule out the many in-
stances where it contributes to a better education for young people.

Bouard response to this request (motion adopted April 22, 1968)

That the Board e¢ndorses the staff response to this item and invites the
Superintendent to present further information regarding the improvement of
that level of youngster who is the victim of rigidity in the area of homogeneiry;
sand that a report concerning this subject be presented during a future 2:00 p.ax.
meeting of the Board of Edueation,

19, HISTORY AND CULTURE

Texthooks and enrrientum should he developed to show Mexican and Mexican-
American contribution to the U.S. Society and to show the injustices that the
Mexicans have suffered as a -ulture of that socicty, Texthooks should concen-
trate on Mexicnn folklore rather than English folklore. (Treaty of Guadalupe-
Hidalgo 1859.) Increased emphasis should be placed upon teaching and con-
tributions of all minorities to United States history and culture,

Staff respensc to this request

Staff of the Los Angales City School$ has long recognized the responsibility
to make all students familiar and appreciative of the contributions of the vari-
ous ethnic groups represented within the district, Much of the material to
accomplish this objective is not available cummerecially, Therefore, the distriet
has undertaken a dual task, (1) to make textbook and educational mater.:.s
publishers aware of the need for such material, and (2) to publish material
specifically applicable to Los Angeles for use in district classrooms.

Textbooks and curriculum used in Los Angeles depicting the contributions of
all minorities to United States history and culture are considered. the outstand-
ing of their type in the nation. It is recognized, however, that this is only a
beginning and much more needs to be accomplished in this area as funds are
available o carry out this objective.

Board response to this request (motion adopted April 29, 1968)

That the staif response to Item 19 be approved as presented, and that the last
sentence of the second paragraph pe expanded to rzad as follows:

It is recogrized, however, that this is only a beginning and much more needs
to be accumplished in this area as funds are available to carry out this objec-
tive: that tue production of materials should be stepped up; that, if necessary,
members of the staff should be commissioned to do research; and that someone
should be commissioned to write material to be made available across the
Digtrict,”

20, IQ TESTS
Revise 1.Q. tests to include ii.iowledge of all community cultures, Allow a 10

percent leeway for students from communities with different knowledge source
material.
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Staff rcsponse to this rcquest

it must be emphasized that I1.Q. tests are only one measure used for iden-
tification of students’ ahilities. Counsetors for the most part do not expeet an
1.Q. score to be a measure of raw abhility or potential. For some time, the use

. of “enlture-free,” “culture-fair” I1.Q. tests has been sought as an answer to the

handicaps which students may have who do not come from a “standard cultural
background.”

However, the I.QQ. test cannot be cousidered a final measure of ability even
when the 1.Q. is produced by “culture-free” exmminations. It needs to be re-
stressed that other means—teacher observations, classroom performance:, ete.
—are also used in determining placement of students.

Board rcsponse to this request (motion adopted April 29, 1968)

That the Board endorses the staff response to this item and indicates that it
woula like to receive the best briefing the staff can give on the value, the weak-
nesses, and the possible changes in the direction of I1.Q. testing.

21. LIBRARIES

Library facilities will be expanded at all Bast Los Angeles higl schools. At
present, the libraries in these Lhigh schools do not meet the educationa) needs
of the students. Suffeient library materials will be provided in Spanish.
Staff rcsponsc to this requcst

Library improvement programs are scheduled at three of the four Bast Los
Angeles high schools, although only one is presently funded. A new library is
included as part of the construction at Wilson High School and will include
the latest facilities available in schools throughout the distriet.

A new library is also scheduled for Garfield High School—to be included in
the replacement of the present “G” building. At Roosevelt the existing library—
which is larger than the new standard libraries in new schools—will be modern-
ized following completion of the new classroom administrative building. Both
of these, however, are not funded and must be financed from future bond issues
or from other sources.

Additional development of library facilities at Lincoln High School is de-
pendent on future enroliment and implementation of special innovative pro-
grams. This project too, will be dependent upon future funding. Every effort
is also being made—within limitations of available funds—to provide library
material published in Spanish.

Board rcsponse to this request (motion adopted May 13, 1968)

That the Board endorses the staff response to this item, indicates its interest
in reviewing the plans for the new Woodrow Wilson High S8chool library, and
commits itself to a review of space, book, and stafling standards for all School
District libraries.

22, NON-ACADEMIC STUDENTS

Students with non-academic majors should be allowed and encouraged to
taie academic courses.
Staff rcsponse lo this request

1t is diflicult to generalize in this area. Counselors certainly are always
advised to encourage youngsters to participate in courses which will challenge
their learning potential. However, it must be stressed that extreme caution
must be exercised in not counseling students intc subject areas which are
beyond their learaing capabilities.

Board responsc to this request (motion adopted May 13, 1968)

That it is the policy of this Board that stuff and counselors advise and
encourage students to participate in courses that will challenge their learning
potential, and an effort will be made to increase snd improve all counseling
services in the School District.

23. NON-ENGLISH SPEAKING

Teachers of the non-English speaking should have adequate knowledge of
Spanish. .
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Steff response to this request

Staff is in complete agrecment with this request. Elementary school teachers
of the non-English-speaking do, in most cases, have an adequate knowledge of
Spanish or the mother-tongue of the childien in the class. In those cases where
this is not so, tcachers have been selected on the basis of their interes* in the
prograim, their understanding of the relationship with pupils of Mexican-
American background and have received intensive training in contrastive
analysis of English and Spanish.

In the secondary program for non-English speaking and foreign students,
every endeavor is being inade to increase the mmunber of bilingnal teachers.
Currently, 46 percent of the total teachers in the program in Area B are fluent
in Spanish to the extent that they speak, read, and write the language. In-
service training classes described earlier in this report provide additional
opportunities for teachers to improve their competency in Spanish.

Board responsc to this reqiest (motion adopted May 13, 1968)

That the question be interpreted tuv read as follows:

“Teachers of the non-English, Spanish-speaking students should have ade-
quate knowledge of Spanish.”

(Note: It was understood that the staff response to this item. as inferpreted
by the motion, was endorsed hv the Board.)

24, OPEN CAMIUS

All high school campuses should be open. Fences should be removed. The
Board of Education should publicize the rcasons for closed campus policies.

Stajf response to this request

Open campuses have been tried at various times with unsatisfactory results
in a number of Los Angeles secondary schools. Reactions from neighboring
residents and business people have indicated that student conduct—regardless
o the geographic area—leads to a number of serious problems. Additionally,
the State Education Code places the responsibility for the protection of pupils
with the district. Staff of each school, in fact, assumes the responsibility of
parents while students are under the control of the school, Because of this,
fencing of campuses is regarded as an essential part of pupil protection in
order to keep non-studcnts oft school campuses. Additioually, fences are re;
garded as essential for the protection of staff and physical property. Without
some means of controlling campus entrances, it would be difficult to prevent
unauthorized personnel from entering campuses and buildings or to provide
the security deemed essential.

Board rcsponse to this request (motion adopted May 13, 1968)

That the Board concurs in the philosophy expressed in the staff response to
this item and indicates its willingness to receive from the Superintendent ree-
ommendations for variations in this policy in individnal sheool situations.

25. PREJUDICE

Procedures should be ¢stablished in the district for the removal of any
teacher or administrator whio has shown prejudice toward students.
Staff response to this veouest

It is to be emphasized that the district will not condone auny acts of prej-
udice towards pupils, employees, or parents. One of the prime objectives of
the school is to improve inter-personal and inter-cultural relationships among
students, teachers, other staff and the community.

Many student and faculty human relations committees and workshops are
organized and active in working on problems related to the improvement of
understanding and the removal of prejudice.

Well established Board of Education rules provide cominunieations chanucls
to air grievances relating to prejulice. It appears more appropriate to work
towards the elimination of acts of prejudice which might occur by working
towards greater understsndinng, rather than to compound negative attitudes
by arbitrary removal of staff as suggested in this request. .
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Board response to this request (motion adopted June 24, 1968)

That the policy of the Board of Tducation with regard to Item No, 23,
Prejudiee, be established as follows:

It is to be emphasized that the Distriet will not condone any aets of prejudice
towards pupils, employees, or parents. One of the prime objectives of the schootl
is to improve inter-personal and inter-cultural relationships among students,
teachers, other staff and the community.

1t is the view of the Board that it is an unprofessional aet for a school
employee to show prejudice, and the Superintendent is instructed to direet
staff to refrain from statements or aets that express prejudice or racism in
their capaeity as school employees.

Many student and faeculty human reiations committees and workshops are
organized and active in working on pronlems related to the improvement of
understanding and the removal of prejudice.

Well established Board of Edueation rules provide communieations chanuels
to air grievances relating to prejudice.

26. READING

A coneerted, concentrated reading program in the regular elas.room as well
as in the remedial elasses which is not committed to any one method hut which
is, rather, innovative and seleetive in its application to individuals must be
initinted. These programs should be constantly and meaningfully evaluated by
personnel outside the program and the sehool should take the initiative in
nmaking the community aware of the progress or lack of progress and of any
problems involved that might hinder the learning or teaching of reading.
Corollary to the improvement in the teaching of reading is a general upgrading
of the regular English program. Extend the Miller-Unruh Spoecialists to Rast
Los Angelex. Expand the SAC (Student Achievement Centers) Program.
Initinte a Reading Tutorinl Program.

Staff responsc to this rcquest

Staff is in complete ngreement with the objectives of this request. Programs
to impreve reading at all levels of the school distriet are essentially those
deseribed here. It needs to be pointed out that all of these programs ave costly
and requ’re intensive traizing of personnel.

A grest variety of specialized reading programs are condueted in elementary
and secondary schools in East Los Angeles. The following are but some aspects

of the program:

a. A total of 92 specinl reading teachers assigned to 50 schools in the Bast
area. It is planned to inerease this number in 1968-69.

b. Speeinl books, equipment and materials of instruction have been pro-
vided to all schools.

¢, All elementary scheols in the East aren have a library with a class “A” »

book ecollection. (A class “A” book collection is the standard book eolleetion
provided to all eclementary selhools.)

d. Specinlized reading programs in secondary schools began several years
ago and include the federally funded Student Achievement Centers in five
Junior high schools and three senior high schools.

c. In addition to the Student Achievement Centers program, inisic reading
and reading improvement classes are also conducted in these schools.

f. Long range plans inelude requests for reading laboratories in all
secondary schools.

Bourd response to this reqitest (motion adopted Junc 24, 1968)

That’ the Bourd of Edueation adopt the staff response to this item as an
acecptable-statement of its position.

27. RESTROOMS

Restrooms should remain open at all times during the regulation school day.
Staff responsc to this request

It is agreed that adequate restroom facilities should be available to pupils
throughout the sehool day. Instances where restrooms have been closed were
usually ocecasioned by pnpil misconduet (smoking, ete.) o1 malfunction of
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plumbing, Principals have been requested to review procedures in this regard
and to insure that adequate restrooms to meet health and legal provisions are
open at all times. It may be necessary to provide more adult Supervision,
possibly by para-professional ewployees or volunteers.

Board rcsponse to this request (motion to adopted response, as amcndcd,
June 24, 1968)

It is agreed that adequate restroom facilities should be available to pupils
throughout the school day. Instances where restrooms have been closed were
usually oceasioned by pupil misconduct (smoking, etc.) or malfunction of
plumbing. Principals have been requested to review procedures in this regard
and to insure that adequate restrooms to meet health and legal provisions are
open at all times. A restroom shall not be closed as a purely punitive measure
due to the couduct of individuals. It may be necessary to provide more adult
supervision, possibly by para-professional employees or volunteers.

28. R.0.T.C. .

R.0.T.C. funds should be placed at school disposal for other use.

Staff response to this request

Little if any savings of money would be realized by this proposal. While it is
true that the district now pays a share of the salaries of R.0.T.C. personnel,
elimination of this program would make it necessary to place students into
regular physical eduecation classes. Further, elimination of the R.0.T.C. program
would eliminate an elective course which is highly popular with many young
wmen in East Los Angeles schools.

Board response to this request (motion udopted June 24, 1968)

That the Superintendent be invited to reexamine the response offered to
Jtem No. 28 and to resubmit a response for Board consideration.

20. STUDENT OFFICES

Student body offices shall be open to 21l students. A high grade point average
shall not be considered as a pre-requisite to eligibility.

Staff response to this request

Qualifications for student body offices are a matter of local school determina-
tion. These qualifications are, as a rule, set forth in the student body constitu-
tion and may be changed by the student body through the regular provisions
for making such changes.

It should be pointed out that one of the reasons for establishing grade point
average requirements has been to protect the student who has low marks and
is having difficulty in keeping up in his subjects. It is felt that this student
should not take on additional work and responsibility.

Board response to this request (motion adopted May 23 1968)
That the Board endorses the staff response to this item.

30. SUSPENSIONS

Student suspensions should be in written form so that students and parents
are properly informed as to the reasons for and duration of the suspensions.
The comnmnity, the administration, and the teachers should be in substantial
agreement concerning the rules governing student suspensions. Student suspen-
sion forms should be written in English and Spanish so that the parent will
have no misgivings as to the cause for the suspension.

Staff response to this request

It is agreed that suspensions should be in written form, and this is present
policy. In addition, a plione call to the parent is made whenever possible.

Causes for suspension are based upon Stafe code and Board of Education
regulations, but they should be uuderstood by students, parents, and the
community.

The suggestion to develop suspension notifications in Spanish, where appli-
cable, is a good one and will be recommended to schools.

Board response to this request (motion adopted July 8, 1968)
That this item be referred to the Personnel and Schools Committee.
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31. SWIMMING POOLS

Swimming pools should be provided for the high schools in Iast Los Angeles.
Steff response to this request

Swimniing pools are not provided by the district for any school. Where pools
are presenily operated on high school Jocations, they have been constructed by
other municipal or governniental ageneies. This request should be directed at
appropriate recreational agencies, rather than the 3chools.

Board response to this request (motion adopted July 8, 1968)

. 'Phat this matter be referred to the Building Comimittee for study and
| recommendation.

32. TEACHER AlhES

Commaunity parents should be engaged as teacher’s aides..Orientation similar
to in-service training should be provided, and they will be given status as semi-
professional as in the new careers concept.

Staff responsc to this rcquest

Staff is in complete agreenent with this request. More than 300 parents and
other adults are already employed in East Los Angeles schools in this capacity
and plans call for a major expansion of this pregram as soon as funds are
available.

Board rcsponse to this request (motion adopted May 23, 1968)
That the Board endorses the staff response to this item.

33. TEACHER DISCIPLINE

No teacher should be dismissed or transferred because of his political views
and/or philosophical disagreements with administrators.

Staff response to this request

It is agreed that no teacher should be dismissed, transferred, or have his
status affected in any way because of his political views and/or his philoso-
phical disagrcements with administrators.

However, it is contrary to Board policy for a teacher to air and espouse his
personal views in the classroom or with pupil groups on campus. No teacher
has the right to encourage students to violate school rules and regulations.

Board response to this request (amendment of staff response and adoption of
staff response as amended, July 8, 1968)

It is agreed that no teacher should be dismissed, transferred, or have his
status affected in any way because of his political views and/or his philosa-
phical disagreements with administrators.

Howerver, it is contrary to Board policy for a teacher to air and espouse his
personal views and/or his philosophical views when these would compromise
the discharge of his professional obligation in the classroom or on campus,

34, TEACHERS—MEXICAN AMERICANS

The Board of Education should do everything possible to alleviate the short-
age of teachers and administrators of Mexican descent at all levels of educa-
tion. The Boarq should see to it that more college instructors of Mexican descent
are hired at East Los Angeles Junior College. Increased efforts should be made
to recruit male minority teachers.

Staff response to this request

Stafi’ is keenly aware of the need to recruit teachers of Spanish surname
descent for positions throughout the District. Aggressive efforts are being
u:ilized to encourage these teachers to acquire the necessary credentials and
prepare themselves for higher administrative positions. —

Presently there is an aggressive program being conducted to recruit teachers
of Mexican-American descent in eolleges and universities throughout the United
States. Additionally, an administrative intern training program for teachers
from minority groups described earlier provides opportunities for upgrading
of minority group personnel. .
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Another attempt to inerense the number of teachers of Spanish surnaue
des -nt in (he schools is a long range program calling for identification of
students as ecvly as the junior high school years and eucouraging them to enter
teaching as a career, cooperative programs with local teacher training institu-
tions, and increasing scholarships and college adinistration opportunities now
being offered to Spanish surname students.

Roard responsc 1o this request (motion adopted July 8, 1968)
That the staff response be adopted.

35, TEACIHER TRAINING

All teachers should have meaningful and continuing in-service training to
orientate them to problemms and values of the Greater East Los Angeles coni-
munity, and to increase their understanding of the phonetic structure of the
Spanish language as well as of the history, traditions, and contributions of the
minority cultures. Teachers should receive professional compensation for these
added skills,

Staff response to this request

Staff is in complete agreement with this recommendation. Earlier sections of
this report indicate a cross section of projects underway to meet this objective.

Board response to this rcquest (amendment of staff responsc and adoption of
staff response, as amended, July 15, 1968)

Staft is in complete agreement with this reconunendation, with the under-
standing that the words “professional compensation,” as used in the demand,
are taken to miean professional compensation for in-serviee training efforts
undertaken to acquire these added skills. Further, the Board also recognizes
the value of teacher bilingual skills and Las the question of appropriate com-
pensation for such skills under study in the Personnel and Schools Committee.
Earlier sections of this report indicate a cross section of projects under way to
meet this objective; and staff is directed to urge the University of California,
the state colleges, and private institutions to offer courses that pre-service and
credentialed teachers and staff may take to enhance their ability to teach ull
of our students.

36. VOCATIONATL EDUCATION

The Industrial Arts program must be revitalized. Students need proper train-
ing to use the machinery of modern-day industry. Up-to-date equipment and
new operational techniques must replace the obsolescent machines and outmoded
training methods currently being employed in this program. If this high
standard cannot be met, the Industrial Arts program will be de-emphasized.

Staff response to this requcst

The objective of the Industrial Arts program is to prepare young men and
women for entry level jobs in industrial occupations.

Curriculum for this program has been worked out in cooperatinn with ad-
visory committees, many of which include Mexican-American members repre-
scuting labor and management. It is to be recognized that more up-to-date
facilities are needed in all schools and a continual program is underway to
modernize facilities at individual schools.

Follow-up studies of students who have been placed on jobs do not indicate
that there arc inadequacies in their training because of obsolete eguipment or
methods.

A particularly strong point about the Tndustrial Arts program is Saturday
skills classes held in shops of schools in Bust Los Angeles. Industry representa-
tives familiar with these programs are complimentary about the facilities and
scope of the program.

Board response to this request (motion adopted Jaly 15, 1968)
That the staff response be adopted. )
(Note: Based on information presented to the Board frowm the staff, it was

agreed that the terminology in the above should be industrial Iiducation rather
than Industrial Arts.)
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COMPLIANCE ¢ .05 ANGELES AND MEXICAN AMERICANS

Myr. Morexo. The walkouts occurred in March 1968. What has
happened since then? Over 2 years later. . o

1. A few weeks ago two additional Mexican American adminis-
trators were selected for one high school and oue elementaly school.
Big deal.

9. Individual principals or faculties have tried to teach conversa-
tional Spanish to each other.

3. There are less bilingual classes now than before March 1968.
In fact, there are more offerings in the suburban schools on Mexican
history than in the predominantly Mexican American high schools.

4, Without bond issues passing there have been no funds for
buildings.

5. There has been an increase in food services of enchiladas, bur-
ritos, and tacos on school menus. [Laughter.]

6. With increased numbers in attendance and with additional
claims on the local tax dollar, class size is a utopian demand.

7. Counselors have not been increased—on the contrary.

Yes, vocational education has been improved. Funds have been
spent for textbooks on the history and culture of the Mexican
American. But, the student leaders of the walkouts have been under
indictment for conspiracy—indicted not by the school district, but
by a grand jury. They were acquitted 4 weeks ago, but now an-
other agency of law enforcement is bringing charges. I could go on
and outline what has happened in each of the 36 demands.

Gentlemen, when the students walk out to dramatize the inade-
quate schools and services, they are charged with conspiracies, with
felonies. Any teacher involved is charged with a felony. Perhaps
school boards and State Loards should be charged with conspiracy,
of knowingly and willingly providing inferior educational oppor-
tunities to the citizens of this Nation.

In the last few minutes I have tried to underscore the need:
(1) To loosen up ESEA title VII legislation and guidelines; (2)
To reaffirm the philosophy of community development; and (8) To
highlight the need for aggressive leadership from this adminis-
tration.

That is leadership fromn this administration and this Congress,
which seems to be very much lacking.

PREPARED STATEMEXT OF IEDWARD V. MORENO, L0os ANGELES CITY SCHOOLS, SAN
FERNANDO VALLEY STATE COLLEGE

Once again a subcommittee is seeking improvement in the eduncational oppor-
tunities directed at Mexican American children. Little can b2 ndded after the
comprehensive hearings of the 90thh Congress on Bilingnal Ilducation—both the
Senate and House hearings. The comprehensive suggestions, concepts, recom-
mendations and models presented at the Cabinet Connuittee Hearings on Mexicau
American Affairs in Bl Paso. Texas. October 26-28, 1967, have seen set aside by
this administration. Therefore. all I can do is to update the information and
again focus on those areas that might - improved through legislative action.

My experiences 1. ag o secondary aud adnlt tencher the last two decades. 2. as
1 county consultant. 3. as the administrative secretary to an innovative vehicle
for change, the Mexican American Education Commission of the Los Angeles
City Schools. 4. as an associate director of federal training programs, 5. as state-
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wide president of the Association of Mexican American Edueators. and 6. now
as & member of the Mexican American Studies program at San Fernando Valley
State College. lead me to focus on four priority nreas:

Bilingual educeation

Schiool administrators

Integration

Student walkouts

After being involved since 1966 in promoting bilingual/bicultural edueation . . .
it is very frustrating to read guidelines and to witness practices that imhase
econstraints on ESBA Title VII through excessive concern with internal evalua-
tions, educationnl audits, monitoring designs, ete. ESEA Title VII Bilingual
Directors have urged me to do whatever I can to generate actions that wonld
loosen the guidelines for Title VII . .. to the intent of the original legislation,
It appears that priorities of individuals in the Office of Education are preventing
conditions that would allow districts to structnre their programs for maximum
services to the children they purport to serve.

Specifically :

1. The evaluation constraints are forcing districts to turn their programs into
English as a Second Language instend of developing bilingual/bicultural pro-
grams, There are materials for ESL programs, there are pre and posi tests, and
there are ways of gathering hard data. Thus. if districts are using Title VIT
funds for English as a Second Language programs, who needs federal legislation?
Bilingual/bicultural programs must include those necds as determined hy the
participants and those needs for better fostering understanding among all com-
munity members . . . as the intent of the legislation spelled ont.

2. All distriets have diffienlty finding bilingual/bienltural teachers who can
switch from one language to another as needed. Yet. how many programs are
using those students, parents. and other persons living in the barrios as teachers,
as instrictors or as bilingual aides to instruet Mexiean American children? Let
Title VII irain those barrio residents to become teachers. Title VII can legitimize
the assets that these persons possess.

The intent of Title VII was to provide a vehicle for creative approaches ta the
educntion of specific populations. Yet the frustrations artienlated hy directors of
hilingual programs indieate that another piece of far reaching legislation will
be perverted to serve the interests of all but the children it was meant to serve.
Anothier example of Office of Edueation misplaced priorities is the allocation of
$500.000 to two linguists from Aiami to develop a model bilingual program. Wy
not support and replicate the six year program at Laredo, Texas, which i« heing
used as a model by many proposals anyway ?

It appears that few children and few districts where Title VII is being utilized
will benefit from any creative struetural change as a result of a bilingual/
bicenltural program.

The next topic integration seems logical at this time. Integration of poor black
with poor hrown or even a few poor whites is not benefiting any group or this
nation. It is the socio-ecconomic integration of all children that is the long range
gonl that many are working toward. As stated in the Point of View in the Eduea-
tion of Mexican Anterican children presented by the Association of Mexican
American Educators. the first phase of any integration program must include
an integrated curricnlum for all the ehildren K-12 in all distriets.

What end is served by having Mexican American ehildren sitting with poor
blacks or poor whites reading about the myths of Davy Crockett and not rending
about the exploits of frontiersmen thironghout the Southwest 200 years befare
Davy Crockett was horn? What purpose is served by husing Mexican Ameriean
children to sehools in the San Fernando Valley . . . the suburbia of Los Augeles,
when the parents living there are writing letters to conservative legislators in
Californin. and to the State Board of Education demanding that a pieture of
Cesar Chavez and three small safe paragraphs about him he eliminated from a
state textbook adoption?; Even the State Superintendent made it elear to meiu-
hers of the State Currienlum Commission that he did not want the pi~ture in
thie text. Several senators in Sacramento have requested that the entire section
on Cesar Chavez be taken ont. All thiz is in light of State Board policy and
legislative laws written into the Ecueational Code that minorities be presented
in all state adoptions.

If we cannot even integrate texts in a state adoption. are there any federal
strategies or legislation that can assist loeal distriets who want to move forward ?
When Los Angeles City Schonls were requested by conrt order to draw plans for
desegregation, all kinds of support came to the aid of the district, even the
Governor stated that he would prevent the bnsing of children. Yet, 'n nearby
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Pasadena where plans and efforts have been made to desegregate, no oue even
recognized the tremendous effort monnted by Pasadentn to desegregate, Who
really cares about thie best interests of this nation?

Under the topie of sehool administration there are n few thoughts I wish to
share with you.

It i very repugnant to a barrio connnunity to have administrators who have
not identified with the community nor been sensitive to its needs suddenly appear
as directors, specinlists or evaluators of programs serving Mexican American
children. Often district bndget cuts will dietate the position of bilingual director.
I ain not bringing this issne as an issue of competency or qualification, but the
issue is comnunity development. 1ow can we ever raise the sophistieation of a
connnuuity if we have imposed upon it—foreign imports—~foreign to needs and
sensitivities. Programs and proposals implemented in the barrios must have staffs
that the barrio elects. This is not separation—nor an ethnie bag—bnt community
development.

Another item that has to be reviewed is the allocation of funds based on
identification of characteristics of people. By putting this monkey on the backs
of poor blacks, browus, and whites we are institntionalizing poverty. Let us
glance instead at the factors that prevent a school district or a school in pro-
viding a learning environment for children to learn in.

1. How many substitute teaehers does that sehool have?

2. How old are the buildings?

3. Does the community have a role in the selection of the school’s staff?

4. Are the needs, nutritional, recreational, medical, plus edueational, that the
sehool is trying to fulfill twice that of a suburban school?

3. What are the needs of its school connmuity—sidewalks, lights. pavks, ete.?

6. What kind of local tax base 1oes the district have?

The point is that the schools 2 -d school districts need compensating. They are
the ones that need to be assisted chaunged or cloxed down. The monkey is on ihe
schools to provide the services—and not on the children to be prepired to fuue-
tion in a disfunctioral systemn. Compeusatory edurcation has to be assigned to
disadvantaged schools or districts and not to ehildren.

Federal legislation can be aimed at encounraging districts to utilize Planning.
Programming, Budgeting Systeius. II1 Monte School Districts ean easily allocate
resourees and funds to priority programs. (I request that this exhibit H-e inclnded
in the record.) PPBS provides its community with a visual sumnary of where its
money is beiug spent. Believe me, the first itan that barrio people ask to sce is
the bndget of a school or a program. They know that the budget reflects policy
and politieal priorities.

In addition, an analysis of cost per unit of ADA—average daily attendance—
could be legislatively demanded. (I request that this exhibit be included in the
record.) A cursory glanee at an aualysis done by the L. A, City Schools allows
community people to begin to raise questions such as:

1. How was the additional dollars per ADA spent?

2. Was the expenditure effective?

. How many »cal children were involvea in exrch school?
. Who determined how the money should be spent?
. What difference would it make if the funds were increased or decreased?

In snnmuary, I have tried to indicate that federal legisiatic: must give anmuni-
tion to barrio and ghetto communities so that they, at a local level, can bring
about the necessary pressures. Moreover, federal legislation must have writieu
into it the philosophy of community development—of commnnity self-help.

My last topie is the one that eoncerns me the most. It concerns me because
adult leadersbhip has not been taken. Naively, I expected even bureaner:itic
leadership, Certainly, we need not wait for students to walk ou. to tell us what
has to be done. There is nothing new in what the student demands have ontli 1ed.
(I request that this exhibit be inciuded in the record. )

The walkouts occurred in March 1968, What has happened since then? Over two
years later.

1. A few weeks ago two additional Mexican American administrators were
selected for one high school and one elementary school.

2. Individual principals or faculiies have tried to teach conversational Spanish
to each other.

3. There are less bilingual elasses now than before Mareh 1968, In faet. there
are more offerings in the suburban schools on Mexican history than in the pre-
dominately Mexican American high sehools.

4. Without bond issues passing there have been no funds for buildings.
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3. There has been an increase in food services of enchiladas, burritos and
tiacos on sehool menus.

6. With increased numbers in attendance and with additional claims on the
local tax dollar, class size is a utopian demand.

7. Counselors have not been increased—on the contrary.

Yes, vocational edueation has been improved. Funds have beeun speut for text-
books on the history and culture of the Mexican American. But, the student
leaders of the walkouts have been under indietment for conspiracy—inclieted not
by the schoo] district but by a grand jury. They were ncquitted four weeks ago.
but now another agency of law enforcemeut is bringing charges. I conld go on
and outline what has happened in eaeh of the 36 demands.

Gentlemen—when the studeuts walk out to dramatize the inndequate schools
ard services—they are charged with conspiracies—with felonies. Any teacher
involved is charged with a felony. Perhaps school boards and state boards should
be charged with conspiracy—of knowingly and willingly providing inferior
edueational opportunities to the citizens of this nation?

In the Jast few minutes I have tried to underscore the need:

1. To loosen up ESEA Title VII legislation and guidelines;

2. To re-affirm the philosophy of community developmnent ; and

3. To highlight the need for aggressive leadership from this administration.

Senator Moxpare. Thank you for your fine testimony. Are you
familiar with the Tos Angeles school system?

Myr. Morexo. I worked there 15 years.
MEXICAN AMERICANS: LOS ANGELES

Senator Moxpare. Can you tell me what percentage of the chil-
dren were in the schools and what percentage were Mexican
Americans?

Mr. Morexo. Twenty percent are Mexican Americans, and 21
percent are black. We have Garfield High School which is about
99 percent Mexicarn, with the exception of some Japanese, and then
we have Roosevelt, which is predominantly Mexican American,
though some black, and Lincoln High School, a large population of
oriental, aud some Mexican American, )

San Fernando in the valley has 40 percent of its student body
that are Mexican American.

COMPLIANCE ! 1.0S ANGELES

An interesting fact is, talking about integration, there are Mexican
Americans in every one of the elementary schools in Los Angeles
City. Five hundred ang something elementary schools—-except one.
There are all ranges, 1 percent, 2 perceut, 5 percent, so if integra-
tion is working, I think it would be to < mebody’s best interests-to
develop a proposal to find out how well are these children doing,
where they are only 2 percent in the high income, you know, >le-
mentary school, or the low-income elementary school, or where they
are 10 percent,

We have every conceivable range. I did a personal study to find
this cut.

Senator Monpare. That is the school board has done that?

Mr. Moreno. No.

Senacor Monpare. They haven’t. What is your guess?

Mr. Morkxo. Why they haven’t done it?
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burnt, and by burning the school dowa pretty completely, yeu had
to integrate. {Laughter.] o

Let me share this with you off the cuff here. In Rivesside, I hap-
pen to know the principal of one of the elementary schools who
was involved in the integration program, and we were sharing ideas
together. There wa. a small area, the schools were close, and all
the blacks are here, the browns are here, and the others are over here.

We talked about some of the processes. Well, eventually the ma-
jority Anglo community accepted those few blacks in their schools,
and they were not really hung up on those few browns coming over
to their schools, but it wss learned that poor whites were going to
move into the middle-class high school, poor whites can marry your
rich daughter, but they weren’t afraid of poor blacks marrying their
daughters, or poor browns, but it was inieresting that the informal
network of that conmunity was really shook up because the poor
whites were moving in.

So, T think we have here not orly color boundaries or color prob-
lems, but I think we have a problem of economics, and I think the
class streggle, I think, not only in this community but in others, is
very eminant.

CLASS YERSUS RACE

Going hack to something said earlier, there is very little difficulty
in Los Angeles when people trom Latin America, or from Mexico,
come to our schools, who are upper class, middle class, you know,
they have some money. And they own land in better areas, and
there is no trouble. The school system makes an adjustment to their
“language problem” in this class and that class.

But it is when you are talking about poor browns and poor Mexi-
cans and poor whites that the stuff hits the fan. [Lauaghter.]

This is something we have to keep in mind, but it would be
interesting to sec what happens in California: Will the publisher
not submit his book, or will the publisher succumb to the monies
he might make and say, “Okay, I believe in integration.”

Senator Monpare. Chavez is now norpartisan, isn’t he? I saw a
big grower saying that he and Chavez were working together for
a better life. '

Mr. Morrxo. Yes. That is in front of TV. [Laughter.]

Senator Monpare. Dr. Cardenas, can you proceed.

Iir. Caroenas. I have prepared testimony that I would like to
present for the record, and I have exhibits, too.

Senator Moxpare. All right.

BILINGUAL EDUCATION ! TEACITERS AND SCIHOOT: ADMINISTRATION

Dr. Carrunas. In addition to some of the comments already made
about the Office of Rducation bilingnal program, I would like to
note that the director is a Mexican American, but the vest of the
program has no other Mexican American in it, and as a superin-
tendent of schools implementing the bilingual educational programs,
I talce exception to having this program evaluated by a person who
does not speak Spanish, This took place this last year. '

Senator Moxpark. Do you find that often non-Spanish-speaking
people come in and evaluate your program?




O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

A1 sy st s

2443

Dr. CaroeNas, Yes, and unless they add staft, this is going to be the
cuse again this year.

YWe have school districts in Texas, for instance, this past y-ar I
noticed that the Alamo Heights Independent School District in San
Antonio, Tex. was funded for $150,000 fcr a bilingual program at

_the kindergarten level. Yet, I also note that for the new kindergzrten

program which is being implemented in Texas, there is o require-
‘ment that 26 Spanish-speaking students be recruited in order to
-afford one teacher unit.

This same school district received $15,000 for the implementation
of a bilingual program, and had to combine students with anotier
school district in order to be eligible to receive .ue class room
teacher unit for the non-English-speaking students at the kinder-
garten level, which means that less than 26 students are receiving
a bilingual program of $150,000, while the other school district, with
some 20,000 Spanish-speaking students is receiving a similar amount.

Senator Monpare. So that you get $150,000 for a school system
that has how many Mexican Americans?

Dr. CaroEnas. Twenty-two thousand.

Senator Monpare. And another school district that had to bring
in outsiders in order to get 26 students got $150,000.

Dr. Carvenas. That is right, sir.

Senator MoxpaLe. Are they Cubans?

Dr. CarpEnas, I think that substantiates what Mr. Moreno said,
that it is being used, the ,program is being used, as a method of
teaching foreign languages at the elementary level.

Senator Moxpare. They tell me that school district is the only
one in San Antonio that carried Nixon in ihe last election.

Dr. Caroenas. I am not aware of that.

Like Cesar Chavez, I am not paytisan,

I vwould like to mention, also, that the U.S. Office of Education
has Junded a center for the evaluation and dissemination of bi-
lingual instruction materials ‘in the Fort Worth avea, and I have
no opposition to this arez being funded for this program, except
that it has not been notable for any efforts in bilingual education
in the past.

Again, the reason given for this is that they were very zooperative
in the development of an evaluation program in a previous program
that had been implemented. '

"I would like to mention, also, that some members of the U.S.
Office of Education and concerned Mexican Americans and Puerto
Ricans have been meeting with the Hearst Corp. and Foundation
for the development of bilingual materials. Randolph Hearst is in-
terested in this area. It had been agreed by the foundation that
$750,000 would be made available as a grant for the development
of instructional materials. :

The director of title VIT contacted the Hearst Foundation and
gave it assurances that the allocation of three-quarters of a million
dollars for this purpose was a duplication of effort and a waste of
money, because the U.S. Office of Kducation is doing it all in its eur-
ricnlum development ceuter in Dade County, Fla., so wa have not
been able to proceed with the allocution of these funds from the
foundation.
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Senator Monpatrr. Is this effort in Dade County going to e the
national producing center for the hilingual programs?

Dr. Carpenas. That 1z right, sir.

Senator Monpare. Are there any Mexican Americans in control
of that program.

~ Mr. Carpenas. No, sir, there are none in control, and since the
administrative staff has already been selected, there will be none,
No Mexican Americans have been employed, as far as I know as of
this date. The Office of Education states they will employ some
Mexican Americans in this area. I just don’t feel where the cnl-
tural characteristics, the poverty characteristics can be incorporated .
in one curriculum effort in this country.

Senator MonpaLE. As a matter of fact, you know, therc is a lot
of bitter history connected with those textbooks. Ouisiders have
prepared such materials for years in the Indian area. The Indian
kids won’t have anything to do with the textbooks, They recognize
them as phoney.

The Thompson series that was developed in the late 1930’ and
early 1940’s proved to be absolutely useless, as I am told, because
it was written and prepared by an outsider whe didn’c understand
the culture, and very little cf the langunage.

Dr. CarpENas. Senator, the use of outsiders for the development of
bilingual materials, and the use of persons from universities who
speak nonregional Spanish has led to what I call the implementa-
tion of trilingual education programs.

Senator Monpaie. Trilingual ¢

Dr. Caroenas. Yes. [Laughter.]

The program is in two languages, textbook Spanish and English,
while the vernacular is being 1gnored.

I would like to focus on San Antonio, to illustrate the problem
that we are facing and the inadequacy of the present programs.

I have slides here that I prepared for presentation.

SCTIOO0L RESOURCES: SAN ANTONIO

Senator Monpare. Maybe we covld cut the lights off,

Dr. CarbEnas. Senator, while we have these technical difficulties,

. we are prepared to do without the machine. This school district
is located in the west side of San Anionio. It is predominantly
Mexican American, It has about 314 percent black, and 3% percent
white. It is also the poorest school district in Bexar County. ~

It has a dropout rate in excess of 50 percent. It had last year
over 52 percent of the teachers teaching without certificates or
Senator MonpsLe. Over 50 percent?

. Dr. CarpEnas. Over 52 percent of the.teachers in the school sys-
tem last year were noncertificated. It has the lowest number of
Library books of any school district in Bexar County. It has reached
the statutory limit on indebtedness. '

We were talking ahout medical schools. In the history of this

! sc%zoo% district, no gradnate has even enrolled in a medical or dental

school.
Senator MonnaLr. Would you repeat that.
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Dr. Caroenas. In the history of the Edgewood School District,
no graduate has ever enrolled in a medical or dental school.

Senator Monpace. This is another outrage.

Dr. Carpenas. I am aware of this problem, and we have worked
out an agreement. with the University of Texas Medical School
so that students from the medical school would be working in the
Edgewood schools trying to identify students for medical careers.
I was also planning to send some students from-the school district
to the medical school in order to create an interest in health careers,
and eventually for the medical-dental field.

TITLE I——GUIDELINES

However, the present administrative guidelines for the implemen-
tation of the Feceral programs will prohibit the implementation of
this program,

I have an exhibit that I would like to present that I think illus-
trates the futility of trying to rely on Federal funds for assist-
ance in the implementation of programs for disadvantaged popula-
tions, It is entitled “Appendix D” and it is actually

Senator MowpaLe. That will be included in the record, but maybe
you can analyze it for us briefly.

(The inYormation referred to follows:)

APPENDIX D

Attendance areas, low-income incldence, and number of children expected ‘o participate

Total num- Estimated number of children
herof  Number of children in who will participate in activi-
children attendance areas tles at campuses listed in col (1)
Campus level: (ele- lled
mentary junior high, on gach From From
List all campuses in high school, special campus low-  Percent From non- Total
rank order per col- education, siner, listed in income  (cols.  public public  (cols.
umn 6 specify) col. (1) total familiest 5+4) schools  schools 7--8)
(O] @) @) ) ®) ©) @ @) 9)
Callaghan. _.._....... 2563 256 239 93.36
Emma Frey.............._. 988 1,013 941 92.89
Coronado. .. 767 808 593 73.39 Schools to be served b!
Las Palmas. 828 859 623 72,53 title I'in fiscal year 70-71.
H. K. William: 647 689 492  71.41
Burloson. . . 594 0 438 65,44
Lincoln_. ... 507 521 319 65.07
L. B. Johnson. . 416 441 280 63.49
Edgewood._ . . 949 asg 604
Cenizo Park. 761 859 £03 58,56
Roosevelt_ .. 6! 13 413 58,22
Gardendale. . 1,158 1,220 658 53.93
1,024 1,079 565 52.36
391 413 181  43.83| Total low-incoms popula-
1,178 1,648 680 41.26| tion 8,085, ineligible for
1,014 1,323 519 39.23 ass...ance under title [
860 838 305 34.3 guidelines.
883 1,159 396 34.1
538 576 195 33.85
8 900 281 322
........ 1,258 1,449 452 3119
1,364 1,774 469 26.44
J. F. Kennedy. . , 84 2,524 605 23.97
EdBewood. . . R 1,838 2,943 553 18.79
E.T.Wrenn..___._._. 508 627 82 13.08

Total. ool Ll 22,087 26,296 ~ 11,411 243.39

If ccoperation, give name and sddress of fisca! agent.

t Note: The pumber of childron from low-income families should be based on auditable data.
2 District wide percentage frort low-income families.

Total allocation: 3,124,

s
£5%
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Dr. CarpEnas. Yes. This list includes 17 elementary schools, five
junior high schools, and three 4-year high schools.

Now, under the guidelines of title I, last year only campuses with
more children than the average percentage for the school district as
a whole, or campuses with more disadvantaged ctildren than the
average number of disadvantaged kids for schools in the distriet were
allowed to participate in these compensatory educational experiences.

This means that least year, since the average number of disad-
vantaged, and we are using very conservative criteria for the iden-
tification of disadvantaged, in this case families with less than
$2.600 a vear income, we have 43.39 percent being classified wnder
this criteria as being disadvantaged.

Now, if we draw a line right under the 13.93 percent, right after
the Gonzales Elementary School, none of the other schools were
allowed to participate in the title I program.

The new policies for 197071 make me even more concerned.
There is more concentration so that according to the new gnide-
Jines all economically disadvantaged children are served in schools
with the highest percentage of disadvantaged kids.

As a result, only six schools out of 25 will participate in the title I
program. This means we will take the top six schools in the list,
throngh Burleson Elementary School for participation.

The next school, Lincoln Elementary School, with 339 children
from families of less than $2,600 2 year, or 65 percent of the school
population, will not be able to participate in title I activities.

We can go further down and look at Edgewood Iilementary
School, with 64.46 percent of the school-age population in that cam-
pus who. are disadvantaged. They will not participate.

We know that the high schcols, Memorial, Kennedy. and Edge- -

wood, at the bottom of the list, will not participate. The reason is
that by this time so many of the children have dropped out of
school that they don’t have a sufficiently high percentage of dis-
advantaged students to be able to participate jn title I programs.

As a result of this, we are being handicapped. Bilingual educa-
tion depends on title I teacher aides, and following the regulations

of the U.S. Office of Edncation where we have linked programs to-.

gether, we cannot provide teacher aides in any but six of the schools
listed there.

Early childhood education programs, which are being implemented
under model cities grants, will not be able to utilize teacher aides
in any but the six schools identified as target avea schools.

Most of the programs we have, such as hot lumches, medical serv-
ices, dental services, are being denied as a result of the title I guide-
lines which are being implemented. :

To conclude, I would say that title I is really not an adequate
program for providing compensatory educational experiences for the
disadvantaged. ' -

1 think that the criteria being used for the distribution of title I
funds is not enough. We list on this page 11,411 children who, with
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incomes—or family incomes—of less than $2,600, get the total amount
that is allowed. The allocation is 3,124.

So, actually, only 28 percent of the children that are in dire need
participate in this program. ;

The third conchision is that the U.S, Office of Education concen-
trates services to a small namber of students on a small mumber
of campuses eliminated many childven. :

As an example, we have children in Edgewood Elementary School
with incomes of less than $1,500 a year, but since the concentration
of disadvantaged children is not above the average for the school
district, children from this school with incomes of $1,800 a year will
not be able to participate.

The number of children that are being served by the title T pro-
gram leads me to interpret the program as mere tokenism. And really
not a comprehensive program for assisting disadvantaged children.

Recent efforts by the U.S. Office of Education to further concen-
trate services in schools in order to provide showcase schools reaily
does nothing for the nonparticipating children in the impoverished
schoo! district. ‘

A final point is that of concentration of services. The principle
is that they should be implemented only in school districts with the
highest concentration and the highest needs. More affluent schoal
districts are thus receiving a large portion of funds for the dis- .
advantaged, and the schoo! districts such as Edgewood that have '
inadequate resources cannot participate.

I would like to make recommendations for legislation which I
think would be helpful to solve this problem.

EARLY CHILDIIOOD

First, T dor’t think the U.S. Office of Education or the Federal
Government or the State governments are doing enough in the field
of early childhood education. I think that the children are caught {
in & cumulative deficit phenomenon, and that many of the programs 3
offer help when it is really too late to do much about the deprivation i
of poverty.

Senator Monpate. I would like you to yield there, because one
thing that has come out of these hearings is the appeal for ear}

" childhood programs. “Start earlier,” we are constantly being told.
By the time they go to public school, it is already coo late to save
these children, at least with the resources we now have.

Mr. Moreno. Senator, I think you have to keep something in
mind. One, there has been a lack of any attention there so you are
starting from scratch. You are adding money to something that was
never there before. It looks like much, but it really isn’t much.

Second, I think you have to ask yourself & question: Are you pre-
paring students, 3-year-olds, or wherever you start, for a dysfunc-
tional school system, or are you really bringing in a different philos-
ophy and different instruction in early childhood education? It does
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10 good to pump a billion dollars into early childhood education
if you are just getting them ready for pnblic schools.

S0, you have to ask how is the money going to be spent, and the
question is, how ave the first grade and second grade going to ac-
commodate all this new learning. Assuming you do a good job here,
they are going to have to restructure themselves. So, I don’t think
just to glve money away for early childhood education is encugh.

EARLY CHILDIIOOD VERSUS SEGREGATION : EFFECTS

Dr. CarpEnas. I have another exhibit entitled “Early Childhood
Education ivaluation.” 'This was done in the Edgewood School Dis-
trict. Very inodestly, I can say I have the best early childhood edu-
cation program in the country. This program is funded by the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development, and they don’t
purport to know anything about the education of Mexican Americans.
[Laughter.]

Senator MonpaLE. What test is given these children?

Dr. CarpExas, In this exhibit, the tests that were administered
were based on the Leiter test. I do not purport that these are valid
IQ scores.

(The exhibit referred to follows:)

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION EVALUATION

I.Q. scor.s based on Leiter administration:

3 yr. olds 4 yr. olds 5 vr. olds

oo
Aation)
Norm

pPre-test

= - = =~ = = post-test ’
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Senator Monpare. This test shows that 3-year-olds have a mean
test score which is 16-percent higher than the national norm.

Dr. Caroenas, Well, sir, the solid line indicates the pre-test scores.
This indicates that the performance on the Leiter of the 3-year-old
children had a mean of 104.

Now, assuming that the national average of intelligence is 100,
these children scored above, but not significantly above the national
norm.

Senator MonpaLe. What does the “plus 16” mean there?

Dr. CarbExas. Let me go to the next one, and then I will come

back to the 16.

If ve look to the right, the 90 indicates that the 4-year-old children
on_the same test scored an average IQ of 90 on the identical test.

The 5-year-olds were tested and produced an average IQ of 70,
and T think that this line indicates what Brunner and many other
child psychologists have been saying, that unless interventions arve
made early in a child’s developient, and he comes from a disad-
vantaged home, that you have a subsequent retardation of intellectual
development. These scores do not indicate these children are mentally
retarded. ,

They indicate that they are falling further behind in their intel-
lectual development, as indicated by the age of 8 where they scored
a mean of 104: by the age of 4 they scored a mean of 90; and at
the age of 5, using a different test, they scored a mean of 70.

Senator MoxpaLe. If this is happening nationally, for whatever
reason, our school system is taking generation after generation of
children capable of doing good high school work and college work,
and turning them into candidates for subnormal schools. This chart
shows an IQ drop of 34 points in 2 years.

Am T correct? ,

Dr. Carpexas. That is correct, sir.

Senator Monpate. We had testimony from Hartford about IQ
rates in the elementary schools dropping like a crowbar.

We had testimony from Dr. Schaeffer that they took 20 of the
most_disadvantaged black children they could find, at age one and
a half, and, as accurately as they could tell, they had an IQ of 105,
which is very close to.what you have shown.

In 2 years, by helpiug them, they maintained that 105 IQ. They
had a control group of 20 other black children who received no
help at all, and they had slipped to an 85 IQ in a year and a half.

Those figures and your figures and the Hartford, figures and others

would indicate that there must be millions of children who for what-

ever reason, are just being driven right down to the point where
they are being starved and malnourished for education just like
other children, and frequently perhaps the same children, are being
starved for food, and being maimed as a result.

Do you agree with that?

46-125—T71—pt. 4—35
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Dr. CaroEnas. Yes, I agree, and I go one step further, and say:

that like a p2rson who is starved nutritionally, and after he com-

pletes his pliysical development, say at the age of 30, and you put
him on a rich diet, he may grow outward, but not upward.

The same is true with children. If we implement programs after -
the development cycle has been completed, the child may have all’

kinds of experiences, but the level of intellectual functioning can-

not go up. It is difficult to bring it back to the level at which it was-

functioning when this individual was 8 years old.

LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

Senator Javirs. Do you lay this mainly in the case of Spanish-
speaking children, at the door of the language barrier? You see,

there may not be necessarily all that much similarity between the-

children of the black minority and children who have the language

barrier. Would you enlighten us as to that? Senator Yarborough and’

1 sponsored bilingual education legislation, and are very deeply con-
cerned with it. Tﬁ:

in the way of children in these families was not so much the poverty
barrier, but the cultural barrier, or the language barrier.

In the case of black children, you had a whele complex of issues-

which involve citizenship not of the same class as that of other

Americans. This is a deadening influence. The figures Senator Mondale -

cited are absolutely appalling.
So, tell us, if you can—it might be a lot easier to deal with the

guestion of language. All American schooling ought to be reflective -
of our diverse cultural heritage. Qur kids ought to learn a foreign-

language, as European children do, in primary school.

Dr. Carpenas, Senator, I agree with you that the language in-.

compatibility, mainly the incompatibility between the language which

the child speaks and the language of the instructional program creates -

this type of deceleration in performance.
However, in this case, I think we are measuring more than any-

thing else the effects of poverty, because all of these children in this-
chart were tested betore starting school and were tested in their-

native language, and we still got this deceleration.

Now, studies on black children also show this decline in levels of"

intellectual functioning prior to entrance to school.

HOME ENVIRONMENT

Senator Javrrs. This is very important, sir. You would have us-

understand that the dominant depressant is poverty.
Dr. CaroEnas. At this age level, yes, sir.
Senator Javrrs. As a rule, it applies to black and white. The lan-

guage barrier is not as yet at those ages the resl.issue, because it:

hasn’t had time to catch up with these young children.

theory of that was that the main thing standing -
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Dr. CarpENas. Yes. But wher they go into a foveign language cur-
riculuin, the problem is furthar aggravated, as can be shown by lacer
testing.

Thi% is true also cf the miyrant problem. Many people attribute
the problem of migrant children in school to mobility. This may be
true, but I don’t belisve it. I have worked with children of military
families who have high mobility, and mobility becomes an asset.
For the disadvantaged child, mobility becomes a further disad-
vantage.

So, I think in both cases, for the migrant child, the combination
of mobility with poverty are significant.

Senator Moxpawg. In your chart, these children of poverty stricken
families do test rather well at 2 years old, and then they slip.

Poverty is the key determinant, How is it that it hasn’t struck them
harder than it has at age 3¢

Dr. Carpenas. I think the reason for this is that most of the in-
tellectual development starts taking place, say, at the age of 18
months, or a year and a half, and the child has not gone into an in-
tensive intellectnal development phase which takes place around the
age of 2 or 3. This is the crucial period of intellectual development
where stimulating experiences have to be presented to the children.

Senator MonpaLe. That is why as concerns early childhood you
can go into the worst part of the black ghetto a few blocks from
here, and at age 14 or 2 years, disadvantaged children will have
pretty good test stores, the best you can evaluate it. Two years later
they will have deteriorated in the pattern very similar to that which
you have described in San Antonio.

EARLY CHILGEOOD

Dr. Caroenas. T agree with you, sir. Also, T would like to point
out what Mr. Moreno has said, and that is if the experiences that
are provided are not continued in the eariy childhoodp education, if
it is o preparation for first grade rather than a stimulation of in-
tellectual growth and the development of cognitive abilities, it
really doesn’t make any difference, and this is a big problem in our
school district as well as others, that if the teachers at the fipst
grade level have the same level of expectancy for these children that
participated in this program as they have for the children that did
not participate, you are going to lose all the head start, if you will,
that has been made with these children.

EFFECTS OF SEGREGATION

Senator MonpaLe. Let me ask you this. In the earlier chart which
refers to testing B:arformance levels at the sixth, seventh, and third
grade, I assume those were cognitive tests that were being used ?

(The chart referred to foﬁzws ) :

ot
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Cpsomop NDEONDT SCANL DIST LT
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e Ixpocted performance

........ -Actual performance

Dr. Caroenas. ‘This is a composite score, which includes reading,
grithmetic—— :

Senator Monpar. These are class grodes? ‘

Dr. Carpenas. Yes. The Towa Test of Basic Skills is the basis. The
cumulative deficit coutinues through .school years.

Senator Monpare, By the seventh grade they are 2 years behind.

Dr. CarpENAs. 'Chis includes all of the third, sixth and the seventh
grade children in this specific school district. o

Senator Monpare. Yes. That is significant, because the earlier pat-
tarn -has been reflected in other communities. We recently had some
data here in uhe District \,f Columbia which showed that by the end
of the ninth grade the average student in the District of Columbia
schools was 2.2 years behind the average student nationally, and 1.6
years behind the average student, in major cities.

So that you have the same kind of erosion here in the District.
What kind of life, and what kind of academic possibilities or
career possibilities are in store for this child who is 2" years'behind
at the seventh grade? .

Dr. Carpenas. Very little, sir. In-many cases, the types of skills
which he possesses are not compatible with the job opportunities that

are available. This child can go into an unskilled labor field, which

- js rapidly diminishing, and there is no job opportunity for a child

such as this one. - S S .

I would like to point out that I would predict that in this school
district if we continued the testing in subsequent years, the chances
are the scores would improve, not because the children are improv-
ing, but after seventh grade, you have a tremendous dropout sit-
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uation. The kids who are behind tend to drop out of school and are
not included in subsequent testing. This happens frequently. The
improved test scores are no indication of the improvement of all
the children.

TITLE I—GUIDELINES

Senator Javits. You call attention to the inequalities that result
from the use of cectain guidelines under title I of the ESEA. That
is aid to poverty impacted children.

If you had tc suggest changes in those guidelines to HEW, can
you give us, with any specificity, what you would suggest?

Dr. CaroEnas. Yes, sir. In the Brst lace, I would make allowance
for the States to use these moneys for early childhood education.
It is at the present time prohibited in the State of Texas to utilize
title T funds for children nnder 5 years of age.

Therefore, there is no way' in which title I funds can be utilized
for this type of a program :in early childhood education.

Senator Javirs. You think they should be so used?

Dr. CarpENas. Yes, sir, I feel it is imperative that they be. This
is the biggest source of Federal money to the disadvantaged school
district, and yet they are prohibited from using them in tie manner
they are most needed. '

EARLY CHILDHOOD EFFECTS

If I may poiat out in that same chart that shows. the early child-
hood education and evaluation, and this is really astounding, and
I was shocked by it myself, the children tested at the 3-year-old
level, the ones that tested with a mean of 104 IQ, after 7 months of
participation in this program tested at a mean of 120 1Q, L

These are all Spanish-speaking children from disadvantaged
homes that after 7 months of participation in a good eaily child-
hood education program performed at a level of 120, making them
in terms of typical populations an extremely bright- grovp’ of kids.

Senator MoNDALE. At age 5 were the ones tested also in your early
childhood education program? ' ' ' o

Dr. CarpEnas. Yes. ' o

fS;'?;l.tOI‘ Monpare. But they had nevertheless sunk to IQ levels
0 ?

Dr. Caxpenas. That is right. The age 5 group tested in the post
test at an average of 77 with only an increase of seven IQ points.

Again, I think that the way these two lines converge on the right
indicates that it is necessary that the allocation of resources be made
at an early age when you can producs at the age of 8 or 4 a 16-point
increase in IQ at the age of 4—— :

Senator Monpare. Have the children in the 5-year-old class, had
they been in Head Start since age 37 -

Dr. Carpenas. No, all of these children participated for the first
time. :

Senator Moxpare. Oh, I'see. So these tests were given to the
chi,}dren when they began th: programs. They had already slumped
to 70.

'

o nd
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Dr. Caxcenas. That is right. All of these started in this program,
some started at the age of 3, some at the age of 4, and some at the
age of 5. .

Senator MonpaLe. Turning to the 4-year-old group, who tested at
50, and then went up to 108. Had that group had any previous
training? :

Dr. Carpenas. They had not.

MBXICAN AMERICANS: FOPULAWION

Senator MonpatLe. I see. Do you have any evidence of how well you
are maintaining the momentum from year to year to year?

Dr. Carpenas. No, sir, this program is actually only 7 months old,
and we hope to gather more data in subsequent school years.

Senator MonpaLE. How many Mexican American children are in
the school system in this country? Do you have any idea? You say
there are some 6 million Mexican Americans in this country.

Dr. Carpenas. I have no idea. ’

Mr. Sanchez. There are roughly 11 miltion Spanish-spesking per-
sons in America. Now, perhaps as a projection, if you go State by

- State, I think primarily in the Southwest, you see the great ma-

jority of the people, the average age would be in some cases 19.

Senator Mowpare. Of the 11 million, I suppose there would be
Mexican Americans, Puerte Ricans, Cubans, and then Latin Amer-
icans from different countries, and I think in New Mexico they have
descendents of the Spanish, and residents of Spain.

EARLY CHILDHOOD

Mr. Sancuez. Could T react to a comment regarding children at
the early age? This bothers me. . . : '

- 1 feel that in-a sense we are talking about early childhood learn-
ing, about offering, hopefully, a curriculum, a very meaningfu) cur-
riculum involving various subecultures at a very early age.

I think I would be more concerned, as an example, with almost
mandatory health examinations for children at age 2, 3, 4, and 5,
rather than giving them State mandated IQ tsting, or some—-

Senstor MonpaLE. Don’t you think that a decent early childkood
program has to look at the total child and consider simultaneously
his health, education, nutrition, motivation and so forth?%

- Dr. Carpenas. Senator, this program in early childhood education
being reported lere is a comprehensive program. It includes free
breakfast and free lunch for all the children, a very extensive medi-
cal program, an extensive dental program and other services, and
Y don’t think the results that are shown here are the results of, let’s
say, educational experiences involved, but includes the results of
services which are being provided.

COMPLIANCE: COURTS VERSUS FUND CUTNFFS

- Senator Javrts. Mr., Chairman, we have had here in this com-
mittee a debate between the administration and other people in-
terested in integrated education as to the effectiveness of t}[:e alterna-
tive means of enforcing the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
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‘Now, the administration feels thut court proceedings, coupled
" "with educational arn technical assistance, is the most effective way;
= ‘that is, some change from previous notions that the best way was
‘to withhold funds under titII)e IV for these various programs, such
- ‘as ESEA programs.
- Do you have any light that you can cast on that question at all, as
‘to which is more effective: this policy of the administration, or
the gund cutoff route which characterized the previous administra-
“tiop

Dr. Carognas, Sir, in cases where you have inequality of educa-
‘tional opportunity which is usually brought about in segregated
or exists in segregated schools, just the cutting out of Federal funds
does not really help the childrer. of these schools. In some cases
Federal programs are the only source of assistance that they do re-
“ceive, limited as that may be, and cutting off the funds does not
‘solve the problem.

I imagine some school districts say it is their prerogative to keep
“the children ignorant. and would turn down Federal funds in order
to exercise their prerogative.

I would like to see more enforcement of the Civil Rights Act in
‘court cases, but I feel that the efforts that are being made by, let’s
say, HEW, are not sufficient, and that it is necessary that other tools
‘be used and other means of bringing such cases to the courts.

I was very disappointed in some of the provisions of Senate bill
‘3883, which rewarded school districts that did nothing for integra-
tion until such time as they were under a court order to do some-
thing about integration. ,

Senator Javrrs. Dr. Sanchez?

LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

Dr. Sancnez. I think if pérhaps we keep as an ultimate goal inte-
gration being equated with culturally pluralistic education, and then

1f we look at the existing statutes, and this was part of the discus- #
sion earlier, whereby you apply the title VI to un institution of §
higher learning, or professional schools, because here in essence L
is where all these symptoms are really focused in. Your teachers and g
development of test instruments and so forth. ' 3

e

There has to be more enforcement with reference to this core of j
the educational processes. It has been left aside to focus on pertinent A
school districts. So that, basically, would be my comment. a4 .

Senator Javirs. Thank you. ;

TECHNIQUES OF INTEGRATION

. Mr. Moreno. I think we are kidding ourselves. We are not talk-
Ing about prejudices. I just left, and we were talking about it then.

For example, I know_your commitment to integration is great,
Senator Mondale, and Senator Javits, I believe this way. T cer-
‘tainly do. But when I see out of the Office of Educativn, out of
other Federal legislation, funds, and I am talking about millions
‘of dollars, and I am talking about Raytheon and many companies, ‘
‘where the hardware companies own the softwear companies, and :
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the book companies, and all of these people in the programs develop
educational systems, T see programs pointing toward the demise of
the educationa! gystem.

There are voucher systems, and-I see superintendents, and T have
been offered positions with them, to help set up franchising of early
childhood education. So, I see everything moving in the opposite
direction. When I see upper middle class whites moving into a pri-
vate school, whether it be parochial, or & status school, I think that
the contexi of integration is different in 1970 than it was before,
and I think we have to develop other strategies and other tactics,
legislative or otherwise, to do something.

PUBLIC AND POLITICAL ATTITUDES

What I keep harping on is “Develop your community. When you
perceive me as an equal, and then we can deal,” but as long as we
don’t perceive each other as equals, I don’t think we are going to
get any pluralism moving.

I am not being pessimistic. I am being optimistic. But I see more
funds going into innovative programs, and I see more and more poli-
ticians, not only for political reasons, but I think they are veflecting
their own feelings—I am talking about Cslifornia-—supporting ac-
tions and programs and adoptions and policies, and I read their
budgets, how they allocate the money in tue budget. The budget is a
political instrument. If you read the budget, you know what they
are and what they believe in. oo ‘

You see all these things happening, being supported, being pro-
moted. We can talk about intellectaal pluralism but I.think we have
to develop other strategies and tactics at the Federal and State levels
to really bring about an understanding among people.

I just came back from Mexico in June. I got married many years
ago, and I hadn’t been to Mexico for a while. My friend, if we don’t
hustle, and I mean hustle aggressively as s natlon, within 10 years,
by 1980, Mexico will surpass us in a variety of different things.
Bank managers are 25 and 27 years old, bank managers, controlling
millions of dollars. You go fishing down there, one of the

Senator Mowpare. I am from Minnesota. [Leughter.]

Mr. Moreno. But if you want to go down there 2nd invest money
at 9 percent in Mexico, and I can help you with that if you wish,
the yonng lady handles millions of dollars—not pesos—and she is a
23-year-old girl. She is not a genius. Those people are aggressively
moving forward, and there is a purposelessness in this society.

We are not moving and nobody wants to take a —— stand on
anything.

We can talk about integration, but when I see the Governor of
California, and the legislators of California rejecting in a textbook
adoption a picture of Cesar Chavez, all this talk here doesn’t mean
a thing to me. .

Senator JaviTs. Remember, sir, it is the people of California who
elected those people.

, .Mr. Morexo. I am very much aware of that. We worked against
him,
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Senator Javrrs. Just remember that, it is very im;mrtant.

Mr. MoreNo. We are part of a nation, and California is not a
separate part of the Nation. I am trying to make a point for the
Nation, not for California or Los Angeles. I feel a commitment to
the Nation, ’

This is a commitment that I don’t see coming across anywhere.

FQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY AND INTEGRATION

Senator Monpare. I thought it was significant that none of you in
your recommendations emphasized integration. Each of you had a
different point, all of which I thought were very good, but would
it be fair to say that your hopes for equal education for the Mexican
American child are not based upon a hope for integration, but
rather a hope for compensatory programs, student assistance, bilin-
gual education and the realistic programs, and the rest, combined
with better fundirg?

Mr. Morexo. Compensatory, but don’t put the monkey on the
backs of the kids. Put the monkey on the backs of the school dis-
tricts—You develop new criteria. The school district because they
may lack resources, the district is identified as receiving the money.
You give the money to the district, as opposed to saying, “Oh, we
have blue eyed Jewish kids, and for every one you have, you get $10.”

So, you are going to find' green eyed Jewish kids who are almost
blue eyed. You have to focus on a structural change.

Senator Moxnpare. Could we get & response from others on that
question ? :

Dr. Sanonrz. If T may, it seems realistic that education across this
Nation, especially in California, is faced with a problem of finance.
In many districts in California, instead of increasing the number of
teachers, we are decreasing the number because we don’t have the
money, either from property taxes or Federal funds.

So in San Francisco, we should have hired 300 additional teachers

beyond our attrition rate, which comes up to 15 perceiit. We did not .

hire these teachers, because 300 teachers is $3 million. The result is
that some of the strategy, such as differential staffing, involving not
a given parent in & given school, but a whole educational complex
dealing with that school to enable it to become an integrated bicul-

tural school using the resources of that community so that children

can learn.

This, I think, means that school board members throughout this
Nation, as people in decisionmaking -srocesses, are going to have to
take a look at some revised strategies tcward meeting the needs of the
1society with what our taxing power is and the amouni of money we
have. '

Senator MonbavLe. Let me put it differently.

COMPENSATION VERSUS INTEGRATION

It we were empiowered to give the school distriet in San Francisco

money that is needed, and you were enipowered to shape a program
that was sensitive and took into account cultural differences, would

ke gy
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you emphasize a compensation program, for the lack of a better word,.
or would you emphasize compensatory education with integration?:
How important does integration weigh on your scale? What is nec-
essary to provide the average Mexican American child equal educa--
tional opportunity ? ]

Dr. Sancurz. Well, if we are asking specifically about our given
city, I would say thag the ideal would be independent fiscal control
over either clusters of schools or whatever plan is developed using:
the subcultures within our communiiy.

As an example, the only thing we as a governing board require of’
the grants with finances for a given year would be some sort of an
outside audit prier to and at the end o%, the 1-year period, and if there-
were Significant gains, reading, writing, math, and so on, then this:
could be expanded to cover & multitude of schools within our city.

Actually, it is sort of a voucher plan, but in essence it really isn’t,.
because the board and the people residing within the city actually-
have some control over design and other factors in developing this:
particular program. This has not been tried, at leact in northern.
Californis. ;

Senator MonpaLe. Mr. Cardenas, would you answer that?

Dr. CarpEnas. I could speak about programmatic means that could”
be integrated in either situation. I think I have presented testimony-
that shows the financial picture of a segregated school district. To-
just say that I favor integration as a solution to the problem, well, I
just can’t do it, and the reason is that I would have to insist on inte--
grated school districts within my terms.

The Mexican American that lives in a predominantly Mezican-
Americen community at least has control oF the boards, the school’
system, and hiring the teachers, and so forth. Corsolidating that-
school district with another one is really not integration. You are-
just creating a minority group Within the school district, and pretty-
soon he finds himself in the position he is in in Los Angeles, New-
York, or Chicago, where the minority group people say the sehool’
district does not respond to the characteristics of the community.

So, I think it has to be a certain type of integration where the pro-.

gram is still responsive to the characteristics of the children, regard--
less of what minority group they come from.
_ Senator MonpALE. In other words, and I don’t want to put words-
in your mouth, you are for integration provided it is the right kind,.
that is implemented with sensitivity, with community control. In-
other words, you seek Guality integrated education with sensitivity-
being an unusual element of that quality. ~

Dr. Caroenas. And T would like to see positive interactions between-
children of poverty backgrounds and better off homes. You do pro--
vide models for the children in interaction of children who have dif--
ferent types of life styles, provided you have the cultural pluralism
that Mr. Moreno is speaking about.

Senator Javris. Yes, but you don’t place the premium on the
desegregated situation as being essential to getting the optimum of’
education for that child for whom you are speaking,

You see, it is a very great difference between your version and the-

N
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black community’s version. The black community on the whole feels
that the black child will not get a decent education unless he i in a,
desegregated situation—an integrated situation, really.

EFFECTS OF INTEGRATION

Can you answer directly, do you feel that in order to get an
optimum education, the child of the poor Spanish-speaking family
must be in an integrated scnool situation?

Dr, Carpexas. That is & very tough question.

Mr. Moreno. In Beverly Hills, yes.

Senator Javrrs. All right. We have your answer. What about the
rest?

Senator Monpack. I think that is a significant answer.

Mr. Moreno. They have oil wells in the high schools.

Dr. Canpenas. I would say yes, sir.

Senator Javirs, What about you, Dr. Sanchez?

Dr. Samcuzez. I would say yes.

Dr. Carbexnas. I would say they are not getting quality education
in either segregated or integrated school districts.

Senator, I visited in many of the school districts that employ
segregated facilities for migrant children.

EDUCATION FOR STABLE INTEGRATION

Senator Mownpatk, I would like to interrupt yoi. if I might. I am
sorry. I think one of the problems we encounter when we talk about:
segregation and integration is that the real objective, as it appears to
me, is trying to get disadvantaged children into healthy conditions in
stable, advantaged school systems the theory being that since children
learn more from each other than they do from the school system, the
disadvantaged students will be getting benefit from exposure to chil-
dren who-have had advantages that they haven’t. :

It seems to me that chould be the objective that this country
should pursue.

LANGUAGE AND CULTURE .

., Now, when we are faced with language and cultural differences, in
order to achieve quality integration rather than mere body mixing, we
need sensitive programs in language, history, culture, and teachers
and faculty and so on which give the child a chance to believe he can
achieve. _ .

‘Would you respond to that? :

Mr. Moreno. Yes, philosophically, I think I agree with you, and
it is like I have talked for many years. You are assuming, however,
that when the Mexican American child integrates, that they perceive
him as an equal, that they are welcoming this adéition, you see. We
want the monkey on the Mexican kid’s back. He has a language bar-
rier. He doesn’t have a language barrier. The Anglo.has the language
barrier: You have to remove the conditions that create barriers.

. 'We have to somehow reach the Anglo majority society, so that as
it begins to adopt a different point of view, a different perception of
people as equals, as human beings, then the Mexican Americans will
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automatically fit, or the black, or the poor white, or anybody. But if
you are trying to say, here is the Anglo middle-ciass environment, and
this is good for poor Mexican Americans, I think that is where we
would question it. Because where we have examples of integration 1t
is used to co-opt any community development. You take away the
base from the Mexican community or the black community. i

So, I think people are very conscious of the alternatives. It is no
longer a philosophical quastion, you know, at this level. You know,
the people at tlie community themselves say, “I will send my kids
there, bt why can’t I work there?

SCIIOCLS AND SOCIAL POLICY

Why don’t we have integration in the unions. We will have integra-
tion in the schools when the unions integrate.

TVhen the society begins to integrate outside the school system, it
will automatically happen in the school system. I think we are using
the school systeins as a leverage to affect the rest.

Senator Moxpark. Dr. Cardenas, I think you could agree on that.

COMPENSATION VERSUS INTECRATION : MIGRANTS

Dr. Caroenas. Yes. I was talking abont the edncation of the
migrant children, where segregated school districts were set up to
concentrate the funds . ‘

Senator Moxpare. I think you told me about that.

Dr. Caroenas. It shows that the children in spite of the additional
resources performed at a. lower levz. than migrant children wlo were
in inteyrated schools. . T S o ,

Senator Monparze. In other. words, the migrant edncation programs,
would be an example where children ‘ho were involved in supposedly
exemplary, gold-plated compensatory programs aclieved more poorly
in isolation than children who attended integrated schools which did
not ever receive special funding.

Is that correct?

Dr. CArepNas. Yes,

Senator Monparr. Is that report out?

MEXICAN AMERICAN STUDENTS

Dr. CaroeNas. That was published, yes. It is entitled “Evalaation
of Migrant Education in Texas.” ’

Senator MonpaLe. We have received figures here to show that there
are approximately 2,002,776 Spanish-surnamed students in the public
schools of this country, out of a total of 43 million-some pupils. I
would like a response from the three of you.

Would it be fair to say that 50 percent of these children are going
to drop out? I assume these figures already reflect dropouts.

Dr. Carbrnas. At least 50 percent.

Senator MownpaLr. Fifty percent of them, or more, drop out, or are
pushed out of school and the average child slips 2 yeers behind by the
sixth or seventh grade. How far behind will these kids be by the end
of the 12th grade? o ' ' ‘
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Dr. Carpexas. They are out of school way before the end of the
12th grade.

Senator Moxpark. They just automatically become dropouts.

Dr. Carprenas. That is right, sir.

£OIIOOLS AND SOCIAL POLICY

Senator Monpark. T wonder what that costs this conntry?

r. Carorexas. In wasted resources, it is impossible to estimate the
billions o# dollars being lost to this country.

Senator Monpare. I wonder if there is an economist in this country
that can tell us what it costs this Nation to have, say, the 6 or 7
million disadvantaged childrer in the country drop £3 points in IQ:
what does it cost the businesses, what does it cost the eccnomy of this
country, quite apart from, you know, the pathology of the dis-
advantaged ?

Mr. Morexo. I think if we stop for a moment and think in the L.A.
city schools the dropout rate, and I am not talking about blacks or
browns, is 25 percent—you know, these are Anglo, white.

Senator Moxpare. That is the average, 25 percent. But in some
schools it is 50 percent. :

Dr. Caroenas. In this school, it is 50 percent dropout rate. The
Texas education agencies estimated the dropout in excess of 70 per-
ceut for Mexican Americans in Texas.

Senator Mo~NpALE. Seventy percent?

Dr. Caroexas. That is correct. Commissioner Howe quoted 80 per-

- cent, I believe. .

Senator Moxpare. Let me ask the staff if there is an economist ‘who
knows what it costs this country to lose 20 points in IQ. I bet it is a
billion dollars a point. :

I talked to leading businessmen, who are telling me how much it
costs to train telephone operators and bookkeepers and checkout
clerks, and so on, because these kids don’t even get the rudimentary
tools for these jobs.

T bet we spend billions of dollars & year trying to malke up for this
deprivation already.

Dr. Saxcurz. Perhaps another measurement might be the nunber
of Mexican American men in State and Federal prisons.

_ Senator Monparr. Just the direct cost of dealing with the frustra-
tion. .
Dr. Caroexnas. I think an economist could estimate the amount of

lost resources, and it is fairly easy to compile figures on public health,

surplus commodities, medical expenses, welfare.

enator Mo~NpALE. Yes. I think we ought to have a hearing on the
economics of disadvantage. There must be some economists some-
where who have bothered to figure this out.

MEXJICAN AMERICANS AND MIGRANTS: DROI'OUTS

_Dr. CaroExas, Senator, may I make two points? You may have
visited a school systemn in Texas which, up to 1946, no Mexican
American had attended high school, and this is a community
approximately 80-percent Mexican Americans.

e et Ly g s
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Senator Monpare. Which one is this?

Dr. Carpenas. Crystal City, Tex. | . )

Ninety some-odd vereent of the migrants in Texas are Mexican
Americans, and We are trying to compute dropout rates, and we are
splitting hairs as to whether the dropout rate for Mexican American
migrants was 89 or 01 percent, and so forth, and we uncovered that
scheol adminis¢rators furnished us data that 20 percent of all migrant
children in the State of Texas never enroll in school.

Senator MonpaLe. At all? :

Dr. Carnenas. At all. .

Dr. Sanciiez. Those ﬁﬁures would be applicable to the California
situation alsc, in some of our schools, San Jose, and so forth. The
child moves from one area to another, and there are large numbers
of children, Spanish-speaking children, who haye never attended
public education, and one example, a year-and-a-half ago at one of
our county hospituls, we had a fyoun% Mezxican American girl who had
been burned over 80 percent of her body. Right away, some members
of the community began to go o the hospital, because nobody in that
particular floor, including the physician, spoke Spanish. The nurses
were very upset because the girl could not speak English and so
forth and so on. Once we put in our staif, we found out thai the girl,
16 years old, had never sttended school in California, and yet she had
been born and raised there, and I would suggest that perhaps you
can really look into this population of Spanish-speaking children and
families who perhaps have been totally excluded from any sense of
equal opportunity.

Senator Monpate. Is that primarily migrant families, or do you
think it is more widely applicable?

Dr. Sancuez. These particular cases were, yes.

Mr. Moreno. It would be interesting, also, to do it ir. an urban area,
with a couple of figures in 1960 and also 1965, We have figures where
88 percent of the Mexican Americans are living in urban areas. The
population, prior to 1950, you had 80 percent of the Mexican popula-
tion that was rural. After the 1960 census, 80 percent of that was
urban, and I think we are dealing with a lot of phenomena here that
we need more statistics on.

Senutor MonnaLe., We have some figures that indicate in Texas, of
those in the ages 20 to 49 bracket, 33 percent are Anglo, 60 percent
blacks, 79 pereent chicanos, in the dropout rate.

That, as you point out, may not include a large percentage that
never went to school at all and thus didn’t show up in these figures.

‘We appreciate very much your willingness to be with us here today.
I appreciate the fact that much of your testimony is repetitious and
that we have been through all this before. '

Thank you very much.

‘We stand in recess until tomorrow morning.

(Whereupon, at 12:40 p.m., the committee recessed to reconvene at
9:30 a.m., Wedunesday, August 19, 1970.) .




EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19, 1970

U.S. SENATE,
SzeLect COMMITTEE ON
Yquar EpucarioNaL OPPORTUNITY,
Washington, D.C.

The select committee met at 9:30 a.m., pursuant to recess, in room

1318, New Senats Office Building, Senator Walter ¥. Mondale (chair-

man of the select committee) presiding.

Present : Senator Mondale. h . ) )
Staff members present: Josné Gonzélez, director of special studies,

Senator MonpaLe. The committee will come to order. .
Jose V. Uriegas and Jesus J. Rubio are our witnesses this morning,
We are delighted to have you with us today to help us try to under-

-stand the difficulty confronting the Mexican Americans in achieving

American opportunities. You may proceed as you wish.

‘STATEMENT OF JOSE V. URIEGAS, MEMBER, TEXAS STATE AD-

VISORY COMMITTEE ON CIVIL RIGHTS, AND JESUS J. RUBIO, JR,
RESEARCH DIRECTOR, MEXICAN AMERICAN DEVELOPMENT

CORP.

Mr. Uriecas. My name is Jose V. Uriegas from Austin, Tex. On
April 13, 1967, the Texas conference on the Mexican American heard

-the Associate Commissioner for Elementary Education of the U.S.
.Office of Education declare that the value of bilingualism had been

proven and that the time was at hand to “find ways of applying what
“we have learned in every school in America.”

Mr. Rusro. Witnesses appearing before the California State Advi-
sory Committea to the U.S. Civil Rights Commission at hearings in
East Los Angeles in_June, 1967, unanimously agreed that public

_school education for Mexican Americans was “inadequate and fre--

.quently ineffective.”
Mr. Urtecas. 600 Mexican American leaders meeting at the Cabinet

-committee hearings on Mexican American affairs in El Paso, October
26-28, 1967, gave top priority to correcting the educational deficiences
.of the public school education offered to the Mexican American. Their
éecommendatlons were acknowledged by the President of the United
“States. ‘ :

Mz. Ruio. Former Commissioner of Education Harold Howe told
“the National Conference on Educational Opportunities for Mexican
.Americans on April 25, 1968:

If Mevican-American children have a higher dropout rate than any other
.identifiable group in the nation—and they do—the school cannot explain away

(2463)
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their faflure by belaboring the Mexican American problem, The probleni, simply,
is that che schools have failed with these children. '

Mr. Urireas. In its report on “Civil Rights in Texa§” issued on
March 9, 1970, by the Texas Advisory Committee to the T.S. Commis-
sion on Civil Rights in Texas, that body declared:

The Texas Advisory Committee to the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights can-

not avoid the conclusion that the schools of Texas have generally failed a. the
job of educating Negroes and Mexican American children,

SCHOOLS AND SOCIAL POLICY

Mr. Rueio. The focus is now clear. The Mexican American has set
his sights on the reform of the public school system in the Southwest.
He believes that his failure to progress more rapidly in the social
and economic spheres is irrevocably linked to the massive failure of
the barrio school to provide him with a relevant education. -

LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

As he leaves the classroom in Sierra Blanca, Uvalde, Crystal City,
or Edcouch-Elsa he is making his position clear:

No longer will he put up with educators who promote a mono-
lingual, monocultural society ; ~

No longer will he snffer punishment for speaking his mother
tongua;

No longer will he abide with educators who have no understanding
of his culture of heritage; : . .

No longer will he be satisfied with inadequately funded and staffsd
bilingual and bicultural programs;

No longer will he let others make the policy and administrative
decisions which shape ahd mold the nature and content of his
education ;

No longer will he send his children to classes in second-rate
facilities.

The Mexican American may show factionalism and disunity in
other areas but he is committed to a common activism in the field of
education. He is painfully aware in the State of Texas, for example,
that the last census showed that 56.8 percent of the State’s Mexican
Americans dropped out of school before completing the eighth grade;

that 78.9 percent of chicano children left classes before high school- - -

graduation; and that only 4.2 percent of the adult population had
any college.
- COMPLIANCE

He is aware that desegregation guidelines have been evaded by
public echool systems who have interpreted them to mean lumping
black and brown stilents together. '

Mr. Urircas. He is angry—but committed to a program of change
which has a sound and positive foundation, for: =

. LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

He wants his children Americanized, but not Angliéized;
He believes that the Mexican American child can learn and that
his language should not be an obstacle to his success, but an effective
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tool for learning and that to destroy it is to destroy his identity and

. self-esteem ;

He holds that Mexican American children and parents have the
same high aspirations and expectations as other groups;
He wants training programs established which will enable the

_teacher and administrator to work successfully with the bilingual

child; and - o )

He believes that parents, as the primary educators of their children,
must be involved In the decisions that mold the education of their
children. .

He has heard his leaders detail the general educational plight of
the Mexican American at innumerable hearings and conferences; he
has felt the sting of personal disorientation and disorganization as the
cultures clashed in the schoolroom and in the living room; and he
has drawn the line. His message is simple and direct. “Ya basta!”
{Enough, no more!)

Mr. Rusro. “Ya basta !”

MEXICAN AMERICANS: SOCIAL ACTIVISM

Mr. Urircas. He is committed to action, walking out of school, win-
ning school board elections, pushing for the employment of educators
who understand him and recognize his legitimate aspirations, and
shaping the policy and administrative decisions which guide his
education. : ‘

He is going to court with the assistance of organizations like the
Mexican American Legal Defense Fund to break racial isolation pat-
terns or to retain the good offices of popular educators who run afoul
of insensitive school boards, as in Uvalde, Tex. '

And he is prepared to suffer the consequences to his person and to
his children. '

Today, the Mexican American parent of a senior in Uvalde is
aware that his child may never graduate from his high school and
that his other children may be 1 year behind from now on because
they participated in the walkout. In the economic system of the
Southwest he knows he risks unemployment and deprivation for his
action but he is determined to draw the line. He is taking his stand.
Ya basta is more than rhetorie. It expresses his commitment to action
and change.
sional educators; thiough we have both taught school in the barrio
neither of us purports to be an educator in the pedagogical sense. It is
our understanding that you have already heard—or will soon hear—
the testimony of distinguished educators who have studied our educa-
tional problems in depth and who will provide you with proper sumn-
maries of their findings,

Unfortunately, they have all addressed some commission or com-
mittee somewhere before and their words have not prompted a satis-
factory response on either a national or State level. We lLope, of
course, that this will prove the exception to the rule.

We speak today from the perspective of community organizers.

- Mx. Rusro, We do not gtppgar here today in the gyise (_),.,f__]’%‘,gi@s:‘,_r-r.,_,

Our language will be that of “involvement,” “organizing,” “participa-

tion,” and perhaps even the bankrupt term of “maximum feasible
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participation.” We speak from personal involvement in boycotts and

from a deep sense of respect and admiration for the parents and stu-:
dents whom we have witnessed struggling for a better deal from.

their barrio schools. ) ) )
‘We speak from our experience in the State of Texas but with an

~ understanding from our brothers in other States that their situations

are not that different in spirit or content. And we speak as chicanos
who propose radical and immediate changes in the fype and quality
of education which is offered to our people in the public school
systems of the Southwest. :

MEXICAN AMERICANS AND SCIIOOL BOYCOTT

From this perspective we wish to outline one school boycott to this
committee in the hope that it may generate a better understanding of
the anguish and deep hurt which bring our people to the walkout
stage. . _

A school boycott is, of course, a group action whereby students refuse
to attend classes at a school or combination of schools within a district
until certain conditions are corrected or demands met by local school
authorities. Our study of the school boycott reveals that:

Mr. Urreeas. (1) It is locally originated, organized, and led.

Mr. Rusro. (2) It is an “instrument of the last resort” which is
invoked only after parents and students feel that further negotia-
tions with school officials will prove fruitless. '

Mr. Urmeeas. (8) There is recognition by the boycotters of the
immediate and harmful consequences to themnselves and their children
but the belief persists that its long-range benefits are worth the pain

Mr. Rusro. (4) It is often sparked by a single grievance, such as
the dismissal of a popular teacher, but the spark soon jumps the gap
and illuminates the community’s entire educational apparatus.

Mr. Uriecas. (5) Its intent 1s almost universally misunderstood by
the Anglo community and the acculturated segment of the Mexican
American community. : ' :

Mr. Rusro. (6) It finds no sympathy in the local press which often
attributes its beginnings to the presence of “outside agitators.”

Mr. Urzeeas. (7) School officials are visibly angered by the appar-
ent ingratitude and irrationality of the boycotters.

ey o o Min—Resie—(8) -A.-strong helief persists amqng. boycotters. .that. ..

either the State education agency or an arm of the Federal Govern-.
ment will iritervene and mediate a satisfactory settlement.

Mr. Urteeas. (9) Traditional community mediators such as the
clergy often fail to intervene.. _

Mr. Rusro. (10) Substitute classes and tutorial programs manned
by volunteers, parents, and upper grade students are organized and
conducted in any available space.

Mr. Urieeas. (11) Boycotters are kept under surveillance bv law
enforcement officers and in some cases extensive dossiers are compiled
on the leadership. ' ’ '

Mr. Rosro. (12) Outside assistance is welcomed but must werk
within local guidelines and under the boycott’s recognized leadership.

oo
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Mr. Uriecas. (18) It is often precionged and produces less than
satisfactory results.

Mr. Rugro. (14) Boycotters often leave walkout status with formal
plans to capture seats on the school board at the next election.

UVALDE SCHOOL BOYCOTT

Though results vary from the present standoff in Uvalde to Crystal
City where the Mexican American community now controls the school
board (as a result of La Raza Undia Party victories at the polls
under the brilliant leadership of Jose Angel Gutierrez) the commu-
nity organizer sees many significant changes and, if you would, “vic-
tories” emerging from each boycott.

We see a new pride in the participants as individuals and as a
people. We sense a feeling among the people that cooperative action
will result in significant changes in their barrio and community. We
can identify a new leadership which has been tested and found strong
and often charismatic. We see what seemed placid barrios assigning
a priority to their problems and needs and charting aggressive action
campaigns to achieve their objectives. And we can percelve a Strong
desire among the pecple to work within the system to produce change.

It is democracy in its purest sense that is at work in the barrios
of the Southwest. An in-depth study of the Uvalde situation will
verify our point of view.

Mr. Urieeas. First, a few basic facts about the Uvalde Independent
School District: ,

The school enrollment in Uvalde (located in the Wintergarden area
of Texas) showed a total student population of 8,572, of which 1,377

* were Anglo, and 2,179 Mexican Americans. Only 16 black students

were in school. . ,
Uvalde 1.S.D. received a total of $532,178.58 in Federal aid for the

1969-70 school year. A detailed breakdown is included in-the appen-
dix to this paper. ‘

Staffing-wise the Uvalde 1.S.D. numbers 11 Anglo administrators
and no Mexican Americans. Qut of a total of 185 teachers only i7 are
Mexican American. Teachers’ aides positions are held by 36 Anglos
and 38 Mexican Americans.

Formulating the Uvalde 1.5.D.’ policy is a scheol board of seven
Anglos and no Mexican Ainericans.

The scheol boycott which took place th Uvalde'this year résulted
from the school board’s decision not to renew the contract of Mr.
‘George Garza, & popular teacher at the Robb Elementary School.

Senator MonpALE. What is the composition of that school?

Mr. Urircas. It is about 90 percent Mexican American.

Mr. Garza, & teacher in the system for 414 years, had a reputation
-among students and parents as an excellent teacher who was dedicated
to his work and to his students. Parents also noted time and again
that he was easy to communicate with and made them feel a part of
their children’s education. . .

The series of events leading to the walkout of 525 children on the

* morning of April 14, 1970, began in mid-January when Principal E.

P. Shannon, of Robb Elementary School, recommended to Superin-
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tendent, R. B. Byrom that Mr. Garza, who had just announced his
candidacy for the Democratic nomination for county judge, not have
his contract renewed. He alleged that Mr. Garza had been a very
good teacher in the past but that there had been friction betwees the
two during the current school year. :

He said that Mr. Garza had failed to comply with an order to send
his preschool youngsters home after classes, but had instead kept
them at his side while he coached the school’s basketball team.

Superintendent Byrom, who later told investigators from the Texas
Education Agency that he had noticed a change in Mr. Garza's atti-
tude and believed that the teacher was a member of the Mexican
American Youth Organization (MAYO), attempted to mediate the
dispute between the two men. ‘

Brewing on the side was another controversy. Disturbed by what
they believed to be discriminatory practices in the school led by M.
Shannon, a group of parents had attempted to meet with the school
board at various times to discuss their complainis. They were not
ﬁranted a hearing, but on February 23, 1970, a group of school chil-

ren presented their principal with a list of grievances. These included
the following :

That Mexican American students were being assigned to classes
for the mentally retarded on the basis of criteria which essentially
measured or evaluated their English language skills. .

That the Uvalde I.S.D. had categorically refused to admit that
“problems currently exist” so there had never been any attempt to
work within civil rights guidelines.

That the school district employed a tracking system which op-
erated as a dead-end or permanent track rather than dealing with
the special language skill needs of Mexican American children.

That the physical facilities were inadequate, unsanitary and un-
conducive to learning.

That notices of sc}%ool activities were not adequately transmitted
to parents and that such messages should be henceforth in Spanish
as well as English, That the principal had imposed over-restrictive
rules and regulations in the school, permitting the children only 10-
minute lunch breaks, prohibiting marbles %ecause they “lead to
gambling,” and tops because they “are dangerous,” and refusing the
children permission to chew gum during recess periods.

That the principal had placed a sign on the school bulletin board
to the effect that “No Meskin Food Served Here.”

That the principal would not permit such activities as a Christ-
mas program; educational assemblies or films; and competitive
sports such as track mests, field days, or football because “t ey in-
volved too much work.” :

That the school’s playground and physical education equipment
was inadequate and battered while other schools in Uvalde hac{) good
equipment. )

at there were no safety measures to help the children get to
and from school. -

And—in general—they stated that the grincipal had done a very
poor job, that his methods were outdated, and that he completely
disregarded their wishes. Copies of the petition were sent to the
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schoo! board and to the Texas Education Agency. It was signed by
28 persons. . .

*he school board never heard their requests. In the meantime, Mr.
Garza, in the opinion of one parent, remained their one real link
to a decent education for their children at Robb Elementary School.

At the March meeting of the school board, it took no action on Mr.
Garza’s contract. Mr. Garza, however, asked that he and his attorney
be placed on the agenda for the regular April meeting scheduled for
the evening of April 13. He and his attorney, Mr. Jesse Gamez of

San Antonio, were present at that meeting, but two school board = =« e s e

members failed to appear. The school board president—Mr. Al
Dishman—ruled that a meeting could not take place and that the
school board meeting would be postponed until April 16.

This was vnacceptable to Mr. Garza and his attorney and to par-
ents in the audience, one of whom warned the school board that the
children would boycott the school if the meeting were not held that
evening. President Dishman answered : “If the parents and students
are going to walkout that is their prerogative but I will not conveiie
this board tonight.” , ' : '

The boycott was on the next day. What followed was a show of
total ‘disregard for the needs of the Mexican American in the field
of education and in the administration of justice. The children were
intimidated by school administrators who told them they would all
fail if they-joined their friends in the boycott. An entire company
of Texas Rangers, under the ¢command of the infamous Capt. Y. .
Alleé, arrived on the first:day. Flying overhead was a helicopter be-
-lon%ing to the Texas Department of Public Safety. Rangers would
confront individual students and harass them. .- . '
Teenage boyeotters lost after-school jobs, and all male boycotters
over the age of 18 were reclassified by: the local draft board. In-its
zeal the draft boardalso classified ‘one 17-year-old youth. Parents
of boycotters also lost jobs or were subjected to daily pressure from
their Anglo employers to return their children to school..Threaten-
ing telephone: calls ‘weie- received by boycott leaders. One leader,
Mrs. Gabriel' Tafolla, was told .that she and her child: would.be
killed. The call was traced by local police to the home of a:school

employee.” Charges are now pending against this individual, the

husband 'of a'school counselor;- R
School  Board ‘President Dishman took to the editorial columns
of the local newspaper with the _cllag'ge_ that the boycott was “com-

munist’ inspired.” . . : :
‘But the boycotters held firm and issned a letter stating their
position. It read in part: I ,
We believe our démands are very juStiﬁed; ‘We realize the walkout is a very
serious thing and that our children may lose ‘an entire year of school. But the
school board.is solely to blame as it has left us with no other recourse. We
tried time and again, politely and pleadingly, to get the school board to meet
with parents to discuss the situation, but the school board has chosen to ignore
us with the hope that the situation will become more difficult for us and we will
give up. ) S ) Co o :
They didn’t give up. The oVerwh’elmin%r'odds arrayed against the

boycotters only served to cement their bond. Five buildings were
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converted into temporary schools housing classes from the preschool
age to the senior year In high school. Volunteers—most of whom
were certified teachers—trooped in from as far away as Houston.

Mexican American merchants donated foodstuffs and mothers
cooked the noon meal. Approximately 275 meals were served daily.

It was an experience to watch the boycotters. Students who had
been considered troublemakers in the regular Uvalde I.S.D. class-
rooms became model students as they worked with empathetic teach-
ers in a bilingual/bicultural setting. High school students provided
. .safety.patrol service for elementary school students, and high school
girls 'baby sat for parents who were working in the boycott.

One parent of nine children who initially refused to support the
boycott became an ardent supporter when her two eldest children
told her: '

We are willing to pay the price, Mama. We know we will never make it
in school, but we want to give our brothers and sisters a chance.

Especially pleasing to the students, it appeared, were classes in
Mexican- American history and culture. The contributions of their
ancestors to the area and State captivated them and the usual class-
room ruckus was almost nonexistent. There wz: an enthusiasm and
an eagerness to learu—something not always visible in the Uvalde
LS.D. classes.

Parents worked alongside teachers and appreciated the opportun-
ity of speaking %panish as they forged a common union whose ob-
jective was the education of the child.

A meeting was held on April 30 where Mr. Dishman and Mr.
Byrom met with the newly organized Mexican American Parents
Association. The meeting lasted 3 hours and was marked by intensive
questioninﬁ of the parents by the two men who asked about their
actions and motives. No resolution of the conflict came about, how-
ever. The two men stated that they could not come to any terms with
the boycotters because they were there only “as interested individ-
uals not as officials.” , '

Mr. Dishman promised to convene the school board on May 4 to
hear the boycotters’ demands if the children returned to school on
Miéy 1. The boycotters refused to meet his condition.'

chool ended on May 19 with no resolution of the problem. Four
hundred and seventy-five students and their parents had held firm
and now will probably continue the walkout with the start of the
fall semester. : :

While I take great pride in the love and strength exhibited by the
Mexican American community in Uvalde, it was a sad thing to ob-
serve the total lack of sensitivity by the Anglo community to the
voices of the Chicano. The clergy appeared to be more cdncerned
with holding onto their pulgits than seeking a solution. The Anglo
community resorted to the cli ’

iches of subversion. It went on a witch
hunt in search of the outside agitators who, in their minds, were pre-
cl]i\lztating the conflict. o ' o )

ot once did thejslr'appear to care about a peogle' who refused: to
feel inferior or to have their langauge downgraded any more. Not
once did they seem to comprehend the plight of the Mexican Amer-
ican student. This impasse remains and shows no sign of breaking.
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MEXICAN AMERICANS: BOCIAL ACTIVISM

Mr. Ruero. What can be learned from a boycott? ‘What does it
mean to the Southwest in the months and years to come? We believe
the following conclusions can be drawn from our observation of
school boycotts. . . .

That the school boycott is now an acceptable organizing technique
to the Mexican American community and will be utilized more exten-
sively in the future; ‘ .

That the Mexican American is consciously turmng away from the
white, middle-class, and monolingual role model promoted by the

public school system and opting for a bicultural, bilingual model ;
“That Mexican American organizations at all levels will continue
to focus their major effort on the reform of the public school
sysiem;
yThat, school board elections will be hotly contested from now on
and that Mexican American representation on these bodies will in-
crease substantially; .
That Mexican American groups pulled together by the education
issue will soon turn their attention and new organizing skills to
other socioeconomic problems in the community including health,
housing, the administration of justice, and economic development.
We can also sadly predict that school boards and administrators
will continue to force the Mexican American people to utilize their
@ pstrament of the last’ resort” by their continued insensitivity to
the genuine and legitimate needs of the Mexican American student.
This is both a sad commentary and a hopeful one. It is sad because
it says that one group will resist at all costs the rational entreaties
of concerned men. It is hopeful in that the confrontation will also
%nal the transfer of power—some power—to the heretofore pow-

si
-erless segment of many a Southwestern community, the Mexican.

American population.
: ' RECOMMENDATIONS

Speaking from a community organizer’s point of view here are a.
few suggestions to school officials who are desirous of working in.
partnership with the Mexican American community and who wish
to head. off.a.future boycott or confrontation in, their area.

On the local level we recommend -the following course of actiony

Mr. Urreaas. (1) That officials announce their commitment to bi~
cultural and bilingual education for all students.

Mr. Rusro. (2) That an advisory committee representative of the
Mexican American community he orgenized tc advise the admin-
istration on matters of policy and to evaluate the progress of pro-
grams developed for the Mexican American studeut.

Mr. Urizeas, (8) That a Department of Mexican -American Edu-
cation be organized and staffed with Mexican American educators.
. Mr. Rusro. (4) That the school system, in concert with the Mex-
ican American community, initiate  an immediate review and-ad-
justment of testing’ procedures, corporal punishment, tracking and
sequence systems, counseling programs, and vocational courses.

Mr. Urmeeas. (5) That the school system institute an aggressive
recruiting program_to,hlre Mexican American teachers, counselors
and administrators who are not suffering from cultural confusion.
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Mr. Rusro. (6) That the school system institute an in-service train-
ing program for all school personnel designed to equip them with a
basic Spanish vocabulary, a basic understanding of Mexican Ameri-
can culture, and a basic knowledge of the contributions of the Mexi-
can American people to thearea, State,and Nation.

Mr. Uriecas. (7) That the school system commit itself to the
principle of community control of neighborhood schools and that a
pilot or experimental program be launched. . . .

Mr. Rusio. (8) That a program be instituted which will acquaint
schoo! personnel with the community and families 'th? serve.

Mr. Uripeas. (9) That community people be hired to work in
aide or paraprofessional teaching slots for purposes of linking the
school and community in the classrcom in a very real and substan-
tial manner. o .

Mr. Rusio. (10) That parental involvement in the education of
their children be encouraged through a more convenient scheduling
of PTA-type meetings: the use of }ianish language or bilingualism
at these meetin%s; and by opening school facilities for the use of the

C.

neighborhood. School buildings are natural community centers in
a l’)égri(é ; yet they are closed for a major portion of the day and all
weekend. ' '

Mr. Urmeas. (11) That the school system' develop “salvage” pro-
grams which will attempt to bring the dropout back to school, pre-
pare the vocational route student (a route usually chosen by a
counselor for the Mexican American student) for admission into
college, and equip the functionally ‘illiterate adult with the rudi-
ments of a formal education. SRS : -

Mr. Rusro. (12) That full utilization of free breakfast and lunch

" programs be made by the system.

"Mr. Urigaas. (18) That courses on Mexican American history and
culture be introduced. T o f :

Mr. Rusio. (14) That the 16th of September be declared a school ‘

holiday and that the event'be used to accentuate the contributions
of the Mexican American to the area, State, and Nation. .
Mr. Urmzeas. (15) That a dropout prevention. program be de-
veloped; and - ‘ - o o
Mr. Rusro. (16) That incentives be offered to gifted teachers who
will-.devote their professional years to working in’ poverty areas.
To.achieve many of these reforms.in a community we realize that
certain barriers must be lowered and funds appropriated on the

State and national level.

; . ON THE STATE LEVEL WE RECOMMEND
1. That legal barriers
lish be removed. " - . , )
9. That Mexican Americans he adequately represented on the
State board of education, the textbook selection committee, and other
policymaking boards. ' s N :
" 8. That textbooks found to be culturally or historically biased be
replaced with texthooks which reflect the heritage and contributions

to teaching in a language other than Eng-

of the Méxican American. o ,
_4. That the State education agency commit itself to a policy of
bicultural and bilingual instruction and to the goal that by the sixth

a—
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grade every child will have been given the opportunity of learning ;
both basic nglish and basic Spanizh. ) ) ]
5. That an existing agency or a new agency serve as & mediator in
community educational disputes. . .
6. That schools of education offer to all students courses in ethnic
groups, attitude formation, Mexican American culture, and Spanish.
7. That . State legislatures appropriate and earmark funds for
Mexican American education programs. :
8. That the education of migrant children no longer be left to
experimental and pilot programs but that a concentrated effort be
. made to reach the three-fourths of the migrant population which is
not now receiving .an adequate education. ‘ .
9. That Mexican American educators be employed, in policymak-
ing and administrative positions within the State education agency.
10: That a Department of Mexican American Education be devel-
oped within the State education agency.

em i Fosn, RmEES 4 Ae RO

s ——

. ON THE NATIONAL LEVEL WE RECOMMEND

1. A recognition by the Federal ‘Government that school districts
are evading integration” guidelines by merging the Mexican Aineri-
can minority with the black minority. o

2. Priority funding by the U.S. Office of Education for Mexican
American education programs. ‘ .

3. An intensive program of information on the educational plight
and needs of the Mexican 'American, IS

4. Funding of research activity to determine the most effective
directions for Mexican American education.

. ew. .. .. - . LANGUAGE AND CULTURE - "~ =
... Dr, Jorge Lara Braud, the distinguished director 'of ‘the Hispanic-
:American . Institute. in - Austin, Tex.,- summed: up- the educational
dilemma of Mexican ‘Americans in Texas; in a reéent paper. IHe
.- .Mr.Urigeag (reading)..” .~ PR .
There 'is something ‘alarming about the massive failure of the public school
system of Texas.when it comes to the education of the Mexican-American. The
v failure, I submit, is not necessarily deliberate. It would have taken a con-
spiracy of geniuses to devise a system so calibrated as to disenfranchise at
least one-fifth of the school-aged population of the State. No, it is more ra-

tional to suppose that the vast majority of our educators are dedicated, in-
" telligent, and@ humane. ’ : .

Rather, the problem lies in the questionable assumption underlying the
whole system: The pupils are to be molded in conformity with some com- -
monly agreed-upon image of an “All-Around American Type,” the one most
nearly resembling the ideal of the white middle-class. :

Under such an assumption, Mexican-Americans and other minorities are
educable to the extent that they can replicate the ideal. If they do not meet
the expectation, it is their failure, not the schools.

MEXICAN AMERICANS: SOCIAL ACTIVISM

Mr. Ruero. The Mexican American will no longer shoulder the
blame. It is not his. He has looked at his barrio school and found it
wanting. He wants his children Americanized—but not Anglicized.
He will no longer suffer enltural disorientation. nor will he stand hv
and have his language downgraded.
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He will come to the conference table with the words of rational
men in an attempt to bring about change in his school—but he will
no longer be satisfied with empty promises. He has learned how to
organize himself, to lead men, to interpret the law and guidelines,
and to avail himself of the services of empathetic men and agencies.
Through community organization efforts he has learned the value
of cooperative action and the strength of numbers. And he has
learned of the boycott. : .

Tt does not take a sage to predict that the school boycott will be
invoked repeatedly in the coming school year in-the gouthw‘estern
States of this Nation, Nor that it will lose its spontaneity, and that
laliger numbers of students will be affected in each walkout.

s for us, we wish that it did not have to come to the instrument
‘of the last resort, but we believe the monocultural, monolingual
educator will.not be budged in any other manner. His righteousness
knows no end. ‘ ‘ .

We will support the boycotter. We believe in his cause; in his
right. We wiﬁ) offer technical information and organizational skills
as requested and we will seek volunteers and furds to sustain his
efforts. We can do no less. The line has been drawn. Ya Basta!

(Exhibits referred to follow:)

{From the San Antonio.Express/News, August 1970]
MAPA Prans NEw STRIKE FOR UVALDE

(By Joy Cooix)

Uvarpe—School officials jovially predict a “good year,” but the tall, lean
youth with grinning eyes is set to shatter their hopes. '

“Sure, we're going to strike again. The fight's still on,” he said, gripping
his clammy registration cards and brushing away the beads of sweat.

It was hot and quiet. Registration for fall classes was bhooming. Hundreds
of students—including those 400 or .more who had staged a ‘six-week boycott
until school’s end in May—were signing up for classes.

But their parents, and political and legal advisers were quietly mapping
plans for another student strike to come as classes begin next week.

And two whopping $350,000 lawsuits against ‘the all-Anglo school board
were ready to.he,filed. this week -on,behalf. of a.teacher who was fired and a
‘mother whose five students were flunked because of the 8pring strike.”
 The spotlight on Uvalde schools reached as far away as Washington, where
angry Mexican Americans .told a Senate committee of alleged injustices and
warned of spreading boycotts throughout the South Texas area.

School Supt. R. E. Byrom, moving into his sixth year as head of the 3,600-
student district. disputed charges of prejudice and flatly said “we have no
discrimination in our schools.”

“We're planning for another good school year. I think the children will be
back in school without any problems,” he said. :

But Mrs. Frances Ybarra. president of the Mexican American Parents As-
sociation (MAPA) with 400 current members, guietly outlined. plans for the
walkout “as soon as classes begin. We want to show how disappointed we are
with the hoard.”

And MAPA leaders revealed they had asked the Mexican American Legal

.- .. Defense and Education Fund to file two lawsuits next week in federal court

in Del Rio or San Antonio.’ T

One suit reportedly would be on behalf of Josue George Garzs, an elemen-
tary school - teacher whose contract was mot renewed last spring allegedly
‘berause he was “uncooperative.” . )

Garza, who is presently “selling peanuts” for a living. had been a candidate
for county judge in the Democratic. primary in Uvalde and contended his
riphts were violated by the board’s dismissal. ) ) )

The Second suit will be flled on behalf of Mrs. Genoveva Mornles, mother of
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‘nine whose five school-age children wer> failed because they participated in
‘the boycott. .

That suit would charge the school board with failure to live up to federal
regulations requiring them to “take affirmative steps to help minority children.”

A key issue in interpretation was involved on that point-—with a hassle
-over whether discrimipation involves actual discrimination or also encom-
passes a failure to make positive remedies.

The boycott, by some 400 to 600 students, ended in a stalemate at the eud
-of school, and all participants flunked because of absences.

MAPA spokesmen contended their lists of demands—both 14 original points
presented in April and 2 set of new demands presented Aug. 11—had been
“digcarded” by the school board without answer. Mrs. Ybarra said, “Some-
times I feel like I'm behind the Iron Curtain—they are so hard, so cold.”

“The board has given them several - hearings,” disputed Frank Miller, a
new addition to the seven-man board.

“Hach time we discussed the points with them, and then the next time it
was as if we had never discussed anything at all—they would Jjust bring
them up again and agsin.”

Board President . A, Dishman, a six-year veteran of the school board and
a rancher-feedlot operator, contended the group had been “more than fair.”
He accused MAPA of “continuing to seek out minor things to demand; not
acknowledging anything that bas been done or is being done; continuing to
make igxpossible demands like rewriting Texas history books, which we can-
not do. i

Dishman also contended MAPA ‘“represents a very small minority of the

Mexican American people in Uvalde and how much support they get for their.

boycott efforts remains to be seen. We understand that many of the Mexican-
American families.are fed up with their claims and protests.

Many issues were at stake in-the “demands” presented- by MAPA to the
board, and bad feelings were not smoothed over greatly by a “satirical”
proposal at the recent board meeting by Gordon L. Erkfitz outlining points on
behalf of the “German American Parents Association” and demanding special
considerations. )

“It was done to belittle us—it’s very clear,” Mrs. Ybarra said, referring to
GAPA *“demands” for teaching German in the schools and other items which
she said “mocked” the MAPA ‘programs. . .

Erkfitz contended he ‘was sincere .in presenting the proposals because he
wanted to call attention to his belief that “no ethnic minority has any special
lease on poverty . . . (and) that the color of a person’s skin, their last name,
religious beliefs, the language of their forefathers, or any other phony alibi,
should not be used as an excuse for failure,” . ’ i
' The school board president, Dishman, said he thought the Erkfitz proposal
was “‘satirical, but I feel the intent was purposeful-—to show that no group
deserves special considerations.” . .

« “Now syou:know;how . racist .they really -are -in -that .town,” .said Gabriel
Tafolla, a- long:time Uvalde resident, former teacher ‘and 'leader of the Mexi-
can-American movement. )

“I really look for some trouble in September because of this. Things are
really tense,” he said. “But I hate to see it go that way."” -

Tafolla, who said he was staying out of the limelight in the MAPA fight
this fall, said he had been fired from one job and was unable to get any
employment because of his militant efforts. He presently is wurking in Austin,
training minority groups in community development for a corporation.

“Things are going to change in Uvalde. These Anglos have been in power
for 150 years, even though we have 61 percent of the people there. Reason
we. haven't elected any officers, so far, is that 70 percent of the Mexican
American population is under 18. But things are going to change, Tafolla said.

Bilingual education had been—and continues to be—a key issue in the out-
line of Mexican American group proposals.: Uvalde school officials, however,

_contended that their federally financed, $330,000 experimental Follow-Through

program tied with Head-Start studies “is far more sophisticated than eny
bilingual program devised.” .

That program provides special language, reading and math instruction
tailored for small groups of elementary school students.

Supt. Byrom said the plan “teaches the children English and they aiready
know Spanish, so it is better than a bilingual type project, we feel.”

Other demands which were refused included providing a Mexican American

TR




ERIC |

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

2476
Studies course for high school students and including in Texas History courses
information on contributions by other minority groups. e

“We just teach it as it is. Just as it is laid out for us in the -textbooks
under the state-approved plan. If- the Texas Education Agency approves a
Mexican-American course, then fine;: we’ll- consider. it,” the school superin-
tendent said. ’ : - o : TS
. Byrom said he had accepted a MAPA proposal that several Mexican Ameri-
can cultural books be added to the school library, however. He .added: 'We
have no objections to this.” I S

He said the school board did refuse student requests to. make Sept. 16, the
date of Mexican Independence, a school holiday, and said the. board had.no
power over another request to provide traffic lights on certain thoroughfares
because “that is' up to the city and the highway department.” . . :

Both Byrom and Dishman and several other board members repeatedly
stressed that they could not possibly grant the chief demand—that they not
punish the striking students’ in any way. - : - Lo
- “They misted the entire final six weeks and their final semester examinations.
That is two eut of the four grades which are averaged for. the term reports,
so there is nc way they could have psssed,” Byrom explained. “We repeatedly
explained this to them.” - e . W S
~ Another key request in the latest: group of proposals from MAPA was that
students who had been retained in their previous grade level because.of the
strike should be allowed to participate.in-athletics. LR R

“The board has had.a long-standing policy on this. Failing students have
always been permitted to participate in eighth grade and B-team athletics, and
the boycott students will be also. - o - T

“But we have no control over varsity play. The University Interscholastic

League governs that, and it provides that any students failing three subjects
or more cannot play in-interscholastic competition,” Byrom- explained.- . .
_ After the students were failed because of the boycott, MAPA  asked . for
summer school courses to be provided ‘so the youngsters would: not have to
Jose an entire year. The school board agreed, but only if tuition were paid by
those attending. Ceetp

“We just could not accept that—most of the people don’t have that kind of
money. Many of  the students have to work in the summers to- make enough
money to keep going to school in the fall,.even,” Mrs. Ybarra explained.: - .

. A MAPA proposal for volunteer' teachers to-operate the summer program
similar to a holiday school run during-the Crystal City boycott with teachers
from - {hroughout the state teaching :was-'rejected. .Supt. Bryom ..said with
volunteers- the -board would have had’ no “control over -the:teachers, no.guar-
antee they met our standards.” =" Lo e oot e B

- The’ superintendent said another demand asked ‘that-the: board. not-dismiss
teachers because of ‘their political “activity, and added, ‘“we. do not.” .He

grirted the issue of Garza’s dismissal, however. :0 ~ ...« .. - . e

He said another demand for' the. firing of the -principal at:one elementary
school 'had been eliminated because the board- adopted “a mnew’ policy” of
rotating the four elementary school principals every three years. That policy,
adopted this summer, “will strengthen the schoc¢: system and not..-get one
princi;i)gl too firmly entrenched in his ways in one place,” the superintend-
ent said. : i : :

Bryom contended he had never refused to hire any “qualified” Mexican.
American teacher, despite comments to the contrary from MAPA. leaders.

He said the hoard “heartily is ir favor. of this,” but admittel he had
hired only five Mexican-Americans out of some 25 new teachers added to the
staff this fall. : ) . :

"“We hire everyone who qualifies and applies. But that is our problem—
finding qualified people,” he said. ’ . '

Bryom admitted that only about 15 per cent of the more than 200 teacliers
in the school system are of Mexican descent. But, he added, “we have 80
teacher aides and nearly all are Mexican American.”

"He said no ‘Mexican Americans had been hired as counselors or principals,
but Mrs. Alice Martinez was named to head the Follow Through programs.

Bryom said the hiring of 25 new teachers marked about an average turnover
for the district, since seven' teachers had retired. He said ‘“none are leaving
because of the boycott problems.

“In (t;act, I've had more applications for jobs than ever since I've been lere,”
he said. ' . :
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Bryom and all the school board members Stressed that they had cautioned
the teachers against any recriminations against boycott students who had
returned to classes. As Dishman put it, they weére told to “treat the youngsters
as the returning prodigal sons.”

Mrs. Ybarra said she and MAPA members “hope the teachers won't cause
any troubles, because we know our students won’t. We have gone five months
without any violence and misunderstandings, aside from the boycott. We
want things to stay that way.”

But she and others, including Mexican-American leaders who testified in
Washington before U.S. Sen. Walter Mondale (D-Minn.) and his committee
on Equal Educational Opportunities, were bitter over the “flagrant” use of
Texas Rangers in a show of law enforcement Power throughout the student
demonstrations. ;

However, attorney Taylor Nichols, a boardi member, said@ he did “not feel the
Rangers were intimidating students, but rather were there at the request of
local law officers because they were faced with a rather explosive situation
and they wanted to have them available to qnell any problems that might arise.

“Perhaps the success shown in that move is that there were no-acts of
violence,” he added.

Even the testimony before the Mondale committee drew the ire of Uvalde
gchool board members. According to board president Dishman, Mondale visited
Uvalde for a few hours last month.

“But he never gave us a chance to speak to him. He went straight to
MAPA and did not contact a single school board official. He just took MAPA
as the gospel. T feel that is very irresponsible,” Dishman said.

Among those testifying before the Mondale committee was Jose Uriegas, a
former Uvalde city councilman who is now on the Texas State Advisory
Committee for Civil Rights in Austin.

He testified about events leading up to the boycott, and noted that imme-
diately after the walk out several youths were immediately reclassified by
their draft boards and inducted into the Army.

In Uvalde, Miss Ruth Webb, executive secretary to the Selective Service
Board, confirmed that “eight or 10” boys were drafted after the board deter-
mined they were not in school. She said it was “cut and dried—there are no
grounds for a student deferment if you are not in school.”

‘While prospects of averting a student walkout again this fall seemed dim-
mer, efforts to find a commmon meeting ground continued.

School . board members were asked to meet with church leaders from
throughout the area sometime this next week for an off-the-record “bricf.
ing” session.

“he church group had tried unsuccessfully to mediate in the dispute last
spring when boycotting students used church property to hold strike classes.

The situation in Uvalde was important—not only for that town itself, but as
a weathervane for the rest of South Texas as well. For some observers feel
that “as goes Uvalde, so goez South Texas” in the Mexican-American and
Anglo political waltz.

e Exhibit I

UvALDE ScxooL BoYcorT DoCUMENTS

TABLE 1.—Uvalde I1ndependent School District, Uvalde, Tex,, Mar, 2, 1970
1. Number of Students by School

Mexican ':ertient
- xicane
School Anglo American Negro Total Amaer%c:n
14 441 0 455 96.9

161 205 2 368 55,7

434 132 0 566 23.3

58 536 7 601 89.1

250 321 1 572 6.1

a82 460 [ 908 50.6

18 8 0 102 82.3

1,377 2,179 16 3,572 6.0
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I1. Number of Students by Grade
Petcent
Mexican- Mexican-
Grade Anglo American Negro Total. American
79 224 1 324 75.3
123 217 4 404 68.5
123 229 2 354 64.6
125 209 1 335 62.3
99 186 1 286 65.0
118 169 0 287 58.8
114 175 1 290 60.3
136 1 0 282 51.7
12t 130 1 252 51.5
124 140 1 265 52.8:
92 1 182 48.9
105 101 3 209 48.3
18 0 102 82.3
1,377 2,179 16 3,572 61.0
II1. Systemwide Percentage of Mexican-Americans 2
er-
Grades: centage
1406 e cm e cmc e cccccememmsmmcemmmca—cmeeeecmmeocmaan 66. 0
b2 7 X - UL LU RIS R YRy YRppRy SRy iy Sy Ry 56.1
91012 e mmmmmmmcmmmemeemmsmcemmememmaaoaa 50. 6
O VR 61. 0
TABLE II.—Federal Moneys
Adult vocational edueation . . .- oo ool " $2,352. 11
NDEA Il e emmdmemmccemccmmmm e m - 2,366. 00
NDEA Voo e cemmmmmccmmcmcmcmemmm—mmee o 6810. 00
.............................................. remm---. 132, 880.72
BSEA II o c e cmmmmmmcmmccccccmmmmmmam-an 3, 924,23
Migrant preschocl. __...... e emmmmmceemmmammmmcmmmmmmmacacm——- 27,.820. 00
Migrant. CONStrUCHON - - - - << o ccccmmmmememmmemmememeelomee oo 28,570, 30
Migrant children- . ... e mmmmmmmmemmmommmm oo mmmmsomo 85,:737. 58:
Headstart o - _ oo ec o eeccmememmmmmmmmmmmmmmmcm oo 76, 162. 69
Followthrough . - _ - oo aiicmmmmemeeaaas 162, 000. 00
Vocational education—Travel. o coceeooce e cmmmaas 9, 747. 95
Total eeaeeemimceee . emmmcmmmmmmccamcmmemeeeae 002, 171, 58
TABLE 111 )
. Teacher/Pupil
Administrators ¢ - Teachers Aides Percent
School . Anglo - M-Al  Anglo.  M-Al Anglo - M-A! Anglo M-A 0
Uvalde High 45 2 1 0 96.1 50.7
Junior Higl 3 § 43.9 56.1
nthon. 1 9 94.0 97.0'
Benson. 1 6 93.8 56.0-
Jalton.... 0 § 100.0 23.3.
obb .o 5 8 77.3 90.0
Followthroug! 2 77.8 98.0¢
Migrant prescl 100.0 98.0-
West Garden....coeeeacccccccccacaccsamnarannnzvanmmesnnzaavancrnaas & eeeoecacanaas
Remedial reading. . 3 0 100.0 98.0
eadstart_. ... 8 2 eneeeapescvamanazs 75.0 98.0-
Special Educatio 9 1 0 1 90.0 82,3
Sacred Heart. ... ¢ 0 0 2
Administrative offite......... = 2 0 seeermeeecerieiieecieeeiececeeeececaseeeeecaraa e
Totalamwucconaacaneas 11 0 168 . 17 36 38 81.0 610"
1 M-A—Mexican-American.
Percentages: |
Anglo administrators.....____ 100-
Mexican-American students.... .~~-- - 61.

'
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[From the Corpus Christl Times, Nov. 16, 1970]
HEW Rerorr oN UvVALDE ScHOOLS DUE DISCUSSION

UvALDE~—A Mexican-American parents group scheduled a meeting tonight to
discuss a federal report that says the Uvalde School District discriminates
against the Spanish surnamed. ) :

The report, issued Sept. 16 by the Department of Health, Education and Wel-
fare's regional office in Dallas, says the school distriet is in “probable noncon:-
pliance” with the 1964 Civil Rights Act.

Taylor Nichols, school board president in this small Southwest Texas town,
declined to comment on the report. ]

He also declined to comment on the school district’s formal reply to the
report, which was made available to newsmen by Uvalde residents who received
a copy of it last week. '

Between 400 and 600 Mexican-American pupils boycotted classes here in a
six-week strike that lasted through the end of the semester last spring.

Members of the Mexican-American Parents Association, who have filed suit
against the school board, say they have not received a fair hearing on the
issues in the strike, although they returned their children to class this fall.

Mrs. Genoveva Morales, president of the parents association, said the group
will discuss the HEW report tonight.

The veport closely parallels charges made by the boycotters last spring.
Based on a review of the 3,600-pupil district by an HEW team in June, it cites
alleged volations of the anti-diserimination section of the elvil rights act.

The findings included :

A “lhigh percentage of segregation is found in classes at Uvalde High
School.”

All the pupils who took part in the spring boycott were failed, “although
many still had passing grades and had attended the minimum number of
school days required by state standards.” s

61 per cent of the distriet’s pupils are Mexican-Ameriean, but there is no
bi-lingual program. :

Pupils are grouped at Uvalde Junior High School “in a way that maxi-
mizes segregation within the school.”

The school district has “historieally and traditionally labeled and iden-
tified at least one school in its system as the ‘Mexican school,’ from as early
as 1907 to the present.”

Two elementary schools are identifiable as Mexican-American schools.

The school system’s construction program has “enhanced rather than elim-
inated the racial and national origin i3entity of its schools.”

The distriet “appears to assign bus students to schools where their race
is in the majority.” ,

Race, color or national origin “is, and has been, a factor in the employ-
ment of a professional staff,’ with no active recruiting among minority
groups. . )

The:report. was sent to Uvalde residents late last week by the Senate Com-
mittee on 'Equal Education Opportunities under the mailing permit of its chair-
man, Sen. Walter Mondale, D-Minn., who inspected the Uvalde situation this
summer. .

O
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE,
REeGIONAL OFFICE,
Dallas, Tea., September 16, 1970.
Mr. R. E. BYRox,
Superintendent, Uvalde Independent School District,
Uvalde, Teax

DEAR SUPERINTENDENT BYROM : Thank you for the courtesies extended to mem-
bers of my staff who visited you on June 15-19, 1970.

As members of the team advised you, the purpose of that visit was to gather
additional information to supplement data obtained during the preliminary
review of April 22-24, 1970, in order to more adequately assess your district’s
posture of compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

Findings resulting from this review indicate that your district is in probable
noncompliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and the Assurances
of Compliance, HEW Form 441, which your district submitted to this Depart-
ment, in the following areas:

A. STGDENT ASSIGNMENT

1. The Uvalde Independent School District is currently operating two ele-

mentary schools that are identifiable as Mexican-American Schools. Anthon
Elementary, with a total enrollment of 485, houses 475 (95%) Mexican-Ameri-
ican scholastics while Robb Elementary, with a total enrollment of 531, houses

488 (919,) Mexican-American scholastics. These two schools together contain.

729, of all Mexican-American elementary students in the district, while two
other elementary schools, Dalton and Benson, enroll 92% of the Anglo elementary
scholastics in the district,

2, The Uvalde School Distriet has historically and traditionally labeled and
identified at least one school in its system as the “Mexican School.” Board
Minutes, as early as 1907 and throughout the 1920’s, 1930's, and early 1940’s,
reflect many references to the “Mexican School.” This early pattern of identi-
fication and segregation has probably contributed to the perpetuation of the
duality which continues to exist in.the elementary grades. ’

3. The school system has followed & construction program that has enhanced
rather than eliminated the racial .and national origin identity of its schools.
In 1937 Robb Elementary School was constructed on a site that reinforced the
isolation of Mexican-American students then attending West Garden Elementary
School (1009, Mexican-American), who were reassigned to Robb. This same year
Dalton Elementary was constructed in tlie extreme northeast section of fown
on a site that insured its inaccessibility to Mexican-American students and at
the same time assured attendance there of a predominant portion of Anglo
elementary scholasties. In 1966, despite parental objection of Mexican-Americans,
and the recommendations of a4 Texas Education Officer that a site for construc-
tion of a new elementary school be selected in the north part of town, the school
board built Anthon Elementary in the center of a population pocket consisting
of 959, Mexican-Americans.

4..The district appears to assign bus students to schools where their race is in
the majority. During the 1969-70 school year, 290 elementary school students
were bussed to the four elementary schools in the system. Two hundred and
twelve (212) students were assigned to schools where their race or national
origin was in the majority. Mexican-American schools, Anthon and Robb, received
45 and 15 Mexican-American students respectively, while Dalton (739, Anglo)

received 152 Anglo students notwithstanding the fact that most of these students ~

rode busses that stopped at two or three of'the elementary schools. Since the
district’s policy is to assign students to each of the four elementary schools, to
balance student loads, it seems altogether possible that assignment of elementary




2481

school children could also be done in a way that would minimize the existing
concentrations of one racial or national origin group in each of the four elemen-
tary schools. )

: B. FAOULTY

1. Race, color, or national origin is, and has been, a factor in the employment
of professional staff, in that: R
_ a. The district does not engage in an afirmative recruiting program for
minority teachers. ‘ -

b. Of the 11 colleges most commonly mailed letters listing the distriet’s
vacancies, only 8 are major sources for recruitment of Mexican-American
teachers. None are major sources for recruitment of Negro feachers.

¢. Historically, the district has operated predominantly Mexican-American
schools as early as 1907, yet, prior to the 1953-54 school year, only 2 Mexican-
American teachers were employed by the district, one in 1907 and one in the
early 20's. - . .

d. Of the 184 full-time classroom teachers currently employed by the dis-
irict, only 15 are Mexican-American (8.2%), whereas the Mexican-American
ytudent population is 61.0%. . .

e. The ratio of Anglo teachers to Anglo students is 1 to 97.7, whereas the
rat.{io of Mexican-American teachers to Mexican-American students is 1 to
167.6. :

f. Of the 6 full-time principalé .éurren‘tly employed“by the diétrict, none

are Mexican-American. The district’s lone vice principal is an Anglo. His-
torically, Board Minutes reveal that the district employed 1 Mexican-
American principal for the 1963-64, the 1984-85 school years and did not
renew his contract at the close of the 1965-66 school year. Since that time,
no Mexican-American principal has been employed by the district. No Mex-
ican-American has ever served as a vice principal. o

g. Of the 3 Counselors in the district, none are Mexican-American.

h. Of the 5 Special Services Personnel in the district, only 1 is Mexican-
Awmerican. - : S R g

i. Of the 9 Central Office Staff Members, only 1 (a tax collector field man)
is Mexican-Americen. | . o

. j. Of the 4 Librarians employed by the district, none are Mexican-

American. e ) : . :

k. Of the approximate number of 244 vacancies and new positions in the
district from 1948-1970, only 20 or 11.8% are filled by Mexican-Americans.

1. At least 7 of the 30 Mexican-American applicants for teaching posi-
tions in the district for 1969-70 were certified, yet only 4 were employed.
A m, Of the 31 substitute teachers in the district, only 2. were Mexican-

merican. : s

n. Of the 12 teachers employed in the Summer School Remedial Pro-

grams 1970, none were Mexican-American. o FRE
0. Of the 7 Headstart teachers, only 1 is-a Mexican-American." .

2. Race, co'or, or national origin has been, and yet appears to be, a factor
in the assignment of teachers in that, of the 8 Mexican-American teachers on the
elementary level, not including Special Education and Headstart, 6 are assigned
to Robb Elementary School. No Mexican-American teachers are assigned to Dalton
FElementary School. Cocin oL )

3. It appears thai race, color, or national origin has been a factor in the
employment of Para-Professionals, in that:. . . '

.- a. Of the 10 secretaries employed by .the district, only 1 isa Mexican-
American. : .o Co ) .
b. Of the 7 cafeteria managers, none are Mexican-American. )
Ancf (l)f-the 11 bus drivers employed by the district, only 2 are Mexican-
erican, . . o . S

46-125 0—T71—pt. 4——T

S e
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C. EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

1. Although 61% of the students in the distrlci: are Mexican-American, the
district does not have a bilingual program. As a substitute for a bilingual
program, the district is using a Follow Through Program supervised by the

.University of Chicago. A review of this program revealed that:

a. The program was carried out in Grades 1 and 2 at Robb and Anthon
Schools.

b. The Follow Through curriculum stresses a simplistic approach to
reading that does not parallel the approach used in a regular classroom.

c. No bilingual instructional materials are used in the Follow Through
Program or in the regular classes. ’

2. There is a miniminal number of bilingual teachers in the district:

a. Only 6 of 24 teachers at Robb Elementary are bilingusal, one in each
grade.

b. The Anthoit Elemetary, which is almost 100% Mexican-American, has
only 1 bilingual teacher.

¢. Two teachers at Benson are bilingual.

d. One teacher at Dalton is bilingual.

3. The following disparities in facilities between Robb Elementary (91%
Mexican-American) and Dalton Elementary (63% Anglo) were noted:

a. Two rooms added to a brick wing at Robb in 1969 were constructed
og aluminum, whereas a new wing added to Dalton in 1968 was constructed
of brick.

* b, Restroom facilities for the four portable classrooms at Robb are not
easily available to students.

¢. Dalton Elementary is better maintained aad more attractively land-
geaped than Robb.

4, Notices and communications of significant importance to parents are not
sent to Mexican-American parents in a language other than English.

5. Bighty percent of the students in Special Education classes are Mexican-
American, but many Mexican-American parents appear to be uninformed about
the program, )

a. Special Education forms are printed in English only.

Some Mexican-American parents claim that they were misinformed
about the length of time their children would remain in Special Education
classes. .

c. Some Mexican-American parents claim thuy had never been informed
&8 to why their children were classified as Special Education students.

6. Students are grouped at Uvalde Junior High School in a way that maxi-
mizes segregation within the school.

a. Top classes at Junior High School are from 70% to 909 Anglo.

b Remedial classes are from 75% to 90% Mexican-American.

¢. Spanish classes in the scventh grade are almost totally segregated.

7. A high percentage of segregation is found in classes at Uvalde High School.

a. Spanish classes are totally segregated between Mexican A.merican and
Anglo students.

b, All high school English Science, and Math classes are predominantly
Angl

e, All Basic English, Math and Science classes are predommantly Mexi-

- can-American.

8, All of the students who have participated in the school walkouts were not
promoted, although many had passing grades and had attended the minimum
number of school days required by State standards.

Under Title VI and the Regulation (copies enclosed), school s8ystems are re-
sponsible for assuring that there is no diserimination against students on the
grounds of race, color, or national origin in the organization or operation of
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their schools. This responsibility for eliminating discrimination axtends to the
manner in which the school system’s educational programs and activities are or-
ganized, school construction is planned, and students are assigued to schools.

I request, therefore, that you consider with your school boari: the findings con-
tained in this report and that you respond within 15 days aiter receipt of this
letter a8 to what course of action you will undertake in the current school year
to comply with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. In addition, please indi-
cate what steps you propose to undertake in remedying those deficiencies noted
above which are violative of the May 25, 1970 memorandum (copy attached) re-
cently mailed to districts with more than 5 percent national origin-minority
group children. )

In the event we do not hear from you by the ‘designated date, this office will
have no alternative but to refer your district’s file to our Washington Office with
a recommendation that further action as appropriate be undertaken.

I sincerely hope that the problems regarding the compliance status of your dig-
triet may be quickly resolved without undue hardship. If you have any questions,
or if this office can provide you further assistance, please contact me at 214.
749-3301.

Sincerely, .
DororrY D, STUCK,
Regional OR Director.

Exhibit B
TYPICAL SETS OF DEMANDS

UVALDE, TEX.

1t is relevant that within the school system exists some Inequities that
should be corrected or eliminated. It is also relevant the administrators them-
selves avoided the issue completely so our alternative is to resort to a ‘walk-
out to try to correct these inequities.

1t has been brought to our attention that Mr. George Garza has been denied
a reneval of his contract for no justifiable reason. Since we the students have
seen and realized Mr. Garza's potentials and abilities, which are an asset to
our being, we are forced to ask the school board to take action on the renew-
gugigs Mr. Garza and the contract which up to now has been ignored and

enied. .

We also demand that the following items be considered and acted upon:

1. It is stated in the United States Constitution that in our country an in-
dividual has the freedom to seek justice and his well-being, therefore the stu-
dents who have participated in this should not be punished or reprimanded
in any form or fashion for their just causes which are being demanded.

2. It is also relevant that the principal of the Robb Elementary School is
not g;.pable of holding the position that he has, Therefore we demand his res-
ignation ; ) : . .

-3. The grade level in Uvalde ig Very low considering our grade level with

the Anglo in our community, Therefore we see it fit to demand that bi-lingual
education be incorporated into the primary grade curriculum ;
- 4. It has also been brought to our attention that the contribution of the
Mexican-American to this society and culture has not been glven proper rec-,
ognition. Therefore, we also demand that the textbook be revised ag well as
teaching methods in order.to properly refiect our contribution to the “Anglo”
dominated society. .

6. We also see it it to demand that if any teacher in the system disagrees
politically or philisophically with the establishments view, that they not be
dismissed nor intimidated; )

:'?
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6. There have also been complaints by students that they have been ridiculed
by their teachers becaus: of their language barrier and also of their culture.
Therefore, we see it fit to demand that every teacher, administrator and mem-
ber of the staff be educated so that they know our language—Spanish—and
be able to pronounce our names correctly, understand our history, tradition,
and contributions of Mexican-Americans. Now can they expect to teach us if
gheyid:d. not know us? We also demand that more Mexican-American teachers

e hir

7. We want September 16 as & holiday, but if this is not possible, we want
an assembly with speakers of our own. We feel that it is a great day in the
history of the world because it is the date when the Mexicans were liberated
from the harsh ruwle of Spain. Our ancestors fought in this war and we owe
them tribute because we zre Mexicans too;

8. Being civic minded citizens, we want to know what the happenings are
in our community. We therefore demand the right to have access to all types
of educational literature, and to be able to bring it on campus. :

9. It is also demanded that & course on Chicano education with the value
of full credit be offered in the High School.

10. Any and all nominations and elections done while the Mexican -Americans
were out .should be declared invalid.

11, Since in the last four years only five Mexican-Americans have been
chosen to ‘“Who's Who,” it is plain to see that the prejudice lies with the
?o%chers; we demand that the elections to “Who’s Who” be left to the student

Y- :

12, We demand a Mexican-American counselor be hired at Uvalde High
School and Junior High so the Mexican-American may benefit.

13. Seeing that the majority of students at Robb Elementary are Mexichn-
American, we demand a Mexican-American principal.

14, All students. who participated in the walkout should be allowed to make
up work missed with the teachers help.

LIBT OF DEMAN DS

We, the student body of Edcouch-Elsa Junior - and Senlor High School,
demand of the officials and administrators:

1, That no disciplinary action be taken against any student or teacher that
has taken part in this movement and that all suspended students and teachers
be re-instated to their previous post or office and that any mention of such
action omitted from school records. Also &ll intimidations should stop.

2. That mo threats, intimidation or penalties be made against any student
by teachers or administrators for membership or attendance of meetings of
any club or organization outside of school.

8. That the students be allowed to select their own candidates for Student
Council—it should be the students Student Council.

4. That excessive and unfair penalties’' and punishments stop being given .

students for minor infractions or completely ridiculous reasons, for example:
(2) Student suspended three daya for fallure to keep appointment with
teacher after school.
l(lb)' Student suspended for three daya for fnlling to stand at school pep
rally

‘(¢) If something (shorts,- tennis shoes) are stolen from lockers the students .
are punished (paddled or sent to do manual labor) for not being aole to

suft up!

Likewise, that-due process be followed in cases of suspension or expulsion
of students, that is, that a student be given opportunity to defend himself
and that evidence be preseated to both administrators and parents. Also no
paddling should be given student until explanation for punishment be- given
to parents, if students request such explanation.
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5. That no teacher or administrator shall use profanity or abusive language
in presence of students and in no case shall any teacher or administrator lay
a hand on a student.

8. That, in the case of tardy or absent students, the students be allowed to
re-enter class and no points taken off unt{? his eXcuse is verified or not.
Students should not be kept out of class till -parents call school.

7. That either the price of the cafeteria lunch ve lowered to a more reason-
able price or that more and better foods be served.

8. That, as Chicano. students, we be allowed to speak our mother tongue,
Spanish, on school premises without being subjected to humiliating or unjust
penalties, -

9. That courses be introduced, as a regular part of the curriculum, to show
the contributions of Mexicans and Mexican-Americans to this state and region.
For instance, factual accounts of the history of the Southwest and Texas,
courses in Mexican History and culture. Also, that qualified, certified teachers
be hired to teach these courses.

10. That all college preparatory courses be signalled out for students by
the time they enter high school.

11, That more effective counseling be given students from understanding
counselors that are able to relate to students. Present student-counselor ratio
is to great, we need more counselors. Likcwise, more assemblies on career
opportunities, availability of scholarships, grants, loans, college entrance re-
quirements, etc.

12. Finally that the blatant diserimination against the Mexican American
students in this school stop immediately. We demand Justice.

18. That regulations for ‘“passes” be set down clearly and defined so that
no question remains as to when passes are needed or not. The present system,
or lack of it, is ridiculous.

14. That special attention be given the situation a great number of
Edcouch-Elsa students find themselves in—that is, they are migrant workers.

(a) Student choices of subjects in spring registration be respected and
adopted in the fall term, these subject forms are often disregarded.

(b) Migrants leave school early, they take part in an accelerated program.
Advance tests are supposed to be given before they leave. Often teachers do
not let migrants -take tests or do not send tests to students up north after
them. All tests should be given to migrant students before they leave.

15. That school facilities be improved renovated, replaced or installed
where appropriate. For example:

t(8.) tEs‘ans—’l‘eachers often use fans only for their own comfort, ignoring
studen

(b) Heaters—The heaters are for the most part outdated and not in work-
ing order. We need new heaters.

(¢) Restrooms—Some of the restrooms and tollets are not cleaned and
inoperable, constantly out of repair.

(d) . Windows—Fix broken windows.

{e) Walls—Repair holes in wail. Give school buildings a facelifting

(f) How about Hot water for the showers.

We want to be proud of our school.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Teachers have ‘been driving buses for the district up till now. We recom-
me:;g that either students, senior students, or townspeople be hired to fill these
positions.

2. We recommend that longer periods of time be given to get to classes
between classes. Five minutes would be suﬂiclent

STUDENT COMMITIEE,
November 7, 1968.

R
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Bxhibit D

A SETTLEMENT IN CRYSTAL CITY, TEX,
[From The San Antonlo (Tex.) Express, Jan. 6, 1970]

AGREEMENT To END BoYCOTT Is REACHED

CRYSTAL Crry.—Boycotting Mexican-American students are expecied to be
back in their regular classes here Tuesday morning after approval Monday by
pupils, parents and school officials of & list of conditions. For some of the
salégents, Tuesday will be their first day in a regular classroom since Deec. 9,
1969. -

The huge walkout, spurred by alleged discrimination against Mexican-
Americans attending the school system, at times included from 1,000 to 1,800
pupils, depending on the source used for the estimate. Included were pupils
from all levels of the 2,850-student school system.

Negotiated in three main marathon-length sessions between school officials
and representatives of the boycotters, the five-page agreement provides that:

“Contacts with the Texas Education Agency (THA), already partially
initiated by the Crystal City school authorities, will be vigorously pursued in
order to facilitate the availability of qualified education specialists to help
establish an acceptable program (bi-cultural and bi-lingual) subject to fund-
ing avaflability.” -

A 10-memher parents advisory committee will be formed, composed of eight
Mexican-American. and two Anglos to be selected by high school students.
(More than 80 percent of the students are of Mexican-American descent.)

The practice of applying a two-point per day penalty for unexcused ahsences
will not apply to the boycotters and that students may make up missed three-
week and six-week tests during regular class periods. Students who attended
regular classes may drop an equal number of grades as those missed by
students who participated in the boycott. :

The school board acknowledges the probable existence of inequities in the
administration of tests designed to measure school entry readiness and the
TEA will be reguested to provide suitable technical assistance.

The board will make contact with the proper agency to seek corrective
measures in overcoming patterns of ethmic isolation including the allegations
that Anglo children in certain grades are not found in lower achievement
sections contributing to pattérns of artificial ethnic separation.

Most representative student honors will be designated as faculty student
representatives in the school yearbook.

Election of cheerleaders will be by the student body and only one baseball
Sweetheart will be elected by members of the team rather than two (one
Mexican-American and one Anglo) as in the past.

Prom servers will be elected by the junior class from one list of all sopho-
more students without regard to ethnic grouping.

Twirlers and drum major for the band will be elected by a panel composed
of four non-resident bhand directors and four band members elected by the
band students. - ) ‘ ’

Specidc complaints against certain school personnel will be noted by the
board and will be given consideration at time of contract renewal,

Availability of additional counseling personnel will be explored. If funds
are available, a qualified bi-lingual candidate will be recruited and employed.

Sept. 16 (Mexican Independence Day) will be observed Wwith a suitable
assembly program during the last regular high school class period of the day.
Such assemblies will include participation by the entire junior and senior
high student bodies. -

The superintendent will examine the extent and nature of alleged inequitable
ethnic distribution of students regarding to size of classes. -

Inadequate shower facilities are acknowledged by the board, and the problem
will be rated as a high priority need among facility improvements under
consideration.

School facilities will be opened for student usage following regular classes
on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday evenings.

Both parties (school and boycotters) agree it could be anticipated that the
alleged pressures of faculty members designed to inhibit expression of views
or partisan support in connection with controversial issues could be resolved
through establishment of a grievance procedure. :

ke
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The board will take appropriate action to see that the school newspaper
veflects the highest possible standards of professional journalism including
the regular presentation of divergent viewpoints.

nhe student council will be requested by the school administration ‘to
examine the present student handbook provisions regarding clothing styles
and to recomz:end to the board suitable provisions in keeping with currently
acceptable styles and fashion. -

Physical education students will be glven an option as to whether they
will participate in regular physical education classes or to assist in cleanup
activity on the activity fields and elsewhere on school property. (Students
had been used at times to help clear paper and such from activity fields
following games.) . )

The agreement was signed by E. F. Mayer, president of the Crystal City
Sci.no0l Board ; Robert Greenwald, a representative of the Community Relations
service of the U.S. Department of Justice; and by five parents and five stu-
dents representing the bDoycotters. Greenwald had sevved as a mediator
between the two sides in the controversy.

School Superintendent John Billings said that “only time will tell” what
effect the agreement will have un the school district.

[From the Uvalde Leader-News, Uvalde, Tex., May 10, 1870]
PABENTS ASSOCIATION OF MEXICAN-AMERICANS EXPLAINS OBJECTIVES

(Editor's Note: The following article was presented the Leader-News with
this preface: “This article was prepared by the officers of ovur organization
aind 3?’8 our efforts to show our feelings and our interpretation of the situa-
tion.

As a result of the current walkout there has been formed in Uvalde the
Mexican-American Parents Association. This organization has pledged as its
purpose “to prevent any similar situations in the future that would result in
a school walkout and to help anyone of our people that is abused, or that has
a just clalm against the school system.” Its intentions are to do this in the
most respectable but also the most effective manner. ) ’

Presently its main concern is to bring the walkout to a just conclusion. As
a young organization it is faced with many problems, but the determination
and the desire of its officers is to help our people and make Uvalde a better
community and with these goals it’s bound to succeed.

The organization has recognized that before any advancement can really be
made to solve the problem it has to first educate a lot of people in this town
that are not completely aware of the situation and that have heard and are
repeating false accusations towards the walkout group. - .

The statements prepared for a general mecting of the M.A.P.A. and all in-
terested persons for last Friday’s meeting will serve to show how it sees the
walkout and@ why it believes in supporting it.

“It is a sad day- in Uvalde when after all these years we have been good
citizens, hard working people and friendly neighbors we are again abused.
ge say abuse because that is what the school board did in dismissing George

arzZa. . . .

‘“rphe school board accuses him of failing to cooperate with his principal.
But we can't understand why the board in making this decision cau»>t con-
sider that on February 23, 1970 a group of parents went before th¢ school
board with grievance after grievance against Mr. Shannon and a request that
he be removed. These parents know that Mr. Shannon can be a very unreason-
able person, and@ a very capricious one, too. These parents and a lot more
people now Lave come to realize that it was impossible to comply with all
tl;:krules Mr. Shannon set up. That is unless one wanted to put their job at
stake.

“On February. 23, 1870 the board concluded that only 82 persons had signed
the petition and could not see reason to dismiss Mr. Shanngn. In other words
these 32 persons were not even considered. And yet when it came to a program
to improve relations and understandings between Mexican-American children
and the teachers.the school board only heard the request of not more than
three anglo teachers that it be removed and it did so. Angd jvhen it came to
dismiss George Garza it only heard the voice of one man, ﬁr. Shannon. To
}he brot:ri the Mexican-American parents in this community /have never been

mportan i
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“When at other times groups of Mexican-American parents have gone be-
fore the school board with a grievance or concern they have always found
the members very -rude and indifferent. We have always been. made to feel
that we are unreasonabie before even investigating the problem. They boast they
have heard some of our demands—like improving the sanitation at Robb
Schcol—but they have a record of only doing those things that are required
by law and then taking credit for them. .

“Phe walkout was not caused by any other party other than-the school
board itself. It is guilty of ignoring the Mexican-American community’s prob-
lems to the point that many of us no longer want our children in school.
What good is an education for, what good is excelling in a career when if_.
they should be employed in Uvalde their success is limited by the whims of
people like Mr. Shannon and the memnbers of the school board. )

“A-d what good is an education for if in the eyes of the anglo community
a Mexican is a MexXican with the understanding that he will never be any-
thing but poor and ignorant with an ugly culture, always bound to work more
for less. The students involved in the walkout believe it's their duty to im-
prove the image of the Mexican-American students and that if it fails it is not
worth getting an education.

“The school board has also been guilty of trying through very cowardly ways
to intimidate the parents and the students into giving up. They called the
Texas Rangers in and a helicopter to boot. The Texas Rangers are once again
displaying their arrogance by calling the children and the parents names to
their faces always with the in.ent to provoke incidents of violence. Our in-
tentions were never to hurt anyone but it is evident the school board and the
local city officicls would like to see us hurt. This is a matter of children and
parents against the school board, not a band of militants against the town.
Why then the call to arms? ) .

“Ag for the false accusations of threats to people that weould not partici-
pate, it is evident that not all the Mexican-American population has partici-
pated and we would like to sez some true accounts of these people being
hurt. Practical jokes nave always been played on people and we don’t doubt
that there have been some in relation to the walkout, but not under the di-
rection of the leaders of tbe walkout. Children have always. been children
and are known to misbehave at times, it has not taken a walkout before to
make them do this. ) - . )

“snd to those that say the walkout group is not representative of the entire
Mexican-American population we must requote what we declared to the press
in San Antonio: In Uvalde the Mexican-American has no representation on
any level—city, county or in the school board. Here the anglos control 98%
of the economy. They are the employers and. in Uvalde we still have the fear
of getting involved in these things for fear of losing our jobs. That is why
we are demanding that George Garza be rehired. ' o

“We want our teachers to be able to defend their integrity and express their
opinion without putting their jobs at stake. And we know that in winning this -
cause we will be winning respect for all our people and maybe that freedom:
ottitsptciech and the right to pursue our happiness that is mentioned in our Con-
stitution. : o . .

“We welcome interested persons to come to this organization's oficers so
that they may understand our -views and realize we are pledged to help the
community,” the Mexican-American Parerits Association statement concluded. '

Exhibit B
A, BOYCOTT IN THE MAKING IN LOCKEART, TEX.
[B‘;om The San Antonlo (Tex.) Express, Aug. 13, 1970} )

News FroM Arr SovTH TEXA_S-—LOOKHABT STQDENfs PRESENT DEMANDS

LooKHART—With the opening of school ‘less than 20 days away, the board
members of the L.ockhart Independent School District have been presented a
list of demands by a committee representing Mexican-American. students,

Luther Hartman, who succeeded John Billings as 'superintendent last week,
said some of the committee members met with him, Lockhart High Principal
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- Bobby Roberts and Harry Meyer, curriculum director, after the board meeting.

A deadline of Aug. 21 was set for the board’s answer to the demands, which
were presented by Fred Sanchez, a high school student.

Aug. 31 is the first day of classes in the Lockhart system.

Board members said that most of the demands presented involved adminis-
tration rather than policy.

The demands included:

A high school holiday on Sept. 16, Mexico’s Independence day.

Employ:aent of more Mexican-American teachers.

Additional books in the library on figures in Mexican history.

A written policy on dress and grooming.

Setting of a policy on the use of Spanish in the schools.

Better counseling services and retention of a bilingual counselor.

Multi-cultural education.

Lowering of the grade level to 80 from the current 85 as a qualification to
hold student office.

Establishment of a student grievance committee.

Abolition of a new school policy on boycotts. X

Formation of a screening committee of parents to participate in the hiring
of teachers.

More bilingual education. :

In the informal discussion after the meecting, the school administrators ex-
plained they had been trying to hire bilingual names but that many other
districts in South Texas also have been doing the same thing which limited
the number here. It was explained that there are few vacancies remaining
on the staff.

Because of complications involved, it was decided to postpone the discussion
on the student grievance committee demand, Hartman said.

"School officials said that Spanish could be spoken in the school facilities
except In tte classroom. They pointed out state law required the use of
English in the classroom.

Hartman told the committee members that special recognition of “Diez y
Sels” of September would be held on the campus.

Officials said the grooming code would be relaxed to allow sideburns to
the bottom of the ear lobes, but hair was not to be over the collar or curled.

John Billings resigned last week as the superintendent. He came from
Cryital City, where he had resigned as superintendent effective July 1.

JoSE URIEGAS,
Austin, Teo.

Member of Executive Board of Directors, Southwest Council of La Raza.
Member Texas State Advisory Board of the United -States Commission on
Civil Rights. Former instructor of Elementary, Secondary, and Special Educa-
tion program in San Antonio and Uvalde, Texas.. Project Director for Leo
Kramer, Inc., management consultant firm, Washington, D.C.-Austin, Texz.
Presently State Training Director for the Minority Mobilization Project—
An in-service training prcgram in South and West Texas. .

JEsus JosE (Joe) RusIo, JR.,
Aurtin, Teo,

Regearch Director, Mexican-American Development Corporation, Austin,
Tex. Member of the Advisory Committee, Mexican-American Education Study,
U.S. Civil Rights Commission. Consultant in Socio-Economic Affairs, Manage-
ment and Technical Services Department, General Electric Company. Former
Director, Southwest Regional VISTA Training Center, Austin, Tex. Former
Associate Director, El Paso Community Action Program—Project BRAVO,
E] Paso, Tex. Former Managing Editor, Southwest Catholic Register, B] Paso,
%ilaxp Forx,xlx‘er instructor of English and History, Father Yermo High School,

as0, Tex. '
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Senator Monpare. I am .nost appreciative to you for that very
fine statement. It is interesting that your testimony was heard by
only one Senator.and three reporters. This is getting to be the pat-
tern now when we come to ngican American problems which are
also American problems. We have the room packed when we talk
about other problems.

MEXICAN AMERICANS . EDUCATION AND DISCRIMINATION

Yet, from every statistic we can find, the second largest minority
in the United States underachieves because of the nature of the pres-
ent system by whatever standards you wish to use—dropouts, test
levels, lack of any opportunity to get into the professions. The only
area where the Mexican American is consistentﬁr granted full access
is the draft, and that is rather freely admitted.

Yesterday we had testimony by Dr. Cardenas, one of the few top
Mexican American administrators of a school system in the country
—the Mexican member of a school board in San Francisco—who
has his own doctorate degree, probably knows as much about the
problem as anybody.

Another doctor of professional education who is familiar with the
Los Angeles schools testified, yet, I think it is fair to say that we
didn’t get a story in almost any major paper including the Wash-
ington papers. ’f‘{lere were some cameras here, but they ran out of

. You must say it is frustrating.

“We had Dr. Cardenas testify that their tests of the average He::d-
start students at ages 3, 4, and 5 show these children slipped from an
average 1Q of 104, to 90 the next year and to 70 the next because
of the pressure of deprivation. In other words most of them went
from academic ability levels which equipped them for good high
school and college work to levels, in 3 years, where they are candi-
dates for subnormal schools.

'We have had testimony from other areas confirming these tragic-

phenomena, but we can’t seem to get anybody’s attention. Accordmg
to your testimony in Uvalde where there are patterns of racial an

ethnic discrimination which equals that anyw}l)lere you find an iso-
lated black as well as Mexican American community and in regatrd
to the latter you have the additional difficulties of the language, and

a different culture, which requires immense sensitivity; and yet, there

does not seem to be any response. :

It just seems as though 1t is not relevant to this country.

I don’t understand it. You have been living with the problem.
Both of you have spent a good part of your lives working to improve
the system; you want the systemn to work. I think at one time you
were a member of the city council of Uvalde, yet you have found
pralc)iiically no public understanding and, I fear, interest in this
problem.

I must say it is very disheartening.
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MEXICAN AMERICANS VERSUS UVALDE

Mr. Urieaas. I would like to add, Senator, out of the students who
are dropping out or getting out of school in Uvalde, nine Mexican
Americans from the communities in barrios in Uvalde have died in
Vietnam. No Anglo from Uvalde has died in Vietnam.

Senator MonpaLe. That is the home of “Cactus Jack,” is it not?

Mr. Urigas. Yes, sir.

Senator Monpare. How many Mexican American lawyers or doc-
tors have been %roduced by the Uvalde school system?

Mr. Uriecas. I know of no doctors and two lawyers—and I know
of one gharmacist from Uvalde. However, we have produced several
Silver Star medal winners.: , :

IéUBLIO AND POLITICAL ATTTIUDES

Mr. Rusro. We would like to thank you for the attention and
focus you are placing on the Mexican American in general, and his
educational problem in particular with these hearings.

The thing that frustrates us is that we have been to a number of
these hearings before. The attention is simply not at either the State
or national level. We no longer wait. Through the efforts of the
Office of Economic Opportunity in the past, the VISTA volunteers,
for example, and various church groups that are committed to.com-
munity organization—we have found a tool. We have found a way to
achieve some power within our community, and even if national
aﬁtentlon does not come, we are going to use that tool to bring about
change. : 4 . o :

“We hope it will be peaceful, nonviolent change. We hope it will
not come to violence, but when youn%fters 6, 7.and 8 years old are
confronted in the streets of Uvalde by Texas Rangers, something
might give. We are often portrayed as placid and nonviolent people.
My grandfather told me about the Mexican Revolution and that was
not placid nor nonviolent, but our people would rather achieve. at-
tention in another wa}h ‘ _ o , '

Senator MonDarE. It is getting to the point where I don’t know
what to do any more. The average Mexican :American, I think, feels
that hearings are & charade; that they are a joke; they constitute a
time when we let him bare his chest and tell about his problems
which is a way of takingiuslomething from a person. . o

In a sense, you are taking away some of his pride. You are ask-
ing him, to expose himself. When a growing man has to explain how
he can’t educate his children that is not.a comfortable moment for
him. He .is giving up some of his-manhood in'the process. o

Yet, as you point out, and I think very eloquently so, at the
beginning of your testimony, we have been through this hundreds
of times, with all kinds of high level official groups that have gone
over and over these facts and for all practical purposes little or noth-
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ing has happened to change the life of or to move toward fuller
op{)ortunity or the Mexican American.

wonder what do we do. I agree with you, and endorse_your feel-
ings entirely, that a violent approach to this situation, I think, is
bound to be unproductive. : .

Yet, Uvalde is an example where it is my personal opinion that
the school board could have gone about 10 percent of the way and
those children would have gone back to school. I don’t think those
demands were tough at all. - ' .

Mr. Rupro. One thing has become clear. It is basically a question

of power and politics. This has been proven in Crystal City, Tex. "

Tt is going to be at the ballot box that change will take place. It is
going to be the men who are sitting on the school board who are
going to make the needed changes int our educational dilemma.

A new Mexican American superintendent, with excellent creden-
tials, has just been named in Crystal City. We have a school board
there where the majority of the school board members are Mexican
Americans. We are all looking to and committed to helping Crystal
City, which we hope will become a model system. ,

‘We have to win it in a political way. That is what is beginning to
happen, and as a result, we are encountering a great deal of reaction
and repression. In a recent statement to the State sheriff’s conven-
tion, 2 D.P.S. spokesman indicated that undercover agents are keep-

_ing track of people like Mr. Uriegas and myself.

o said we are subversives and commies. It is a clear indication of
what we are faced with. '

MEXIOAN AMERICANS: DROPOUTS !

~ Senator MonpaLe. We might just turn to Uvalde, and incidentally,
all of these exhibits will appear at the conclusion of your remarks.

When one looks at the number of Mexican Americans by rade in
Uvalde school system, one finds that while the first grnde had 224
Mexican American students, the senior class had only 101. In other

-words about half of the system’s Chicano students dropped out, un-
. less there has been a bulge. B o ' L

Mr. Rusro. We call them “push-outs.” ‘

Senator MonpaLe. Would you say it is fair to assume that half of
these Mexican American3 are pushed out between the first grade and
the 12th grade? , v o ' -

Mr. Rurro. We believe the last census proved that and we are
anxiously awaiting the 1970 statistics to see if there is a difference,
but we doubt. that there will be an appreciable change. . - - ‘

Senator MonpaLe. One of the witnesses yesterday said he felt not
oven these figures reflected the full story because they are findin
that 20 percent of the migrant kids never have gone to school at all.

Mr. Ruero. You probably heard that from Dr..Cardenas who con-
ducted the study. -

di s e
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Senator Monpare. They never went through a school door in their
life. Is there some basis to that in your opinion?

Mr. Rusio. From our personal experience as organizers, yes, sir,
that is very true.

MEXICAN AMERIOAN EDUCATION : STATE ROLE

Senator MonbarLE. What has the State department of education
done to be of help in these efforts to provide better educational op-
portunities for the Mexican Americans? <

Mr. Urmeas. I have not been able to recognize any real serious
effort by the Texas education agency to help out with this situation.
During the school walkout they even avoided talking to most of the
people who were involved in the walkout. I don’t see that they are
making any real effort to address the peoples’ needs.

I think they are hiding behind their bureaucracies and not seeking '

anilreal solution to these problems. .

r. Rusro. It is interesting to note that in the civil rights hearings
held in San Antonio about a year-and-a-half s:,igo the State commis-
sioner of education was called as a witness, an that he was unaware
at that time of any programs to prepare teachers to work with Mexi-
can American students. He was unaware of bilingual programs. He
was unaware of whether Texas history books reflected the contribu-
tions of Mexican Americans. )

Senator Monpare. You have & State board of education.

Mr. Rusro. Yes, sir.

Senator Monpars. Are there any Mexican Americans on it?

Mr. Rusro.’ No.

Senator MonpaLE. So, it is your téstimony at this poiut that the
State department of education has not been of help to you in an
effort to get a more sensitive school system? ’

Mr. Rusro. Again, we are not educators. We do not know the in-
tricacies of how the education agency functions. ITowever, we can
say from the barrio and community level that they are ineffective.

eir programs are not doing much to ameliorate the problems of
our people.

BILINGUAL EDUCATION

Senator Monpate. I would like to return to Uvalde for a moment.
You have a table 2 here which lists about half a million dollars of
Federa] assistance allocated to Uvalde.

Significant by its absence is any bilingual education money. Has
the system applied for bilingual funds and not received them?

. Mr. Urmzass, They have not been willing to recognize that there
is a need for bilingual education. To my knowledge, they have never
apglled for any funds for bilingnal education. - '

enator MoNparE. T notice one of your demands sets forth bilin-
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gual education and bicultural education as essential. Does the local
school board opgose that ? :

Mr. Urteeas. I think this indicates the mentality of the people in
the areas we are talking about, and the fact they do not want to
recognize at all, and this really tells something deep here that the
gringo mentality does not want to recognize anything that will
benefit the Mexican American. It is their feeling and they show it
all the time that we have to fit into their system. %t is something that
they are going to do for us. It is not something that we can par-
ticipate in.

In our request for bilingual education, they do not want to rec-
ognize it, because they feel they would be giving in to something the
Mexican American would want to have. This is very typical of the
gringo mentality.

_ Mr. Rusro. But their action is interpreted by them to mean that
it is good for the Mexican American peo%le; that what they are doin;
it for the good of our people and it will help us progress socially an
economically. This is often used as an excuse by school boards.

Senator Monpare. They want to make good white men out of
brown men. For that purpose, they want to choke English down
your throat and they don’t understand apparently the basic reasons
for bilingual education: If you teach a good bilingual education
program children will learn English and tl%eir own language faster.

PUBLIC AND POLITICAL ATTITUDES

Mr. Rusto. It has been proven in many countries throughout the
world that it is very beneficial.

Mr. Urizeas. You also have to understand the men who make the
decisions and who have the power and authority to bring in good
programs are usually ranchers who would like to keep the Mexican
at his present stage. They would like to use cheap labor on the ranch.

If you educate the Mexican American these men are afraid the
Mexican American might go into an urban ‘area where he will get a
better salary. - :

Mr. Rusio. Again, we are not experts in taxation, but it is ob-
vious many Anglo candidates are running for the school board in
the Anglo community in order to keep taxes down. The result is a
mediocre facility and a mediocre teacher and a mediocre education.

MIGRANT EDUCATION

Senator MonpaLe. I see there is some migrant money included
for preschool construction. What is your opinion as to how that pro-

am is being conducted and what role should mi%-tants play in the

evelopment of programs for their own children? '
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Mr. Uriecas. The role of the migrants in developing their own
programs is nonexistent. I have yet to see in this arca anywhere
where the parents are consulted or where they have any kind of an
input in formulating new programs. It is a very sad way in which
they use that construction money. These are places where the school
budget does not appropriate money for them. They just fill in the
gag with construction moneg. .

enator MonpaLe. What do they do with 1t? -

Mr. Urteeas. It is very hard to tell how they manipulate these
funds, because we have very little access to the school budgets. I can
tell you from my viewpoint that I don’t see how they are going to
use 1t right if their intent is wrong.

COMMUNITY CONTROL AND INVOLVEMENT

Senator Monpare. Do they have any local community board or
advisory group for title I money?

Mr. Urieeass. I believe on the Followthrough program they must
have a parent’s advisory committee but this 1s manipulated by

shrewd administrators to keep parents from having influence in
the decision making.

Usually, the administrators call meetings at a time convenient to
them and not to the parents. They try to keep the people out.

A ﬁwd example ofp this is school board meetings which are con-
ducted in a room which barely sits 10 people. Traditionally, it has
been held in that type of meeting. Seven gringos get together and
make a decision &s to what they want their kids to do.

. Senator Monpare. You have a Mexican American parents associ-
ation in Uvalde. . : -

Mr. Uriecas. That is correct. ,

Senator MoNpaLE. Are they fully consulted by the school board?

Mr. Urieaas. No, they are viewed by the school board as a bunch
of subversives and troublemakers. Anytime that a Mexican Ameri-
can group organizes itself, no matter what its called or what its in-
tentions are, 1t is going to be looked at as “community inspired”
Mr. Dishman, the .chairman of the school board said. _

They always tell you that you are some kind of a subversive be-
cause you are trying to look to your rights. , : ’

.. Senator MonpaLE. How imporiant do you rate the objective of
desegregation as against communitil;ontrol and compensatory edu-
cation, or do you see them as working together?

Mr. Rusro. I think it all begins with community control.

‘We have found out that when you involve the parents, when they
feel they really have a say in the education of their children, in the
control of the budgets that are used to educate those children, that
questions like desegregation, questions like compensatory education
because very much their priority. They want their children to in-

o
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teract with the Anglo community, for example. They want what we
call salvage programs. I think it begins with- community. control
and from there it will pick up and be a good, rational, harmonious
program that will encompass the point you malke.

e are not separatists. :

Senator MonpALE. You are not separatists and you would advo-
cate quality integration.

Mr. Rosio. That is correct.

Senator Monpare. In Crystal City for the first time Mexican
Americans were elected into control positions. What has resulted
from their elections and how much do you think that example will
be followed by other communities with either majority or minority
Mexican American representation on the school board. :

Mr. Rusio. 1 can only comment as an outsider, I am from El Paso.
I don’t think they have had much time yst. They have set certain
corrective policies. They are looking for the kind of men and women
they need to run their schools. They have hired a superintendent.
‘They just hired a gentlemen from San Antonio for one of their pro-
grams. o

People are talking all over the valley and west and central Texas
about the Crystal City program. The people are looking. What were
local, subregional, or regional groups of concerned parents are be-
%mmnf to link hands throughout the State. They are looking to

rystal City as a model. .

They are setting their sights on the local school board. They are
participating in school activities. The change in Crystal City has
energized our people. '

For example, in Lockhart, Tex., where the deposed superintend-
ent from stal City was hired by the Lockhart Independent
School ‘District, the Mexican American community rose up. and
protested. The man resigned. o .

I think (_ix{'ystal City 1s a milestone in our educational history.

Senator Monpare. Why have you not been able to elect some
Mexican American school board members in Uvalde ? :

M. Urieeas. It goes into a long series of problems confronted by
the Mexican American. First of u.]i the problem of having to register
to vote every year, the way in which that is conducted—in other
words, the courthouse where you have to go and register to be able
to vote is open from 8 o'clock ii. the morning until 5 'o’clock in the
afternoon. average American Mexican works for an Anglo out
in the field and has no access to registration. = .

. Senator Monpare. They have to register annually ?

* Mr. Urecas. Every year. Also, you have to keep'in mind that the

courthouse is completely controlled by Anglos. They make it very
difficult, even if an individual has the time to go in there and regis-
ter. They make it very difficult for him to register. They ask him
unnecessary quesiions or they ignore him. _ S
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Also, once the Mexican American is registered to vote, as was m
case when I ran for city council, we saw a lot of intervention an
intimidation and harassment by the county sheriff and deputies and
even the presence of Texas Rangers at the polling places. This is
intimidation. .

Since most of the Mexican Americans work for the gringo em-
loyer, they are pressured as to who to vote for and who not to vote
or or else they will lose their jobs. When they go to the polling

places, the ones who do get in to vote are confronted by predomi-
nantly Anglo votinE judges who do not help them when they get in
there to read the ballot or give information that will heip them
make the right decision as to who they want to vote for. They make
it difficult all the way around for a IMexican Americen to really
participate in this democracy.

Mr. Rusro. It is changing because of intensive communivy organi-
zation, It is changing. Men and women are reslizing they have cer-
tain rights, that that courthouse is as much theirs as anyone else’s.
This is where the conflict lies today in Southwestern communities.
It is the transfer of power.

- TRPACHING AND TESTING

Senator Monpare. In your testimony, you referred to testing and
special education classes. T believe you were once involved with that
program. Can you tell us how it works and whether you believe
l\lfexma.n Americans tend to end up in those so called “special”
classes.

Mr. Urmeas. The whole testing system of the bilingual is com-
pletely madecﬂl.ate. It has been my experience working as a special
educator, working with the mentally retarded, that the people ad-
mimstering these tests usually are unqualiﬁed’ to test anybody.

Usually an Anglo administrator is administering this test. He
can’t even relate to the little chicano who comes to be tested. They
intimidate the child because they speak to him in English. The child
may not be able to even communicate with them.

The child is tested in English and in many cases is adjudged as
retarded though the child might have an above-average 1Q. In the
Uvalde independent school system where I worked, 99 percent of the
children in the mentally retarded classes were Mexican Amorican, 1
percent split between the black and the Anglo community.

On the other hand, in the minimum brain injured class, it is 99
percent Anglo kids.

There is just no way these tests can be accurate. What usually
happens is tnat they take a Mexican American of average intell-

gence and train him to be mentally retarded, I think this has been

proven in some cases. _ .
The testing system is totally inadequate.

(The following material on Spanish-speaking pupils classified as.

mentﬁll retarded was subsequently submitted for inclusion in the
record :
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SPANISH-SPEAKING PUPILS
CLASSIFIED AS EDUCABLE
MENTALLY RETARDED

California State Department of Education

The following wos prepored for the Mexicon-Americon
Education Reseorch Project by John T. Chondler ond
John Plokos. (Ed.’s note: In the post, observers hove noted
thot educoble .mentally hondicopped closses hove been
used as a ‘dumping ground’ for minority group children,
The significonce of this study is that it indicotes the chorge
moy be true.)

This report reflects the findings of an investigation conduct-

ed by the Mexican-American Education' Research Project, .

California Stote Department of Education, on o sample of
Mexican-Americon pupils enrolled in classes for the edu-
cable mentolly retorded (EMR) in selected school districts
in Colifornia. The investigation hos been directed to the
question as to whether these pupils should have been
ploced in classes for the educable mentally retarded or
whether a language barrier prevented them from being

INTEGRATED EDUCATION
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assessed properly as o their native abilities to perform
cognitive tasks.

TEST GROUP POPULATION

Two school districts located in different geographical
areas were selected trom which a sample pupil popula-
tion was chosen for the purposes of the study reported on
here. One school district was located in a rural areq,
and the other district was located in an urban area. In
each district, the pupils selected for this investigation had
to meet the following criteria: (1) be of Mexican desceni;
(2) be currently enrolled in EMR classes; (3) have evi-
denced a problem in using the English language due to
their native language being Spanish.

A total of 47 pupils enrolled in grades three through
eigh! were selected for the study; 17 were from the
rural area and 30 were from the urban area.

ASSESSMSNT INSTRUMENT

The assessment instrument used in this study was the

Escala de inteligencia Wechsler para nifios, which is the .

Spanish version of. the Wechsler Intelligence Scale for
Children. The norms-for the Spanish version. were estab-
lished on the basis .of tests conducted in Puerte Rico,

which raises some question of reliability and validity .

when this version is administered to children whoss na-
tive tongue is a Spanish idiomatic to various regions in
Mexico. Before using the Escala de inteligencia Wechsler
para nifics, . certain items needed to be reworded to fit

the Sparish .in - common -use by Mexlcan Americans in
Callforma S

For example, bole was changed to- peloia and. concreio
was changed to cemenio

Also Changes were considered necessary in. the “allow-

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER, 1969
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able answers” to some items, as follows:

& General Information {Section 6) Nﬁmber.é: “In- what
kind of a store do we buy sugar?” One answer which
should be allowed is “liquor store.”

© General Information (Section 6) Number 14: “Where
is Chile?” Allowable answers should include “in a
can” "in u field” and “in a store’’; otherwise the
guestion should be eliminated, as chile in their vocab-

ulary is not normally associated with a country.

The items noted are just a few examples of changes
required to assure @ reasonable level of reliability and
i validity when the Escala de inteligencia Wechsler para
: nifios is used on a Spanish-speaking population of Mex-

ican descent. .

TESTING PROCEDURE' AND CONbITIONS

The testing procedure was arranged by working in con-
junction with the director of special education in each
«chool district and the assigned’ psychologist; the pro-

cedure somefimes permitted the testing of two pupils
each day in their own school. . »

it was explained to those tested that although the test
would be conducted in Spanish, English would be used
when comprehension was lacking. It was soon . evident
that some of the pupils were not proficient in Spanish
or English.

The pupils were not pressed for time to begin, nor were
they rushed from one section. to another. They were en-
couraged to relax in order to maintain -rapport. At one
point in the testing, two staff members aitempted to
make close observations of the pupils taking the test, ;
but the pupils had difficulty concentrating; therefore, the & -
experiment was terminated. However, by changing. the 3
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inethod of observing the pupils, the staff members were
able to make their observations with no observable dis-
comfort on the part of the pupils.

A study of past testing results made it possible for the
investigators to be cognizant cf past performances and
to take aclvantage of the information obtained by local

personnel.

ANALYSIS TECHNIQUE

The data were analyzed by using the simple comparative
technique of mean and median IQ gain — comparing
-previous IQ scores with those computed from the present
_ testing with the FEscala de infeligencia Wechsler para

nifios. (Note: In =1 few cases, when the pupi! requested
it and when the psychologist approved it, the English
version of the WISC was used instead of the Spanish ver-
sion.) Each pupil's point difference was charted for the
sections on verbal tests, performance tests, and total
battery score.

TEST RESULTS

The results of the testing of the pupils in the two districts
(rural and urban) showed that the average (mean/gain
between the prior test scores and the present test scores
was 13.15 1Q points (the prior IQ mean being 68.61 and
the present IQ mean being 81.76). The mean IQ point
difference between the prior scores and the present
scores was +12.45 points, which indicates a significant
gain in the overall point score, thus exceeding chance.

The median score for the prior IQ‘ was 70, wHiIe the
median score for the present IQ was 83, an increase
of 13 IQ points. ) -
The results also showed that of the 47 pupils \tested, 27
scored IQ ratings of 80 or over, and 37 had IQ ratings
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v Table t
: CompllbonolWlSCTedSeomMmbySdeded
v Mexican-American Pupils Enrolled in a School District
! Located in » Rural Aren of Californis
Verbal 1Q Performance 1Q Total battesy
. Popil Poiat Point Point
s number Prioe Present . Prior Present dir, Prior Promnt ar,
! 1 » » |- 87 87 +20
2 ki 80 + 76 n -5 75 73 -2
. 3 65 76 +11 80 104 +24 70 88 +18
v 4 86 85 67 84 +17 .
s 83 85 +2 ” 13 +34 83 98 15 E
6 84 110 69 9% 27
? 61 80 +7 79 4 -5 67 ki +8
8 76 86 60 79 +19
9 s 97 +22 76 82 +6 73 89 +16
« 10 67 ” +10 64 92 +28 62 83 +21
1 69 97 87 100 72 99 +27
12 n 7 7% 6 n 5 +
13 69 69 96 7 80 +3
I 14 ki 76 n 62 n +10 q
s 15 67 7 63 67 "
H 16 7% 9% n 72 n 80 +9
N 17 n 9% 94 104 81 101 +20 R
' B
. Tetle 2 k
¢ ki
I Comparison of WISC Test Scores Made by Selected
: Mexican-Ametican Pugpils Edirolled in » School Distriet
? Located in an Utban Area of California
v
¢ Verbal 1Q FPerformance 1Q Total battery
:’/ Pupld Point Paint TFoint
B number Prior Present it Prioc Present dirr. Prioe Present o
3 13 % 1? 18 103 +28
g 19 67 79 56 70 +14
20 S5 46 -9 5 s [} 61 56 -5 1
21 &1 927 67 88 +4 h
§ 22 56 67 56 57 +1
23 n 95 +23 [ 92 +24 67 93 +26 ¥
2% 86 65 73 73 y
25 75 ' M 51 Kl +20 o
26 n 9% 61 k] +17 °
2 86 87 68 85 +17 3
28 k] 87 +2 n 96 +25 70 91 +21 ¥
29 70 83 +13
0 63 %6 +12 85 86 +1 n 9 +8
3N 70 85 45 73 90 +12 K 36 +15 =
2 76 83, +6 62 K +16 67 8 +11
A a3 72 80 +38 92 92 0 80 84 +4
24 %6 8S +9 86 87 +1 79 85 46
35 72 b +3 s 87 "2 " 79 +H©
36 82 Fod 69 87 +18
37 70 85 +15 83 101 +i8 74 92 +18 E
38 sS 58 +3 o7 94 +27 56 73 +17
. 9 70 66 -4 64 % +12 61 68’ +7
v 40 74 76 +2 4 86 L2 n .19 +8
: 41 67 81 +14 s 76 + 68 ki +9
42 ki 96 +19 n 8 +11 72 88 +16
43 M 8s +1] ki 65 +7 3 83 +10
44 4 ™ +5 85 83 2 77 9 +2
45 8S w 62 86 +24
L) 46 70 7% +5 9 » +6 79 85 +6
47 80 42 +2 72 a3 +11 “ 81 +7
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of 75 or above.

Table 1 (rural) and Table 2 (urban) indicate the individ-
val patterns of point differences noted in the prior test
scores and the present test scores.

The data in Table 2 clearly show the discrepancies be-
tween the Qs secured by using the English version of
the WISC as opposed to those secured by using the
Spanish version. Taking into account the distrust of the
IQ ‘as a sole basis for making a judgment, there is yet
the fact that point variance, mean, and median I1Q
differences are all at a 12-point level and indicate a
modal cluster in this area,

Some pupils’ gains were minimal, and one pupil (number

- 20) had a -5 point difference. However, the high mean

and median |IQ gain in points is indicative of the need
to assess the placement of Mexican-American pupils in

- EMR classes when the placement is based solely on their . .

inabilify to function in what is to them a foreign language,

particularly when tested in the “foreign language.” Anoth-

er factor which must be analyzed when considering the
placement of such pupils is that some have spent as long
as three years in a “special” class and as such may not
have received the same advantages as pupils with com-
parable 1Qs in regular -classes; the “special” placement
may have been a retarding influence. -

CONCLUSION

The results of this investigation indicate that many
Mexican-American pupils may have been placed in EMR
classes solely on the basis of performance on an invalid
IQ fest. The test is fermed invalid because this particular
subpopulation of pupils lacks a facility and understanding
of the English fanguage; therefore, when tested in Eng-
lish, they cannct perform well. However, this investigation
hus shown that when these pupils are given the -oppor-
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tunity to perform in the language with which they are
most familiar- and comfortable ~ usually Spanish —
their performance in many cases is above the cut-off
Jevel of the educable mentally retarded category (approx-
imate IQ of 75). :

RECOMMENDATIONS

In reference to the findings of this investigation, the
following recommendations are - made:

® School district personnel should review the cases of
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Spanish surnamed pupils currently enroiled in EMR
classes; those pupils who appear to have difficulty
in using the Engish language because Spanish is their
native language should be retested with the Spanish
version of the WISC.

@ Special personnel should be enlisied to assist the
school psychologist in testing pupils who have a lan-
guage barrier.

® A formal request should be made of the testing corpor-
ation to make certain changes in the Spanish version
of the WISC.

® A “transition” program should be provided for pupils
who need special instruction in the use of the English
language. Such a program might include English-as-
a-second-language (ESL) instruction and bilingual in-
struction in the basic subjects.

@ long-range plans should be made to improve the pre-
sent methods and instruments used for assessing pupils
prior to referral to EMR classes, particularly those
pupils with a cultural and linguistic background dif-
ferent from most of the English-speaking pupils.

APPENDIX

SAMPLE EXCERPTS FROM THE PREVIOUS RECORDS OF
SELECTED PUPILS AND THEIR SCORES
FROM PRESENT INVESTIGATION

Pupil Number 1

This pupil was born in Mexico but was brought to the
USA when he was about six months old. The usual langu-
age of the home is Spanish; his stepmother speaks no
English.

The pupil is hereby certified as eligible for the EMR pro-
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gram. His inability to fulfill the demands of the regular
class has apparently been excessively stressful to him.

Recommendation in previous record: Pupil should be
placed in the program for educable mentally retarded as
soon as practicable, and he should not be required”to
attend regular classes pending such placement.

Findings from present investigation: Total IQ score for
pupil 1 is 87; verbal IQ, 79; performance IQ, 99.

Pupil Number 4

This pupil comes from a fairly large Mexican-American
family. She has six brothers and one sister. Spanish is
the only language used in the home. Parents work as
farm laborers. The family typically “visits” in Mexico
during winter months, at which time the children do not
attend school.

The pupil was retained in the first grade and continves
to have learning problems. The pupil’s test results indicate
that she is functioning at the borderline level in mental
abilities. Her true intellectual potential is probably sig-
nificantly higher than her test performance suggests. How-
ever, she lacks many of the skills necessary to function
satisfactorily in a regular classroom at this time.

Recommerdation in previous record: The pupil should be
considered for placement in the EMR program.

Findings from present investigation: Total IQ score for
pupil 4 is 84; verbal IQ, 86; and performance {Q, 85.

) Pupil Number 5

This pupil is a large, somewhat obese girl of Mexican-
American background. She lives with her parents, one
brother, and two sisters. ‘Her father is a farm laborer,

INTEGRATED EDUCATION
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and Spanish is the .language spoken in the home.

Test results indicate thaf she is currently functioning intel-
lectually at the “orderline retarded level. On the per-
formance scale of the WISC, she scored substantially
below average on all of the subtests except object assem-
bly, which is one test, according to Wechsler, on which
mentally retarded individuals frequently obtain average
scores.

Recommendation in previous record: This pupil should be
considered for placement on a frial basis in the EMR
program.

Findings from present investigation: Total 1Q score for
pupil 5 is 98; verbal 1Q, 85; and performance 1Q, 113.

Pupil Number 16

This pupil is pleasant, friendly, and vigorous. While kis

test scores overall indicate retarded functions slightly
higher capabilities are indicated in some areas. '

On the basis of his total showing, however, it is felt tliat
he is an appropriate candidate for the educable mentally
retarded classes. Behavior disturbances noted by the
teacher seem to be reasonable responses to genuine
frustration; a special class setting should contribute much
to stabilizing this behavior.

Recommendation in previous record: This pupil is an appro-
priate candidate for EMR classes.

Findings from present investigation: Total IQ score “for
pupil 16 is 80; verbal 1Q, 90; and performance IQ, 72.

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER, 1969
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Mr. Pusmo. In some communities Mexican American groups aré
considering filing charges against the school system for the irrep-
arable damage tiey have inflicted on children through assignment
to mentally retarded classes. .

Senator Monpare. It is not true that there is special State aids
for children in DMR classes which gives local schools an economie
incentive to place children in such classes. I am not saying that
school districts necessarily res;})lond in such a manner.

Mr., Urmeas. I think they have done that. T have seen it done
in some communities in south Texas.

Senator MonpaLE. I am supposed to be at an executive session
to mark up a housing bill. T will ask the staff to take over for a while
and I will be right back.

COMMUNITY CONTROL

2
%
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Mr. Gonzirez. You mentioned some problems in the area’ of
voting. It would seem mathematically that if there were 51 percent
Mexican Americans in any coramunity that they would not have
i:ha.i:1 ki;ld of problem. That appears not to be true in Uvalde. Why
is that? * ,

Mr. Rusio. In Tuskegee Ala., the number of blacks was high, too,
but you have to look at i within the framework of the social and
economic and the educatio.al and the leadership plight of our peo- g
ple. Until there is community organization, until people are united, o
‘ until people can focus on an issue like they are today focusing on ;
: education, until they can see exactly what it means to them and their
i children, which is happening, then that large mass of voters or po-

' tential voters will not be heard. :

Mr. Goxzirsz. Would you say the application of the voting rights
legislation in protecting the Mexican American? :

Mr. Rosro. T don’t think it is. Diserimination in the enforcement
of justice ranges from the subtle to the overt. The presence of &
ranger or a sheriff who stalks like Matt Dillon somewll)lere near the
poll, when you have been conditioned to think of this authority
fi as someone to keep away from; the situation in Mathis
where a doctor who had been working with the Mexican American -

' community was allegedly brutally shot by a sheriff’s deputy—this
type of activity shows a gross failure to grant the Mexican American
his right to fair and impartial administration of justice.

Mr. Gonzirez. You are talking about a State police officer being
involved. )

Mr. Rusro. T am talking about at all levels.

[PETRETCIS AR FUP ;25
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CORPUS CHRISTI AND COMPLIANCE

We question, for example, school integration policy of the Federal
Government right now. We recently had HEW officials in Austin re-
Eea_tmg whut the Corpus Christi Federal judge said, that we are to
e integrated just like the blacks are to be integrated, that integra-
tion is not to mean black and brown being lumped together. But we :
see a posture of resistance at the State level and a wishy-washy
attitude at the Federal level. Locally, we hear the chairman of the
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school board in Austin saying he didn’t know that Mexican Ameri-
cans were a minority.

Mr. Gowzirez. What is the significance of the recent Corpus
Christi_case in this area?

Mr. Rusro. It included the Mexican Americans under integration
guidelines.

Mr. GonzirEz. So the Mexican American can no longer be com-
bined with the blacks as a desegregation strategy.

Mr. Ruero. That is right. Austin supposedly had a beautiful in-
tegration plan, but the whites turned out to ge brown and that is
not integration.

COMPLIANCE IN UVALDE: HEW AND JUSTICE

Mr. GonzArez. The school walkout in Uvalde happened in April.
Mr. Urmeeas. That is right. o
- Mr. GonzArez. Has HEW intervened in some form or conducted
a review of the situation and what has happened from HEW since
that time?

Mr. Urizeas. It is a real frustrating thing to watch these Federal
agencies go into these communities because they have no real teeth.

You keep expecting that the Federal agencies will go in there and
try to make some changes, but this never comes about. Every agency
that you talk to ‘is Eomg to make recommendations. They are all

' maki{lg all kinds of recommendations, but they don’t have any
muscle. : :

It is a very frustrating thing. It is just a real bad feeling we get
when we see these Federal agencies can’t do a thing about our prob-
lems. If a Federal agency can’t do it, we wonder what steps we are
going to have to take to really bring some changes about.

Mr. Rusio. If you really want to see how much the Mexican
American believes in his country and system, wait until he gets into
a boycott. Wait until you see him. We are Futting a call to Wash-
ington, Civil Rights, or Justice or the Civil Rights Commission or
HEW all leaders say . . . and they are going to come down here
because it is very obvious that our constitutional rights are being
infringed upon. It is very obvious this is segregation. It is very
obvious these funds are being misused.

But when the Federsl Government representatives appear there
seems to be very little they can do. This is frustrating and often
brings the whole system into question.

MEXICAN AMERICAN EDUCATION : FEDERAL, SIATIS, AND LOCAL ROLFS

Mr. GonzALEz. You have made recommendations at the State, locwi,
and Federal level. Is there any one of those three areas you ieel
holds the greater promise in terms of solution? Are you saying that
the Federal officials will solve your problems more so than the local
organizing type of thing or the State board of educution ?

Is there any one of those three you would put more marbles on?

Mr. Rosro. Up until a year ago, I would have put more faith in
the Fedrral establishment, but I don’t know where the Federal
Government stands right now.

e et e
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I think we are putting more emphasis on ourselves at this point
and feel that not much assistance is going to come from any %)evel.
This is pessimistic, but I think it is real.

Mr. Gowzirez. You feel there is more of a chance of finding solu-
tions at the local level ?

Mr. Rusio. Ideally there should be assistance at all levels, but
we don’t see it coming. -

TITLE VI

Mr. GonzALez. Several of the grievances you mention in your
testimony appear to be violations of the recent memorandum that
HEW sent out to all school districts with over 5 percent of enroll-
ment.

Mr. Rusro. Title VI?

Mr. Gonz4LEz. Yes.

Have you had any communications with HEW officials as to how
that memorandum would be enforced in Uvalde?

Mr. Uriegas. None to my knowledge.

TEACHERS AND SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION

‘Mr. GonzALez. You pointed out the complete absence of Mexican
American administrators for the schools and very few Mexican
American teachers. Is there one big reason for this? Would most
of the teachers and administrators who worked in Uvalde, if they
were Mexican Americans, would they be local %(iople coming back
to teach there? Is there anything that is keeping Mexican Americans
from working in these positions other than discriminatory hiring

" practices?

Mr. Uriecas. I think the basis for the whole thing is the dis-
criminatory practices are experienced all the way through school.
In other words, the number of people who would be capable of be-
coming educated and becoming teachers and educators are discour-
aged at very early years. ) :

The few who make it through have such difficulties getting these
jobs. In most cases, you will find most Mexican American teachers—
not administrators, but teachers—are overly qualified.

Mr. Gonzirez. Overly qualified ?

Mr. Urieess. They ]-)Iave to be better qualified than their counter-
part in order to be able to obtain these jobs. As far as the hiring
nractices, these are very questionable. I know of many Mexican

-A_merica.ns who have applied for jobs in the Uvalde Independent
"School District who have not been hired. :

There was one Mexican American administrator o few years ago
in Uvalde who tried to implement some programs. He was a school
principal: He iried to fight for some of the programs he felt would
be good for the Mexican American children, but he was fired almost
immediately: ‘ _

Until some of these agencies can oversee the hiring practices and
the diseriminatory practices in all of these schools, there is going
to be this lack of administrators.

Mr. Ruso. It is going to continue because the Mexican A merican
who is coming out of college today differs from, the Mexican Amer-
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jcan who was spplying for that job 5 or 10 years ago, and those
school administrators are going to label him as a radical. He talks
ideas like bilingualism and biculturalism. This does not fit into the
present pattern. This was reflected in Uvalde where Mr. Garze all
of a sudden became “very uncooperative” because he was talking this
way and he was interested in these things. He did not appear as
“cooperative’ as in years past.

Not too many of our Mexican American youngsters are getting
into college. I think a recent survey showed that at o large Cali-
fornia university there were more students from the Republic of
Mexico than there were Mexican Americans. I think that is a
sad commentary on the whole school system in the Southwest.

MEXICAN AMERICANS: SCHCOL BOYCOTT

Mr. GonzArez. About how many districts (n Texas would you say
had school walkouts in the last year or two?

Mr. Rusio. Beginning in early 1968, boyeotts occurred in Edcouch-
Elsa, Crystal City, Gillett Junior High in Kingsville, Uvulde, Al-
pine, and, of course, the boycotts in San Antonio.

Mr. GonzALEz. You did get some characteristics that you felt al!
of these walkouts had in common, did you not?

Mr. Rurro. We felt they all had certain commonslities.

Mr. GonzirLez. Do you feel these are sets of conditions that exist
elsewhere in other districts that have not seen this kind of problem
come up yet throughout the State? )

Mr. RUBo. I think it has kecome very clear in many a school
adniinistrator’s mind that boycotts are going to spread. I think you
are going to see a number of them in the fall semester.

We know of some that are planned. Many will continue to be
spontaneous. There may not be too many disruptions at universities
and colleges in the Southwest, but I think we will see it a$ the
elementary and secondary level.

Mr. GonzArLEz. You referred to about half a dozen or 10 districts
who had experienced these walkouts. o
_ Mr: Rusro. In the State of Texas, but in L.A., Albuquerque, and
in Arizona there have been walkouts. We are familiar with them, but
we speak today about Texas.

COMMUNITY CONTROL: LEGAL SERVICES

Mr. Gonziuez. Speaking of the length of time it takes to get
any action going in response to demands, would it indicate a lack
of accessibility on the part of the community to legal services
or to getting plugged into the machinery. How serious would you say
the lack of legal services is?

Mr. Urmeas. I know of only one group I would approach to make
a request for legal support, and this is the Mexican American legal

- defense fund, except for a few lawyers who are practically bankrupt

because they have been fighting these civil rights cases. There is
really no legal support for the Mexican American community right
now.
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As you know, the Mexican American legal defense fund will only
handle those cases that are precedent sctting. When we go into
these problems, the lack of legal support is very, very critiea..

This is a discowraging factor. There is really no piace for us to
go. The gringo administrator knows this.

Thercfore, he tries to throw somsething legal at von to stop you
with because iie knows it is going to take time for you to respond.
The best example is the day I was notified in Austin for me to try
to provide some assistance in the Uvalde walkout. I had not been
in Uvalde, T guess, 10 minutes before I was avrested and a couple
of other people were arrested because they knew we could not get
legal assistance to put us back in action.

On the first day of the walkoui in Edcouch-Elsa they arrested
people. These were selected arrests.

They arrested the five leaders right away in Elsa-Edcouch and
put them away, and again they recognized the fact that we did not
have enough legal support to get them out of jail fast enough for
them to continue leading the boycott.

The lack of legal services is very, very critical.

Mr. Rurto. Last year iu the Southwest region we had 66 VISTA
lawyers go into the five States of the OEO region. They proved to
be very useful and heipful to people with legal problems.

However, with the disorientation which appears to bLe taking
place in VISTA we doubt very much that we will be getting this
type of assistance in the future. We are very appreciative of the
type of help VISTA gave us.

COMPLIANCE AND MEXICAN AMERICAN SEGREGATION

Mr. GonzALrz. Regarding the percentage of Mexican American
studerts in Uvalde school. Some are heavily impacted Mexican
Aumnerican schools predominantly Mexican American

Myr. Urnireas. That is right. I think the percentage shown in the
table is probably corract.

Mpr, C‘?ONZALEZ. Has this occurred because of rulings of the school
district, or has it nccurrad because of housing patterns, or what?

Mr. Urizeas. It used to be that a student could go =rywhere in
that school district up to about 5 years ago when they drew boun-
daries. There is obviously gerrymandering all the way around.

Mr. Ruzto. In the city of Kl Paso, a very eloquent presentation
was recently made before the schoal board there which proved that
de facto segregation was in fact because of guidelines which the
school system adopted, administration policies, gerrymandering, and
so forth, de jure, particularly in the situation of two high schools
which were next to each other, but one is predominantly Mexican
Americans and black and the other whits.

My. GowzAirrz. Are either of those—El Paso or Uvalde—among
the list of noncompliance districts that HEW was negotiating with?

Mr. Uriraas. Uvalde is one.

Mr. Gonzivez. They submitted fo voluntary compliance? They
were not sued by the Justice Department ?

46-125—71—pt. 4——9
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Mr. Unieeas. Not yet, not that I know of. HEW had a meeting
in Austin and Uvalde *vas oue of the two which refused to attend
that mesting with HEV.

Mr. GonzAckz. Did they say why ¢

Mr. Urizeas. They said they could take care of their own
proklems.

Mr. GonziLez. But they were not sued ?

Mr. Urircas. Not to my knowledge.

TITLE I

M. Goxziruz, On your table 2 where you show the Federal moneys
going into the district, you show almest $133,000 in Title I, ESEA.
It is my understanding that title I requires a citizens advizory group
of some sort.

Mr. Urireas. I don’ know of any group in an advisory capacity.
Tf they are, I can guarantee you that they are not having any input
into this program.

Mr. Rueio. The gridelines for Headstart and the guidelines for
most of these programs require some kind of parentul or advisory
committee. In most cases, they are cast aside and rarely fulfill their
true function.

Tt is unusual to see a parents group working in partnership with
the principal or teacher, for these administrators will not concede
that these parents, however, humble they might appear, are the
chief educators of their children.

Mr. GoNziLez. One of the points you raised suggested that regu-
lations prohibiting the use of Spanish be done away with. First,
there was a State law in Texas.

Mr. Rousio. It has been repealed. It was repealed in the lust
legislature.

Mr. Gonzirez. Is the influence of that law still being felt, do you
think, in some districts?

Mr. Rusro. Yes. In Lockhart, school officials said they eould not
comply with the bilingual demand of the people because it was
against State luw.

Mr. GonzAvrez, They said that after it had been repealed.

Mr. Roeio. That is correct.

LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

Mr. GonzALrz. Would you hazard a guess as to how many enter-
ing first grade, Mexican American children in the district, who live
in Uvalde, speak more Spanish than English, that really meed a
bilingual education for educational reasons, just merely for under-
standinl%.

Myr. Urteeas. I think about 95 percent of the Mexican-American
children who attend the first grade.

Mr. GonzArez. Ninety-percent speak Spanish.

Mr. Uniecas. Yes.

Mr. Gonzirez. Would you say the nonuse of Spanish for commu-
nications of a chiid is more deterimental in terms of communicating
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gkills, say, teaching a child to add or subtract or is it more a
psychological thing thac might be a long-range detriment to the
child’s growth? :

Mr. Urmzaas. I don’t think it takes a professional psychologist to
see the psychological damage that is done to a child who has for 7
years been speaking Spanisﬁ at lome which in many instances is the
only way lic can communicate with his parents and his relatives.
Up to the age of 7 he has never becn told this is bad, that this 1s

- inadequate, or that he is inferior because of this, and then on the

first day of school lie is confronted by a gringo teacher and is forced

.to change his entire person.

Take Juan Lopez on his first day of school. Because the teacher
is incapable of Sayinlg Juan Lopez she changes his name to Johnny
Lopey or something like that. Already the acculturation begins. The
psychological damage is enormous. I don’t think I have to go into
much detail. When Le is told he is going to be punished for speaking
Spanish, it is something he never thought was wrong.

When the insinuation is made or he is directly told that his
language is inferior, that his language is no good, that he has
to learn how to speak English or else he will never succeed and he
is confrouted with this the damage is irreparable.

They arc not asking him to change within the next few years,
they are asking him to changc that same day and he is put aside
in the room as someone who 1s different and inferior. You have to
put yourself in the shoes of that 7-year-old kid to appreciate what
this educational system is doing to him.

BILINGUAL EDUCATION

Mr. Gonzirez. There is a federally funded bilingual program
available from USOE. Do you know 1f the Uvalde schools applied
for some of that money ?

Mr. Urieeas. I don’t know if it has.

Mr. Ruero. There are a number of school districts which may
have it, but not in Uvalde. If I remember correctly, the percentage
of children actually being reached by bilingual or bicultural pro-
grams is no more than 20 percent of the Mexicar American stucent
population in Texas. That is a drop in the bucket, Very extensive
studies have been made by Dr. Ramirez of Rice University on the
psychologice? disorientation that takes place. There is nothing in his
studies, which are very scientific, that in any way buttress the present
practices of the school districts. It is bad teaching. It is just not
conducive to learning. They are getting pushed out.

LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

Mr. Gonzirez. You also mentioned Americanized versus Anglo-
cized. Can you elaborate on the difference in your opinion?

Mr. Runio. The Mexican American is proud of being an Aierican.
His parents or his grandparents came to this country because they
felt there were certain rigats, privileges and benefits here which
were not uvailabie in Mexico. They very much wanted their children
to be American.

R L i
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But the Mexican American culture is a very special culture. There
is a warmth and graciousness and a tradition and a heritage and a
language and an extended family pattern that we don’t want to lose.
If we lose it, we feel culturally bankrupt. We believe this is hap-
pening in the schools which are forcing upon us a white middle-class,
monolingual substitute.

Mr. Govzirez. Getting to your recommendations on the State
responsibilities, you suggested that the textbooks be culturally and
lingually oriented. I guess this has been said for several vears now.
Do you see any movement in that direction by the State educational
agencies ?

Mr. Rousro. Again, we are not that familiar with the education
agency, but we are cognizant that this is not taking place. For-
tunately we have seen independent schoo! districts come up with
programs on their own.

We have seen some testbooks at educational fairs and so on but
I don’t think they are being implemented. It is rather startling
to see what the texts should say sometimes. In fact, Davey Crockett
was probably a Mexican American because it was a revolt of Mexi-
can Americans against Mexico but there were also some very distinet

. chicano names in the Alamo.

Myr. GonzAvez. Apparently the Senator has been detained. Before
we recess, I would like to give you a chance if you have a final
statement to make it for the record.

Mir. Rusro. I hope that your hearings will focus attention on the
severe educational problems of our children in the Southwest. I
personally attended the so-called White House Conference in Kl
Paso. I have attended two or three other meetings which have
focused or attempted to focus the attention of the nation on our

plilght

owever, progress does not seem to be coming very quickly. I
i hope something comes out of this which is much more constructive
; and more positive than in the past.

In the meantime, Joe and I and hundreds of other men and women
in Texas and throughout the Southwest are going to continue or-
ganizing and developing and promoting the education issue and
perhaps with a little bit of time, the Federal, State, and local gov-
ernments will catch up with us.

Mr. Urimeas. I have no further statement.

Mr. GonzArgz. If there is nothing else, we stand in recess until
tomorrow morning.

(Whereupon, at 11:20 a.m., the select committee recessed to re-
convene at 10 a.m., Thursday, August 20, 1970.)
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EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY

THURSDAY, AUGUST 20, 1970

U.S. SenaTE,
SerEct COMMITTEE ON
Equar Epvcarionat: OpPORTUNTIY,

Washington, D. C.

"The select committee met at 10:30 a.m., pursuant to recess, in
room 1318, New Senate Office Building, Senator Walter F. Mondale
(chairman of the select committee) presiding.

Present: Senators Yarborough, Mondale, and Javits.

Staff members present: Josué Gonzalez, director of special studies.

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. WALTER F. MONDALE, CHAIRMAN
OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON EQUAL EDUCATICNAL
OPPORTUNITY

Senator Monpare. The committee will come to order.

Senator Yarborough wanted very much to introduce the panel
this morning. Unfortunately, he is presiding in the Senate, but he
will be here at 11 o’clock, when his tour of duty over there ends.

We are pleased this morning to have as a panel of witnesses:
Mr. Marlo Obledo, director, Mexican American Legal Defense and
Education Fund, San Antonio, Tex.; Father Henry Casso, member
of the board, Mexican American Legal Defense and Education Fund,
Los Angeles, Calif.; Mr. Carlos Vela, attorney, former coordinator,
Texas State Office of Civil Rights, HEW Office, Corpus Christi,
Tex.; and Dr. Hector Garcia, a seasoned witness before us and other
committees, founder American GI Forum, former U.S. Ambassador
’tl(‘) the United Nations for Latin American Affairs, Corpus Christi,

ex.

STATEMENT OF MARIO 0BLEDO, DIRECTOR, MEXICAN AMERICAN
LEGAL DEFENSE AND EDUCATION FUND, SAN ANTONIO, TEX.

Senator MoxpaLE. Mr. Qbledo, would you proceed?

Mr. OpLEpo. Good morning, Senator; for purposes of the record,
I am Mario Obledo. I am the general counsel of the Mexican Ameri-
can Legal Defense and Education Fund, headquartered at present
in San Antonio, Tex.

(2517)
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MEXICAN AMERICAN LEGAL DEFENSE FUND

I might give some background on our organization. It is an
organization that was establizied to institute Tegnl proceedings in
behalf of Mexicuu American people, principally in the Southwestern
United States, in cases iuvolving constitutional issues. .

Primarily, we handle three types of cases. The first type is that
type of case which we consider precedent-making value, law reform,
so to spealk.

The second type case is the case that we call the class action case
of enforcing law already on the books and trying to seek a wide 1em-
edy for a great number of people. .

The third case is that type of case whereby we represent an in-
dividunal, and it is merely the type of case to insure faith in the legal
system.

yAs au example of the first case, I might cite one in Texas regard-
ing voting rights. The Texas statute provides, for instance, for aid
and assistance to handicapped and blind voters.

We are asking the court to declare that statute unconstitutional
because il prevents assistance to illiterates.

In Texas, and, of cowrse, in the Southwest, there are many illiterate
people, and a lot of them are Mexican Americans. That would be a
precedent making type case.

The second case, of course, are those cases that fall under title VII
of the Fqual Employment bpportunity Act. For instance, we have
filed a lawsuit against the General Telephone Co. in the southwest,
a,llegingmdiscriminatory hiring practices. We <ntered into a consent
decree. They agreed to hire Mexican Americans, something they had
not previsusly done.

The third type case that I might cite is a case involving alleged
; police brutality, where there is an individual and he loses faitl in
; the legal system because of what happened to him. We institute
those types of proceedings.

; So we have those cases that we handle. We have a staff of approx-
i imately six lawyers. We have a regional office in Los Angeles and
- we are opening an office in the city of San Francisco.

: Senator MonpaLe. You have six lawyers in the whole program?

; Mr. OsrLEpo. That is correct, sir.

Ser;ator Monpaze. Have you started any school discrimination
¥, casest

: Mr. OsLepo. We have quite a few that we are litigatiny at the
present time.

Senator MonpaLE, Were you involved in the Corpus Christi case?

Mr. OBrEDpo. No, I was not. I helieve the case was instituted before
our organization was founded. Mr. Chris Dixie, out of Houston, with
whom I communicated, is handling that litigation.

I have prepared a paper, Senator, which yesterday I handed to
the staff of your committee. I assu ae it is proper to introduce the
said instrument into the record.

T s

£ Senator Monpare. These are matters with which you are fully
familiar and we are not. So it is helpful, even though it may be
1§ repetitious for you, to read your statement.

r. OsrEpo. I wiil be glad to read it verbatim, Senator.

o '
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MEXTCAN AMERICAN ;| EDUCATIONAL PROBLEMS

T have labcled my presentation “A Question of Priorities—Policy
and Legal Cousideration—Equal Educational Opportunities for
Mexican Americans.” .

The cducational problems of the Mexican American have been
analyzed by competent educators and by leading agencies of tle
State and Federal Government (among them the Department of
Health, Education, anud Welfare, U.S. Commission on Civil Rights,
the respective State Advisory Committee to the Civil Rights Com-
mission) by the UCLA study project, by legislative bodles, by the
National Educaticn Association, by several private nonprofit organi-
zations working in the field of education and, of late, by Mexican
American scholars who are the best qualified and most competent
for the job at hand. .

This particular problem is a major part of the overall socioeco-
nomic plight of the Mex.can American in the Nation, and more
specifically in the Southwest. ‘ .

The studies are all readily available to this committee and I,
therefore, make no effort to introduce any portion of them into the
record.

Most of the problems have heretofore been isolated and solutions
to these problems are, of course, what this committee and this coun-
try must now discover.

SCHOOL AND SOCIAL POLICY

Many Mexican Americar. leaders have, until recenty, felt that a
proper formal education was the answer to the other problems which
confront the Mexican American.

But experience has shown that in :nany instances even an “edu-
cated” Mexican Amercian faces discriminatory barriers in endeavor-
ing to secure adequate housing for his family, business opportunities,
and professional employment.

We can see, therefore, that a good sducation does not necessarily
mean that a Mexican American will be on equal footing with an
Anglo counterpart.

Assuming, however, that a good education is the key to the “good
Jife” in America, then the Mexican American has been overlooked
by the locksmith.

The blame for this oversight or this outright discrimination can
be leveled on many agencies, institutions, and individuals. My mis-
sion, however, iz not to find fault in retrospect but to suggest posi-
tive legal remedies for the future.

Serving as a foundation for my presentation, I must, of necessity,
briefly state the following truism: the Mexican American has the
lowest. educational level than either black or Anglo; the highest
dropout rate; and the highes® illiteracy rate. These truths stand as
massive indictments against the present educational system.

As well, they are indictments ofp either negligent or intended homi-
cide against a minority group. In essence, what this system has done
is to smother the soul and spirit ¢f an entire people.



Need morn proof be presented than the fact that during the last
school year, there were only about 300 Mexican American students
enrolled at the University of Texas at Austin, out of a total student
enrollment of 35,000.

The same or greater imbalance exists at universities throughout. the
Southwest. The reasons have already been clarified. It is no ¢xagger-
ation to state that death might be preferred by some in lieu of the
life of peonage to which they have been relegated.

Mexican Americans have been shackled by the chains of ignorunce
and in consequence, poverty. The educational system in the South-
west_has created a regional Biafra in America with the attendant
problems of crime and disease.

We have in. America the largest public school system on earth, the
most expensive college buildings, the most extensive curriculmu. But
nowhere else is education so blind to its objectives, so indifferent to
any real goals as in America. One trouble has been its negative
character. The American educational system has aimed at the repres-
sion of faults rather than the creation of virtues.

LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

In the Southwest, in terms ¢f the Mexican American, it has abused
the tracking system, created and Eerpetuated segregation, suppressed
culture by invoking “no Spanish” rules, provided inferior physical
facilities, condoned practices by educators who ridiculed a person’s
ethnic origin, and by creating institutional attitudes throughout the
system that the Mexican American is an inferior individual.

Thus, one can readily say, without being controverted, that the
educational system has failed the Mexican American. The Mexican
American has not failed the educational system.

It is the educational system which needs to be changed and re-
1 structured rather than the Mexican American child. The school sys-
i tem 1s in urgent reed of reform lest it keep compounding the crime
of attempting to remold every brown child iato a cog for the white
; middle-c as];le% machine.

The educational system has failed misercbly in this attempt. Its
reaction is to punish the child by branding him a second-class citizen
- for life. Amazingly, until recently, this prevailing system has op-
g erated under a cloud of indifference from local, State, and Federal
Government. :

PUBLIC AND POLITICAL ATTITUDES

Senator Moxpare. We found that the best way to get television
cameras and reporters out of this room is to hold a hearing on. Mexi-
can American education. There doesn’t seem to be any interest. Yet,
this is the second largest iminority in America.

The figures you cite are undeniable. The Mexican American has
; broken several records with the help of the school system in the
! field of dropouts, of unemployment. All these patterns of discrimi-
¢ nation, plus cultural insensitivities and language problems, exist.
I despair. .

I don’t know how you get any attention paid to this problem.
I agree completely with what you have said. Maybe we can hear

ERIC

=

7]



;
i
|
i

2521
from Dr. Garcia. He has been trying to push this issue through to
the American people for years. . .

Dr. Cardenas testified yesteriay that the average 5-year-old in
the average school system in San Autonio, tested at the beginning of
ths Headstart program had an IQ of 70. ]

In other words, the burden of poverty and the rest have driven
that child to the point where he lost 20 or 25 points of IQ on the
sverage in just 3 or 4 years. .

This is an outrageous national tradgedy that is costing this coun-
try billions of dollars.

T would appreciate any ideas you have on how you can get any-
body’s attention.

Mr. Oprevo. I agree, Senator, that the Mexican American prob-
lem has not been given the attention it deserves. It is a tragedy on
the part of the Government——both the State and the Federal. It has
troubled me. .

How do you bring this to the attention of the American public?
Does it require some overt act of violence to bring it forth, or can
it,f blgfhg.ndled in a manner that is conducive with the American way
of life?

It troubles me greatly. Here are a people crying out for help. As
you mentioned, Dr. Garcia has been at the forefront of this for
many, many years, and yet, the cries are unheeded. They go by the
ersid . .

s T mention later in my report, it takes an individual just a
very limited time ‘o go over the Southwest and see for himself the
conditions that exist in that part of our Nation.

Senator Monnare. We had a team of doctors, from the Field
Foundation, sent into Hidalgo County, Tex. We received reports of
the most outrageous health problems. The average migrant lives 20
years less than most of us. Every child examimed had a serious
dental problem. Not a single one had ever seen a dentist. Some peo-
ple were close to death from problems that could be quickly and
easily cured.

Martin Carr, the great telecast director who did the documentary
on hunger and then the onc¢ on migrants, said that the few days in
McAllen were the most depressing, heart breaking thing he had
ever been through in his life. But that tragic information was re-
ceived with great equanimity in this country.

If anybody has any idea how we generate for this issue the na-
tional attention and the national response that it deserves, I would
be most grateful.

EDUCATION TOR STABLE INTEGRATION FEDERAL ROLE

Mr. OsrEpo. Shamefully enough, it has had both the explicit and
implicit approval of the educators themselves. Legal methods must
be found whereby the Mexican American child can be provided with
the optimum opportunities to achieve academically.

One cannot realistically expect local school boards to alter the
situation—to recommend progressive change. They mirror the-feel-
ings of the generally conservative society. The same can be said for
most of the State boards of education in the Southwest. Thus, the
duty to institute change falls squarely on the Federal Government.
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There is disagreemont as to the meaning of equal educational op-
portunity. Perhaps edacators should tell us what it is and how to
measure it. My own definition of the term is: the open opportumty
for each student, on an equal basis, to develop his mental capacity t~
its fullest.

LANGUAGE AND CULTURE: LEGAL REMEDIES

To this end the Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational
Fand has instituted lawsnits in each of the Southwestern States. We
have under assault tne educational financing scheme as a denial of
equal protection; the “no Spanish” rule as a denial of first and
fourteenth amendment rights; inferior physical facilities: inade-

guate tracher’s aidr; the tracking system; and the failure to provide:

compensatory education as a denlal of constitutionally protected
rights.
TRACKING

We are also litigating constitutionsl issues involved in placing
culturaily deprived and language deficient children in classes for
the mentally retarded.

DE FACTO SECREGATION

Finally, we have placed under judicial serutiny the very important
igsio of de facto segrogation. Though we are confident of proving
de jure segregation in some of our cases, a substantial numkber v:ill
4211 into the de facto segregation category.

As this committee knows full well, the constitutionality of this
issue has not been adjudicated by the U.S. Supreme Court. To a
school child, segregation is segregation, irrespective of how it is
labeled by the courts.

Senator Monpaie. If you investigate most of those so-called “de
facto” segregation communities, would you not find a lot of official
policies undergirding it?

Mr. OgLepo, Certainly. Y think one can tie this in and say it is the
iocal governments. We have enormous proof of that. In other words,
the neighborhoods didn’t come in of themselves. They were placed
thers by the real estate promoters and the people who were discrim-
inatory in practices. A

I do not intend to use this forura, however, to argue our cases.
St ce it to say, that they present for judicial consideration the edu-
cational problems of the Chicano of this Nation.

Within the last 6 months, the Federal 3overnment, through the
Departments of Justice, and Health, Education, and Welfare, has
expressed an interest in these problems.

JUSTICE DEPARTMENT AND MEXICAN AMERICAN DISCRIMINATION

The Department of Justice intervened in a case we have prnding
in Sonora, Tex., and only a few days ago they filed lawsuits in Texas
against several school districts, including some which allegedly
discriminate against the Mexican American.

We have filed a motion to intervene in the case againsi the Austin,
Tex., Independent School District on the premise that the Depart-
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ment of Justice will not adequately represent the interest of the
Chicano students.

Senator MonpaLe. Of those lawsuits and the number of school
districts involved, how many of them are being brought predomi-
nantly to correct 'iserimination affecting Mexican Aiericans?

Mr. Osrepo. If T am wrong, I know I will be corrected, but I don’t
believe any of them were Mexican Amevicar problems.

Mr. Veua. None of those suits are basically being brought to cor-
rect discrimination against Mexican Americans. They are all con-
cerned with eliminating the former dual system of Negro schools.

The Mexican American is just added to it as a result of the Cornus
Christi case.

Mr. OprEpo. We have also filed a brief in the Houston school case
which is now pending in the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals. asking
the court to remand the case back to the district court level for coun-
sideration of that which constitutes the problem. :

HHEW MEMORANDUM

The Departfnent of Health, Education, and Welfare issued on
May 25 a memorandum from J. Stanley Pottinger, chief, Office of
Civil Rights, to school districts with more than 5 percent national

‘origin—minority group children—placing on those districts an

affirmative duty to provide these childien with an equal educational
opportunity. 1t remains to be seen just what weight the courts will
give to this memorandum.
I will, however, commend the Health, Education, and Welfara
dOfﬁce of Civil Rights for its action. It is clearly a thrust in the right
irection.

EDUCATION FOR STABLE DESEGREGATION FEDERAL ROLE

The Chicano educational problems have previously been outlined.
Now what about the remedies? They fall into both moral and legal
categories. It is already well established that morality cannot be
legislated.

Despite this, statutory enactments can pave the way for uplifting
an educational system In need of change and direction. In this con-
nection, the following could be given consideration:

1. Providing financial assistance to families who cannot afford
to keep their childrer in school due to economic reasons or, in
the altermative, providing stipends to potential dropouts or
“push-outs.”

By “push-outs,” I mean those children who are being pushed out
of the educational system.

2. Providing direct financial inc¢entives to teachers with bi-
lingual abilities—and I might add, bicultural—willing to teach
in districts with a substantial number of minority group
children.

3. Providing educational grants to students desiring to under-
take graduate studies in any field since the Mexican :American
grogp has very few persons with degrees above the bachelor’s
evel.
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4. Providing additional funds to school districts who under-
take productive, imaginative, and dynamic academic programs
to aic? the socioeconomically and culturally deprived student.

5. The expansion of the Federal Teacher Corps, a counter-
part to the Peace Corps and VISTA, whose function would be
to utilize and train Mexican American teachers for use in school
districts nndertaking such projects as are mentioned above.

6. Providing expenses to disadvantaged families for the pur-
poses of moving out of school districts which continue to de-
prive students of equal educational opportunities so they can
relocate in school districts meeting their needs.

EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY : NATION AL PRIORITIES

Going back over these six recommendations, you notice they all
call for money expenditures, for funds, for additional moneys, per-
haps, and yet, I am sure that someone will say, “We are alreedy
overburdened with finances.”

Yet, as you well know, commitments of moneys ave being made
to efforts outside the educational field. I believe that these funds
could be diveried into the educational field to provide for programs
such as this.

As Senator Mansfield stated yesterday about the ABM’s and the
SSTs, it is best to provide for the ABC’s. I am in agreement with
that svatement.

We could curtail some of the foreign commitments and perhaps
Elese funds could be diverted to the programs I have recommended

ere.
COMPLIANCE

Statutory remedies against school districts who continune practices
of violating equal educational opportunities could be s follows:

1. The granting of funds to private nonprofit educational
organizations rather than to the State boards of education
or school districts so those groups could undertake the re-
sponsibility of providing equal educational opportunities.

2. Providing payment of legal fees for those persons being
deprived of equal educational opporturities so they may seck
legal redress in the courts.

3. Providing for punitive and exemplary damages against
school districts and school officials proven responsible for dis-
criminatory practices in contravention of constitutional rights.

4. Placing in Federal receivership those school districts which,
intentionally or otherwise, fail to provide equal educational
opportunities.

To facilitate the enforcement of these remedies, the Mexican
American should be classified as a class apart, as a significant iden-
tifiable group, as the brown in contrast to the black and the white.

Too often we have had integration plans submit‘ed to the De-
partment of Health, Education, and Welfare where the brown and
the black were “integrated” for purposes of compliance. This, in
my opinion, contravenes the intent of the law.

The chicano population, as stated at the outset, is in worse pos-
ture, educationally speaking, than any other sizable group, save,
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perhaps, the Indian, which doesn’t measure in size to the Mexican
American,

In other areas of concern, it is equally as disadvantaged. One
need only casually tour the Southwest to verify visually what has
been stated by me orally.

It is on the sound education of the people that the security and
destiny of every nation chiefly rest. The firm foundations of govern-
ment are laid in knowledge, not ignorance.

We have within the confines of our country a vast pocket of
Mexican American citizens, a significant identifiable class, caught
in a web of hopelessness woven by the archaic educational svstem
now in operation.

To untangle such conditions and free the aspirations of a people
desiring first-class citizenship should be a task of first priority.

Senator, under the Civil Rights Act, if I am correct, for purposes
of the act, de facto segregation and racial imbalance is not con-
sidered. This is ‘where the muin problem of the Mexican American
lies.

‘We have schools that are virtually all Mexican American. Schocls
now with the plans that have been submitted to Justice and HEW
where the black and the brown have been combined, have the same
problems, of home and environmental problems.

Those are the things that are going to have to be solved by this
Nation upon recommendations by this committee to the Congress.

I think that one of the recommendations that I have made here—
and I don’t think it would be out of order—is when a school district
fails to comply and fails to grant individuals equal educational
opportunities—and I mean meaningful educational opportunities—
then they ought to be placed in receivership and have the Federal
Govermaent go in and take over a school district and say, “Gentle-
men, we are going to run this school system as it ought to be run, to
provide these people the opportunity to compete, if they wish to
compete, but at least give them the opportunity to do so.”

SCHOOLS AND SOCIAL POLICY

We have the other attending problems, as the Senator knows, of
housing, health, and so {orth. ’I%ey all tie in. It is a vicious cycle
of where do you start, where do you break this chain,

I think education, perhaps, would be a proper starting place
to try to correct the other problems that we have.

I might state, Senator, that in my experience and in my opinion,
the problems of the Mexican American of this Nation are greater
than the problems of the black, and the problems of any other
group.

1 cll)on’t know what it is going to take to bring it to the forefront.
The Legal Defense Fund is litigating in the courts. Other groups
are performing their own tasks. All, I suppose, of what has besn
called by so-called responsible leaders, in a com:nendable fashion.

But the people are tired of the commendable fashion that we
have been operating under. It is going to be to responsible persons
in the Congress, and more in the Federal agencies, than anywhere
else, to try to remedy these situations.
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I would be glad to elaborate on any of the recommendations that
I have made, or to discuss with this comnittee any of the law-
suits which we have filed.

I might bring to the attention of this con.mittee that it was
really the Mexican American that brought the issue of desegregation
to the forefront back in 1948 and 1946, in 1949 and 1951, when
the Mexican American litigated the issue of segregation. '

On those cases rests Brown v. the Board of Education. We had
those problems in the Southwest, Of course, we contend we still have
theni, and we intend to prove that those issues are still prevalent in
the Southwest.

Senator MoxparLE. Thank you very much for an excellent state-
ment. I am &Teatly imepressed by what this new generation of young
lawyers is doing for the system of law in this country and for
society.

Yog are pioneering work with enormous potential. We see similar
efforts from the NAACP Legal Defense fund, tlie League Service
Program, where the lawyers are given the freedom to bring the

inds of lawsuits that should be brought, from the Ralph Naders
and the rest. These citizens are making the Constitutien and the
systern of laws begin to work for justice and for society. However,
we have a long way to go.

I will just ask one question now because we want to hear from
the full panel and then question you all. ,

NIXON BILL: LAWYERS FUND

The President has proposed that we spend $1.5 billion through
the Emergency School Assistance Act to achieve successful de-
gegregation in our country as he defines it.

There have been proposals that a proportion of those funds, say
$100 million or $200 mallion, be set aside to be paid possibly under
court supervision to plaintiffs for legal fees and costs incurred in
successful desegregation lawsuits on the theory that the Justice
Department certainly is undermanxned, if not, as some uncharitably
suggest, somewhat short of will,

In any event, little is being done to protect the cherished Con-
stitutional right to an equal education for whatever reason, and
certainly just as the local school district hires a lawyer at public
expense to resist desegregation, those who assert their Constitutional
rights should be able to collect reasonable fees and costs if they are
successful in a lawsuit. :

Does that approach make sense to you?

Mr. Osnrepo. Yes, sir, very much so. Some of the school boards
are concerned about having to pay the legal expenses involved in
these lawsuits. Others, of course, take the attitude of rather than
paying legal costs, complying with the law.

I would be in favor of providing moneys to the successful litigants
in these segregation lawsuits, and to successful litigants that are
being deprived of equal education opportunities.

Senator Moxpare. Would that be of help to your organization
in spreading your limited funds?

Mr. Osrevo. It would be of tremendous help.
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Senator Moxpare. I think there has been a good respouse to that
suggestion. Some of these lawsuits, as you know, are dreadfully
expensive. If you could just recoup your reasonable legal fees, for
a small amount of seed money, you could generate more of the
kinds of lawsuits that need to be brought.

Since the fecs would only be paid at the conclusion of a successful
lawenit, it couldn’t be charged that this policy would gererate
frivolous lawsuits.

Mr. Onrevo. Those expenses run very high. We have approxi-
mately 150 cases pending now in the different arveas of education,
employment, heusing, things of the sort. We have to keep close
watch on every penny we spend.

Senator Moxpare. In title VII cases, equal employment cases, you
can recover reasonable fees and that makes a considerable difference,
dees it not?

Mr. OsrEpo. It certainly does. It makes it also attractive to the
private practitioner to file those lawsuits because of the provision
in the law that allows for attorney’s fees in the case of the plaintiff
being succes:ful in the lawsuit.

I might add at this juncture, Senator, on my recommendations,
where 1 call for these expenditures, the entire answer, of course,
is not going to be money, eventnally, and violence. It is going to
depenid on the morality of man. You can spend this money but if the
person at the local level administering these programs does not
have the attitude of doing justice to mankind, then the money,
of course, is only part of the remedy.

"Senator Monpare. Our nexi witness is Father Henry Casso, Di-
rsctor of Development and Iducation, Department of the Mexican
American Legal Defense and Education Fund.

Father, we are delighted to have you with us.

STATEMENT OF FATHER HENRY J. CASSO, DIRECTOR, DEVELOP-
MENT AND EDUCATION DEPARTMENT, MEXICAN AMERICAN
LEGAL DEFENSE AND EDUCATION FUND, LOS ANGELES OFFICE

TFather Casso. Senator Mondale, may I take advantage of these
first moments to express my personal admiration and appreciation
for the vision and foresight shown by this committee in providing
time that Mexican Americans representatives have the opportunity
to share the tragedies, the happenings, the hopes and dreams of a
great people in whose hands, it is my o]%inion, lies much of the
tomorrow for this country of ours, especially as increased dealings
with the 260 million people in the 26 countries to the south becomes
more a political and economic necessity. .

I think it is very interesting, if I might digress, to note that our
President is visiting Mexico for the next 2 days.

In 1968, a new phenomenon emerged for tiie first time among
the Mexican Americans in this country.

What I would like to do in this presentation is to show you
what is happening with the youag through the walkouts that heve
happened around the country by the Mexican American students,
zeroing in first and foremost on the secondary level, and then to
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try to show what were some of the major issues they were talking
about, and then to see what is happening n Court cases from the
fund and to make recommendations.

MEXICAN AMERICANS: ATTTIUDES AND ASPIRATIONS

This phenomenon came in the form of a spontaneous cry for equal
education opportunities by the Mexican American high school stu-
dents. This was a cry for quality education so that any Mexican
American can choose to be what he or she desires—the promise of
America.

It wes not surprising that this cry came from the young them-
selves—the Mexican American youth. While the older follx were
still debating on what to call themselves, the young were unwilling
to see the patrimony of illiteracy, degradation, dropouts, and kick-
outs continue.

They called themselves chicanos, they raised their heads and for
once, no longer dropping out of the halls of learning, as so many
tefore them, en masse, walked out of their schools and challenged
American society, the American education systemn te an accounting-
accountability.

Some of our young saw themselves kicked out of school and
because of educational deficiency, unable to pass examinations, were
refused entrance into the Armed Forces to serve their country:
others drafted in disproportionate numbers, killed and multilated
in Korean and Vietnam far beyond their naticnal representation;
others, if lucky to get through high school, ssw the cream of the
crop, the valedictorian, the saluditorian, flunk out of college.

In the case of the Mexican American young students in vocational
educational, too often they stood naked in industrial life with tools
and skills no longer marketable. Our young began to see, to under-
stand something that has been suspected for a long time, our
young chicano first-graders herded indiscriminately into the drsary
halls of mentally retarded classes.

Gentlemen, it was no wonder that it was the young who raised
tﬁis cry, much to the consternation of the generations ahead of
them.

Any one of us who view the tomorrow of our people, must realize
that over 50 percent of the Mexican Asnericans are below 18 years
of age. In a word, gentlemen, we have not yet seen our tomorrow.

I am proud of our young, that they ref}:lse, and rightfully so,
to stand mute.

This country’s institutions, educators, businessmen, government
and churches, too long have stood mute during this national trag-
edy—this tragic waste of human resources, but our young raised
their voices and we can’t really blame them.

Senator Mondale, how long would you and I continue to do busi-
ness with a lawyer who lost eight out of 10 cases; a doctor who
lost eight of every 10 of his patients?

Being a religionist, what would my Bishop do if I lost eight
out_of 10 parishioners?

Yet, the institr‘ions, including government. has remained mute
as they saw eight out of every 10 Mexican American children drop-
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out, kicked out and pushed out of the educational institutions of
this country. No one has asked an accounting for the vast sums
of public money that have been wasted. But the young are demand-
ing an accounting and I stand with them.

MEXICAN AMERICAN STUDENT WALEKOUT

‘What were the students saying? ~

The students walkout were not confined to any one area. the
Mexican American young in Los Angeles, Calif.; San Antonio, Tex.;
Sierra Blanca, Tex.; Chicago, Ill.; Albuquerque, N. Mex.; él'ystal
Clity, Tex.; Denver, Colo.; Abilene, Tex.; but to name a few of the

aces.

P Our young Mexican American students, notwithstanding, the great
human’ sufferings, the jailings, the clubbings by police, the abuses
by Texas Rangers, stood tall and continued to demand what this
Nation says they have a right to seek.

What they demanded and how it was said varied from one area
to the next, but the central theme and the demar.ds were the same:
“We want an education to prepare us to equaliy compete in the
arena of American economic life” “We refuse to be relegated to
the degradation and to the dadend life like so many of our par~nts,
We want a part of that dream America says is ours, and for which
many of our brethers have died on the battlefields for this country.”

MEXICAN AMERICAN STUDENT DEI&_IANDS

More specifically, the students demanded counsellors who are em-
pathetic, understanding and interested, not disciplinarians. Counsel-
ors who would provide information for academic courses. Counsel-
ors to provide a choice for the students who might want to enter
higher learning, should they wish. Counselors who would advise
how and why college examinations came up. Counselors who would
help to secure knowledge of college grants or Federal grant
programs. They demanded counselors—sufficient to take care of all
the students.

They wanted % choice of academic courses to prepare themselves
for college entrance instead of constant remedial courses.

They demanded that vocational courses be updated in order to
develop marketable skills. They resented as a case in point, learning
printing on printing presses no longer in use.

They demanded l\%exican American principals and teachers. They
clamored to see themiselves in this institution which shaped their
minds and their souls.

They demanded that facilities be improved, bé brought up-to-date.
The Mexican American young were tired of second-rate, rundown
facilities.

They demanded the right to speak Spanish on the grounds of the
schools anc not be physically pnnished, as repeatedly was the case.

In a word, they demanded that the United States and their
schools respect the Treaty of Guadalupe made between the United
States and Mexico.

They demanded bilingual and bicultural educational programs
so that they could be adequately prepared for a pluralistic society
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which America professed to be. If thev so choose, they wanted to
function in two languages.

They demanded that teachers in the Mexican American schools
be prepared to teach Mexican Americans. That they be sensitive
and knowledgeable to the cultural needs of the Mexican American
students.

They demanded to see themselves in history, especially the history
of the Southwest, the contributions of those who had gone before
them. They demanded that American history be placed in its true
perspective.

They demanded that the institution ef the schools be more sensi-
tive, to a very sensitive people, that it becorne mor: human. They
demanded to be treated like human beings.

MEXICAN AMERICAN ! EDUCATION AND DISCRIMINATION

Senator Mondale, the Mexican Awmnerican did not have elementary
and secondary schools and even colleges built for them by the
TFederal Government. He has al@ays had to compete in an institution
that was not geared to deal with him, that, really, in many in-
stan.es did not want him, that viewed him only as a laborer and
which was intentionally or unintentionally trying to shut him out.

How else do we explain the loss of eight out of every 10 students?

A few years ago, Mr. Armmando Rodriguez, Chief of the Mexican
American Affairs Unit of the Office of Education, was asked to be
part of a team looking at students’ unrest of this country. One of
his conclusions of his tour over the country was: “Tublic education
has been an exclusive institvt.on and now is trying to become in-
clusive.” The Mexican American community is well realizing this
noW.

As was mentioned above, it was the students who raised the first
serious challenge to American public education as it related to the
Mexican American siudent.

During this challenge, aided by the Mexican American Legal
Defense and Educational Fund’s litigation, some major points were
observed.

TRACKING

- In the San Francisco, Calif.; Sauta Ana, Calif.; and San Diego,
Calif. lawsuits, sufficient documentation has been gathered to show
that Mexican American children have been placed in mentally re-
tarded classes in large numbers.

Some were placed in these classes as the answer to the inability
or unwillingness of school administrations to cope with ihe reality
that some children in America come to schoo{) with a language
of the home different from that of the school; others were placed in
these mentally retarded classes through the use of instruments of
measurement, that is, the IQ tests which were not geared for,
nor intended to be used for the bilingually, bicultumltiy differen-
tiated child, in our case the Mexican American. Evidence has been
had where school income for a child in mentally retarded classes
is considerably higher than for a child in an ordinary class. This
raises the question as to the motives why children in these situations
were placed in those classes. ,
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DISCIPLINE ! RULES STRUCTURE

In the Flsa-Edeouch case, in Texas, it was observed how school
administrations were indiscriminately using suspension and expul-
sions on the youth who challenged the administration’s failure to
provide quality education.

SCHOOL RESOURCES: TEACIHUIR QUALITY

In the Los Angeles, Sal Castro case, we saw an effort to accuse
this teacher, who assisted the Mexican American students’ challenge
for quality education, with a seldom used law: “conspiracy vo
commit a misdemeanor is a felony.”

In San Antonio, Tex., it was shown that the Mexican American
schools, those predominantly in the area of high concentration of
Mexican American, for example, Lanier High School, the caliber and
range of educational instruction was ma.rEedly different from that
of the Anglo area of town.

In San Antonio, Kelly Air Force Base, the Air Base in Del Rio,
we even saw where the air bases bus their children away from the
school district where a large concentration of Mexican American
students lived. Here is puﬁlic evidence that one school is better
than the other; the Air Force is party to this kind of action—
government, herself, remains mute.

In the Sonora, Tex. case, the first time the Federal Government,
through the Justice Department, has ever entered into a lawsuit
for Mexican American ed ucation, seemingly different standards were
applied to the Mexican American educational segregation. problems.

MEXICAN AMERICANS: i"TiIGHER EDUCATION AND FEDERAL AID

I would like to inject here one final example of the dilemmas in
which our young Mexican American students find themselves.

At the University of Colorado, in Boulder, the Mexican American
college students helped increase the Mexican American college stu-
dents’ participation on that campns from 35 students 214 years ago
to 350 today, with a goal of 800 this coming September.! '

Much of the funds for this, I understand, are Federal Education
Opportunity grants. This program has received acciaim and com-
mendation from the president of the university.

However, the students, within the last few months, had to march
and picket the officials of this university in order to maintain this
fine program at its present strength.

It seems quite incongruous that the students must march and
picket for.a program that is not only needed, but has been successful,
and has received public commendation by the president of the same
university. Another dilemma for the Mexican Americans.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Senator Mondale, I offer these next points as recommendations:
1. Help implement, thrcugh appropriate funding, “the recom-
mendations in the report by the National Advisory Committee

1 See Father Casso's prepared statement, . 2547.
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on Mexican American cducation—1968—1U.S. Office of Educa-
tion” . . . “The Mexican American Quest For Equality.” 2

Senator Monpare. I want those recommendations included at the
conclusion of your remarks in the record so we will have them all in
one spot.

Father Casso. Very well. '

It is called “The Mexican American Quest For Equality.” Some
25,000 of these were printed. It is one of the highest printed docu-
ments which have been printed in tte 1.S. Office of Education.

I would like to rccommend that the select commiitee use some
of its resources in getting this document out. I understand the
plates still exist, and we need this document as a tool, especially to
convince the parents of our young that what they ask is not too
far-fetched. o

2. Help secure adequate fundings to guarantee the publication of
the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights major study of the Mexican
Americans in the 540 school districts of the Southwest. This data
is invaluable in proving the points of our chicano students.

As a matier of fact, it will prove the point of Mr. Mario Obledo,
the high percentage of the school districts where you have 50 per-
cent Mexican Americans concentration in school districts throughout
this country.

NIXON BILL

3. In the Senate bill on desegregation, S. 3883, make sure that
the Mexican Americans and Spanish-speaking are contained and
referred to in your legal terminology.

We have found from our experience that it is aifficult to get
included in these laws when we are not referred to legally through
your terminology.

Senator Monpate. If you would yield there, as you know, it is
questionable whether that terminology refers to Mexican Americans.
I think it was intended to do wo.

Father Casso. I have studied it quite well.

Senator MoxpaLe. The language is vague. While at one point they
refer to Mexican Americans in the definition, they talk about racial
minorities and not ethnic minorities in other sections. They should
use both terms.

Secondly, it seems to me that some effort should be made to assure
that a fair ratio of these funds are allocated to each of the minorities
for the purpose of successful desegregation.

EFFECTS OF SEGREGATION : MEXICAN AMERICANS

Father Casso. Senator, this is the precise reason why we need
that Civil Rights Study. We want to show that, in effect, we can,
by law, be applied here because of discrimination.

Senator Monpare. There is no question but that your point is
absolutely well take::. Discrimination against the Mexican Americans
is as great as that against any-other minority, and the number of
concentrated school districts which are all Mexican American or
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cverwhelmingly so is as great as with any other minority. You
suffer as much as _any others from segregation and diserimination.

Father Casso. I think the Civil Rights Study will show that
segregation is as serious and as damaging to the Mexican American
as any other group.

4. Build into your appropriations funding for those organizations
that stand ready to chaﬂenge school districts not providing quality
education for the Mexican American young or those who are abusing
their authority, for example. the funding of the La Raza National
Law Students Association Centros Legales or the Mexican American
Legal Defense and Education Fund—which stands ready to take
these cases.

Senator MoxpaLe. There is a program which OEO funds, called
the Committee on Legal Opportunity. It is a very modest program,
in which funds are set aside in the form of grants and student
assistance to encourage minority students to go on to law school,
which I believe is very important.

Do any of you happen to know whether much of this money is
being used for the purpose of financing Mexican American law
students ?

Father Casso. The Legal Defense Fund has been working with
CLEO, and we do have some Mexican Americans in the program.
I would like to say we would like to get more, a proportionately
higher representation in CLEO.

MEXICAN AMERICAN DISCRIMINATION : LEGAL ISSUES

Mr. Osrepo. I might add this, Mr. Senator, that, as everyone
knows full well, and the documentary evidence is available, that all
of the Federal programs having to do with civil rights and the pov-
erty programs have been black and white oriented.

The Mexican American was lost because we are part of the white
race, so to speak. That is why I think it is very important, ag the

“Father has pointed out, and which is in one of my recommendations,

that the brown be classified as a class apart, so that we also can be
considered.
MEXICAN AMERICAN DISCRIMINATION

Sometimes, it is my opinion, perhaps one of the things that should
have happened to the Mexican American was to have had separate
schools because we were competing with the Anglo in an Anglo
school and dropping out.

Consequently, we were never able to develop the lawyers, the doc-
tors and the teachers which the black was able to do, of necessity.
Thei needed black teachers to teach in black schools. They needed
black doctors from black medical schools, and so forth.,

But at the same time, the Mexican American, or the brown, was
being annihilated We were never able to do that. We have about
600 fawyers in the entire United States that are Mexican American.

I venture to say we have even less doctors, unless you were to
count the doctors that come in from Mexico that have been licensed
to practice in the United States under a special provision that existed
some years ago. So we have been virtually murdered.
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That is why when it comes to.terms of disadvantaged minority
groups, I say, and I say it very stronglv, that the brown is the most
aisadvantaged of any group in this country, of any sizable conse-
quence.

The problems will have to be attacked and bronght to the attention
of the American public. That is the real question that is the bother-
some thing.

There is the challenge to the Mexican American leadership and
to the leaders in the Congress.

Senator Yareorovex. May I make a comment there?

Mr. Chairman, from my experience, having been reared in Texas
and having lived there all my life, I want to associate myself with
the statements just made about the browns, the chicanos, the Mexi-
can Americans, being the most disadvantaged of all people in the
Southwest.

LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

The average Anglo white, 25 years of age and above, has 12 years
of school, the average black nearly 9 years of school, and the aver-
age chicano, 6.7 years. That 6.7 years isn’t really 6.7 years because
most of them came from a home where only Spanish was spoken
and went to schoois where legally only English could be spoken,
and was spoken. So they dropped out, as the school principals have
been telling us over and over, they are pushed out illiterate in both
languages.

The language barrier is the big barrier for people of Mexican
American extraction, plus the fact that geographically they live in
the southern part of the State, a place where it is difficult to raise a
living from the land.

I grew up in the eastern part of Texas with over 40 inches of
rainfall. There wasn't a need for even a lazy man to go hungry in
those days if he just threw sweetpotato slips, corn, and peanuts into
the ground, it would grow. - .

But it is not true of the southwestern part. The land, uniess it is
irrigated, will not produce. The people have to have jobs to earn a
living. It takes education to earn. ,

‘7 v - DBILINGUAL ERUCATION ..
: -

I introduced a bilingual education bill in the Senate in January
of 1967. To my amazement, that was the first bilingual education
bill ever introduced in the bongress.

‘When we introduce a bill, we might think it is something new but
we find somebody else introduced it years ago. Sam Houston intro-
duced a bill to create a balloon mail in the 1850%, before airplanes.

We passed this bill, but the Office of Education fought it and the
administration fought it. We had to pass that over the objections of
the executive department. They have held down the funding all the
time. '

We get the funding in the Appropriations Committee, and by be-
ing on the Appropriations Committee and fighting for it hard, and

iving somebody else a lot of something for a little of this, we

nally got the funding up last year to $21.250,000. This year we
got it up to $25 million.
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That is one of the things the President vetoed in the educational
bill. We passed it over the veto because this was above the Presi-
dent’s bugget. .

But in our authorization bill, this year we have authorized now
$80 million a year. It is not enough, but $80 million is getting
towards a realistic figure.

But that is the difference between the promise and the perform-
ance, what you have just been talking about. ]

I have been reading this brochure. You are right about this. We
need this bilingual education to give the opportunity for these
youngsters to be literate in both languages. They would then have
great opportunities. .

One of the scarcest employable persons you can find in San An-
tonio today is a young lady who is bilingual, a bilingual secretary.
Very often you can hire a Mexican American young lady, a chicano,
who is a very fine secretary in English. But she can’t translate Span-
ish into English. She can understand the spoken Spanish, but she is
not literate in_Spanish.

I have had Spanish-speaking people on my staff since I first came
to the Senate. There have been times when I have had to send to
the Library of Congress the letters I get which are written in Span-
ish in order to get correct translations.

People just need more education to take advantage of the oppor-
tunities. :

I was talking to the dean of one of the law schools in Texas and
I asked him about his chicano students. He said, “Well, the average

rades of the average chicano in law school are about the middle or
the bottom half of the class. But, in my opinion, they are so bright,
if they understood English as well, they would average in the middle
of the top half of the class.”

That is really good, to average in the middle of the bottom half
despite a failure to understand a bunch of the English words.

ith adequate education the average chicano in law school in
Texas would be about the middle of the upper half, the average.
Of course, you would have some top honor %'mduabes, too.

It is a great tribute to the innate intelligence of a people, I.

thought; one of the greatest.

. What we need, Mr. Chairman, are educational opportunities so
that this country &an"get the benefit of the intelligence vt these gifted
people. This bilingual education isn’t enough. We have had to Seht
the administration of both parties, They didn’t think of it first. They
had a little program for $1 million or $2 million for experimental
schools. It is like an old religious song I used to hear as a boy,
“mercy drops round us are falling, but for the showers we plead.”

It is_time for the showers of this bilingual education fo be in
every city, instead of a little experimental and a little mercy. This is
long overdue.

I am commenting fairly well at length, Mr. Chairman. Unfor-
tunately, T had to pregide for an hour in the Senate and also the
Appropriations Committee is meeting. I am on that committee.

There are some items in this bill that pertain to the protection of
the Rio Gi:.nde floods and hurricane-Beulah. I am trying to hold
that money in the appropriations so I must }save to go over there,
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I want to say to my fellow Texans, here is one place where we
are missing out a lot on. Well, we do have one Californian here but
we will adopt you as a Texan.

MEXICAN AMERICANS AND GI BILL

There is one piece of legislation that has opened great opportuni-
ties for the chicanos or Mexican Americans. That is the cold war GI
bill. T am hoping that every organization dealing with the Spanish-
speaking, or the xépa.nish, as they are called in New Mexico, Mexican

mericans, or even the Indians, should stress this cold war GI hll.

We have had over 7 million veterans discharged who are eligible
to go to school, and only about 1.5 million have gone.

After World War II, with 16 million veterans, half of them went
to school under the GI bill. We are losing out. One reason_we are
losing out is it took 8 years to get it passed, from the time I intro-
duced the first one in 1958. We passed it thrcugh the Senate in 1959.
Three administrations fought it. Both politicaf parties and all three
Presidents fought it until we finally 1n the Congress defeated the
executive de{)artment. They fought 1t because the Defense Depart-
ment was telling them to fight 1t.

Anybody who entered service on or after February 1, 1955—not
1965-—who served over 6 months and was honorably discharged, is
eligible to go to school under that bill, and he should go, or she, if
she is a former Wave, Wac or lady Marine.

They shouldn’t miss out on going to school under that bill, whether
they finished grade school or whether they dropped out of the fifth
grade. In the Army they have learned enough English to get a
certificate of equality or a certificate of competence that they have
finished the grade schools.

Now we have something under this GI bill that we didn’t have
wnder the GI bills of World War IT and the Korean conflict. I came
back and got it amended in 1967 and 1968, and tried to in 1969, but
I didn’t get that amendment through until March 27 of this year.

But in the 1966 bill, with these three successive amendments, we
now have the best GI bill in history. In the first place, you can get
the certificate of equivalency, that he has the equivalent of grade
schoo] education, and then he can go to high school. When he goes
to hl%h school, some may think, “Well, I have 4 years of high school
and I have just been in the service 6 months. You get 114 months’
school for 1-year service. That would mean 1 year of high school and
wouldn’t mean a.nythin%l.”

But here is where we have the best GI bill we ever had. The Gov-
ernment pays for goin%to school, 8 or 4 years of high school, how-
ever long it takes, and he doesn’t use up his 9 months until after he
has finished high school and goes to the college level.

This information hasn’t been gotten out to people. I have had
service officers from Texas, veteran service officers, call me from
counties and say, “Senator, they tell us that the veterans can’t go to
school unless they served in Vietnam.”

That is an utter falsehood. The veteran could have served his
whole time at Fort Sam Houston, in San Antonio, and have lived
one block from Fort Sam Houston. The soldier, marine, or sailor
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doesn’t determine where he goes. He is ordered there. He is entitled
to the schooling regardless. There is no difference in months. Serving
in Vietnam or serving in the States, it is exactly the same on the
educational benefits.

Coming from the eastern part of the State where we have the
Anglos and blacks, with no Mexican Americans. I got acquainted
with Mexican Americans in the armed services, in the 97th Infantry
Division. Many of the Mexican-Americans who were discharged
from the Army we know them in south Texas as ({)romment law-
yers, who got to be lawyers by going to school under the GI bill.

We are missing great opportunities among the economically dis-
advantaged in this country now by failing to take advantage of that
bill.

In our State of Texas, 14.8 percent of the people under the last
census have Spanish surnames, but of those killed in action in Viet-
nam from Texas, 23.4 percent have Spanish surnames. So we have
nearly 10 percent more people with Spanish surnames being killed
out of the total number serving from Texas than there are people
with these surnames in my State.

The VA is not out recruiting these people as they were after
World War IT and the Korean conflict. They have been told to hold
the costs down. They put them off. They claim their applications
aren’t in order. You need the organizations to talk to these people
and encourage them. Don’t let the Veterans’ Administration dis-
courage them from going to school. They are entitled to go to grade
school, but they don’t have to. They can get a certificate of equiv-
alency, that they have learned enough and hayve the equivalent of a
grade school education. Then they can go to high school for 4 years,
graduate from high school, and then they begin to get a month and
a holf of school for each month they were in service.

They don’t have to go to a conventional college. They can take
on-the-job training, flight training, on-the-job training in a factory,
store, or business. They can go to a technical school, a trade school,
a vocational school, a business college. Business colleges don’t just
have secretarial courses. They have many courses for men and women
in business. They can go to all of these schools.

This is one of the greatest educational opportunities in the coun-
try being missed by young adults. It is a readjustment assistance
to let them readjust to civilian life.

Here is one opportunity that many of our Mexican American
citizens are missing simply because the VA hasn’t had the dedica-
tion to make this opportunity more accessible. They are told not to,
that it will cost money in the budget.

I think that anything spent on education is helpful to the budget. -

I don’t think education is inflationary. War is inflationary. Educa-
tion isn’t inflationary.

When you have a man going to school, he is not spending a lot of
money for boats, fishing tackle, automobiles. He is having a tough
time to get by on limited money. He is out of the inflationary seg-
ment. The educated person is anti-inflation. '

“This vetoing an educational bill and calling it inflationary is mis-
placed economics. It is just not economics.
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I regret that I can’t stay here and hear all of your statements, but
I might say we have some money for Texas in this appropriation
bill, along the Rio Grande, to save people’s homes, to put up luvees
as a result of the experience from the hurricane Beulah. It is to
save the homes from being ruined again.

That is the only reason, Mr. Chairman, that I have taken the lib-
erty of speaking this long at this point, because I am forced to leave
again,

“Mr. Osrevo. I agree with you, Senator, on the GI bill, but you
have to remember, ESena.icor, that in order to be eligible for the bill,
for training in college, you needed # high school education and we
weren’t getting the high school graduates, Mexican Americans.

We are not getting the high school graduates to go to college. A
lot of times, as the Senator knows, we were directed into vocational
schools. Having finished vocational schools, you came to find out
you didn’t have the college credits and there you were stuck.

That is why a lot of the Mexican American students were never
able to take advantage of the GI bill.

Senator Yarborough. That is why we put that in there this time,
that you are entitled, and the Government will pay you to go to high
school for 4 years, to make it possible, to make this the best GI il
for the Mexican American in history.

That is why I am pointing it out. The Veterans’ Administration
is not going on the radio with spots as they were after World War
IT and after the Xorean conflict to tell about this. They are not edu-
cating people. We need to educate our people and let them get the
advantage of this training. :

The Certificate of Equivalency will save them having to go
through grade school. Many can get a Certificate of Equivalency
showing they have the learning, knowledge, and equipment of a
high school education, and won’t have to sit in high school for 4
years,

I have seen corporals and sergeants who have high proficiency
and they can get the Certificates of Equivalency. But there are other
avenues. It isn’t just vocational education alona.

They can get the high school education without nsing their en-
titlements. Of course, the maximum is 86 months of school, and 4
years of college. But they don’t have to use up any of that Certifi-
cate of Equivalency on high school. They can get that free.

Another provision we have in there is this: In the past, ex-service-
men got higher allowances if married and an additional allowance
for one child. _ .

Now, we have that additional allowance for every child. If he
comes out a sergeant with 20 years’ service and has eight children,
he gets an additional allowance for every child. He can make it, and
he ought to go to school.

In the past, if they reenlisted under the previous GI bills, they

were cut off. Now the reenlistment will not cut him off. That is very

important.

‘We have a bill here to protect servicemen against all those things
that cut him off before and didn’t let him get the education. But it
is not known to the people. They are not being told, urged. and
motivated enough. ‘ ‘
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The discouraging factor is that the VA helds up their certificate
for a permission to go to school until the next year thinking maybe
they will get discouraged and quit, and the VA will not be out that
money.

W]fat you have to do is hold the VA’s feet to the fire and let these
men go to school. It will take organization and effort to do it. I just
want to point that out.

BILINGUAL EDUCATION

On semantics, I want to mention this: When we were debating the
bilingual education bill, some of the people testifying spoke about &
second language and threw us off the track because some of the
Senators did not understand.

The semantics I adopted were the mother tongue and the national
language. It kept some roadblocks from being thrown up in the way
of what we were trying to accomplish to help make these bright
youngsters live with two languages, giving them greater oppor-
tunities.

. Mray Iileople, even educational psychologists, said that if a child

! was taught two languages, it stimulated the mind. There was a

v greater development.

People, perhaps on the eastern seaboard and in New York, can
afford to send their childven to private schools, where they are
taught the second language.
enator Monpate. Did you know that the biggest grant in bi-

lingual education has been awarded to Dade County? The National
Research Center will be located there.

Senator YareoroucH. I don’t see how this administraticn got by
without giving it to California, but I guess that is what that Bis-
cayne Bay must do.

Forty percent of all the Mexicar Americans live in the Southwest.
If they don’ want to educate them in California and Texas—we
have 80 percent of ail the Chicanos in the United States in Texas
and California, and most of those are in between, in New Mexico,
Colorado, and Arizona. But they took it to Miami?

Father Casso. That was much of the discussion of yesterday’s
presentation. Since I have followed much of your efforts and ad-

- mired your efforts in pushing bilingual education through, I think
it would be very, very important that both you and Senator Mon-
dale look into some of the decisions that are being made.

. If they keep making the decisions that are being made in Title
VII of the Bilingual Act, I can see nothing but the demise of bi-
lingual education.

enator YArBORoUGH. You can see nothing but what?

Father Casso. But the demise. I think it will die. If it dies, you
know as well as I do, that it took 150 years to get there, and it will
take another 100 years to get back to it.

Senator Yareoroues. I wili not be here next year, but I am -en-
couraged that people like Senator Mondale, and the Senators who
have come here since I got here 13 years ago, such as Cranston, of
California, will not let it die. ‘

Of course, the Office of Education has never been interested in
bilingual education.
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The distinguished Senator from New York has just come 1In,
Senator Javits. We had hearings on the bilingual education bill be-
fore we got it passed, holding ﬁearings in Texas, California, Wash-
in%ton, and New York. ] .

n New York, Senator Javits participated in the hearing and
supported the bill. .

Ve were just talking about, Senator Javits, the efforts of the Office
of Education, which has never been for it. They tried to put it down.
We asked for your strong support in putting heat on them, making
them support this bilingual education and putting enough money
into it to make it WOI’th{'. ) . .

I regret that I must leave, but the Appropriations Committee is
meeting.

Senator Moxpare. Father, would you proceed?

Father Casso. My fifth recommendation is to help us secure
moneys to get young Mexican Ainericans into the school of law
since it is from the ranks of these young men the lega! minds will
come to protect the guarantees of quality education and educational
opportunity for our young. !

COMPLIANCE: HEW

6. Move HEW to be more aggressively involved in Statewide class
suit actions on behalf of the Mexican Americans, similar to the
recent action in Texas.

7. Recommend that the HEW civil rights section review each of
the school districts where large segments of Mexican Ainericans re-
side. I am sure you will find, as the Legal Defense Fund has found,
districts that, although approved for compliance in civil rights edu-
cational designs, are not in reality.

SENSITIVE AND HMUMANE SCHOOLS

8. Help us build a truly bilingual, bicultural society.

9. Help us make the public schools of America more human, more
sensitive, more responsive to the educational formation of the Mexi-
can Americans, all the Spanish-speaking and the poor.

10. Join forces with the Mexican Americans in asking for a mora-
torium in the use of IQ tests until better instruments are devised.
S 11. Investigate the use of mentally retarded classes in the United

tates.

Senator Mondale and Senator Javits, I urge you to keep up with
your aggressive leadership. I have observed what you have done for
our people in the migrant hearings. Education in the migrant needs
a hearing by itself. You are a glimmer of hope in an otherwise cal-
lous institution.

Listen to the demands of our Chicano young. They will not stop

—and I hope and pray they do not—until the notion of equal edu-

cation opportunity 1s meaningful for them: -- -

A few years ago, my esteemed friend here with us, Dr. Hector
Garcia, as alternate ambassador to the United Nations, stood in that
illustrious hall as a Mexican American, doctor of medicine, and
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representative of this country. He spoke on nuclear disarmament
in the Spanish language.

Later he expressed the condolences of the American people to one
of the Centra{) American countries, on the occasion of the death of
thelr leader. .

He won the admiration and respect of the representatives of the
countries throughout the world, not only for himself, the Mexican
Americans, but for all Americans. .

May, Senator Mondale and members of this committee, with your
help, these same scenes become a _common occurrence for our young
Mexican :Americans, and only then, when this happens, will the
voices of our young Chicano really have been heard.

Thank you.

(The document referred to follows:)

THE MEXICAN AMERICAN QUEST ¥or EQUALITY

Nors. The National Advisory Committee on Mexican American Education was created
to advise the Commissioner of Education on the education of Mexican American. The
opinjons expressed in this, the Committee’s frst r%mrt, are those of the Committee and
do not necessarfly reflect the official view of the U.S. Office of Educatlon.

Failure to provide education to hundreds of thousands of people whose
cultural heritage is “different” has resulted in shameful waste of human
resources. The melting pot ideology that we speak of so proudly has not
produced & moral climate in which all citizens are accepted on the basis of
individual worth.

Educators, especially, must search their consciences for an answer to the
guestion: Is only a monolingual, monocultural society acceptable in America?

Never before has the need for equal opportunity for all Americans been
so sharply put into focus. And no group is in greater need of equal educational
opportunity than the Mexican American.

There are more than five million Mexican Americans in the United States,
80 percent of whom live in California and Texas. Most of the other are
found in Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, Illinois, and Ohio. In excess of four
million of these people )ive in urban areas.

The Mexican American is the second largest minority group in the United
States and by far the largest group of Spanish-speaking Americans. The fact
that most of them have learned Spanish as their first language and that
millions are not fluent in English makes them no less Americans. Their inter-
ests, attitudes, and aspirations differ little from those of other Americans.

Yet they have been denied the opportunities that most other Americans
take for granted. Suffering the same problems of poverty and discrimination
of other minority groups, the Mexican American is additionally handicapped
py the language barrier. The typical Mexican American child is born of
parents who speak iittle or no English, and thus Spanish becomes his only
language. When he reaches school age, he is enrolled in a public school where
only English is accepted. Bewildered and ashamed of his “backwardness,’” the
Mexican American child is quickly discouraged and drops out within a few
years, enlarging the ranks of the uneducated, unskilled, and unwanted.

Let’s look at some shocking statisvies.

The average Mexican American child in the Southwest drops out of school
by the seventh year. In Texas, 89 percent of the children with Spanish sur-
names drop out before completing high school!

Along the Texas-Mexico border, four out of five Mexican American children
fall two grades behind their Anglo classmates by the time they reach the
fifth grade. )

A recent study in California -showed: that in-Sume schools more than 50
percent of Mexican American high school students drop out between grades
10 %nd 11; one Texas school reported a 40 percent dropout rate for the same
grades.
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Mexican Americans account for more than 40 percent of the so-calied
“mentally handicapped” in California.

Although Spanish surnamed students make up more than 14 percent of the
public school population of California, less than % of ome percent of the
college students envolted in the seven campuses of the University of California
are of this group. . .

These facts give tragic evidence of our failure to provide genuine educa-
tional opportunity to Mexican American youth; and today there are nearly
two million of these children between the ages of 3 and 18.

It can’t be said that nothing has been done for these youngsters, The Federal
Government, through the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, (ESE@).
has given a good deal of financial aid to schools for the purpose of improving
the education of Mexican Americans. Although a few millions of dollars have
been spent, hundreds of millions still need to be spent—and for hum‘ireds of
thousands of Americans it is even now too late. State and local agencies have
spent respectable sums of money—and even more €nergy—in behqlf of the
Mexican American but none has given the problem the really massive thrust
it deserves, .

Money is only one problem. Perhaps an even more serious one is the problem
of involuntary diserimination—that is, our insistence on fitting the Mexican
American student into the monolingual, monocultural mold of the Anglo
American. This discrimination, plus the grim fact that millions of Mexican
Americans suffer from poverty, cultural isolation, and language rejection,
has virtually destroyed them as contributing members of society.

Another problem is that we have not developed suitable instruments for
accurately measuring the intelligence and learning potential of the Mexican
American child. Because there is little communication between educators and
these non-English speaking youngsters, the pupils are likely to be dismissed
as “mentally retarded.” Common sense tells us that this is simply not so.
The chasm that exists between the teacher and the student in the classroom
is even wider between the school and the home, where there is virtually no
communication. Such lack of understanding soon destroys any educational
aspiration the pupil might have or that his parents might have for him.

The Committee believes there are six critical issues in the improvement of
Mexican American education:

Issue No. 1. The existing educational programs for the Mexican American
have been woefully inadequate and demand serious evaluation.

Issue No. 2. Instruments are lacking for measuring intelligence and achieve-
ment potential of Mexican Americans. .

Issue No. 3. A very small percentage of Mexican American students who
could qualify for college actually enroll.

Issue No. 4. Legal restrictions in various states discourage instructions in
languages other than English. .

“ Issue No. 5. There is an exceedingly high dropout rate of Mexican Ameri-
cans in public schools. -

Issue No. 6. Society has not recognized, or at least accepted, the need for a
multilingual, multicultural school environment.

The Mexican American Affairs Unit of the U.S. Office of Education has
identified four imperatives for educational success of the Mexican American:

1. Preparation of teachers with the skills necessary to instruct Mexican
American pupils in Such a manner as to insure success. This includes bilingual
capability.

2. Instruction in both English aiid Spanish so that the mother tongue is
strengthened concurrent with the pupil learning a second language, and then
using both languages. This bilingual instruction must occur in all curriculums.
and at all grade levels until the student is thoroughly at home with his
second language.

3. Instruction to preschool Mexican American pupils so that they are more
nearly ready to take their place with others by the time they enter schooi.

4. Complete programs for “adults in both 'basic -education and" vocaiionai
education.

The vehicles for achieving the foregoing imperatives already exist:

1. Teacher preparation: Educational Personnel Development Act, Bilingual
Education Act, Title I, ESEA.
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2. Bilingual education: Title VII, ESEA, Bilingual Education Act.

3. Early childhood education: Headstart and Followthrough, Title I, ESEA.

4. Adult basic and vocational education : Amendments to the 1963 Vocational
Education Act.

Once we have faced up to the critical issues and recognized the imperatives,
the Committee recommends specific action on several fronts.

GENERAL

1. We must immediately begin to train at least 100,000 bilingual-bicultural
teachers aud educational administrators.

2. We must make use of current knowledge and encourage further research
to assist in creating educational programs that promise learning success for
the Mexican American.

3. We must agitate for priority funding by the U.S. Office of Education to
develop educational programs immediately.

4. We must see that testing instruments are developed that will accurately
measure the intelligence and achievement potential of the Mexican American
child.

5. We must promote programs to assist state legislatures in taking the
necessary action to permit instruction in languages other than English.

6. We must help the various states to recognize the need for statewide
programs in bilingual education.

7. We must provide assistance, through Federal funds, to Mexican American
students in pursuit of a college education.

8. With the leadership of the Federal Government, we must increase the
adult basic education and vocatiocnal programs, to equip the Mexican Ameri-
can adult with skills and knowledge necessary to become a partner in our
economic society.

9. We must encourage parental involvement programs at the state and local
levels.

10. We must encourage state and local education agencies to use more
effectively the Mexican American personnel on their staffs.

11. We must foster e Joint effort of the Federal Government and private
enterprise to produce instructional materials that are designed expressly for
Mexican American students.

FEDERAL LEGISLATION

1. Increase the fundlng of Title VII, ESEA, to $150,000,000 for the year
1970, to provide 2 minimum of $100 per child for relevant educational services
for the Mexican American.

2. Increase the funding of Headstart and Followthrough by 10 percent, to
provide a sufficient financial base to meet the needs of many Mexican Ameri-
cans not presently served by these programs.

3. Continue the present funding level of the Migrant BEducation provision
of Title I, ESEA.

4. Continue Title VII, ESEA, as a discretionary program administered by
the U.S. Office of Education.

5. Continue Title VIII, ESEA, Dropout Prevention Act, as a discretionary
program administered by the {1.S. Office of Education, and increase its fund-
ing for 1970 to $50,000,000.

6. Increase the funding support of Title IV-A of the Higher Education Act,
Educational Opportunity Grants, by 15 percent, to be directed toward college
enrollment of Mexican Americans

. Establish a Land Grant College, with specific resyonsibility for programs
an\'l research related to the bilingual-bicultural student.

8. Amend Title I, ESEA, to permit the use of funds for the education of
Mexican Americans whose income may not qualify him, or as more often is
the case, whose children may not qualify because of cultural attitudes toward

’ dependmg ‘o public-svelfare support.

STATE LEGISLATION

1. Remove legal barriers to instruction in the public schools in languages
other than English.
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2. Appropriate and identify supplementary funds for support of specialized
programs for the Mexican American.

ADMINISTRATION—U.8. OFFICE OF EDUCATION

1. Expand the responsibility of the Mexican American Affairs Unit of the
Office of Education to include all Spanish-speaking programs.

2. Continue to press for employment of Mexican American professional and
supporting personnel in all units of the U.S. Office of Education.

3. Allocate specific funds for determining the most effective direction in
research for the Mexican American.

4. Develop an intensive program of information on the educational needs

of the Mexican American.
ADMINISTRATION—CHIEF STATE SCHOOL OFFICERS

1. Seek out and employ Mexican Amerieans in policy and administrative
positions in state departments of education, and encourage similar programs
in loeal education agencies.

2. Set up a unit for coordinating and encouraging the development and
operation of programs for the Mexican American.

3. Develop a statewide program for bilingual education.

4. Promote the redirection of priorities in the use of Title I, ESEA, funds,
to focus on bilingual-bicultural prograrms.

5. Promote the increased involvement of the Mexican American in advisory
committees in local educational programs.

Este informe representa un avance en la determinacién de millones de méxico~
americanos para asegurar oportunidades iguales en el campo educativo. Por
primera vez una comisién consejera nacional agudamente pone en foco las
deprivaciones de nuestra minorfa, minorfa que ocupa el segundo lugar en ndmero.

a comisién define el problema y bosqueja direcciones especificas que se deben
tomar en todos niveles del esfuerzo educativo para confrontar la demanda del
ciudadano bilingiie y bicultural. Este identifica los disefiados recursos del gobierno
federal para sasistir en el desarrolio de programas efectivos en ensefianza y
conocimiento para el méxico-americano.

Urjo que Vds. usen la informacién en este informe como un medio de traer a
1a atencién de los educadores, legisladores, lideres de comunidad, y todo ciudadano
las criticas necesidades educativas del méxico-americano. S¢lo por medio de
esfuerzos concertados es posible que este encargo para cambio se haga una realidad.

mando Rodriquez, Jefe
Unidad de Asuntos Mexico-Americanos
Oficina de Educaci6n, Estados Unidos

This report represents a landmark in the defermination of millions of
Mexican Americans to secure equal educational opportunity. For the first time
a national advisory committee focuses sharply on the educational deprivation
of our second largest minority.

The committee defines the problem and outlines specific direction to be taken
at all levels of educational endeavor to meet the challenge of the bilingual,
bicultural citizen. It identifies the resources of the Federal Government de-
signed to assist in the development of effective teaching/learning programs
for Mexican Americans.

I urge that you use the information in this report as a means of bringing
to the attention of educators, legislators, community leaders, and every citizen
the critical educational needs of the Mexican American. Only through such a
concerted effort can this mandate for change become a reality.

ARMANDO  RODRIGUEZ,
Chief, Megzican Awmerican Affairs Unit,
U.8. Ofice of Education.

The opinions expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the position or
policy - of the U.S. Office -of - Education, and no official endorsement by the
USOE should be inferred.

The Southwestern Cooperative Educational Laboratory of Albuquerque,
deeply concerned with and dedicated to improving the educational opportuni-
ties of the Mexican American, as well as other Southwestern culturally di-
vergent groups, is pleased to have published this report.
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THE NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON MEXICAN AMERICAN EDUOCATION

Ralph Guzman. Director
Mexican American Center
Los Angeles State College

Dr. Miguel Montes, Chairman
Doctor of Dental Surgery
San Fernando, California

Edward E. Booher Los Angeles, California
President ‘McGraw-Hill, Inc. Alfred J. Hernandez, Judge
New York, New York Corportaion Court.

Clayton Brace Houston, Texas

Vice President and General Manager Dr. Frank Hubert, Dean
Time-Life Broadcast, Inc. Texas A&M University
San Diego, California College Station, Texas

Reverend Henry J. Casso Leonard C. Lane

Vicar of Urban Affairs New York, New York

St. John's Seminary Eloy Martinez

San Antonio, Texas HELP

Jack P. Crowther Espanola, New Mexico
Superintendent of School Jesse G. Stratton

Los Angeles Farmer/Chairman, Executive Board
Los Angeles, California Southwestern Cooperative
Ernestine D. Evans Educational Laboratory, Inc.
Secretary of State Clinton, Oklahoma

Sante Fe, New Mexico Maria Urquides, Dean of Girls
Nick Garza, Principal Pueblo High School

Sidney Lanier High School Tucson, Arizona

San Antonio, Texas

ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR

Armando Rodriguez, Chief
Mexican American Affairs Unit
U.S. Office of Education

Senator Monpare. Thank you for & most moving statement.

TRACKING

A good share of my optimism concerning, solutions to this tragic
problem stems from the movements developing among Mexican
Americans and young people, generally, against this kind of insensi-
tive and disastrous educational policy.

You mentioned the mentally retarged. I think it is hard for those
of us who are not Mexican Americans to realize that it is a very
standard practice to assign a child who has only an English language
problem not to a class where he learns English but to a mentally
retarded class.

You have dealt with parishes and with the young. Is it your
testimony that this is a widely seen practice?

Father Casso. It is widely practiced, yes, from the evidence of the
three cases that are being held in California, which is a more en-
lightened State as far as education is concerned, one could conclude
if this is happening there, and with great resources we are trying
tSo move this in the courts, you can imagine what it is like in other

tates.

I feel so strongly about this that I call it the great rape of the
mind. Generally, when you talk about rape, people get excited, but
10 one seems to get excited about the raping of the minds of chil-
dren in the first grade.

To me, this is one of the greatest American tragedies of this coun-
try. This itself, ought to have another hearing.

46-126—71—pt. 4—11
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Srnator Moxpare. Yesterday, Dr. Cardenas said that even the
figures we have of dropouts, under-achievement and so on, fail to
fully state the problem, because on the basis of migrant study they
estimated that 20 percent of the Mexican American children never
show up in any scﬁool, so they don’t show up in any of our educa-
tional statistics. .

Do you think there is some justification for that assertion ?

Father Casso. I think if you take the expressions that have heen
presented here, and those that will be presented, to_the Mexican
American, the young Chicano, they do not see the institution of
schools as an institution that is empathetic and something willing
to help them.

If you will take, for example, Dr. Polomares, one of our outstand-
ing early childhood specialists, they tried to put him in a mentally
retarded class. He had to move from that school district to another
to avoid it.

Most of our leaders, if they weren’t shoved into the mentally re-
tarded classes were shoved into the vocational classes as a device,
this is how they would educate the Mexican Americans. We have a
very big job to do.

This is why I am grateful for this kind of opportunity to get
into the record the expressions of a great people. Fifty percent of
our youth are below 18 years of age. If in the migrant stream, which
testimony you have received, they go into 48 of these 50 States, and
if pragmatically, socially, economically, and politically we are going
to start dealing with those 260 million people to the south, somehow
or other wé sre going to have to start dealing with the 10 million
Spanish-speaking that front a 1,800-mile frontier.

Until we do that, then I really think we are going to stand in the
nakedness of our hypocrisy to the 26 countries to the south.

Senator Moxpare. Undoubtedly.

Senator Javits?

Senator Javirs. I wish to state, Mr. Chairman, that my presence
here today, for the limited time I have, as I have to be occupied this
morning considering problems of peace and war is to show my in-
terest in the problems of minorities other than the black minority in
the United States which constitute important aspects of the struggle
for equal opportunities.

I want to assure the witnesses, though I have not heard as much
of the detailed testimony as I should like, that I will, as the ranking
minority member of this committee present, working with Senator
Mondale, see that whatever we do is done to benefit the Mexican
American, the Puerto Rican, and other minorities in the country,
which may be regional in character but which are entitled to as much
of the application of what we propose to do as the black minority.

I wish to affirm the fact that we have not been blinkered in terms
of the black minority as the only minority, or even the preponderant
minority in terms of our interest.

I think this committee is broad-visioned enough and will, by the
time you gentlemen and others have completed your testimony, be
in possession of sufficient facts and a substantiaf, enough record to
understand that you, too, are deeply bedeviled by the lack of equal
educational opportunity.
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Perhaps different schiemes and techniques are used to inhibit your
children, the children of Mexican Americans, from receiving the
education they should have in this country. ]

Perhaps we may have to adapt our techniques specifically to meet
your unique problems. For example, you speak of mentally retarded
classes as perhaps a way where the equal opportunity concept is
avoided in this held.

T assure you I feel equally responsible, morally and legally, to the
minority for which you speak as to the black minority.

I think that is the big point that makes it important for your
presence here to be recognized, to be effective.

You are quite right about Senator Mondale. He has done an out-
standing job in the migrant field as well as in this field. He devel-
oped the idea from which this committee was established. I have had
the privilege of working with him from the first amendment, which
brought it about, and I can assure you your confidence in the chair-
man is not misplaced.

I helieve that applies to the other members. Senator Yarborough,
the Chairman of the Commaittee on Labor and Public Welfare, has
S{)oken of his deep interest and deep knowledge of this situation. I
think you will find there will be no distinctions of party, or even
conservatives and liberals.

You may all be sure that we know when we legislate or recom-
mend legislation that there are diverse minorities—all to be treated
with greatest respect—but each with problems unique to it.

Therefore, legislation must be shaped to aceommodate the in-
justices across the board for all the minorities, with particular at-
tention to the particular type of injustice which affects individual
minorities. v :

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. :

Senator MonparLe. Thank you, Senator Javits, for your kind re-
marks about me. :

I think these witnesses know that this committee was created out
of the debate over the so-called Stennis amendment, and was pro-
posed by Senator Javits and myself.

During the course of that debate Senator Javits and I introduced
a resolution to try to deal with what we thought was a proper criti-
cism, that racial discrimination in education exists throughout this
country not only just in the South. We need a national strategy.

Senator Javits continues to be a most effective leader for such a
strategy.

Our next witness is Mr. Carlos Vela.

Mr. Onrepo. Senator Mondale, I am scheduled to leave the city at
1 o’clock, and I would like to be excused. '

Senator Moxpare. We are most grateful for your testimony.

(The prepared statement of Fr. Henry J. Casso follows:)

PREPARED STATEMENT oF FR. HENRY J. CAsso, DIRECTOR oF DEVELOPMENT &
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT, MEXICAN AMERICAN LEGAL DEFENSE AND EpUcaTioN
Funp, L.A. OFFICE

Senator Mondale, Members of the Senate Select Conunittee on Equal Educa-
tion Opportunities :

May I take advantage of these first momenis, to express my personal
admiration and appreciation for the vision and foresight shown by this com-
miittee in providing time that Mexican American representatives have the
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opportunity to share the tragedies, the happenings, the hopes and dreams of
4 great people in whose hands, it is my opinion, lies much of the tomorrow
for this country of ours, especially as increased dealings with the 260 million
people in the 26 countries to the South becomes more a political and economic
necessity.

In 19%8, a new phenomenon emerged for the first time among the Mexican
Americans in this country. This came in the form of a spontaneous cry for
-equal education opportunities by the Mexican American high school students.
This was a cry for quality education so that any Mexican American can
.choose to be what he or she desires—the promise of America.

It was not surprising that this cry came from the young themselves—the
‘Mexican American youth. While the older folk were still debating on what
to call themselves, the young were unwilling to see the patrimony of illiteracy,
degradation, drop-outs and kick-outs continue.

They callcd themselves Chicanos, they raised their heads and for once, no
longer dropping out of the halls of learning, as so many before them, in mass,
walked out of thelr schools and challenged American society, the American
education system to an accounting-accountability

Some of our young saw themselves kicked out of school and because of adu-
cational deficiency, unable to pass examinations were refused entrance into
the armed forces to serve their country; others drafted in disproportionate
numbers, killed and mutilated in Korea and Vietnam far beyond their na-
tional representation ; others if lucky to get through high school saw, the cream
of the crop, the valedictorian, the saluditorian, flunk out of college.

In case of the Mexican American young students in vocational educational,
too often they stood naked in industrial life with tools and skills no longer
marketable. Our young began to see, to understand something that has been
suspicioned for a long time, our young Chicano first graders horded indis-
criminately into the drear halls of mentally retarded classes.

Gentlemen, it was no wonder that it was the young who raised this cry,
much to the consternation of the generations ahead of them. .

Any one of us who view the tomorrow of our people, must realize that over
509, of the Mexican Americans are below 18 years of age. In a word, gentle-
men, we have not yet seen our tomorrow. I am proud of our young, that they
refuse, and rightly so, to stand mute. This country’s institutions, educators,
businessmen, government and churches, too long have stood mute during this
national tragedy—this tragic waste of human resources, but our young raised
their voices and we can’t really blame them.

Senator Mondale, how long would you and I continue to do business with
a lawyer who lost eight out of ten cases; a doctor who lost eight of every ten
of his patients. Yet the institutions including government has remained mute
to see eight out of every ten Mexican American children drop out, kicked out
.and pushed out of the educational institution of this country, No one has
.asked an accounting for the vast sums of public money that have been wasted.
But the young are demanding an accounting and I stand with them.

What were the students saying. The students walk outs were not confined

‘to any one area, the Mexican American young in Los Angeles—California;
‘San Antonmiv—Texas; Sierra Blanca—Texas; Chicago—Illinois; Albuquerque—

‘New Mexico; Crystal City—Texas; Denver—Colorado; Abilene—Texas but
to name a few of the places. Our young Mexican American students, notwith-
standing, the great human sufferings, the jailings, the clubbings by police, the
abuses by Texas Rangers, stood tall and continued to demand what this
nation says they have a right to séek. What they demaunded and how it was
said varied from one area to the next, but the central theme and the demands
were the same. “We want an education to prepare us so we can equally
compete in the arena of American economic life.” “We refuse to be relegated
to the degradation and to the dead end life like so many of our parents.” “We
want a part of that dream America says is ours and for which many of our
brothers have died in the battle fields for this country.” ;

More specifically, the students demanded counselors who are empathetic,
understanding and interested, not disciplinarians, Counselors who would pro-
vide information for academic courses. Counselors to provide a choice for the
students who might want to enter higher learning should he wish. Counselorsg
who would advise how and when college examinations came up. Counselors who
would help to secure knowledge of college grants or Federal grants programs.
They demanded Counselors—sufficient te take care of ail the students. They
were asking counselors to do their job.
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They wanted a choice of academic courses to prepare themselves for college
entrance instead of constant remedial courses.

They demanded that vocational courses be up-dated in order to develop
marketable skills. They resented as a case in Dpoint, learning printing on
printing presses no longer in use.

They demanded Mexican American principles and teachers. They wanted
to see themselves in this institution which shaped their minds and their souls.
This institution which has not developed the Mexican American teacher,
when developed, was not utilized to fullest capacity.

They demanded that facilities be improved, be brought up-to-date. The
Mexican American young were tired of second rate, run down facilities.

They demanded the right to speak Spanish on the grounds of the schools
and not be physically punished, as repeatedly was the case.

In a2 word, they demanded that the United States and their schools respect
the Treaty of Guadalupe * made between the U.S. and Mexico.

They demanded bilingual and bicultural educational programs so that they
could be adequately prepared for a pluralistic society which America pro-
fessed to be. If they so choose, they wanted to function in two languages.

They demanded that teachers in the Mexican American schools he prepared
to teach Mexican American students. That they be sensitive and knowledgeable
to the cultural needs of the Mexican American students. They no.longer ac-
cepted the teacher rejects from the Anglo schools.

They demanded to see themselves in history especially the history of the
Southwest, the contributions of those who had gone before them. They de-
manded that American history be placed in its true perspective.

They demanded that the institution of the schools be more sensitive, to a
sensitive people, that it become more human. They demanded to be treated
like human beings.

Senator Mondal2, the Mexican Americans did not have elementary and
secondary schools and even colleges built for them hy the Federal Govern-
ment. He has always had to compete in an institution that was not geared
to deal with him, that really in many instances did not want him, that viewed
him only as a laborer and which was intentionally or unintentionally trying to
shuff him out. How else do we explain the loss of eight of every ten students?

A few years ago, Mr. Almando Rodriguez, Chief of the Mexican American
Affairs Unit of the Office of Education was asked to be a part of a team look-
ing at student’s unrest in this country. One of his conclusions from his tour
over the country was “Public education has been an exclusive institution and
now is trying to becoine inclusive.” The Mexican American community is well
realizing this now.

As we mentioned above, it was the students who raised the first serious
challenge to American Public Education as ¢t related to the Memican American
student. During this challenge, aided by the Mexican American Legal Defense
and Education Fund’s litigation some major points were ohserved.

In the San Francisco, California; Santa Ana, California and San Diego,
California law suits, sufficient documentation has been gathered to show that
Mexican American children have been placed in mentally retarded classes in
disproportionate large numbers. Some were placed in these classes as the
answer to the inability or unwillingness of school administrations to cope with
the reality that some children in America come to school with a language of
the home different from that of the school; others were placed in these
mentally retarded classes through the use of instruments of measurement, i.e.
the I.Q. tests which were not geared for, nor intended to he used for the hi-
lingual, bicultural child, in our ecase the Mexican American. Evidence has
been had where school income for a child in mentally retarded classes is
considerahly higher than for a child in an ordinary class. What questions can
this raise?

In the Bilsa-Edcouch case, it was observed how School A'dministrations
were indiscriminately using suspension and expulsions on the youth who
challenged the Administrations fsilure to provide quality education.

In Los Angeles, Professor Sal Castro case, we saw an effort to accuse this
teacher, who assisted the Mexican American students challenge for quality
e(lucaftilon, with a seldomly used ‘“law conspiracy to commit a misdemeanor
is a felony.”

* February 2, 1848.
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In San Antonio, Texas, it was shown that the Mexican American schools,
those predominately in the area of high concentration of Mexiecan American.
e.g. Lanier High School, the calibre and range of educational instruetion was
marked different from that of the Anglo area of town.

In Sun Antonio, Kelly Air Force Base, in Del Rio Air Base.* we even saw
where the air buses bus their children away from the school district where

a busy concentration of Mexican American students lived. Here is public -

evidence that one school is better than the other; the Air Iforce is party to
this kind of aetion—government herself remains mnte.

In the Senora, Texas case, the first time tkhe Federal Government thirough
the Justice Department has ever entered into u law suit for Mexican Ameri-
can education, seemingly different standards were applied to the Mexican
American educational segregation problems.

I would like to inject here one final example of the dilemmas in which
our young Mexican American students find themselves.

At the University of Colorado at Boulder, Colorado—the Mexican American
college students helped increase the Mexican American college student presence
on that ecampns. from 35, two and a half years ago, to 350 today, with a goal
of 800 this coming September. Much of the funds for this I understand are
Federal Education Opportunity grants. This program has received acclaim and
commendation from the President of the University. However. the students
within the last few months had to march and picket the officials of this
University in order to maintain this fine program at its present strength. It
seems guite incongruouns that the students must march and bicket for a program
that is not only needed, has been sunccessfnl, ‘and has received public commenda-
tion by the President of the same University. Another dilemma for the
Mexican Americans.

I am to understand—the Mexican Americans at University of California at
Ervine—must fight to get even one half of the Education Opportunity Pro-
gram slots, yet they make up 4 times as many in the county population than
the competitor.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Senator Mondale, I offer these next points as recommendations :

1. Help implement through appropriate funding ‘“the recommendations in
the report by the National Advisory Committee on Mexican American educa-
tion—1968—U.S. Office of Bducation” . . . “The Mexican American Quest for
BEquality.” {See attached copy]

2. Help secure adequate fundings to guarantee the publication of the U.S.
Commission on Civil Rights major study of the Mexican American’s in the
540 school districts of the Southwest. This data is invaluable in proving the
points of our Chicano students.

3. In the Senate Bill, on desegregation S.~-3883, make sure that the Mexican
Americans and Spanish speaking are contained and referred to in your legal
terminology. The Civil Rights’ Study above shows that segregation is as
serious and as damaging to the Mexican Americans as any other group.

4. Build into your appropriations funding for those organizations that stand
ready to challenge school districts mot providing quelity education for the
Mexican American young or those who are abusing their authority. e.g. the
funding of the Meaican American Law Students Assoctation Case Legales or
the Mexican American Legal Defense and Education Fund.

5. Help ns secure moneys to get young Mexican Americans into the schools
of law since it is from the ranks of these young men the legal minds will
come to protect the guarantees of quality education and educational oppor-
tunity for our young. :

6. Move HEW to be more aggressively involved in state wide class suit
;‘ctions on behalf of the Mexican Americans, similar to the recent action in

'exas. .

7. Recommend that the HEW (ivil Right Section review each of the school
districts were large segments of Mexican Americans reside. I am sure you wil
find districts that although spproved for compliance in Civil Rights educa-
tional designs, are mot in reality.

8. Help us build a truly bitingual, bicultural society.

9. Help us make the public schools of America more human, more sensitive,

* Del Rio Alr Base was presented in testimony hefore the U.S.
Rights-—San Antonio Hearings-—1868. Commission on Civil
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more responsive to the educational formation of the Mexican Americans, the
Spanish speaking and the poor.

10. Join forces with the Mexican Americans in asking {or a moratorium in
the use of I.Q. tests until better instruments are devised.

11. Investigate the use of mentally retarded classes in the U.S.

Senator Mondale, I urged you to keep up with your aggressive leadership.
I have observed what you have done for our people in the Migrant Hearings.
Education of the Migrant needs a Hearing by itself. You are a gleamer of hope
in an otherwise. eallous institution.

Listen to the demands of our young, they will not stop and I hope and pray
they do not. nntil the notion of FEqual Opportunity is meaningful for them.

A few years ago, my esteemed friend here with us, Dr. Hector Garcia, as
alternate Ambassador to the United Nations, stood in that illustrious hall as
a Mexican American, Doctor of Medicine, and representative of this country.
He spoke on nuclear disarmament in the Spanish language. Later he expressed
the condolences of {he American people to the one of the Central American
countries, on the occasion of the death of their leader. He won the admira-
tion and respeet of the representatives of the countries throughout the world,
not only for himself, the Mexican Americans, but for all Americans.

May, Senator Mondale and members of this committee, with your help,
these same scenes become a common oceurrence for our young Mexican Ameri-
cans and only then, when this happens, will the voices of our young really
have been hard.

Thank ¥ou.

STATEMENT OF CARLOS VELA, ATTORNEY, FORMER COORDINA-
TOR, TEXAS STATE OFFICE OF CIVIL RIGHTS, HEW OFFICE,
CORPUS CHRISTI, TEX.

Mr. VELa. Senator Mondale I would like to also echo my appre-
ciation for the efforts of this committee, and I hope it will provide
the spark that is needed in this area.

Before beginning, I introduce myself presently as an attorney at
law, having been in the past an assistant attorney general for the
State of Texas in Austin, Tex., a general attorney for the Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission in Washington, D.C., a civil
rights specialist for the U.S. Department of Agriculture in Wash-
ington, D.C., and a civil rights specialist and Texas State coordina-
tor for the regional Office for Civil Rights of the U.S. Department
of Health, Education, and Welfare in Dallas, Tex.

I was employed with the Office for Civil Rights in Dallas from
April 21, 1968, until June 20, 1970, wien I resigned to return to
private law practice.

As Texas State coordinator for the regional Office for Civil
Rights, I was basically responsible for obtaining compliance with
the Civil Rights Act from school districts in the State of Texas.

MEXICAN AMERICAN DISCRIMINATION AND OFFICE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS

_Implementation of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 against school
districts discriminating against Mexican Americans has been virtu-
ally nonexistent. despite the foct that it is an acknowledged fact
that such discrimination has been historically widespread, specifically
in Texas and in the Southwest.

First, let us look at the Office for Civil Rights itself. It is com-
posed of three branches: Education; Health and Welfare; and Con-
tract Compliance.

In addition, there is a general counsel’s staff exclusively assigned
to the Office for Civil Rights. The Education Branch, of course, is
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responsible for obtaining compliance from school districts through-
out the country. . . ..

As of June 1970, the date of my resignation, and it is my under-
standing, as of today, in the Civil Rigﬁts Division in Washington,
D.C., no Mexican Americans are cmployed in the Education Branch,
in the Health and Welfare Branch, in the General Counsel Branch,
and only one Mexican American is employed in the Contract Com-
pliance Branch. .

It is my further understanding that no Mexican American has
ever been employed in the Education Branch of the Office for Civil
Rights in Washington, D.C.

It should be uirderstood that the National Director of the Office
for Civil Rights does have a special assistant for Spanish-surnamed
affairs, but he does not work specifically for any of the above-men-
tioned branches.

It should further be added that no Mexican American is employed
as regional director of any regional Office for Civil Rights or as
branch chief of any of the above-mentioned branches of any regional
Office for Civil Rights in the country.

The Dallas Office does have a Mexican American Deputy Director,
but he is basically in charge of personnel and administration for that
office. He was once Acting Branch Chief of the Education Branch in
Dallas, but he no longer holds that position.

I point out these facts to this committee because the resultant is
that no Mexican American, with the exception of the Special Assist-
ant to the National Director, is employed in a policy-making posi-
tion by the Office for Civil Rights of HEW.

I ask then, how can the Office for Civil Rights advise school dis-
tricts that they have been discriminatory in employment practices,
when the office itself is guilty of this practice ’

COMPLIANCE ! MEXICAN AMERICANS

Now, with respect to what has actually been accomplished in the
Mexican American area by HEW, let me first say, that until the
1967-68 school year, the Office for Civil Rights was obtaining statis-
tics on a black and white basis only.

In 196768, it added another column called “other,” meaning other
minority groups. So that it was not until the 1968-69 school year
that the Office for Civil Rights started obtaining statistics of Mexi-
can American scholastics. .

The resultant of this was that the office was accepting plans from
districts, which in several instances were merely combining blacks
with Mexican Americans.

The areas in which these problems were most severe were in Texas
and New Mexico. Both of the latter States segregated blacks by law
and both have substantial percentages of Mexican Americans.

By the time I was employed in Dallas—April 1968—every school
district in New Mexico was considered to be in compliance. By that
time, a great number of school districts in Texas were also considered
to be in compliance.

. This is so even though today the attendance reports of a substan-
tial number of districts reveal segregation between both races in
many schools in both States.
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From April 1968 until late 1969, the Office for Civil Rights had
taken virtually no action in cases of disrimination against Texican
_ Americans. This was so even though, in at least two cases in Texas—
Pecos and Sonora—vestiges of de jure segregation were found to
exist.

In the case of Sonora, I met and negotiated with the school board
in the swnmer of 1969. The district was on the verge of submitting
an acceptable plan when orders were received from Washington to
suspend action against the district until further notice. No_further
action was taken against Sonora until late 1969, when the Mexican
American Legal Defense Fund filed suit against the district,

In the spring of 1970, the Justice Department intervened in that
suit. As of this date, it does not appear that schools will be desegre-
gated in Sonora on the opening date of schools.

It is my understanding that the judge has set September 10, 1970,
as the date for hearing in that matter.

I submit that if the Dallas office had been permitted to negoetiate
with this district, an acceptable plan would have already been ob-
tained which would have desegregated schools on August 27, 1970,
opening date for schools in Texas.

In the other case—Pecos—I led reviews in the summer of 1963 and
in the summer of 1969. These reports were sent to Washington, D.C.,
for review. As of the date of my resignation no response had been
received from Washington,

Again, this district maintains segregated schools which were ves-
tiges of a de jure system. Interestingly, in this casc, when they closed
the Negro schools, virtually all of the Negroes in grades one to eight
were assigned to the Mexican American schools.

In addition to the above and prior to late 1969, reviews were made
in Texas of Wilson and Shallowater, and in New Mexico of Carls-
bad, Clovis, Hobbs, and Las Cruces.

In the cases of Shallowater and Wilson, segregated classes of Mex-
ican Americans were found to exist. In the four cases in New Mexico,
three of the cases were found to have schools segregated with Mexi-
can American and Negro students, and the other was found to have
not only Mexican American schools but also a full Negro school with
a full Negro staff.

Again, these files were sent to Washington for review. Again, at
the time of my resignation, which was over a year after these re-
views, no response had been received from Washington.

Interestingly, in one of the Texas cases, the superintendent of one
of these districts; and I do not recall which district, called the Dallas
office to find out whether he was going to have to eliminate his
segregated class. The Dallas office could do no more than to vefer it to

ashington since that office had taken no action on the matter.

Since 1ate 1969, and, I feel, as the result of the walkout in Crystal
City, Tex., I participated and led reviews of six other districts on
alleged Mexican American discrimination.

In two of the cases, I met with the school boards and negotiated
acceptable desegregation plans. These were the cases of Bishop and
Qzona, Tex.

In two other cases, Uvalde and Crystal City, the reviews were pre-
liminary to full onsite reviews.

In the case of Crystal City, it was recommended that the prelim-
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inary review be followed by a full review, and to this date, no
further action has been taken on the matter.

In the case of Uvalde, a full review did follow, and I believe ac-
tion is presently pending on that matter.

In the other two cases—El Paso and Wharton—the reports were
sent to Washington and were resting with that office in June 1970.

Consequently, as of June 20, 1970, the Office for Civil Rights of
HEW had taken action in only two cases involving Mexican Ameri-
can discrimination.

COURTS : MEXICAN AMERICAN DISCRIMINATION

It is incomprehensible to understand why HEW has failed to act
in this area.

As early as 1948, in the case of Delgado, et al v. Bastrop Inde-
pendent School District, et al., No. 388 Civil, U.S.D.C., W.D. Tex.
(June 15, 1948), Federal courts held that segregation of Mexican
Americans in public schools was unconstitutional and a violation of
the 14th amendment to the Constitution. This was 6 years before
Brown. :

Two other pre-Brown cases, Mendez v. Westminster School Dis-
trict, 614 F. Supp. 544 (S.D. Cal., 1946), aff’d 161 F. 2d 774 (9th
Cir., 1947 )—an(f incidentally, the attorney for the plaintiffs in that
case was Justice Thurgood Marshall—and Gonzalez v. Sheeley, 96 F.
Supp. 1004 (D. Ariz., 1951), also found that the segregation of stu-
dents because they were Mexican Americans was unconstitutional.

I might point out the case of Pete Hernandez v. The State of
Texas, involving discrimination against Mexican Americans, 1n
Jackson County, Tex., where Justice Warren stated, in 1954, “The
14th amendment is not directed solely against discrimination due to
aN two-c,}ass theory, that is, based upon differences between white und

egro.

I%lreﬁect, he held it covered Mexican Americans, also. I would in-
troduce that into the record.

Senator Monpare. That will be placed into the record at the con-
clusion of your remarks.

Mr. VerA. Even after Brown, judgments were obtained against
Driscoll, Tex. (1956), Odem, Tex. (1968), and recently Corpus
Christi, Tex. (1970).

In each of the latter cases, the courts held that segregation of
Mexican American-students was a violation of the 14th amendinent.

DE JURE SEGREGATION : TEXAS

In my own roviews of school districts in Texas, which were in all
sections of the State, I have concluded that historically, the State of
Texas permitted its school districts to operate a de jure segregated
system for Mexican Americans. In many cases, this had a worse
effect than the system operating for Negroes.

By these statements, I do not wish, in any way, to diminish the
discrimination as practiced against Negroes; however, my reviews
of districts in Texas have led me to the following conclusions:

1. Until the late 1930’s and the early 1940’s, many districts
segregated Mexican Americans exclusively in elementary

'
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schools. I can produce witnesses who will testify that they were
forced to sendp their children to adjoining school districts be-
cause they could not attend the Anglo high school.

2. The pattern is clear that the first Mexican American gradu-
ates were in the late 1930’ and early 1940’s. This, of course, was
general. For instance, in 1922, El Paso High, the only high schooi
in El Paso at that time, graduated one Mexican American out
of approximately 100 graduates.

3. The pattern is also clear that the first Mexican American
teachers, In many places, were hired in the late 1940’s and the
early 1950’s, and some districts, with over 50-percent Mexican
American student population, have failed to hire Mexican Amer-
ican teachers to date.

4. Until very recently, and in some cases, as of today, school
1ci.istr‘icts have made no affirmative effort to bridge the language

arrier.

Thus, while the Negro had his high school, his college, and his
teachers, the Mexican American did not. The educational level of the
Mexican American today in Texas is lower than that of the Negro.

PUBLIC AND POLITICAL ATTITUDES

I shall never forget the response on that one occasion in Austin,
Tex., when I asked the lady in charge of testing for the district,
whether the fact that the Mexican American schools in Austin had
the lowest test scores was due to a langnage barrier.

Her response was, “No, it’s inherent.” I responded that I was a
Mexican American, In a rather surprised voice, she answered, “Well,
you’re just an exception to the rule, it’s still inherent.”

I ask, with this type of mentality, will the Mexican American
ever obtain an equal educational opportunity ?

As recently as 3 months before I resigned from the Office for Civil
Rights, the Title IV Equal Educational Opportunity Division, a
separate agency within HEW, whose purpose it is to assist school
districts in preparing acceptable desegregation plans, submitted two
plans to our office for review which listed statistics on a black and
white basis only.

Yet, both of these districts, Amarillo and Wichita Falls, had sub-
stantial numbers of Mexican American students.

While it is true that these plans were rejected by our office, it does
reveal that, as recently as that time, the title IV group was not

iving any consideration to the Mexican American minority group.
nterestingly, at that time, no Mexican Americans were employed 1n
Washington, D.C., by the title IV division.

COMPLIANCE : TEXAS AND SOUTHWEST

What, then, is it that HEW has refused to correct? What are the
vestiges of this historical discrimination against Mexican Ameri-
cans? Generally, in Texas, and perhaps, throughout the Southwest,
they are as follows:

é. There are still many Mexican American schools existent
today.

2. There are still many schools attended by Negroes and
Mexican Americans today.
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3. There are many schools which still segregate Mexican
Americans in separate classes today. ]

4. There are many school districts which still segregate
Mexican Americans and Negroes in the same separate classes.

5. There is an abysmally low number of Mexican American
principals, counselors, teachers, and other certified personnel
employed by school districts today.

6. There Is an abnormally high number of Mexican American
students placed in special education classes based on English
language tests and not examined by qualified psychiatrists.

7. There is an abnormally high number of Mexican Americans
placed in lower tracks of ability grouping systems based on
English language tests which deny educational advancement.

These vestiges should be examined carefully because they are noth-
ing more than veiled attempts to continue segregation and to con-
tinue to deny equal educational opportunities to Mexican Americans.

These vestiges should be examined carefully because thev will be
utilized to segregate and to deny equal educational opportunities for
Negroes in the South tomorrow.

HEW RESPONSE

Now, HEW’s response will be that they have recently referred
several districts to the Justice Department and that Mexican Ameri-
cans will be included in snits by that office.

This is true, but in every one of these cases. the principal purpose
of the suit is to eliminate Negro schools and to insure that Negro
schools will not merely be combined with Mexican American schools.

As recently as this past week, the Mexican American Legal De-
fense Fund was forced to intervene in a suit filed by the Justice
Department against the Houston Independent School District be-
cause the Justice Department had failed to include Mexican Ameri-
cans in that suit.

I would like to introduce that article from the Hounston newspaper
to become part of the record.

Senator Monpare. That may be included at the conclusion of your
statement.

Mr. Vera. Another response that HEW will give is that they have
recently issued a Mexican American memorandum and they have
specifically scheduled 10 school districts for review throughout the

outhwest for this coming fall.

I would now advise this committee that when I was first employed
in April 1968, the Office for Civil Rights also scheduled 10 districts
in Texas for study and review. Only eight of these 10 districts were
reviewed and to this date, not one semblance of aflirmative action has
been taken against any of these districts.

I submit tﬁat HEW'’s poor record of employment and its almost
complete neglect to take action in the area of Mexican American
discrimination is a direct violation of the express intent and desire
of the Civil Rights Act itself, and of the fifth and 14 amendments
to the U.S. Constitution.

This committee should reguest an immediate plan from the Secre-
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tary of HEW calling for steps to correct the above situation with

no further delay.
(The documents referred to follow:)

“IN MEMORIAM"
LIC. GUSTAVO O. GARCIA

The American GI Forum has dedicated@ this second reproduction of “The
Hernandez Case” to the memory of one of the greatest civil rights leaders of
this century who in passing away has left us, the Mexican Americans, a legacy
and responsibility that we must never forget or shirk!

This case is now a high mark in the progress of the Mexican Americans in
attaining tirst class citizenship that had for too long been denied them.

“The Hernandez Case” seeked equality under the Anglo-Saxon-American SyS-
tem of jurisprudence. This was a class action in behalf of the Mexican Ameri-

can class (member of the Caucasian race). This case had to be won. since:

in over 70 counties of the 254 in Texas, no Mexican Americans were ever al-
lowed to serve in the Petit Juries, Grand Juries, or Jury Commissions.

On May 3, 1954, the Supreme Court of the United States in a unanimous
decision decided that the exclusion of Mexican Americans from such Juries
was unconstitutional and illegal.

In this, one of the most brilliant victories ever won by Mexican Americans,
the leading counsel was Attorney Gustavo C. Garcia, the other Attorneys
were: Carlos Cadena, John J. Herrera, James De Anda, Cristobal Aldrete, and
Maury Maverick, Jr.

The American GI Forum was proud to participate in this case both with
furnishing some of the counselors and also in raising a great amount of the
money that was necessary to present this case in Washington, D.C.

Since January 10, 1949, when we buried Felix Longoria our world war II
hero in Arlington National Cemetery, we have constantly worked in eradicating
all prejudice and discrimination against our people.

Today, March 28, 1970, the American GI Forum is still in the front work-
ing for the improvement of our people. And today we still remember and honor
“Gustavo C. Garcia” as one of tlie greatest leaders of this country.

Dr. HEcTOR P. GARCIA,
Founder, GI Forum of the United States.

SupREME Courr oF THE UNITED STATES

No. 406—October Term, 1953
Peter Hernandez, Petitioner

v.
The State of Texas.

On Writ of Certiorari to the Court of Criminal Appeals of.the State of Texas.
(May 3, 1854.)

Mr. Cuier JusTicE WARREN delivered the opinion of the Court.

The petitioner, Pete Hernandez, was indicted for the murder of one Joe
Espinosa by a grand jury in Jackson County, Texas. He was convicted and sen-
tenced to life imprisonment. The Texas Court of Criminal Appeals affirmed the
Judgment of the trial Court. —— Tex. Crim. Rep. , 251 8.W. 2d 531. Prior
to the trial, the petitioner, by his counsel offered timely motions to quash
the indictment and the jury panel. He alleged that persons of Mexican descent
were systematically excluded from service as jury commissioners,® grand

1Texas law provides that each term of court, the judge shall appoint three to five
jury commissioners, Phe judge Instructs these commissioners ns to their duties. After
taking an oath that they will not knowingly select a grand juror they believe nnfit or
ungualified, the commissioners retire to a room in the courthounse where they select from
the county assessment role the names of 16 grand jurors from different parts of the
county. These names are Plnced in a sealed envelope and delivered to the clerk. Thirty
days before court meets, the clerk delivers a co&v of the 1ist to the sheriff who summons
the jurors. Vernon’s Tex. Code Crlm. Proc., 1948, Arts. 333-350.

The general jury panel {s also selected by the jury commission. Vernon’s Tex. Civ.
Stat.. 1942, Art. 2107. In capital cases. a special venire mmay be selected from the list
furnished by the commissloners. Vernon’s Tex. Code Crim. Proc. 1948, Art, 592.

L R
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jurors and petit jurors, although there were such persons fully qualified to
serve residing in Jackson County. The petitioner asserted that exclusion of
this class deprived him, as a member of the class, of the equal protection of
the laws zuaranteed by the Fourteenth Amendment of the Constitution. After
a4 heariug, the trial court denied the motions. At the trial, the motions were
renewsd, further evidence taken, and the piotions again denied. An allegation
that the trial court erred in denying the motions was the scle basis of peti-
tioner's appeal. In affirming the judgment of the trial court, the Texas Court
of Criminal Appeals considered and passed upon the substantial federal
question raised by the petitioner. We granted a writ of certiorari to review
that decision. 346 U.S. 811. .

In numerous decisions, this Court has held that it is a deuial of the equal
protection of the 1aws to try a dependent of a Darticular race or color under 4n
indictment issued by a grand jury, or before a petit jury, from which all
persons of his race or color have, solely because of that race or color, been
excluded by the State, whether acting through its legislature, its courts, or
its executive or administrative officers.” Although the Court has had little oc-
casion ‘0 rule on the question directly, it has been recognized since “Strauder
v. Virginia,” 100 U.S. 303, that the exclusion of a class of persons from jury
service on grounds other than race or color may also deprive a defenduant who
is a member of that class of the constitutional guarantee of equal protection
of the laws.® The State of Texas would have us hold that there are only two
classes—white and Negro—within the contemplation of the Fourteenth Amend-
ment. The decision of this Court do not support the view.* And, except where
the question presented involves the exclusion of persons of Mexican descent
from juries,® Texas courts have taken a broader view of the scope of the
equal protection clause.’

Throughout our history differences in race and color have defined easily
identifiable groups which have at times required the aid of the courts in
securing equal treatment under the laws. But community prejudices are not
static, and from time to time other differences from the commnunity norm may
define other groups which need the same protection. Whether such a group
exists within a community is a question of fact. When the existence of a
distinct class is demonstrated, and it is further shown that the laws, as
written or as applied, single out that class for different treatment not based
on some reasonable classification, the guarantees of the Constitution have
been violated. The Fourteenth Amendment js not directed solely against dis-
crimination due to “two-class theory”—that is, based upon differences hetween

““white” and Negro.

As the petitioner acknowledges, the Texas system of selecting grand and
petit jurors by the use of jury commissions is fair on its face and capable of
being utilized Without discrimination.” But as this Court has held, the system
is susceptible to abuse and can be employed in a discriminatory manner.® The
‘exclusion of otherwise eligible persons from jury service solely because of their

:ancestry or national origin is discrimination prohibited by the Fourteenth

Amendment. The Texas statute makes no such discrimination, but the petitioner
.nlleges that those administering the law do.

The petitioners initial burden in substantiating his charge of giroup dis-
erimination was to prove that persons of Mexican descent constitute a separate
class in Jackson County, distinct from “whites.”® One method 'y which this

28ee Carter v. Texns, 177 U.S. 442, 447, -

4“Nor if a law should be passed excluding all naturalized Celtlc Irishmen {from jury
service]. would there be any doubt of its inconsistency with the spirit of the amend-
ment.” 100 U.S.. at 308. Cf. Amerlcan Sugar Refining Co. v. Louisiana, 170 U.S, 89, 92.

4See Traux v. Raich, 23D U.S, 33; Taknhaski v. Fish & Game Commission, 334 U.S.
410. Cf. Hirabayashi v. Unlted States, 320 U.S. 81, 100 “Distinctions between citizens
sclely because of their ancestry are by their very nature odious to a free people whose
institutions sre founded upon the doctrine of equality.”

5 Sanchez _v. State, 147 Tex. Crim. Rep. 436, 181 S.W. 2nd 87: Salazar v. State. 149
Tex. Crim. Rep. 260, 193 8. W. 2nd 211; Sanchez v. State, 243 S.W. 2d 700.

¢In Juarez v. State, 102 Tex, Crim. Rep. 297, 277 S.W, 1091, the Texas court_held
that the systematic exclusion of Roman Catholics from juries was barred by the Four-
teenth Amendment. In Clifton v. Puente. 218 S.W. 2d 272, the Texas court ruled that
restrictive covenants prohibiting the sale of land to persons of Mexican descent were
unenforeeable,

7 Smith v, Texas, 311 U.S, 128, 130,

8 Smith v. Texas, supra, Note 7; Hill v. Texas, 316 U.S. 400; Cassell v. Texas, 330
U.S. 282; Ross v. Texas, 341 U.S. 918.

® We 9 not have before us the question whether or not the Court might take judicial
notice that persons of Mexican descent are these conglidered ap a_separate class. See
lt\«iurd[;mft lt\lnén?r:ties in American Society; McDonagh & Richards, Ethnic Relations in

e Unite ntes. .
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may be demonstrated is by showing the attitude of the community. Here the
testimony of responsible officials and citizens contained the admission that
residents of the community distinguished between “white” and ‘“Mexican.” The
participation of persons of Mexican descent in business and community groups
was shown to be slight. Until very recent times, children of Mexican descent
were required to attend a segregated school for the first four grades® At
least one restaurant in town prominently displayed a sign announcing “No
Mexicans Served.” On the courthouse grounds at the time of the hearing, there
were two men’s toilets, one unmarked, and the other marked ‘Colored Men"
and “Hombres Aqui” (“Men Here”). No substantial evidence was offered to
rebut the logical inference to be drawn from these facts, and it must be
concluded that the petitioner succeeded in his proof. .

Having established the existence of a class, petitioner was then charged with
the burden of proving diserimination. To do so, lie relied on the pattern of
proof established by “Norris v. Alabama, 294 U.S. 587. In that case proof that
Negroes constituted a substantial segment of the population of the jurisdiction,
that some Negroes were qualified to serve as jurors, and that none had been
called for jury service over an extended period of time, was held to constitute
prima facie proof of the systematic exclusion of Negroes from jury service. Thiy
holding, sometimes called the ‘“‘rule of exclusion,” has been applied in other
cases,” and it is available in supplying proof of discrimination against de-
lineated class.

The petitioner established that 14 percent of the population of Jackson
County were persons with Mexican or Latin American surnames, and that 11
percent of the males over 21 bore such names.” The County Tax As:essor testi-
fied that 6 or 7 percent of the freeholders on the tax rolls of the County were
persons of Mexican descent. The State of Texas stipulated that ‘“for the last
twenty-five years there is no record of any person with a Mexican or Latin
American name. having served on a jury commission, grand jury or petit jury
in Jackson County.”*® The parties also stipulated that ‘‘there are some male
persons of Mexican or Latin American descent in Jackson County who, by
virtue of being citizens, freeholders, and liaving all other legal prerequisites to
jury service, are eligible to serve as members of a jury commission, grand jury
and/or petit jury.” ™

'he petitioner met tlte burden of proof imposed in “Norris v. Alabama, supra.”
To rebut the strong prima facie case of the denial of equal protection of the
laws guaranteed by the constitution thus established, the State offered the
testimony of five jury commissioners that they had not discriminated against
persons of Mexican or Latin American descent in selecting jurors. They stated
that their only objective had been to select those whom they thought were
best qualified. This testimiony is not enough to overcome the petitioner’s case.
As the Court said in “Norris v. Alabama :”

“Phat showing as to the long-continued exclusion of Negroes from jury
service, and as to the many Negroes qualified for that service, could not be
me¢ by niere generalities. If, in the presence of such testimony as defendant
adduced, the mere general assertions by officials of their performance of duty
were to be accepted as an adequate justification for the complete exclusion
of Negroes from jury service, the constitutional provision . . . would be but a
vain and illusory requirement.” *®

10 The reason given by the school superintendent for this segregation was that these
children needed speclal help In learning English. In this speclal school, however, each
teacher taught two grad2s. while in the regular school each taught only one In most
lnit{mces. Most of the children of Mexican descent left school by the fifth or sixth
grade.

11 See note 8, supra.

12 The 1950 census report shows that of the 12,916 residents of Jackson County,
1.865. or about 14?; had Mexlean or Latin Anjerlean surnames. U.S. Census of Popu-
latlon, 1950, Vol. II, pt. 43, p. 180; id,, Vol. IV, Pt. 3, ¢. C. P. 45. Of these 1,8Q5.
1.738 were native born American citizens and 65 were naturalized cicizens. Id., Vol. IV,
gt. 3, ¢. C. p. 45. Of the 3,754 males over 21 years of nge In_the County, 408, or abaut

19 had Spanish surnames. Id., Vol. II, pt. 43 p, 180; 1d., Vol. IV, pt. 3, ¢. C. p. 67.
The State challenges any rellance on names as showing the descent of persons In the

ounty. However, just as persons of a different race are distinglushed Ey color. these
Spanish names provide ready identification of the members of this clasd. In selecting
juﬁ)ﬁi. 9l‘:‘llle jury commissions vrork from a list of names.

1R, 55. The partles also stipulated that there were no persons of Mexican or Latin
American descent on the list of talesmen. R. 83. Each item of each stipulation was
umg)lzs;] ;utgnsorteg 51378 the testimony adduced at the hearing.
S, a .
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The same reasoning is applicable to these facts.

Circumstances or chance may well dictate that no persons in a cert-ni‘n
class will serve on a particular jury or during some particular period. But it
taxes our credulity to say that mere chance resulted in there being no mem-
bers of this class among the over six thousand jurors called in the past 25
yeers. The result bespeaks discrimination, whether or not it was a conscious
decision on the part of any individual jury commissioner. The judgment of
conviction must be reversed.

To say that this decision revives the rejected contention that the Fourteenth
Amendment requires proportional representation of all the competent ethnic
groups of the community on every jury ™ ignores the facts. The petitioner did
not seek proportional representation, nor did he claim a right to have persons
of Mexican descent sit on the particular juries which he faced.” His only
claim is the right to be indicted and tried by juries from which all members
of his class are not systematically excluded— juries selected from among all
qualified persons regardless of national origin or descent. To this much, he is
eutitled by the Constitution,

Reversed.

[From the Houston Chronicle, Aug. 16, 1970]

ScHoors CoNSIDER PLEA BY CHICANOS
(By Stan Redding)

¢ George Oser, a member of the Houston School Board, said Saturday the
N board recognizes the “special problems” of Mexican-Americans in the schools
and is “doing what is possible to meet these problems.”
The Mexican-American Legal Defense Fund Friday filed an amicus curiae
: (friend of the court) brief with the U.8. Fifth Circuit Court asking that the
( disputed Houston school desegregation plan take into account the Mexican-
B American students.
: CORRECT DISPOSITION

“We want to know where we stand,” said Abraham Ramirez, Jr., one of three
lawyers representing the fund.

“For irstance, if a school is to have 555 Negroes and 395 whites, we want
to know—whites or Mexican-Americans?”

Ramirez said more than 13 percent of the Houston schools student population
is composed of Mexican-Americans, and the factor is “central to a correct
disposition of the lawsuit.”

Ramirez and the other two attorneys, Mario Obledo and Alan Exelrod of
San Antonio, contend none of the desegregation plans before federal courts
here take into account the Mexican-American minority.

ADDITIONAL HEARINGS

“It is the position in this brief that the Mexican-American is a distinct,
jdentifiable minority group; that he has suffered discrimination in schools
throughout the Southwest; and that the conditions existing in other parts
of Texas exist in the iYouston Independent School District,” the brief says.

The brief offers no specified desegregation plan but asks that the present
plan before the Fifth Court be remanded for “additional hearings.”

The present plan, a zoning plan providing that students attend the schools
nearest their home and that the schools have a 66-34 white-Negro teacher ratio,
is on appeal.

BOARD'S ATTITUDE

The National Assn. for the Advancement of Colored People legal Defense
Fund and the U.S. Justice Department have asked the Fifth Circuit court to
reverse the plan, ordered by federal Judge Ben C. Connally.

“The housing pattern in Houston is not helpful at all in the present plan,”
said Ramirez, “Under the zoning plan, Mexican-Americans and Negroes will
be going to the same schools,” ’

19 See Akins v. Texas, 325 U.S. 398, 403; Cassell v. Texas, 339 U.S. 282, 286-287.
17 Bee Akins v. Texas, supra, note 16, at 403.
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Oser said he was not answering the brief but was speaking only in reference
to the school board’s attitude in the issues. .

“We are a long way from meeting all the needs of the Mexican-American
ethnic group in our schools, but the aim of ihe board is to become more fully
informed of these needs and do what is possible to meet them,” said Oser.

“The board has always recognized that special problems of the Mexican-
American ethnic group and has acted possibly more slowly than the seriousness
of the problem demands.

“But we have, in fact, sought to solve the special problems of the Mexican-
American, especially the problem of the language barrier. Next year, for in-
stance, we will introduce a bilingual program in 14 elementary schools.”

Oser said 22 Houston elementary schools have a student population of 55
percent or more Mexican-Americans.

“We are very cognizant of the serious dropout rate among the Mexican-
American group, primarily due to the language barrier,” said Oser.

RACIAL COMPOSITION

“This is due primarily to the paucity of Mexican-American or bilingual
teachers and counselors, and the district is actively engaged in a recruiting
program to help overcome the problem,” Oser said.

The fund’s brief charges that the Houston schools’ own statistical records
“show black-white integration has meant, in reality, the placing of the black
and the Mexican-American together.”

The brief contains the Houston school campus report for the academic year
1969, describing the racial and ethnic composition of all the Houston Schools.

Citing the district’s own figures for the past school year, the brief gives
this enrollment breakdown: 124,451 Anglo, 79,043 black and 31.605 Mexican-
American students.

COMBINED FIGURES

For elementary schools, the report shows 201,932 Mexican-Amer - an students
out of a total of 137,562 in the district, or 15 percent. The brief says 9,243
of the 20,932 Mexican-American students attended schools where over 70 percent
of the student body was Mexican-American.

“This figure was determined by adding together the number of Mexican-
American students attending schools enrolling over 70 percent siudents of
Mexican-American descent: Burnet, 972, students; Cleveland, 213; Crockett,
373; DeZavala, 746 ; Dow, 434; Elliot, 929; Franklin, 1352; Lamar, 1050; Lee,
312; Loostah, 825; Pugh, 721; Rusk, 582; and Sherman, 844, the brief outlines.

In the senior high schools, the brief maintains, during the 1969-70 ucademic
year, 2274 black students attended schools that enrolled more than 2 percent
nonblack, citing the schools and Negro enrollment: Austin, 30; Bellaire, 11;
Lee, 35; Madison, 54; Milby, 32; Reagan, 57; San Jacinto, 1224; Sterling, 96;
Waltrip, 16; Westbury, 2, and Sharpstown, 26.

“Of these 2274 (black students), 1522 attended schools where the mosi popu-
lous group was the Mexican-American, Davis High School, and San JYacinto
High School,” the brief states.

“The same proposition holds true for the junior high schools. A total of
3586 black students attended junior high schools which have more than 2
percent nonblack.”

The brief lists these schools, and negro enrollment, as Black, 40; Burbank,
42; Deady, 115; Dowling, 125; Edison, 45; Fondren, 22; Fonville, 7; Furr,
200; Hamilton, 154 ; Hartman, 139; Henry, 5; Hogg, 68; Jackson, 13; Johnson,
2; Lanier, 162 ; Long, 24; Marshall, 506 ; McReynolds, 994 ; Pershing, 6; Rogers,
11; San Jacinto, 163; Scarborough, 13; Sharpstown, 142; Thomas, 480, and
George Washington, 107.

“Of these 3586 (black students), 45 percent, or 1652 attend predominantly
Mexican-American schools,” which the brief identifies as Edison, Marshall,
McReynolds and George Washington.

“In both senior and junior high schools,” the brief says, “Mexican-Ameri-
cans comprise only 11 percent of the school population.”

The brief notes that the statistics refer to the 1969-70 school year, and adds:

“What the result will be for the coming year (under the new integration
plan) is unknown.

“What is known is that Mexican-American and black neighborhoods are in
close proximity so that the natural result of the district’s plan would be to
mix the two minority groups with few Anglos attending those schools.”

46-125—T1.—pt. 4 12
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The brief says the Mexican-American Legal Defense Fund currently repre-
sents plaintiffs in school desegregation litigation in Sonora, Texas, New Braun-
fels, Texas, and Glendale, Ariz, which raise issues similar to those here.

The first desegregation case in which a federal court decreed that Mexican-
Americans are a distincet ethnic group was one involving the Corpus Christl
school district.

In that case, U.S. Dist. Judge Woodrow Seals of Houston spelled out this
distinction in ordering the district to integrate its 21.700 ‘Mexican-American
students with 21,800 white and 2500 black students.

Senator Moxpare, Thank vou very much for a most impressive
statement, coming. as it does, from one with unique experience in the
aren of discrimination as it affects Mexican Americans in the public
schools of this country.

JUSTICE AND MEXICAN DISCRIMINATION

Did the regional office in which you worked include States other
than Texas?

Mr. VeLa. Yes, sir. It included the States of New Mexico, Okla-
homa, Arkansas, and Louisiana. I might add to that, Senator, that
when I left, no action had been taken in any other region.

In the northern regions, no action has been taken against school
districts. The only region they would have taken action in the Mexican
American area would have been our area.

Senator MoxnarLe. To your knowledge, has the Justice Department
ever brought a lawsuit for discrimination against Mexican Americans?

i Mr. Vera. The first suit in which this was done was in the case of
Sonora, Tex. They actnally intervened in that suit.

Senator Moxpare. They didn’t institute that lawsuit, but rather
intervened after it had been brought?

Mr. Veca, That is correct.

MEXICAN AMERICANS: EXTENT OF SEGREGATION

Senator MoxparLr. The Civil Rights Commission, I understand, has
data which shows that over 0.5 million Mexican American students
in the Southwest attend schools which are 80- to 100-percent
minority. , '

Would you feel those figures constitute a fair characterization of
the extent to which ethnic isolation affects Mexican Americans?

Mr. Veva. I think that is fairly accurate, Senator. I might add
that, for instance, taking San Antonio, we reviewed the San Antonio
- Independent School District, which is only one district of 15 in that
g area around San Antonio.

The reason we reviewed San Antonio was because that school dis-
3 trict had, I believe at that time, 10 Negro schools. Othcrivise, we
wouldn’t have even gone into San Antonio.

g Senator MoxpaLE. Did you resign because of a preference for pri-
vate practice or because of frustration? N

Mr. Vera. First of all, I have two brothers that practice law in
the lower valley, and they had a rather substantial case which would
have taken them away from their business for some 6 to 8 months.
They offered to pay iy expenses and gave me a share of that case.
It is a contested will case. I have been considering that.
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I must admit that T was frustrated with the lack of action by the
regional office. T would say it was one of the reasons that I resigned.

BILINGUAL EDUCATION

Senator Moxpare. T think you said that there arc several schools
which refuse to offer bilingual education courses. I understand
Uvalde, Tex., has yet to apply for title 4 bilingual education money.
But aren’t there cases where, in addition to the lack of adequate
federal funding we face the problem that many local school distriects
do not believe in teaching bilingual education courses? Can yon
respond to that? :

Mr. VELA. Yes. Also, in Texas, at one time, there was a law which
prohibited the unse of the Spanish language in instrnction in Texas.
That was at one time. This has since been eliminated.

Senator Moxpare. But is resistance to bilingual education still
widespread as a matter of policy?

Mr. Vera. T would say that it is.

Senator Moxparn. Senator Javits.

Senator Javrrs. I just have one question. T am very interested in
the bilingual education program, and, as Senator Yarborough noted.
we do our utmost to promote it and to get money for it.

SEGREGATION : MEXICAN AMERICANS VERSUS BLACKS

What I would like to ask you is this: From your experience, can
you highlight for us the differences between discrimination against
blacks and against Chicanos? '

I am not asking you about Puerto Ricans, because that is out of
your competence. I suppose there are very few in Texas. Tf you wish
to include Puerto Ricans, however, it is fine with me.

Myr. VeLa. First of all, let me say this, Senator: Historically, the
blacks and the browns, as we are sometimes referred, really had the
sitme kind of segregation practiced in the State of Texas as against
them.

.On the one case, yon had a law segregating the blacks. On the
other case, you had a permissive policy by the State Education
Agency permitting the segregation of Mexican Americans.

The real sad thing about this was that, generally, they just segre-
gated them in elementary schools, and they really didn’t care
whether a child passed the elementary grades and went into high
school or not.

So your actual segregation was the same but you had the addi-
tional problem for the Mexican American of the language barrier.
Of course, this caused many of the students to be put mto lower
tracing systems, into special education classes, based on English lan-
guage tests, an abnormally high number in many areas.

In other words, the Mexican American didn’t have his high schocl
in many areas, he didn’t have his college. Consequently, you didn’t
have your teacher, you didn’t have your bilingual person there. This
was really the basic difference, I would say, historically. I think the
vestiges arve still there today. )

There is an abysmally small number of qualified teaching per-
sonnel available because of this past history.
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I don’t want to diminish the diserimination as practiced against
the Negro. because I also reviewed districts in Louisiana and in
Arkansas. I saw the facilities and the inadequacies of that educa-
tion. But they did have their college and they did have their high
school.

Senator Javits. That is why they had the teachers.

Mr. Vera. Right sir, But I would also point this out to this com-
miftee: If a close eye isu’t kept on what will happen, the Negro is
going to end up in the same situation as the Mexican American is
in today with respect to teachers.

Senator Javirs. Why?

Mr. Vera. As districts have been desegregating, they have just
been eliminating Negro teachers. Of course, I wasn’t asked to testify
with respect to that area, but I could tell you a few stories on what
HEW failed to do in that area.

Senator Javrrs. So in your case, in the case of the Mexican Ameri-
can, through the absence of higher education facilities, and in the
case of the Negro through discrimination against the Negro who has
had the berefit of higher education, you see the same result occurring.

Mr. Vera. In other words, while the Negro had his high school
and his college, they were inferior.

COMPLIANCE

Senator Javits. Apparently, one gathers from what you say that
the vestiges are disappearing so there must be some improvement.
How is that improvement accomplished ? '

Mr. Vera. Senator, Dr. Garcia has been in this battle as founder
of the American GI Forwn since 1946. Part of his testimony will
entail how he started to battle way back in 1946, He had comething
to do with the Delgado case, with the Corpus Christi case, his GI
Forum did.

Maybe I should let the Doctor tell you how some of these vestiges
have been eliminated. .

Senator Javits. Do you want to say anything about it before we

et to him?

Mr. Vera. Well, I would like to say this: It is true that slowly but
surely, and to a large extent because of the efforts of the Doctor,
many segregated schools have been eliminated.

The ultimate vestige of that is that you have segregated classes
in many areas.

Number two is that they really didn’t eliminate their system,
Senator. What they did was they had their Mexican school here and,
of course, the Mexican population produces quite efficiently.

As the population spread, they didn’t eliminate their old Mexican
school. They just permitteé Mexican Americans to go to the next
schools. But ultimately, you still have high concentrations of Mexi-
can Americans. Perhaps this is the reason for the high percentage
that I believe Senator Mondale mentioned a while ago. But they
never really eliminated the system its.if.

Senator }Avrrs. ‘Was much accomplished by litigation?

Mr. Vera. Yes, I would say so. It was through the Delgado de-
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cision that I believe the Doctor was able to go through a lot of these
cistricts and was able to get them to eliminate their Mexican schools.

Selnntor Javirs. I will not detain the Doctor. Thank you very
much.

Senator Moxpare. I have just one point. In light of the seriousness
of these conclusions, I think it would be a good 1dea if the committee
were to write the appropriate agencies and subdepartments and ask
for their response to the absence of Mexican Americans in top policy
positions, and the lack of enforcement policies as well. I think the
record should have their response. This 1s very serious.

Senator Javrrs. The chairman has already talked with me about
this and I have agreed to join with the chairman in his request.

Senator Monpare. 1 will ask the staff to prepare a suggested letter
for us to the appropriate agencies.

Dr. Garcia, we are delighted to have you again with us today.

STATEMENT OF DR. HECTOR GARCIA, FOUNDER, AMERICAN GI
FORUM, AND FORMER U.S. AMBASSADOR TO THE U.N.

Dr. Garora. Senator Mondale, Senator Javits, ladies and gentle-
men of the press, and the rest of the people who are here today:
First, I wish to thank you for inviting me to participate in this very
serious matter involving the Mexican American educational process,
or should I say its abuses. Certainly, I wish to compliment the Senate
Select Committee on Equal Education, for holding this hearing.

I would like to make one addition to my introduction. I was a
former member of the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, the first
Mexican American so appointed. A fter a short brief tenure of 1 year,
I was let out.

I merely say that for the purpose of pointing out that the U.S.
Commission on Civil Rights hts done a magnificent and tremendous
work in bringing to the attention of Government in Washington, and
supposedly the news media, the sad and serious plight of the Mexi-
can Americans. They have published certain information and docu-
ments that I would like to leave with Igfou. The commission has pub-
lished the San Antonio hearings on December 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14,
1968. Printed in a blue volume that I couldn’t carry, since I had
enough to carry already.

The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights has published “Strangers
in One’s Land.”* They also published a Civil Rights Digest,! and
it deals specifically with the problems of the Mexican Americans.

Then they have also published a pamphlet “Civil Rights in
Texas.”*

Senator MoxpaLe. We will include those documents in onr official
record at the conclusion of your remarks.

Dr. Garcia. Thank you.

Tomorrow, the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights is coming out
with a very important publication called “The United States Com-
mission on Civil Rights, Mexican American Education Study.”

From what I can gather, the publications certainly prove all of
these things that have been said at your hearing.

1 These publications ean be found in committee files.
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I am here officially as founder of the American GI Forum of the
United States, a national Mexican American veterans’ family orga-
nization with membership in 26 States.

We have here our map to show you where we have contacts in
over 26 States. We are, of conrse, those Mexican American people
who have fonght the wars for this country, and those people who
are dying ont of proportions in the battlefields, and those people
who are still patient enough to believe that the democratic system
must work for us sometime. Although today we don’t even see the
beginning of the tunnel, mnch less the end of it.

MEXICAN AMERICANS : DISCRIMINATION AND SEGREGATION

In answer to certain points that have been bronght up, I wish to
say that first and foremost, we must clarify this type of prejudice
involving Mexican Americans, which is a rarity, a unique plenome-
non, in the evolution and history of this country.

‘ This is a “historical prejudice,” Senator Mondale and Senator

: Javits. We have to understand how it developed. We have to under-

stand that previous to 1836, the Sonthwest was a part of Spain and

; later it became a part of Mexico. In 1836, Texas went through a

v revolution that was a joint effort of both Mexican Americans and

Texans, in spite of the perverted historical written word. In 1845,

Texas became a State, a member of the United States. Previous to

1836, Mexican Americans and Anglo-Americans were working to-

ether and fighting together against the oppressive tactics of dictator
anta Anna, m Mexico.

There were a lot of intermarriages between these groups, including
James Bowie, Jeff Smith, Capt. William Cooke, and Phillip Dom-
mitt who all married Mexican females!

The Alamo was also defended by Mgxican Americans. They fought
together with Anglo Texans.

On April 21, 1886, the battle of San Jacinto was fought and won
which included one company of Mexican Americans. The idea that
the Alamo did not have a messenger was not. the trnth, because one
of the last messengers was Captain Juan Seguin. Seguin on May 30,
1836, was promoted and became a Lt. Colonel in the Texas Militia.

On June 4, 1836, Seguin became the first Mexican American to
be Mayor of (Texan) San Antonio. So yon see up to that time we
had something going for us in Texas,

Our demise%aegan in 1845 when the United States, nnder the James
Polk Presidential “Doctrine on Manifest Destiny,” had to have a
“canse celebre”. Since we wanted the northwestern part of Mexice
to become part of the United States, and Pres. Polk then came out
with his “Manifest Destiny.” I don’t know who manifested it. Bnt
I can tell you who got the end resnlt of the Manifest Destiny. The
ones who got the result of the destiny were the Mexican Americans
and this led in 1846 to the Mexican American War and the beginning
of our exploitation.

As a result of this, Texas set up a segregated educational system
in Texas which later extended to all the Southwest and became prev-

alent against Mexican Americans, Senator Mondale and Senator
Javits.

Let me tell you, the Texas system of education never intended to
actually edncate the Mexican Aniericans. Texas never intended that

T
n e Gy i o SV 084 LA s AR T S Sy 4RI SRSt G e S 5,

e

E

Aruitoxt provided by Eric
r

E



R IR S R D T e oy gy TR VTR

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

2567

Mexican Americans should go to school. 'This is fantastic but it was
true then and it is still partially true today.

As flgo on, I will develop this theme with evidence as it de-
veloped.

0113 March 2, 1836. in the Texas Declaration of Independence, the
main grievances of Texans and Mexican Americans against Mexico,
were: First, that Mexico had failed and refused to sccure on a firm
basis the right of trial by jury, “that Palladium of civil liberty and
only safe guarantee for the life, liberty and prosperity of the citizens.

Another grievance was: “Mexico had failed to establish any public
system of education, although possessed of almost houndless resources
(that is, the publiec domain} and although it is an axiom in political
science that unless a people are educated and enlightened, it is idle
to expect the continuance of civil liberty in the capacity for self-
government,

They complained about the Mexican military, thav talked about
being quartered in their houses and being tyraimical. Then the hate
against us started. By 1843, we knew we wanted the Northwest
Mexican Territory. We had to make a “cause celebre.” We had to
have a scapegoat. This is where history was perverted and distorted,
by making the Texas revolution completely an English, Anglo fight
against Mexicans, when it was never so. We became the scapegoats.
We became the “hate symbol.”

So when we changed the Alamo and San Jacinto story, we also
set up the school system in Texas, set up not as a dual or separate
system. Texas set up “no system” for education for the Mexican
Amecrican children. It lasted close to 100 years.

This hate against us was brought out again in March 1837, when
a colonel who had been' recently promoted to general, called Gen.
Felix Huston, came into San Antonio and told the mayor of San
Antonio, Juan Seguin, who was a colonel, to burn all of San Antonio
and to move all of those Mexican families east of the Brazos River.

This has been quoted in the Texas history books as the beginning
of the “anti-Mexican feeling and sentiment.”

STATE LAWS: TEXAS

It has been brought wut time and time again as to what is the
legality of school discrimination and segregation against Mexican
American children, Article VII, Section I of the Texas Constitution
merely makes the following observation on this education of the
citizens, that the people of Texas are obligated to educate the Span-
ish-speaking people, but article VII, section I, says that a general
diffusion of knowledge being essential to the preservation of the
liberties #nd rights of the people, it shall be the duty of the legisla-
ture of the State to establish and make suitable provisions for the
support and maintenance of an efficient system of public, free schools.

Article VII says on this, that there will be separate schools for
tlie white and the colored.

Of course, we were always white, legally we were white, but it
didn’t make any difference. That is also the question. It makes no
difference what the Civil Rights Act says. It makes no difference
what the Constitution says. It makes no difference what the written
word says. It is the spoken word. It is the overt act that matters.
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As T say. we are here to appeal to von to do something to put an
end to this horrible exploitation and abuse of our people.

As has been brought out. I have been involved in fighting school
segregation in Texas and the Sonthwest since 1946.

We had scveral cases already mentioned, the Westminister case in
Orange County, Calif., in 1946, and then we went into Mathis.

Here I am going to show you why we don’t go to school. Why is it
that we have a different school system?

SCHOOL FACILITIES : MEXICAN AMERICAN

I will ask Carlos to help me in a survey that T did. T will show you
briefly the “Mexican school.” *

Another pictire of the same “Mexican school.”

You see. Senator. all of such schools were desighated as “Mexican.”
What set it apart? Tt was always a creck. a ditch, a highway, a
crack. a road. Every community in the Southwest thusly and in
Texas. had a “little Mexico.” and these schools that were set aside
were called “Mexican schools,” This is recorded in the minutes of
many school board meetings they had at that time, prior to 1950.
Mathis was a “Mexican school.”

Here is another pictnre of the school. Here is a picture of one of
the schoolrooms in Mathis, Tex.. Mathis being the place where Dr.
Fred Logan. Jr., was recently killed, because of his efforts to help
the Mexican American people.

Here is a picture of a horrible restroom. I guess this is the only
time anyone has been permitted to introduce filthy pictures as evi-
dence before this committee.

Here again is the school restroom in the Mexiean school. You see
nothing there except newspaper and feces. This is fantastic.

Here is another picture of the outside. If you can come inside yvou
see it overflowing with feces. on the outside it’s the same.

Here vou have a brick, wonderful. magnificent castle, which is
“the American school.,” This is the school in Mathis Tex., which a
few days ago was devastated by hurricane Celia. Because of the
respect for your committee and for you, I have come here. T left
my people suffering from Celia and came to ask you to continue to
help us with the cdncational problems of my people.

Here is another school in Sandia, Tex., in 1948. Here is the schooi’s
open-pit privy. It is open on top, on the sides, practically everywhere.
It really is “an open privy.”

Here is the Sandia Mexican school—a picture of it. You can see
through it because the windows are broken. You can see under it
because the floor is rotten. You can sec light at the top because the
roof is leaking.

Here is a picture of the beautiful, clean, modern, Ameriean school.

Here is the Orange Grove School. Here is the Mexican school’s
restroom.

Here are the Mexican schools—these pictures are horrible.

Here is the American school—a beautiful job, a brick job. Both
the Orange Grove-American elementary and high schools.

1The pictures shown at today’s hearing are unavailable for insertion in the record.
They are in the possession of Hector P. Garcia, M.D,, 1315 Bright Street, Corpus Christf,

Tex.
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But things were not as bad for the chickens because the chickens
would have good, clean lousing. This is a picture of a chicken farm
close to this school area. Chickens would have lights in their coops.
They would get water in their coops. They would get feed in their
coops, and the floors would be cement. But not so for Mexican
American school children.

So sometimes it hias been said that perhaps it wonld be better to
have been chicken-hearted than Mexican-hearted because you got
more attention.

Senator Moxnare. The doctors went to Hidalgo County and re-
ported these incredibly awful health problems. We checked and the
migrant health budget for that county is $600,000. The Federal
animal health budget is $5.5 million for that county—~for 1970. That
is, I repeat, $5.5 million for animal health and $600,000 for human
health. Tt is one of the largest migrant counties in the country.

Dr. Garcia. Here is a picture I took of five labor camps in the
Mathis area. Here is an open-pit privy road, with a great number
of them falling down.

AMind vou, these are labor camps. Here is one that has a sign
“Ladies Only,” and evidently not even a lady could go in there
because it was falling down and was open.

I made a survey of such schools between the period 1948 and 1950.
I made a survey of Mathis, Bishop, Robstown, George West, Grange
Grove, Driscoll, Sinton, Taft, Edcouch, Three Rivers, Encinal, Bee-
ville, Rio Hondo, and Del Rio, Tex.

On September 13, 1950, I went again into Robstown, George West,
Mathis, Riviera, Gonzales, Driscoll, Sinton, Taft, and Bishop—in-
cidently Bishop finally supposedly ended their segregation about
9 or 3 weeks ago—Idcouch, Beeville, Sonora, Marathon, Pecos, Lub-
bock, Abilene, Seguin, Nixon, Edinburg, McAllen, and Rock Springs.

Carlos Vela mentioned Pecos, Tex. He also mentioned Sonora. We
have asked for an investigation since 1948 and I have a report for
the record. However, no one put an end to segregation there. When
are we going to de it?

COURTS : MEXICAN AMERICAN DISCRIMINATION

We are only going to do it, Senator, when you get HEW people
to do something. I ask does the U.S. Constitution apply to Mexican
Americans also?

Do civil rights apply to Mexican Americans?

Are Mexican Americans citizens of this country or supposedly just
volunteers for Vietnam?

But we continued to try to end school segregation. We went ahead
and fought the case of AMlinerva Delgado v. the Bastrop School Dis-
trict of Texas in 1948, In the folder I gave you there is a copy of
this case. In the Delgado case it was already established therefore
that according to the 14th amendment, you could not have separate
schools and only separate classes were permitted in the first grade.
So now we had them in the Delgado case. We already had the Texas
Constitution and the U.S. Constitution, but this didn’t stop it. Texas
a}rllg}dthe Southwestern United States continued to segregate our
children.
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We had the Porfirio Gonzales v. Ross L. Sheely case in Arizona
on December 15, 1950. That didn’t stop segregation either.

We had the famous 7'hree Rivers case in 1949—where World War
IT hero Felix Longoria was denied burial because he was a Mexican,

I merely mention this to you because Three Rivers not only had
separate schools, but they Lad separate cemeteries for the Mexican
Americans at that time in 1949.

You will recall that a man killed in World War IT was vefused
the use of the chapel becanse he was a Mexican. He was buried in
Arlington National Cemetery with full military honors. .

Then we went to Del Rio, Tex., and fought a case on April 23,
1949,

Heve is the brief on the Hernandez case in 1954, This case, Pete
Hernandez, Petitioner v. The State of Texas, is very important
since 1954—that is 18 years ago—it was legally established that
we were Caucasiau. Flowever, by this case, t'.e Supreme Court
of the United States found that we were also a separate class, An
identifiable Mexican American class, called Mexican Americans.

We have heard the names wetbacks, pepper bellies, and other de-
rogatory epithets. And as a separate class our rights were violated.

Then we went into the Kingville, Tex., Junior High case on April
28, 1955. Then the Mathis School case on Janunary 4, 1956.

Then we went into a very important case, the Driscoll School case
on January 11, 1957.

Why is the Driscoll School case important? Becav«: according to
the Delgado case in 1948, you could have separate classes in the fivst
grade, but as a result of the Driscoll School case, you could not have
separate classes in the first grade any more.

Judge Allred found out about separate classes. Because they had
little Garcias and Gonzalez’s children separated into separate classes.
But surprisingly the little Garcias and Gonzalezes couldn’t speak
a word of Spanish because their mothers had been Italians, ov Dutch,
or French, or British. So momma would teach th» child. The child
doesn’t learn from poppa. Poppa works. So they had little kids in
the Driscoll School case that were segregated who didn’t kuow any
Spanish. The Driscoll School said they were segregated because of
the “language problem.”

I gave you a copy of the school statistics I prepared in Corpus
Christi in 1965 and 1966, which was admitted as testimony in the
Cisneros v. Corpus Christi Independent School District in a hearing
on June 4, 1970.

In it T bring out the fact again that the Mexican American
teachers who were teaching in the Anglo high schools could only
teach “Spanish.” A few whao were more brilliant could join the band
department and a few who were less brilliant could go and teach
shop. Things were much worse in 1948.

This is the history of the Mexican American teachers ia the South-
western Urited States. We couldn’t teach anything else because they

said wo had an accent. T am glad Einstein didn’t come to teach in
Texas because with his accent he could have never gotten through
: the Texas curtain of requivements for teaching.
i I would like to enter my report into evidence again as to my
findings in Corpus Christi schools i 1965-1966.
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Benator Moxpare. Without objection, that will be done at the
conclusion of your statement.

Dr. Garcia. We started fighting school segregation in Odem, Tex.,
1in 1947, and we had to file the last case on July 28, 1967—20 years
ater.

The only success that has been achieved in fighting school segre-
gation is when we ourselves have to go to U.S, district courts, or
when we file onr cases in the Supreme Counrt of the United States
or the district courts. The Justice Department, the HEW, T would
say, have never gone to conrt to fight school segregation. The excep-

- tion being Sonora, where they filed an amicus curiae, or were just
“curious,” but they did not file two original complaints.

Anyway, they just joined in and it took a lot of pushing to get
them to do that much. We started fighting New Bramfels School
segregation in 1948. We have a report that as latc as 1969 HEW and
Justice have done nothing about it. They never filed against such
school districts.

Again we have the Sonora case, Carlos Vela talks about it in 1969,
He 1s optimistic. young, and good-looking, and I am old. I can tell
you we started fighting Sonora School desegration in 1948. Tn 1948,
Gus Garcia, the greatest legal brain we had for many years, fought

' Sonora Schools. That is why this reproduction of the Hernandez

' case is a memorial to Gus. When Gns went to investigate places

like Sonora he found they had separate school systems, and in
Sonora they also had the typing and shorthand department, busi-
ness and commercial. But they didn’t have typewriters, and still they
were saying they had a commercial conrse. Gus Garcia used to laugh

} a lot about their commercial classes.

f We went into Abilene, Tex., in 1949. We also went as early as

' 1948 into Beeville, Tex., to fight school segregation. Just recently we

had the case of Jose Cisneros v. Corpus Christi Independent School

4 District, June 4, 1970,

' Suffice it to say, that there are five high schools in Corpus Christi,
and all five high schools are in violation of civil rights. There is no
equal or even close to equal proportion of Mexican American teachers.
%mce 1948 we have been fighting school discrimination in Bishop,

€X.

. Finally, we have the HEW sending an investigator there about 2

months ago. What good did the Jose Cisneros case do in Corpus

Christi? Not that it was nceded, but it brought about the legal fact

that we were an identifiable minority and consequently that the 14th

amendment does not only apply to blacks versus whites, but it also
applies to class violations.

Now that we have the Cisneros case I can’t see why Mr. Stanle
Pottinger or Jerry Leonard or John Mitchell can’t move now. We
also have approached the problem by the unse of Title IV, Section
407, U.S. Civil Rights Act of 1964. A parent can write a letter to the
Attorney General of the United States, complaining cf school segre-
gation, and on this letter aione the Attorney General can take action.
Under their own legal wording, this can become a clacs suit for all
i Mexican-American students in that school district.

3 We wrote such letters to the HEW and the Attoiney General, and
we filed a lot of complaints, but we didn’t get any action. Anyway,
Q we must continue the fight.
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In reference to Pecos which Vela mentioned. We ran a report or
a survey on Pecos in 1944. I will give you a copy of the Wilson
Little study, in 1944. At that time, %enator, in Texas, you had 122
school districts. Qut of those 122 school districts 118 had separate
housing facilities for Mexican American students.

Therefore, when you see those pictures of those school districts,
like in Mathis, Orange Grove or Sandia, you know what kind of
“separate housing facilities” they gave us!

BUSING

We talk about busing. Let me tell you two or three very interest-
ing situations involving busing. At the U.S. Commission on Civil
Rights hearing in San Antonio, in 1968, the busing situation involv-
ing Laughlin Air Force Base came out. Del Rio, Tex., has two sepa-
rate school districts, San Felipe Creek, separating the Anglos from
the Mex:ican side of town. But even in the Del Rio School District,
we had to fight them as early as 1955 because of discrimination.

You have the Anglo Del Rio school district to the north and San
Felipe school district to the south. Laughlin Air Force Base, which
is in San Felipe district buses their school children. They are bused
around San Felipe so they won’t go to this Mexican school and are
taken to the Del Rio school. This loss costs the San Felipe district
$300,000 to $350,000 annually that they need badly.

Del Rio school district has beautiful palaces and school buildings,
gymnasiums, cafeterias, fields, et cetera.

San Felipe school district may have the spirit of 2 good school but
they don’t have adequate equipment, buildings, or accommodations.

We talk about busing. Sometimes when we hear the word “busing,”
it creates a fantastic adverse reaction. But there is such a thing as
“good busing.”

In Webb County, Laredo, Tex., you have the United Consolidated
School District, made up of several square miles. In it you have per-
haps one of the best bilingual educational programs in the United

States, where the children are 50-50 Anglo and Mexican Americans. -

They are all bused to this school district and are taught both English
and Spanish, and they get along fine. Bilingual education is given
to all students in the first five grades.

Those kids speak better Spanish and English than I can, and I
went to the University of Texas I don’t know how many years.

With such a good program, we have a chance to go ahead and
get along. _

MEXICAN AMERICANS AND PREJUDICE

The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights is coming out with their
document Mexican American education study. Let me read you one
brief paragraph to show yon what I mean about historical prejudice.
Face 1it, Senator, the press and the media, and television, mayv be
interested where there is a lot of action. But, after all, the manifest
destiny practically had wiped us out and perhaps they are not too
interested in Mexican Americans. I s&y they are not. When we had
troubles in California with Judge Gerald Chargin, the Superior
Cowrt judge, who said that Mexican Americans were like animals,
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mid that we should be deported to Mexico, the news media became
silent.

The news media did not help us. They were asked, “Are you a
part or member of a collusion,” or “Conspiracy of silence?” Are the
television and radio stations and some of the news media, are they
a willing part and silent supporters to the abuse and exploitation of
the Mexican Americans?

Are they adherents in their feeling towards “The Manifest
Destiny 2”

Were they so permanently brainwashed in the Alamo and San
Jacinto matters, that they never could change that feeling?

I hope not. If so, we Mexican Americans ave lost.

DE JURE SEGREGATION AND MEXICAN AMERICANS

The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights will say that Mexican
Americans have never been segregated by existing statutes into
separate schools or school districts 1n any of the five States of the
southwest. No such statute ever existed.

However, they have been subjected to “de jure segregation” in
the past by the actions of school boards whose stated policy was to
separate Mexican American pupils. Although no overt policies of
segregation remain today, Mexican Americans arve still substantially
under-represented in some school districts and not represented in
others.

Senator, this is so. In 1948, during the Delgado case, I read
English quite well, though I don’t speak it so well. There and then
Commissioner of Education, Dr. L. A. Woods, and his successors,
were permanently enjoined from participating or aiding any school
district that segregated tlhie Mexican American child. This is law.
They are still under court order. Because of this, I have been crying
to HEW and the Justice Department. No sense in crying to Texas.
Texans don’t pay any attention to us or care about us. No one in
HEW or the Attorney General’s office seems to want to move against
the big boy. I say he is enjoined by the Delgado decision. But they
are not interested in helping us. They are part of this plan of keep-
ing us out of the schools and uneducated.

MBEXICAN AMERICANS: EDUCATIONAL STATISTICS

In 1944, T remember well, out of 250,000 Mexican American scho-
lastics, well over 120,000 were not even attending schools. Today, in
1970, I can tell you there are about 15 to 20 percent of the Mexican
American children who never go to any school at any time.

According to the 1960 census, by the time your 25 percent Mexi-
can American c¢hildren who never attended and add the ones who
quit at the grammar school level, which is 55% more, you have 80
percent of our kids who neither attend or never get past the gram-
mar school level.

Senator Moxpare. Would you say that again? You estimate that
80 percent of the Mexican Ainerican schoolchildren of Texas never
get past the sixth grade?

Mr. Garcia. By the 1960 Census, 25 percent or so of our children
have never attended school. You add about 55 percent more of the
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ones who enter school, who become dropouts, by the time they get
through grammar school we have lost 80 percent.

By the 1960 census, we only got 2 to 3 percent at the college level.
And less than 2 percent ever finish 4 years of college.

What we have to face, of course, 1s that Texas don’t want us in
the schools.

I will read this last sentence on the U.S. Commission on Civil
Rights report and then I will probably be finished.

It reads “In addition to the deliberate design of school authorities,
this has occurred for such reasous as historical patterns of scttlement
and the concentration of ethnic groups and economic levels and by
neighborhood.

You are talking about HEW here. We have been constantly asking
Mzr. Stanley Pottinger, Mr. Jervis Leonard, for help and indircetly
whoever the HEW chief was—since they change hiim around so much
and it is hard to find out who he is.

I am serious about who to approach in this related matter. Let me

explain their memo sent out.
TRACKING

On May 25, 1970, they put out a beautiful document called “School
Districts with More Than 5% Minority Group Students and Identi-
fication of Discrimination, and Denial of Services on the Basis of
National Origin.” According to this report, there are a number of
common practices which have the effect of denying the equal educa-
tional opportunity to Spanish-surnamed peeple. They say the chil-
dren who are deficient in Spanish language should not be put into
the retarded classes.

It is a surprising thing to sce a little Mexican American child who
has been classified as mentally deficient because of language turn
out to be smarter than I am when I talk to him in Spanish.

This is the result of aptitude tests which are written in English
and run by English-speaking. Therefore in Texas, you have special
education classes, as high as the junior high.

I can’t possibly medically believe that all those thousands of
Mexican American kids in Texas are mentally retarded. In Beeville’s
retarded classes they have a few blacks and I think one Anglo. It is
fantastic what they have done to us, when they have classified us as
mentally retarded. What a shame! What a shock!

LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

You talk about languages. They say, “Well, since you don’t speak
English you cannot make a good living.” Let me tell my black
brothers who are here today why this is not so.

Senator Yarborough mentioned the scholastic achievements in the
1960 Census. According to 1960 the Mexican American has a sixth-
grade education, the black has 8 years of education. The Anglo 11.5
grades. The blacks have the names like Johnson or Smith, and down
the line, and are speaking nnly one language, “English.”

Yet, cconomically, according to the same census, there are more
poor blacks in any level at less than $3,000 aunually and percentage-
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wise there are more Mexican Aniceicans who make more than $3,000
annually. »

This argument that if we Mexican Americans would speak English
we would be better off doesn’t hold, according to statistics. So I
might tell my black brothers if you spoke Spanish, you might do
better. That is statistically speaking.

COMPLIANCE AND HEW

The memo mentions the retarded, the tracking system and the
other type of diseriminstion by school districts. This is a beautiful
vsi)ritten job. But they naven’t done anything about stopping these
abuses. :

Carlos mentioned these things being passed over because it involves
Mexican Americans.

I am leaving you a copy about 40 school districts that have been
brought to 1 state school conference in the last week of July or the
first week of August. The conference being held in Austin, Texas.
There were 38 districts. The school districts met with the Commis-
sioner of Education Dr. Tex Edgar and the HEW people. They con-
ferred with 38 school districts who are supposedly in violation of
civil rights.

But as has been brought out, this was not done for the purpose of
eliminating the discrimination or segregation of the Mexican Ameri-
can. This was only for our black brothers benefit. I wish them luck.
But why not us also?

In Corpus Christi schools our black brothers were thrown in with
the Mexican brothers. Then the Anglo people told the blacks, “Well,
Mexicans are with white and you cannot complain because you are
with Caucasians; you are integrated.”

I am supposed to meet with Mr. Stanley Pottinger sometime to-
day. I really will ask him what happened in Sonora since for over
4 years they have been found in noncompliance. Why can’t he move?

Look what is happening in Pecos, where we have a separate
Mexican American junior xﬁigh, separate Mexican grammax school,
and never have had a single Mexican American teacher there? When
does he want to move? What is the sense of having civil rights
when it does not apply to us?

We have had the U.S. Constitution, then we needed a Bill of
Rights as amendments to the Constitution. We have the Civil Rights
from 1964, 1957-1960-1968 and 1970. We had the Voting Rights Act
of 1965. You will have them in 1972, 1974. You have these guidelines
on civil rights. But they do not apply to Mexican Americans.

We also have the Texas Constitution and we have the Treaty of
Guadalupe-Hidalgo. That is the written word. Bnt what is the
spoken word, what is the action? What good are these documents
when Government excludes us from their coverage and implemen-
tation. Why?

Therefore, I am asking you, Senator, to exert some pressure on the
Federal agencies and people who can take some action to help us.

In conclusion because of my name, I have been called 2 lot of
names, but, of course, nothing matters anymore, except my people.

As we say in Spamsh, I have seen the sctting sun come over my
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head, instead of the break of dawn, “Ya llego el ocaso de mi existencia !”

We have been told, “Don’t feel so bad. You are merely the orphans
of the American society.” Wait be patient! .

But we the people who are receiving the hate and prejudice, and
discrimination, cause us to say, “We feel more like—because of the
way they kick ns around.” .

I left ‘Corpus Christi to be with you at a time when my patients
ave in the hospital, and our people are still being fed by the Federal
Government. We do not expect Texas to offer us a_solution. Since
by tradition they feel it is their job to keep us discriminated, segre-
gated, exploited.

Every Moxican community still has its creek, its highway, its
ditch, its river that separate us from the life stream. We came to
look for Federal help. When is Federal help coming? Please help us.

I think yon can help us a lot. Otherwise, if I didn’t think you
could, I wouldn’t be here.

I want to thank you very much for this opportunity to present
my statement. I have my documents, and I have the other cases I
referred to.

Isay my God, it is high time that our State a..d country was chang-
ing this feeling of hate toward the Mexican American. We fougﬁt
World War I and we fought World War II.

In World War II for the second time in Germany we got rid of
the Hitler racist. After Pear] Harbor we forgave the Japanese, and
today they are competing with us. In industry they are number two
or three in the National Gross Product, and moving ahead of us.

We forgive everybody in the world, but we annot forget the
Alamo, San Jacinto. We cannot forget the Mexicans. We still hate
Mexicans. Why?

Perhaps we are coming to the point where we must teach that it
was, Spaniards our forefathers, who explored two-thirds of the
United States before the Pilgrim fathers landed here? Are we going
to ignore the fact that in the Southwest, 50 percent of all Vietnam
casualties are Mexican Americans.

LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

Why can’t people see that we should be bilingual and bicultural?
In spite of the fact that we are illiterate to a great degree, we have
not produced one single traitor to this our country. Please don’t
throw us back to the wolves of discrimination and hate.

Is Texas different? Only to a degree. There are school problems
for New Mexico, Arizona, California, and Colorado.

As I said In the beginning, 1 think you can do a lot. Get hold of
the people who are l'esponsiT)le to make the Civil Rights Act work.
The Bill of Rights, the American Constitution, the Texas Constitu-
tion must work for Mexican Ainericans also before it is too late.

Senator, there is nothing wrong with Mexican Americans. We are
a law-abiding, loyal, family people. We are proud to be Americans.
We are patient and tolerant to a degree beyond, any other group
of people in our country.

t is the American system that has not worked for us. I want it to
work for us. I am here as a capitalist. I am one of the few Mexi-
cano capitalists, They say, “Dr. Garcia, why do you criticize our
system? I say, “I criticize only because I want more Mexicanos
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capitalists, more educated, more in college, more priests, teachers,
doctors, engineers, cte.”

Senator, we have stood up to the challenge. Of all the groups of
people in the history of the United States, we are one that was not
extinguished or exterminated. This is due to cur belief in family
life, belief in God, love in our comntry. We have survived abuse and
exploitation for hundreds of years. We will persist.

want to thank you for your time.

I am appealing to the gentlemen who are here from the press. I
think this problem should be brought out forthright and strongly
with the kare facts ho in% to move the conscience of this—our coun-
ltr}lr. This is not my j(ﬁ). o a great degree, this is your job. Please
ielp us.

Ipa.m only saying that we will be very grateful to you because we
are worthy of your help.

Thank you. Muchas gracias.

Senator Monbark. I see why you enjoy the reputation that you do.
Your presentation has been very moving. I think in a real sense your
testimony places this problem in a historic and an emotional context
without which it eannot really be understood.

May I say one other thing? In this day when so many people are
losing faith in any effort to change and have given up on the pos-
sibility of reform it is reassuring to see someone who has tried as
long as you have and who has been disappointed for as long as you
have and yet who still comes back for more.

Unfortunately, in American society, increasingly there is greater
evidence of people giving up and trying different strategies. I am not
only moved but encouraged by what you have had to say.

JUSTICE AND HEW

May I say one thing: This Committee has tried to put a little
gressure on the Justice Department and on the HEW Department by
ivesting specific questions to the Attorney General, the Assistant
Attorney General and to Mr. Pottinger.
I will ask the staff to show you some of the answers that Mr.
Pottinger gave us.
| I hope you will help ns make the facts clear, particularly con-
[ e cerning the testimony we have heard this morning, about the total
I absence of an effective national policy against the widespread official
‘ discrimination affecting Mexican Americans.
: In fairness to this Administration, I don’t think they- have to
P feel solely guilty about this sitnation. This is a long-standing bias.
This is an American problem. We can all go at it together withou¢
anybody feeling that they have any ego involved. This is a2 national
problem that gesperately calls out for a full-hearted response, as
the testimony of each of you so clearly reveals.
It is now 1:15. We have been at it for 214 hours or so. I am sure
Senator Yarborough has some questions. I will have to be excused.
There may be son.., questions that we will put to you in writing.
y Senator Yarborough.
4 Senator YarsorougH (presiding). Senator, Dr. Garcia is a long-time
i friend. I got acquainted with hmm shortly after I returned from
L overseas service in World War II. I was on the staff of the 97th
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Infantry Division. He commanded an American Army hospital in
Naples. He came back and fought discrimination against the Mexi-
can Americans, he organized the American GI Forum singlehanded.

He was presented the Gold Medal a few years ago, the only one
ever struck, as the founding father of it. They have chapters in
over 30 States. Even the veterans’ organizations didn’t give the
Mexican Americans equal status.

They have their own patriotic veterans’ organization. They have
the prettiest cap of any veterans’ organization in America. It is red,
white, and blue.

T have been to committee meetings, state and national, with Dr.
Garcia, who has held diplomatic appointments by the President of
the United States. He has done something I will never have the
privilege of doing in my life. He has been officially designated to
sign treaties for this Nation.

He takes time from his practice. I know after operating all day,
he will drive most of the night to go to a meeting in a small town
to help the Mexican Americans there.

We just hope that his health and his endurance lasts.

Great changes have been wrought, but this is just the beginning.
Peﬁple are just getting enlightened as to what is needed.

is life 1s a testimonial as to what one man can accomplish,
earning his living, maintaining his family, and driving night after
night across the roads of Texas so that his leadership is now national
leadership. :

Are there any further comments any of you would like to make?

MEXICAN AMERICANS: ATTITUDES AND ASPIRATIONS

Father Casso. Senator, I would just like to comment based upon
what we have heard here today, that all of us here would agree that
the Mexican American has had great faith in the institutions that
have affected his life.

We see, as I tried to depict here, the young who are questioning
all of these institutions, the religious institutions, the edncational in-
stitutions, and others. 'fl"hey are giving them a second look.

If we can interpret anything from the student walkouts today,
they are losing faith in the educational system. I, for one, as a re-
ligionist, am quite concerned that if the Mexican American loses
trust and faith in education, I wonder what is going to take its
place and how many hundreds of years it will take to try to regain
those virtues that we have seen being destroyed.

I think that is a very, very crucial thing that the leadership of
this country and those in all walks of life will have to resolve.

Senator YarsoroueH. I think, Father Casso, what you said is very,
very important for this country.

‘When the Mexican American farmworkers marched in the Lower
Rio Grande Valley to Austin, Tex., several vears ago, »m Labor Day,
in 1966, I met them there at Austin and talked with them.

As you know, there were a few Anglos marching with them. I
talked with one Anglo who marched with them that had also
marched with other minority groups.

He told me at Austin:

You know, these people are great people for this country hecause they have
love and faith in their country, the flag of their ¢ountry, and great love and
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two things that many other groups in the country have lost. They have greai
faith and trust in their church.

We have walked with some groups in this country that no longer do. They
question the government, the religion, and no longer trust either one.

You say if these values are lost, it is a loss to our civilization.
These people must be given an opportunity commensurate with their
great native ability, intellectual ability. There have to be opportuni-
ties in life.

Are there any further comments, gentlemen ? .

Mr. Vera. Along the line of the topic of discussion which I dis-
cussed, I would like to enter for the record something concerning
the memorandum issued to school districts with more than 5-per-
cent national origin minority groups, children, that was supposed
to have been sent to all school districts with more than 5-percent
Mez%c;an American student population in Texas and New Mexico by
HEW.

I know for a fact, as Texas State coordinator, this was not mailed
to no more thun about 50 percent of the sche»l districts in Texas
with 5-percent Mexican Americans, and in New Mexico,

I would like to enter that into the record.

Senat(r YarsoroueH. Very well.

(The ¢ yeument referred to follows:)

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE,

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY,
Washington, D.C., May 25, 1970.

MEMORANDUM

To: School Districts With More Than Five Percent National Origin-Minority
Group Children.

From: J. Stanley Pottinger, Director, Office for Civil Rights.

Subject: Identification of Discrimination and Denial of Services ¢n the Basis
of National Origin.

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and the Departmental Regulation
(45 CFR Part 80) promulgated thereunder, require that there be no dis-
crimination on the basis of ‘race, color or national origin in the operation
of any federally assisted programs.

Title VI compliance reviews conducted in school districts with large
Spanish-surnamed student populations by the Office for Civil Rights have
revealed & number of common practices which have the effect of denying
equality of educational opportunity t¢ Spanish-surnamed pupils. Simijlar prac-
tices which have the effect of discrimination on the basis of national origin
exist in other locations with respeet to disadvantazed pupils from other
national origin-minority groups, for example, Chinese or Portugese.

The purpose of this memorandum is to clarify D/HEW policy on issues con-
cerning the responsibility of school districts to provide equal educational
opportunity to national origin-minority group children deficient in English
language skills. The following are some of the mwajir areas of concern that
relate to compliance with Title VI: ’

(1) Where inability to speak and understand the English language excludes
national origin-minority group children from effective participation in the
educational program offered by a school district, the district must take
affirmative steps to rectify the language deficiency in order to opeu its in-
structional program to these students.

(2) School districts must not assign national orlgin-minority group students
to classes for the mentally retarded on the basis of criteria which essentially
measure or evaluate English language skills; nor may school districts deny
national origin-minority group children access to college preparatory courses
on a basis directly related to the failure of the school system to Incni-ate
English language skills.
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(8) Any ability grouping or tracking system employed by the school system
to deal with tbe special language skill needs of national origin-minority group
children must be designed to meet such language skill needs as soon 28
possible and must not operate as an educational dead-end or permanen. track.

(4) School districts have the responsibility to adequately notify national
origin-minority group parents of school activities which are called to the
attention of other parents. Such notice in order to be adequate may bave
to be provided in a language other than English.

School districts should examine current practices which exist in thelr
districts in order to assess compliance with the matters set forth in this
memorandum. A school district which determines that compliance problems
currently exist in that district should immediately communicate in writing
with the Office for Civil Riphts and indicate what steps are being taken to
remedy the situation. Wbere compliance questions arise as to the sufficlency
of programs designed to meet thc ““nguage skill needs of national origin-
minority group children already operucing in a particular area, full informa-
tion regarding such programs should be provided. In the area of special lan-
guage assistance, the scope of the program and the process for identifying
need and the extent to which the need is fulfilled should be set forth.

School districts which receive this memorandum wil! be contacted sbortly
regarding the availability of technical assistance and will be provided with
any additional information that may be needed to assist districts in achieving
compliance with the law and equal educational opportunity for an children.
Effective as of thuis date the aforementioned areas of concern will be regarded
by regional Office for Civil Rights personnel gas a part of their compliance
respousibilities.

AMERICAN GI ForumM oF THE UNITED STATES,
August 18, 1970,

Mr. fiTANLEY POTTIRGER,
Notional Director, Office for Civil Rights, U.S. Department of HEW, Washington,
D.C.

Dear Mr. Porriveer: It is our understanding that the Office for Civil Righte
has made two on-site visits to the Pecos Independent School District in Pecos,
Texas. The first visit was made in the summer of 1968 and the second in the
summer of 1969.

We have learmed from local citizens that the following facts have existed
and still exist in Pecos, Texas:

1. Until the late 1930s, Mexican Americans were assigned to the Mexican
School, Negroes to the Colored School, and Anglos to Pecos Elementary and
High School. Once Mexican Americans finished their schooling, they were
forced to attend adjoining districts because they could not attend the Anglo
high scheol.

2. In the early 1940s, Mexican Americans were finally permitted to attend
tbe Anglo High School, but until 1950 less than 15 actually graduated.

3. In 1948, the “Mexican” school was renamed the Bell Elementary Schood,
but Mexican Americans at the elementary level were still totally segregated.

4. In 1953, the Pecos School Distidet attempted te create a separate Mexican
American bigb School. Mexican Americans gathered their forces and led by
two able attorneys, Gus Garcia and Albert Armendariz, they succeeded in
holding the district .iom creating separate schools teyond the 8th grade.
However, East Pecos Jr. High, a Mexican American :chocl was still created
during this time.

5. Today we are still informed Bell Elementary and East Pecos Jr. High
are still Mexican American schools.

6. We further understand that virtually al Negroes in grades 1-8 are still
attending Bell Elementary and Bast Cecos Jr. Righ.

From the above facts, it is clear that Pecos historically maintained separate
systems for both Negroes and Mexican Americans. It is also clear that the
Bast Pecos Jr. High and the Bell Elementary, now Hay:-os Elementary
Schoo), are still vestiges of that former segregated school system.
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Section 11 of your own Policies states that “Compliances with the law
requires that there be no white schools, no black or other minority group
schools, just schools.” Recent Supreme Court decisions have held that in
situations such as this, it is the responsibility of the school district to elimi-
nate the racial identity of its schools “at ouce.” .

It has been over a year since a team from your office last visited Pecos.
Why has no action been taken in this matter? .

Certainly, we canuot conceive that a serious case of this type is not covered
Ly the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Could it be that your Office harbors anti-
Mexican American feelings? What is it, were you not created to implement
the Civil Rights Act in cases of discrimination on the basis of color, race, and
national origin? Then we wouder why Mexican American students are walk-
ing out of schools throughout the Southwest. When is your Office going to
stop being uncons‘itutional? .

The United Staces Constitution, all Mexican American and Negro citizens in
the United States, and all other decent American citizens demand action
at once! We will be expecting a response from you VERY SHORTLY!

Dejectedly,
Dr. Hector I’. GARCIA,
Founder and State Chairman,
American GI Forum.

SraTtisTics IN THE Corpus Curisti Punric Scuoors, CompiLip BY Dr. HeEcToR
P. Garcia

These statistics are eomniled for the 1965~1966 year. The purpose is to show the
situation of the Mexican Ainerican Teachers in the school system as administrators
and teachers.

CENSUS OF 1950 AND CENSUS OF 1860 FOR CORPUS ClRIST1

Median years of school completed by persons 25 years of age and over, by ethnic groups
1950 and 1960

1050: Years
Anglo. o e 11. 8
Mexican-Amerioan . _ oo e icmecacao 3.2
Nonwhite _ _ _ . e 7.7

1960:

Anglo. o e mm— e 12.2
Mexican-American.. . . o ..o e e e cmccmaeen 4.5
Nonwhite . _ o e me e —m————— 8.0

Therefore during the 10 year study the Mexican American only increased his
schooling 1.3 years in Corpus Christi, and even in 1960 taking in ccnsideration
that aceording to federal standard anyone with less than 3d grade icvel is
considered a functional illiterate. The Mexican American in this area i. not
dcing so good.

CORPUS CHRISTI STATISTICS

Central adm-nistrative offices

1. As to administrative oflices and officers let us say simply that presently we
do not have any o our cthnic group in top positions, the heads of the assistants,
division of pcrsonnel, division of research and pupil services, ete. have no Mexican
Americans.

Consultants

Nut of 14 consultants, we have only two Mexican Americans
School nurses
Out of 15 school nurses, we have only one Mexican American.
School cafeteria managers

Out of 55 school cafeteria manager;, we have only 5 Mexican Americans. They
vzvork at the following schools: Ausvin, Lamar, Los Encinos. Chula Vista and
avala.



0

N,

5

)

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

-,

¢
ERIC

J&

2582

HIGH SCHOOLS ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS

Mexican=-
High schools Total Americar

L Lo L O
Solorron Coles
Rich .rd King.
Roy Miller.
W. B, Ray....

Grand tolal. e et 36

ol coococo

Corpus Christi Junior High School study includes the following junior high
schools: 1. Baker 2, Barnes 3. Browne 4. Cullen Place 5. Cunningham 6. Driscoll
7. Hamlin 8. Northside 9. So. Park 10 Sundeen 11. Wynne Seale

i Mexican~
Administrative officers Total Americans
i 2-LT:] S 5 0
Barnes.... 5 12
rowne. 4 0
Cullen Place_.. - ,.._....... § 0
Robert DRSCON. v e oo oo ce e e 4 0
ainlin._. . § 0
Morthside. oo e eeean § 1]
South Park. § 0
Sundeen_.. ... 0. 4 0
Wynne Seale. e e ceeena——.- et e anme—————— § :]
Grand Total. s aau eo oo oee e ceeemccccceceaee e 47 4
1(1) Assistant Principal (1) counselor.
2 Assistant principal.
3 Principal.

vCorpus Christi elementary schools study covers 39 elementary schools. There
are only 39 principals; three are Mexican-Americans.

HIGH SCHOOL BREAKDOWN
ofal Mexican-
teachers Americans
Mary Carroll High School 97 12
- Soloman High School. 18 0
King High School 75 22
W.B Ray....___._.. 115 15
Roy Miller Senlor High 17 415
GranG 08l o e o ece e oce e ecccecac s e aememee s e 442 524

11 shap; { band.
:} shop; 1 Spanish.

€12 percent,
38 pgrcent.

It also follcws that with few exceptions there are very few' Mexican-American
teachers in the predominant Anglo junior high schouls.

Mexican-

American

School Total teschers
Baker, e dmmmmame e e———— 62 11
Browne.___ .- e eemeem e e e cm——eae————— 36 0
HaMIiN . o o oo oo e e e oo s e e e 2

1Spanish.
" 2Spanish history.
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- Personsally I could never accept and I still do not accept the idea that a re-
modeled school like Miller (40 years old) could be as good as a new one. Miller
should have a new school.

i Certainly, the plight of the Mexican-American student and teachers needs
muchn iroprovement and changes. I feel that we should have a change. After
ten years we want someone who believes in the freedom of the teachers and in
hiring teachers according to their ability.

IN THE DISTRICT CeURT oF THE UNITED STATES ¥or TH= SoUTHERN DISTRICT CF
TEXAS, CorpUs CHRISTI DIVISION

Jose Cisneros

8.
Corpus Christi Independent School District
Civil Action Number 68-C-95

JUNE 4, 1970.
TIMF: 11:08 A,

The Court : Will everyone please be geated.

In Civil Action Number 88-C-95, a Civil Rights Class action, the following
will constitute the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, and may be
amended and/or supplemented at a later date, but these Findings today will
control and determine the disposition of the issues before us.

Firstly, this Court finds that it has jurisdiction and that this is a proper
class action under Rule 23 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure.

Needless to say, this Court considers this to be a mc3t important case.
Not only because of the great interest that has been manifested by the large
attendance of citizens in the courtroom, and the amount.of the time and
space the news media have devoted to tho coverage of the trial but the Court
realizes and understands that we are cvonsidering two of the most important
aspects and interest of the school patrons and also the school adminisiration:
the taxes of money and the children.

Because it is an important case I want again to express my appreciation
for the efforts of the attorneys who have appeared her=, not only for their
cooperation in providing the Court with all the relevant and pertinent evi-
dence, voluminous data and statisties, but also well writien briefs, and also
for the expeditiously manner in which the evidence was presented.

This type of legal controversy, which is prevalent all over the country,
has finally come to the City of Corpus Christi, as it has come to many other
communities over our land, and the magnitude of tne problem is reflected in
thit: great volume of litigation and opinions which we lawyers are familic~
with, .

Because the United States District Courts are under a Mandate to expedite
this type of litigation, and because this Court knows that school has just
closed and the summer semesier is beginning, and that the 1970-1971 school
year term will begin in three (8) raonths, the Court believes it will serve tha
ends of justice, as well as the interest of the parties to this law suit, especially
the School Administration, to present this opinion orally and mot to have to,
or not to wait to have it typed, reproduced and printed.

Although, as you realize, this Las not been an easy task. I have had the
advantage of three (8) weeks of night and day studying these exhibits, this
voluminous date, taking two brief cases tc Miami, constantly reading the
opinions and Laving them availalle to me as they are pubiished. And alse,
thanks to the attoimeys in the case, of having the advantage of having daily
copy made of the proceedings and testimony.

FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

One great advantage and help to the Court was the way and manner all the
statistical evidence was worked and cataloged at the beginning of the trial,
and which was offered and stipulated to eariy in the trial, and which -was
available to the Court for study for these three (3) weeks.

et i
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We also were fortun~te in having available every recent appellate decision
concerning these matters. .

In reaching the decision in this case, I have carefully weighed and ccn-
sidered &11 of the evidence, and each and every wilness's testimony was con-
sidered in the light of common Sense, the witress's experience &nd qualifice-
tions, his irterest in the case, his demeanor on the witness stand, whether or
not he answered the questions directly and uuequivocably, or whether lie was
vague or evasive, or whether he equivocated, and whether or not lie appeared
gccurately in comparison with statistical data and evidence that vsas not

isputed.

Although the statistical data and evidence was largely undisputed, I find
as a matter of fact for the record thatr the case presented by the Plaintiff is
accarate and correct as to student populations, percentage of ethumic groups,
that is as we have called them in this trial, Anglo, Negro, and Mexican-
American, locatiens of schools, and the make-up of the student -pepulation,
the location and ethnic patterns of general population witkiin this area, the
aumber of teachers, the schools they are assigned to, and lhe ethnic back-
ground of each teaclier in each school, and the location of past and present
boundaries, the time and cost of construction of new schools, the cost of
renovating of old schools, the number of children bussed in the past and in
the present, and who they were, and who they are.

1 especially find the Plaintiff’s Exhibits No. 4, 4-A, 4-C, and 4-D as accurate
and very iluminating. ]

The same is true for Plaintiff’s Exhibits 6-A, ¢-R, 6-C and Plaintifi’s Ex-
hibit 7, also Plaintiff’s Exhibit No. 85, and Plaintiff’s Exhibit 36.

The Court accepts as true and correct the other objective data and statistics
offered by the Plaintiff.

Of course, most of this evidence, if not all, was furnished hy the Defendant,
and the Court is deepiy appreciative of the cooperation, of the long, tiresome
work that the School Administration had to vndertake to furnish this data.

I also find that the Defendant’s objective statistical evidence is true and
correct, snch as Defendant’s Exhibits 1, 2, 2-A, 8, 8-A, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11,
14, 15, and 16. ’

The Flaintiff’s and Defendant’s exhibits as mentioned mainly include objec-
tive evidentiary data over which there is mo dispute, as I understand the
parties, but I do understand that each side contends there are different factual

and legal implications and conclusions to be drawn fro:a this objective statis-
tical evidence which the Court, of course will have to decide. '

As to the other exhibits, the Court will consider them and give to them
whatever weight and credibility, as well as relevancy, the Court feels they
deserve in deciding the factual and legal issues involved. :

Finally, the Court recognizes that experts similarly trained, similarly
educated, and with good intentions, do disagree over fundamental Issues.
And that is nct only true in the field of education, but this Court sees it
every day when we have trials with experts, where they disagree over the
most basic and fundamental issues. And there has been some disagreements
manifested during this trial that Just could not be reconciled and the Court
niust use its own jndgment to see that justice iS done after carefully con-
sidering all of the evidence.

Although there has been & somewhat lack of basic empirical evidence which
has been validated or demonstrated by experience or results, and the educators
spoke of that often during the trial, the Court must decide this case on the
evidence before it.

Now to the isfues in the case—it appears to the Court that the controlling
and ultimate issues, stated in general terms, are as follows:

Firstly, can Brown, 347 U.S. 483, and its progeny apply to Mexican-Ameri-
cans in the Corpus Christi Independent School District, or stated in another
way, is Brown limited to Negroes only?

Secondly, if Brown can apply to Mexican-Americans, does it under the
facts of this case?

In another way, assuming Brown applies to Mexican-Americans, are the
Mexican-American students segregated or in a dual school system?

Thirdly because Y think most of us agree that the Negroes in Corpus
Christi are protected by the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution under
Brown, as tnat was a case involving blacks and whites, and latey the Supreme

et o st b
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Court and Fifth Circuit cases, the question or issue here is, do we have a
dual or unitary school system as it affects Negroes in Corpus Christi?

Further, or fourthly, if we do have = dual school system here as defined
by recent Fifth Circuil cases, and that Negroes and Mexican-Americans are
denied their Constitutional rights under the Fourteenth Amendment, is this
a de jure or de facto dual or segregated school system?

And finally, if we do have a dual system, how can the Court, nnd under
what plans and programs, disestablish a dual school system and establlsh and
maintain a unitary school system in contemplation and compliance with the
recent Supreme Court and Fifth Circuit opinions?

And se, in determining the first general issue in this case, which is whether
Brown can apply to Mexican-Americans in the Corpus Christi Independent
School District, the Court now inakes the following observation concerning
the implication of Brown to this iswue:

This Court reads Brown to mean that when a state undertakes to provide
public school education, this education must be made available to all students
on equal terms, and that segregation of any group of children in such publie
schools on the basis of their being of a particular race, cult, national origin,
or of some readily identifiable ethnic minority group, or class, deprives these
children of the guarantees of thé Fourteenth Amendmenti as set out in Brown,
and subsequent decisions, even though the physical facilities and other tangible
factors may be equal.

Although these cases speak in terms of race and color, we must remember
that these cases were only concerned with blacks and whites, but it is clear
to this Court that these cases are not limited to race and color alone.

In this case, if the proof shows that the Mexican-Americans in the Corpur
Christi Independent Schosl District are an identifiable ethnie minority group,
and for this yeason have been sesrvegated and discriminated against in the
schools, in the manner that Brown prohibits, then they are certainly entitled
to all the protection announced in Brown. Thus Brown can apply to Mexican-
American students in publie schools.

Having decided that Brown can apply to Mexican-American students in
public schools, the Court now must determine whether under the facts of this
case the Mexicnn-American- students in the Corpus Christi Independent
School District do fall within the protection of Brown.

The Court finds from the evidence that these Mexican-American students
are an identifiable ethnic minority class sufficient to bring them within the
protection of Brown.

It is clear to this Court that Mexican-Americans, or Americans with Spanish
surnames, or whatever they are called, or whatever they would like to be
called, Latin-Awmericans, or several other new names of identification, and
parenthetically the Court will take notice that this naming for identification
phenomena is similar to that experienced in the Negro groups, black, Negro,
colored, and now black again with an occasional insulting epitaph that is
used less and less by white people in the South, fortunately. Occasionally you
hear the word “Mex” still spoken in a derogatory way in the Southwest.

It is clear to this Court that these people which have used the word
Mexican-American to describe their class, group, or segment of our population,
is an identifiable ethnic minority in the United States, and especially so in
the Southwest and in Texas and in Corpus Cliristi. This is not surprising;
we can notice and identify their physical characteristics, their language, their
predominant religion, their distinct culture, and, of course, their Spanish sur-
names. And if there were any doubt in this Court’s mind, this Court could
take notice, which it does, of the Congressional enactme its, governmental
studies and ccemmissions on this problem. And also the opinicns, suwh as
Hernandez versus Texas, 347 U.S. 475, a 1954 case; Judge Allred’s decision in
the case, Hernandez versus the Driscoll Consolidated Independent School
District, Civil Action No. 13840; unpublished, Keys, et al, versus the School
District Number 1, Civil Action 1449, District of Colorado the Westminister
School of Orange County versus Mendez 161 Federal 2nd 774 Ninth Circuit,
1947; and also, and very importantly, the recent Federal Government's inter-
vention in Marcos Perez, et al, versus The Sonora Independent School District,
Number 6,224 Civil, San Angelo Division of the Northern District of Texas.

This Court further finds that the Mexican-American students in the Corpus
Christi Independent School District are now separated and segregated to a
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degree prohibited by the Fourteenth Amendment in all three levels of the
school system, elementary, junior high, and senior high. It is obvious to the
Court from the evidence that the Mexican-Americans bave been historically
discriminated against as a class in the Southwest and in Texas, and in the
Corpus Christi District. This Court is convinced that this history of dis-
crimination as given ty Dr. Thomas Carter, Dr. Hector Garcia, and Mr, 2aul
Montemayor is substantially correct.

Not only do I find that Mexican-Americans have been discriminated against
as a class, I further find that because they are an identifiabie ethnic :aiuority
<hat they are more susceptible to discrimination and this is not common to
Mexican-Americans and Negroes &lone, but it appears from history that any
identifizable minority group, tha! is a different person, whether it be racial,
ethnie, religious, or national origin, may quite often suffer from this problem.

It seems to this Court that the Mexican-American organizations, such as
the LULAC and the G.I. Forum, and now MAYO, were called into being in
response to this problem. This is why, perhaps, we are haviug so many studies,
80 many hearings, so many government commissions studying these problems,
and so many publications and books beirg published concerning this very
real problem. :

Fortunately, the objJective manifestations of this type of discrimination
is gradually disappearing from our society. Nevertheless, this historical pat-
tern of discrimination has contributed to the present substantial segregation
of Mexican-Americans in our schools, This segregation has resulted ir & dusal
school system. :

The Court also finds that the Nezro students in the Corpus Christi Iude-
pendent School District are alsn segregated to a degree prohibited by law
which causes this to be a dual rather than a unitary school system.

The Court's finding that the Mexican-American and Negro students are sub-
stantially segregated from the remaining student population of this district
is based primarily upon the undisputed statistical evidence. This is alsec,
and I also find, true of the faculty. . .

The Court is of the opinion that by placing Negroes and Mexican-Americans
in the same school does not achieve a unitary system. As contemplated by
law, a unitary school district can be achieved here only by substantial inte-
gration of the Negroes and Mexican-Americans with the remaining student
population of the district.

As to whether or not the segregation which has resulted in a dual, in this
dual system, is de facto or de jure, the Court is of the opinion that some
of the segregation was of a de facto nature; that is, because of the socio-
economic factors which caused Negroes, Mexican-Americans to live in the
corridor, which we have described here as where they live, and similar to
the ghettos of other cities, and of the pattern of the geographical and demo-
graphic expansion of the city towards the south and southwest.

But this segregated and dual school district has its real roots in the minds
of men that is, the failure of the school system to anticipate and correct
the imbalancing that was developing. The Court is of the firm opinion that
administrative decisions by the school board in drawing boundaries, locating
new schools, building new schools and renovating old schools in the pre-
dominantly Negro and Mexican part of town; in providing an elastic and
flexible subjective transfer system that resulted in some Anglo children being
allowed to avoid the ghetto, or corridor schools, by bussing some students,
by providing one or more optional transfer zones which resulted in Anglos
being able to avoid Negro Mexican-American scheols and not allowing Mexi-
can-Americans or Negroes the option of golng to Anglo schools; by spending
extraordinarily large sums of money which resulted in intensifying and per-
petuating a segregated dual schooi system; by assigning Negro and Mexican-
American teachers in disparate ratios to these segregated schools; and the
further failure to employ a sufficient number of Negro and Mexizan-American
school teachers; and the failure to provide a majority to minority transfer
rule; all of which, regardless of all explanations and regardless of all ex-
pressions ‘of good intentions, was calculated, and did maintain and promote
a dual school system.

Therefore this Court finds as a matter of fact and law that the Covpus
Christi Independent School District is a de jure segregated school system.

The defendants have nttempted to show that the Negroes and Mexican-
Americans are sprend throughout the city. 1'o some extent this is true, unever-
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theless, the undisputed statistics show that the Negroes and Mesican-Ameri-
cans arc substantially segregated in the school system. So this would mean
that the schoolhouse is more segregated than the neighborhoods. . .

The defendants argued that they did not have the benefit of hindsight,
which we all appreciate, but this Court feels that there were sufficient
warnings given to the school board by interested citizens and groups to alert
them to this problem, which any school board member OX superintengent
should know might be a DLroblem in this day and age. ° .

This Court is nct here to place blame, criticize, or find fault, but this suit
was brought to this Court by the plaintiffs alleging a denial of rights pro-
tected by the Fonrteenth Amendment. And it is this Court’s duty to adjudicate
these grievances. The conrts do not go out and look for these controversial
problems to solve, they are brought to the courthouse by human beings with
a grievance, and that is where they should be brought.

Mhis Court knows that board members change from time to time; this Court
knows that in our complex society of today of large imstitutions that we do
have problems of personal respensibility or of collective responsibility, in-
dividual fanit, or corporate fauilt, private blame or institutional blame. Moral
man and amoral society, as Neihbur puts it, is still with us. But whatever
was the personal and individual intentions of the school board members, who
1 noted did not testify in this case, the board had the ultimate responsibility,
and I find that the board of trustees of the Corpus Christi Independent School
District has not discharged its heavy burden to explain its preference for
what this Court finds is a segregated and dual school system.

I cannot and do not accept the explanations given by the school administra-
tion for not only maintaining a segregated school systera and dual school
system, but reaily what appears to me to be a program which will intensify
and' magnify the problem as time goes on. ’

This Court is of the opinion thet there are reasonable available methods
to effect a unitary system, and this Court finds that this dual system can be
disestablished without significant administrative, educational, economie, or
transportation costs. And I appreciated the plaintiffs bringing the Court's
attention that they are not here asking for a large number of children to be
bussed, and neither is the Court, aud it is obvious that the facuity and the
administrative staff is even more segregaied than the schools. There is no
real dispute here.

The school must &ssign Negroes and Mexican-American teachers throughout
the system on the same ratio of percentages fhey are in the total teacher and
gtaff population. Furthermore, the school board must immediately take steps
to employ more Negro and Mexican-American teachers.

And as to the dire effects the defendant claims will result if there is more
transportation of students than is presently done,- the Court says that the
children who are being bussed now make no such claims, nor have I been
shown any harmful effects on the individual children will outweigh the
harmful effects on the Negro and Mexican-American child who is in a sefre-
gated and dual system. That is my opinion afier giving careful attention
to all of the testimony of the experts.

The physical and social inconveniences that some children might suffer will
not be as severe or as prolonged as compared to the psychological and emo-
tional trauma, and scarring, and crippling that minority children suffer when
they feel they are rejected or not accepted. )

As to the educational benefits—this Court is of the opinion that the Anglo
child and the Negro and the Mexican child will benefit by a unitary system,
and I think the plaintiffs’ statisties and study show this, especially those on
the amount of schooling Angios and Mexican-Americans get in duration of
time. Our nation is becoming polarized and fragmented, and this has the
effect of radicalizing many of nur youns people. It is not enough today to pay
lin service to the Constitation by tokenism.

While many of our institutions has a tendency to divide us, religious in-
stitutions, social institutions. economic institutions, political institutions, the
public school institution, as ¥ see it, is the one unique institution which has the
capacity to unite this nation and to unite this diverse and pluralistic society
that we have. We are not a homogeneous people; we are a heterogeneous
people. we have many races, many religions, many colors in America. Here in
the public school system as yonng Amerlcans, they can study, play together,
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inner-act, they will get to know one another, to respect the others’ differences,
to tolerate each other even though of a different race, color, religious, social
or ethnic status.

But be hat as it may, ti» Supreme Court has resolved that problem for
the district court by saying that scparate education, eduecationxl facilities are
inherently unequal and therefore unconstitutional.

Therefore the Court finds for the plaintiffs and the injunctive relief prayed
for will be granted. .

Because the courts, especially in the south, are finding that a biracial or
human relations conunittee appointed by the court can aid the school boards
and the courts through these trying times, and in these complex problems of
creating a unitary system and maintaining them, this Court is of the opi:ion
that & human relations committee appointed by this Court will be of great
help. And therefore the plaintiff and defendunt will immediately provide the
Court with a list of fiffeen names each of patrons of the Corpus Christl
Independent School District, which list shall include the name, address, and
teleplione number of each person and each list shall include Jve Negroes,
five Anglos, and five Mexican-Americans, and the Court will choose from this
list two nemes from ench of the five names submitted which will provide the
Court wita a committee of twelve persons, four of which will be Anglo, four
will be Negro, and four will be Mexican-Americans. The Court wii charge
this twelve-member human relations committee with the respons'bility of
investigating and consulting and advising with the school board periodically
with respect to all matters tending to promote and to maintain the operations
of a anitary school system, which wili satisfy the law.

Because this opinion and partial final judgment involves a controlling
quiestion of law, as to which there is substantial grounds for Qiffevences of
opinion insofar &s this Court is of the opinion that Mexican-Americans are
an identifiable ethnic class who have suffered de jure and dr facto segregation
and who are protected as a class under the Fourteenth Amendment and the
laws of the United States, and who are now being subjected to a dual school
system in violation of the Fourteenth Amendment and the laws of the United
States, and the Court, that the Court has found that they should be and are
protected, and that they should be in & unitary school system, and therefore,
fie Court is of the opinion that the defendant may utilize the procelures of
98 Tnited States Code Annotated, Section 1292 to the end that suck an inter-
locutery immediate appeal, if the defendant should desire to do so, would
materially advaunce the ultimate determination of this Court. But this opinion
and the judgment to be entered immediately will not be stayed pending this
interlocutory appeal, if one is made because of the defendant’s right to an
emergency appeal under Rule 2 and Related Rules and Practices of the Court
of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit, and further because the parties have already
had the transcript made of all the testimony and the voluminous evidentiury
data which has been introduced into evidence, is already catalogued, and in
such a manner that time will not be a real problem.

The plaintiff and defendant will submit to this Court by July the 15th a
finul plan which will achieve a unitary school system which will be educa-
tionally, adminisiratively, and economiecally reasonable. It shall include a
majority to minority transfer rule as suggested in Singleton, et al, versus
Jackson Municipal Separate School District. No. 29226, decided on May the
5th, 1970, by the Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit.

The deputy courtroom clerk of the court, Miss Baker, shall select the twelve
names which will comprise the human relations committee by arranging all
six stacks of five names iu an alphabetical manner and taking the top two
names from each stack which will provide a human relations committee of
twelve persons, four of which will be Negro, four will be Anglo, and four will
be Mexiean. The clerk will communicate immediately with these twelve
persons and inform them that the Court wislies that they serve on this human
relations committee, and if any should decline to serve, the Court then will
take the next name from the particular stack. The Court has not seem nor
looked at those names and does not know who they are except the Court did
ask the lawyers, and do ask, the lawyers to give us competent people, which
I am sure they have done.

- The Court Reporter will immedintely transcribe these oral findings of fact
and conclusions ¢f law in this opinion and will file it with the clerk of the
court and provide each party with a copy.

et nram
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This Court shall retain jurisdiction of this case until it is satisfied that the
dual 4ystem has been disestablished anad a unitary system is in existence for a
sufficient length of time to indicate the dual system will not tend to be re-
established.

The plaintiff will submit to the Court immediately after consultation with
the defendant's attorneys, and after giviag the defendant an opportunity to
approve it as to form, an appropriate judgment not inconsistent with this
opinion.

The Court is adjourned.

U.S. Districr CoUBT, SouTdErN DisTRICT OF TEXAS, Corrus CHRISTI DIvISION

Jose Cisneros, et al.

8.
Corpus Christi Independent School District

C.A. No. 68-C-95
Ju~E 4, 1970.

PARTIAL FINAL JUDGMENT

Pursuant to the opinion « ¢ the court rendered in open court on June 4, 1970,
which is incorporated herein by reference wherein the court set forth Findings
of Faci and Conclusions of Law, the court on this the 4th day of June, 1970,
renders Partial Final Judgment as follows:

X

On the merits of plaintiffs’ claim pertaining to the present and past. assign-
ment of Negro and ‘Mexican-American students the court is of the opinion
that the facts and law are with plaintiffs and against defendant and judgment
should be rendered for plaintiffs and against defendant. .

It is therefore ORDERED, ADJUDGED and DECREED by the court that
the present assignment of Negro and Mexican-American students, by the
defendant Corpus Christi Independent School District does not conform to law.

It is further ORDERED, ADJUDGED and DECREED by the court that
the defendant Corpus Christi Independent School, the members of its Board
of Trustees, and their successor in office, and tiie agents, officers and employees
of the said district, and all those in active concert with them be, and they
are hereby, permanently enjoined frowm discriminating on the basis of race,
color or ethnic origin in the assignment of students, teachers and staff to the
various schools of the distriet. It is further ordered that defendant School
District shall take the following affirmative action.

1. Assign teachers and staff personnel to various schools so as to elimincte
either racial or ethnic identifiability of ary schools in the system and further
50 as to achieve an assignment of faculty and staff at each school in approxi-
mate proportion to the racial and ethnic composition of the school system’s
entire faculty and staff at the same school level, that is, elementary, Jjunior
high and high schoal.

2. In the consideration of mew schools or expansion of existing facilities
give consideration to the achievement or preservaiion of a reasonable mixture
of Mexican-American and Negro students with other students in each such
new or expanded facility.

8. File in this court on or before July 15, 1970, and simultaneously serve
upon plaintiffs’ counsel, a plan for the revised assignment of the student popu-
lation to be effective before the commencement of the regular school term for
the fall of 1970, which plan will conform to law. Such plan shall in the dis-
cretion of the defendant include the relocation of boundaries or attendance
zones, pairing of schools, grouping of schools, bussing or othetr device which
in the judgment of the defendant school district will promote the objective
of a unitary school system taking into consideration the pertinent educational,
administrative and economic facrors.

Such plan shall include a majority-awinority right of transfer by Mexican-
American ¢r Negro students. Plaintiffs shall likewise file a similar plan.

This court has heretofore requested the parties to nominate ecitizens who
reside in the area of the defendant district to serve as an Advisory Com-
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mittee te this court and to the defendant district. The court shall designate
in a su.sequent order the citizens who shall constitute the Advisory Com-
mittee. Said Committee shall be granted access to all records of the defendant
and shall submit proposals and advice to the district and to this court affect-
ing the achievement, operation and maintenance of & unitary school system
and all matters pertinent thereto, including but not limited to, new construe-
tion and new sites.

Pursuant to a stipulation of the parties, this court has hevetofore severed
the trial of a specific issue of this case, to-wit: the institution and maijnte-
nance of a sequence or grouping system for students. The court makes no
finding with reference to the facts or law pertinent to such issue but retains
Jjurisdiction of the case for the further trial and decision of said issue.

The court further retains jurisdiction of the case for the purpose of amend-
ment, expansion or alteration of this judgment pursuant to the plans to be
filled in this court on or before July 15, 1970.

This judgment is a final judgment of the merits of vhe case but is not &
final judgment insofar as to the appropriate remedial action of the court in
the premises. In making this partial final judgment, the court finds under
o8 U.S.C.A. Section 1202 that this judgment involves a controlling question of
law as to which there is substantial ground fer difference of opinion insofar
as this court has rendered judgment that Mexican-Americans are an identi-
fiable ethnic group who are subject to the protection of the Fourteenth
Amendmert of the Constitution and of the laws of the United States and have
been subjected to both de jure and de facto segregation. The court finds that
i# defendant district desires to appeal from this judgment that such an
immedinte appeal may materially advance the ultimate determination of the
litigation and the court so states in this order, provided, however, that it is
not the intention of this order, provided, however, that it is not the intention
of this. finding under 28 U.S.C.A. Section 1292 to stay proceedings in the
District Court nor to suspend the effectiveness of this judgment. It is a
further condition of this order that defendant shall exercise its right of
appeal under the emergency appeal provisions of Rule 2 of the Federal Rules
of Appeal Procedure and related rules and practices of the Court ol Appeals
for the Fifth Circuit and that Plaintiffs shall cooperate with defendants in
the expeditious prosecution of said appeal
_ Entered at Corpus Christi, Texas, this 4th day of June, 1970.

‘WooDprow SEALS,
U.8. District Judge.
Approved as to form only:

JAMES DEANDA, C. RIS DIxIE, JAMES WOLF,
Attorneys for Plaintiffs.

Rromarp HALL,
Attorney for Defendants.

{Fromw The Kingsville-Bishop (Tex.) Record-News, June 17, 1970]
HEW RerorT SETS DEADLINE ror NEW BisHOP SoHOOL PLAN

Trustéss of the Bishop Consolidated Independent School District, in session
last weei:, received & report from representatives of the Department of
Health, Education and Welfare setting August 1, 1970 as the deadline for
submission of a plan to eliminate what the HEW representatives termed
“yestiges of a segregated school gystem” at the Westside Elementary School.

The report wag submitted to the board last week by two members of a three-
?ember investigating team which conducted an investigation in Bishop last

anuary.

In their findings, the HEW team said the Westside School represented a
“vestige of the segregated school system” and ordered preparation of a
seh?ol district plan to insure racial balance in the various schools of the
system.

The report also called on the school district to make efforts to employ a
larger percentage of Mexican-American teachers and to provide equal educa-
tional opportunities by implementing “bilingual and other programs.”
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School Superintendent W. %. Miller Ji. said yesterday that school offirials
are already at work on the new rlan. Harrell ¥older, whe is due to replace
Miller as Superintendent on July -, was in Bishop yesterday to confer %ith
Miller and members of the board about the problem.

Mrs. Doris Adair and Vance Vannoy reported to the board on kindergarten
needs for the 1970-71 school ye:r. The two administrators estimated that
approximately 50 students in the district would be enrolled in the program.
the exact scope of which will be decided later in the year according to Miller.

The board received # report on the summer maintenance program under
way in the school system, including painting, construction of cabinets and
other minor refurbishing. Milton Jirasek, Bishop Junior High School Principal,
repcérted on summer school which is now in progress for seventh and eighth
graders,

In two votes, the board approved installation of relay systems at the
Petronila campus to protect electrical systems and authorized the administra-
tion to call for bids to be ovened at the July meeting.

Senator YarsorouaH. Is there anything fu-ther.
Dr.ﬁﬁ‘mncm. We wish to thank you for your time. We are very
rateful.
g Senator YareoroueH. The hearing is recessed, then, until tomor-
row morning at 10 o’clock.
(Whereupon, at 1:20 p.m., the select committee recessed, to re-
convene at 10 a.m., Friday, August 21,,1970.)
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EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY

FRIDAY, AUGTST 21, 1970

U.S. SENATE,
Serecr COMMITTEE ON
Eqrar. Epucationar, OPPURTUNITY,
Washington, D.C.

The select committee met at 10 a.m., pursuant to recess, in room
1818, New Senate Office Building, Senator Walier ¥F. Mondale
(chairman of the select committee§ 1s{residlng. ;

Present: Senators Kandelph and Mondale. ]

Staff members present: Josué Gonzdlez, Diractor of Special
Studies.

Senator Moxpare. The committee will come to order.

This morning we are privileged to hear from Mr. Armando Rod-
1iguez, director, Oftice t{;r Spanish Speakinlér American Affairs, in
the Office of Education, and Dr. Thomas P. Carter, Professor of
education and sociology, University nf Texas at El1 Paso, and author
of one of the key works in this field, “Mexican Americans in School:
A History of Education Neglect.”

Mr. Rodriguez, do you wish to proceed?

STATEMENT OF ARMANDO RODRIGUEZ, DIRECTOR, OFFICE FOR
SPANISH-SPEAKING AMERICAN AFFAIRS, U.S. OFFICE OF ED-
UCATION, WASHINGTON, D.C.

Mr. Ropnicuez. Mr. Uhairman, I am privileged to have this op-
portunit¥ to appear before your committee. I am especially pleased
to see a little more of the media here today than yesterday.

Senator Monpare. I think we have one more reporter. :

Mr. RopricuEz. 1 raised questions about the interest of the media
in terms of how they handle the problems and their lack of concern
{.¢ the problems of the Spanish-speaking.

Senator MoxpaLe. If you have an answer for that, I would like
to hear it.

Mr. RopricUEz. Mr. Senator, if history tells us anything, I would
hate to provide that answer, because I don’t think we need to go that
route. L think we need to begin to enlighten the media of what their
responsibilities are.

hope my remarks will further intensify and illuminate your
focus on the educational challenges of more than 6 million Mexican
Americans.

I have had an opportunity to read some of the testimony of pre-
vious witnesses, and I shall attempt to direct my observations toward
recommendatioas for alleviating some of the existing conditions.

;)saa/ (2593)
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OFFICE FOR SPANISH-SPEAKING AMERICAN ATFTAIRS

The Office for Spanish-Speaking American Affairs was created
in July, 1967, as the Mexican American Affairs Unit. The charge
to the office was to pr-vide expertise in program operation, policy
development, and comrianication between the Office of Education
and its Mexican American constituents. L

The concept of a product manaﬁ@r was envisioned. The office was
designed to operate with a small permanent stafi—three profes-
sionals—and to work with program people in the various units of OE

i
B
4
4
5
i
4
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in carrying out its responsibility. . v

The title and program scope of the office was changec in Januar :
of this year, ang a coustituer.cy of £ million Puerto Ricans, 1 mil- .
lifn Cflfl ans, and 1 million Latinos was added, without any addition 4
of gtatt. '

Three years of experience has sliown that the 1mnost effective roles 7
of the offico are: (1) “brokering” fund requests from the field; (2) i
disseminating information on promising programs and program and 3
policy directions of education of the Spanish-speaking; (3) provid-
ing OE with inforraation on the wants and desires of the Mcxican
American in educational programs; (4) increasing the em{»lpyment
by the Office of Education of Spanish-speaking personnel in pro-
gram- implementation positions; (5) stimulating interest and par-
ticipation by private industry in supporting educational programs
for the Mexican American.

We have, I believe, become an effective advocate for equal edu-
cational opportunities for the bilingual, bicultural parson.

And this advocacy has been, in the past 2 years, supported by an
increasing attention in publications and pronouncements of the
educational dilemma of the Mexicar American.

I recommend a couple of recent publications to the committee.
The first is “Mexican Americans in School: A History of Educa-
tional Neglect,” by Dr. Thomas Carter of the University of Texas
% E&Paso, and published by the College Entrance Examination

oar : -

The second is “Disadvantaged Mexican American Children and
Early Educational Txperience,” published by the Southwest Edu-
cational Development Laboratory in Austin, Tex.

In November, the entire issue of the “National Elementary Prin-
cipal’s. Journal” will be devoted to the education of the Spanish-
speaking. This was done by ‘our effice.

LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

Rather than repeat some of the items on the already. long list
of educational problems of the Mexican American presented to you,
I want to concentrate on cne factor I believe is the basis of these
problems, and then move toward some recommendations for solution.

There is little doubt in my mind, after 3 years of countrywide
travel and observation, that the single most destructive force against 4
equal educational opportunity for the Mexican American is the edu- 4
cgtionq.l attitude of our public schools and our institutions of iigher
education. . :
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I wani $o repeat the term, “educational” attitude. It is this attitude
that accounts for the behavior of the classroom teacher in setting the
aspiration_level of the Mexican American youngster so much lower
than his classmates. ' C

It is this attitude that results in reluctance—even resistance toward
hiring Mexican Americans as teachers or their promotion to counsel-
ing and administrative positions.

%t is this attitude that determin
in our teacher-education colleges. . .

It is this attitude that permeates the curriculum and materiuls,
and the instructional techniques of those schools serving the bilin-
zual, bicultural child and adult. AR

It is this attitude that results in ethnic: isolation which creates a
homogeneity of educational environment in which a_ perception of
cultural diversity, without an assumption of cultural superiority,
cannot oceur. o )

It is this attitude that eventually warps the edueational attitude
of the Mexican American parent and child. )

Note that I am talking about educational -attitude. This is the
attitude that directs the behavior of the teacher, the principal, the
education professor “in the school and learning environment,” and
may differ radically with the attitude of the same person away from
this environment.

This educational attitude is predicated on the term, but false,
belief that culturally different and linguistically different youngsters
cannot or will not become successful learners in the “American”
school. And that “American” school is one whose educational phi-
losophy is monocultural and monolingual.

It is this attitude that confuses economically deprived with cul-
turally different. It is this attitude that confuses homogenous learn-
ing environment with “providing for individual differences” which
results in ethnic and linguistic isolation.

I believe the cornmittee has a copy of a brief but significant paper
dealing with “Isolation of National Origin Groups in the Public
Schools.”

I refer you to this paper, from the Office for Civil Rights of HEW,
for a description of Eehawor‘reSulting from-the educational attitude
of our schools. : _

I mentioned 2 moment ago that this educational sttitude phenom-
enon also is reflected in the parent and child. Mexican American
youngsters come tc school with a potential of becoming a rich asset
to our country—a bilingual, bicultural person.

The youngster may not know it, his parents may not know it—
the tragedy is that either the school, who should know, doesn’t know
it or doesn’t cave about it. Here -is where educational attitude
prevails,

The very teacher, or principal, or college professor, or bureaucrat
who is most anxious that his youngster learn a second language—
and retain his first language—and also travel abroad and learn the
culture of another country-—will persist in providing a lcarning
environment for the Mexican American youngster designed to de-
stroy - his bilingual potential, and eradicate his claim to bicultural

heritage. =

es the characteristics of curriculum

iy




Q

ERIC

}“

2596

The result is that the educational attitude of the parent and child

begins to reflect the educational attitude of the school. )

onolingualism and monoculturaiism is expected—and with 1t
comes the destruction of the self-image of the Chicano—both as an
individual and a partner in two cultures. The school has rejected
him as an individual which means they have rejected his parents.

This vicious circle of persisting educational attitude has resulted
in educational genocide for thousands of Mexican Americans. It 1s
this educational attitude that we must change if equal educational
opportunity will become a reality for the Mexican American.

We can talk all we want abont other factors—test instructions,
curriculum, materials, socioeconomic factors, concentration of stu-
dents, segregation, integration—the fact remains that the single
S(%ur_ce of these other factors jies in the “Anglo” educational point
of view.

Let me conclude my observations on this point of educational
attitude by quoting Dr. Manuel Ramirez, now of the University of
California, Riverside, Calif., when he testified before the hearings
of the U.S. Civil Rights Commission in Texas in December, 1968.

Dr. Ramirez says:

My research has identified two different kinds of conflict. The first type
arises as & result of the fact that the Mexican American is led to believe that
he cannot be identified with two cultures at the same time, There is one
message that is given by his parents, his relatives, and other Mexican Ameri-
can students, who tell him that if he rejects Mexican American culture and
identifies with the Anglo culture, he may be considered a traitor to his ethnic

group.
Dr. Ramirez went on to say:

The other message comes from teachers, employers, and Anglo friends, who
tell him that if he doesn’t rejuet the Mexican American culture, he will be
unable to reap the educational and economic bemefits that are in the Anglo

culture, .
The second type is really & series of conflicts which come about because

the Mexican American student is bringing with him a tzries of behaviors,
perceptions, methods of viewing the world, of doing things . . . and this
conflicts with the value system of the Anglo middle-class.

Then he concludes:

The big problem that we face as Mexican Americans is, how can we have
our children maintain as many of the Mexican American values as possible
and still be a success in the Anglo world?

It is my feeling that what Dr. Ramirez is saying is that given an
eniightened educational environment, the Mexican American young-
ster would find for himself the best of two worlds and serve those
two worlds to the golden refection of & truly bilingual, bicultural
soclety.

I am convinced that the first place we must start to deal with
this educational attitude is in the teacher-preparation institutions.
Today, public school administrators are frustrated at every turn
where teacher-training institutions are segregated from the cause of
pltlélic school education, as so many continue to be by deliberate
mtent.

_And the cause of ethnic isolation 2nd linguistic rejection will con-
tinue, and programs aimed at equality of educational opportunity
will be manacled and weighted so long-as colleges and universities
pursue a path of bare tokenism and noninvolvement. )

A
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TEACHER TRAINING

Unless there is an about-face in teacher-training practices, public
school administration will be forced to assume some of the college
function and to fight for legislation to support the assumption of
such responsibilities. .

Tt is not enough to introduce a couple of courses In the teacher-
Ereparation curriculum on teaching the “disadvantaged.” In the

rst place, in dealing with the Mexican American, we are not deal-
ing with “disadvantaged” in the sense so easily accepted today. We
may be dealing with youngsters possusSing “gdvantages” needing
only cultivation and respect. . .

1¥1 the National Conference on Educational Opportanities for the
Mexican American in April, 1968, I called for an immediate pro-
%ram to train 100,000 bilingual, bicultural teachers. I have no idea

ow many bilingual and bicaltural teachers—Spanish-English—we
have in our schools today. My guess is less than 5,000 and most of
these are not trained to teach subject matter bilingually.

Since the educational attitude of a community is expressed most
visibly by the educational personnel of the schools, it 15 1mperative
that any force for change in the attitude must come from the site
of acquisition of that attitude. This, in my opinion, must begin
at the teacher-preparativn institutions. .

And the tragedy is that often a person’s educational attitude 1s
much in conflict with his own personal attitude and iphilosophy on
the value of a second language and the iinportance of cultural cog-
nizance beyond his native culture,

At whatever the costs, the public schools and those who train
their personnel must create cooperatives for teacher training, re-
search, and educational leadership that will effectively and immedi-
ately produce a change in the educational attitude of our country
towarg the culturally and linguistically different child ard adult.

There must be common goals established for such ventures and
examples of culturally and linguistically integrated public schools
set up.

We have two programs now operating that move in the positive
direction, but they need help. They need plenty of help.

This year, the Education Professions Development ,Ect has funded
10 bilingual teacher trainin% programs. We can be hopeful that out
of these programs, some at the junior college level, will come a trickle
of teachers whose experience in becoming bilingual teachers will
result in educational attitudes that reject the concept of the mono-
lingual, monocultural school.

Our Bilingual Education Act, with its over 180 projects now
funded, and with a considerable investment in development of ma-
terials, and assessment of materials related to bilingual education,
may also provide an impetus toward turning around the prevailing
educational attitude.

But _these two prograins, however well they may be funded and
administered will not be able to change prevailing attitudes alone.
We must develop additional resources focused on attainment of
equai educational opportunity.
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SENSITIVE AND HUMANE SCHOOLS, FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL ROLES

It seems to me that the most important arena for educational ;
attitude change outside the teacher preparation schools is the local 5
education agency. It is here that the product of that teacher train- 3
ing institution first faces a test—a challenge of the validity of this
attitude.
Tt is here where we must bring to bear supportive resources of the
State and Federal Governments to assist the local educational agency
in formulating a new attitude in t:e education of the bilingual, bi-
cultural child and adult, ) ) »
I would suggest that the local education agency has the following
responsibilities in this battle for attitudinal change. .
{ 1. To seek out and employ as many bilingual, bicultural
i teachers as possible and place them at the primary grades where -
attitudinal conflicts have not yet been firmly empﬁmted in the
child_and_parent. .
2. Develop and conduct educational programs in all the com-
e munities served by the school on the national value of cultural
diversity and linguistic competence. .
3. Seek out and purchase cultural materials reflecting the
: ethnic makeup of the school’s constituents.
4. Revise the curriculum to provide for balanced and ade-
; %uate emphasis on the cultural contributions of the Mexican
merican both to our national heritage and to the local cultural
i heritage.
i For our State education agencies, we must demand that they also
play a far more vigorous role in advancing pluralism in our schools
through an attack on the present educational attitude.
- They can do this throngh assuming a more forceful role as an
advocate for educational attitude change by: ‘
1. Allocating some State monies for use in revising the cur-
riculum in teacher preparation institutions in the State colleges
- and universities. )
¢. Developing State legislation that enunciates a State legal '
comnmitment to cultural and linguistic pluralism. '
8. Initiating a program of disseminating promising educa-
tional programs effectively attacking educational attitudes.
. 4. Coordinating their financial resources to local school agen-
cles so every funﬁing support carries with it a commitment for
a positive chenge to operation of educational programs for the
culturally and Tinguistically different. e A

S B A I S e S s e B L T s

PUBLIC AND POLITICAL FACTORS

For our Federal Government, there must be clearer evidence of
leadership and commitment in all of its operations—not just those
in education. This must be o deep-rooted, gsychologlcal and philo-

sophical commitment for making cultural diversity a working pat-
» ) ! tern in the fabric of our society. .
, Our Federal Government must continue to provide leadership by
making financial resources available io the States and local educa-
tional agencies so concerns can become visible and real commitments.
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The office of Education must assume a more active role in assess-
ing the pulse of attitudinal movements in education and be pre-
pazred to support the positive ones, and thwart the negative ones.

And finally, the Federal Government must create a priority pro-
gram for education attitude change and enunciate these priorities,
with resources in money and manpower, to the State and local edu-
cation units. '

I would like to comment on one other aspect of this fight for
change in educational attitude. I am concerned over tke slowness of
our professional education organizations in developing programns
for attacking present educational attitudes.

Tt is true that most of them now have an office for minorities and

~ some publications dealing with minority educational difficulties, but

I have yet to see these associations come squarely to grips with the
real issue—the attitudes of their members in serving their black and
brown classroom constituents and their parents. :

I would respectfully suggest that any examination of the issue of
equal educational opportunity in our country today cannot Le com-
plete without an assessment of the existing role of the professionul
education organization, and the declaration by the orgaxizations of
their commitment of program and resources for making this change.

S. 3883 offers to the Mexican American and other anish-speak-
ing people, a great opportunity to ruster resources suflicient to turn
around the present educational attitude that now stifles and destroys
the educational opportunities of thousands of bilingual, bicultural
children and adults.

I hope I have given some assistance to the committee and I am
deeply appreciative of this opportunity to be present today.

Senator MonpaLE. Thank you, Mr. Rodriguez, for your most use-
ful statement. You probably have more experience than anyone else
in_the Federal educational apparatus.

Before I ask questions, I will ask Di. Carter to give us his state-
ment and then will question you together. The questions I have to
ask are common to the two ¢f you.

STATEMENT OF THOMAS P. CARTE®, PROFESSOR OF EDUCATION
AND S0CIOLOGY, UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT EL PASO, EL PASO,
TEX.

- Mr. Carter. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I regret I have had
neither the time nor the facilities at my disposal this summer to
prepare the more lengthy statement your office requested.

owever, in addition to my remarks this morning, I request that
the summary chapter of my ‘book, “Mexican Americans in School,”
be entered in the record, as what I plan to say today is augmented
in more detail in the book. ‘ '

Senator Monparz. We will place that document in the commiittee

files.

Mr. Carrer. The Mexican American faces all manner of well
documented problems within Southwestern society, and -currently,
to & growing extent, in other Sections of the Nation.

ETRU
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MEXICAN AMERICAN—EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT

While Anglos stereotype the Mexican American in numerous and
prejudicial ways, a social scientist can only categorically state that
the Mexican American tends to speak Spanish, tends to profess
Roman Catholicism, tends to be poor, tends to do poorly in school,
and tends to suffer overt, though often subtle discrimination.

As a social scientist, I huvegbeen concerned with attempting to
understand or explain the extremely low Mexican American rates
of academic achievement and the exceedingly high rates attrition
(ﬁoss)rates, dropout rates, push-out rates, whatever you wish to call
them).

In my search for an explanation, I have come to categorically
reject the stereotypic cultural explanation and the so-called theory
of cultural disadvantagement or deprivation that is supported by
the stereotype.

As an educator, I have becn concerned with steps taken or pro-
posed by schools o overcome low academic achievement and high
attrition rates. _

As T reject the simplistic cultural deprivation explanation, I like-
wise question the almost universal assumption that traditional com-
pensatory and/or remcdial education will improve the Mexican

- American educational situation.

As I meniioned in the summary chapter of my book, three avenues
of Federal intervention are opel to aid Mexican American youth.

They are to provide support and incentive to the school in its
efforts to modify the Mexican American child and his home environ-
ment in order to help the Mexican American meet the expectations
of the present school.

The second avenue is to change the schoel, to modify the school,
to cause it to more adequately adjust to the societies and cultures it
serves.

The third approach attempts to change society. I will elaborate
on thege points later.

Let me briefly touch upon each and make some additional sug-
gestions for action.

LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

Generally speaking, wherever large, relatively homogeneous and
socially isolated groups of culturally different children, for exam-

le, some groups of Mexican Americans, Spanish Americans, ghetto-
lacks or American-Indians, come into intense and sustained contact
with American schools, the result is almost invariably low academic
achievement, high absenteeism, “discipline problems,” and early
mental and physical dropout.

This obvious failure is rationalized by schoolmen by recourse to
the “cultural deprivation theor‘y” or what Murray and Rosalee Wax,
two anthropologists, call the “vacuum ideology of education.”

The cultural groups in question are seen to fail in school because
they are deprived of the experiences and socialization assumed to
be common among middle-class children.

bt e e DAL e e s Sk e s
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Assuming this proposition, the educational establishment remedies
the situation with compensatory and/or remedial programs.
}'II‘he underlying logic is that the child is to be < anged to fit the
school. :
COMPENSATORY EDUCATION PROGRAMS

Programs usually entail no substantial changes-in the formal or
informal curriculums or objectives, but rather are intensified and
concentrated efforts to accomplish what the regular school program
has already failed to do. .

The bulkk of Federal moneys to prblic education have supported
such programs and, I must add, implicitly supporced the question-
able assumption that the poor and the “foreign” are “culturally
deprived.” . .

n supporting these programs and their underlying rationale,
Federal efforts have generally sapported the school status quo rather
than encouraging significant schooi reform. Unfortunately, the cycle
continues; poverty and cultwral difference lead to school failure
which leads to “foreigness” and poverty.

Tt is a vicions cycle. The school is net usnally successful in modi-
fying the learner’s culture or language, nor in bringing the child into
more full and equal participation in American Soclety.

Unfortunately, edncators continue to find plausible and sufficient
explanations for school failure in either the “peculiar psychological”
or “peculiar cultural” makeup of the individual or group. (3ften,
social science research has contributed to this kind of explanation.

Too much social science information on the nature of the Me:xican
American subculture has been used by educators to strengthen their
own biases and stcreotypes.

While I seriously question the effectiveness of most compensatory
and remedial programs, we educators have not adequately studied
their long- or short-term ountcomes.

All Federa] efforts to support such programs must demand care-
ful objective study of both E)ng- and short-range success/failure,

The U.S. Office of Education, or its delegate agencies, must in-
sure careful data collection and provide objective data analysis in
order to determine what kind og program reaches its goals, with
what kind of children, under what conditions. With detailed analysis,
the least effective programs can hopefully be eliminated. And the
more effective ones strengthened, prior to the point where they be-
come “institutionally ingested.”

Many prcgrams, such as Headstart, are becoming part and parcel
of the regular school program. This “ingestion” causes them to lose
their experimental aura and perhaps much of their benefit both to
the children and to the schoof.

SENSITIVE AND HUMANE SCHOOLS

I argue that there is nothing “deprived” or “disadvantaged” about
Mexican Americans, rather, than Mexican American children are
bﬁth “good and sufficient” and that school ard society have failed
them. )

S
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Instead of attributing the problem to the children and the cul-
turally different groups from which they spring, I feel school and
society are principally to blame for the low achievement and high
dropout rate. .

As we all know, it is very difficult to change society; however,
the schoo! can change. Educational programs to condition the child
to fit the school have failed and willpcontinue to do so. .

The essential approach is to change the school rather than mi-
nority group children. the school must:

Adspt to-the local cultural milieu, curriculums must reflact the
real cultural content, not idealized middle-class culture. Children
‘ must learn to cope with the real society, not necessarily acquire
z idealized middle-class culture and norms—norms thut the school
imposes.

Eliminate practices that are detrimental to individuals or, groups
of children. It must substitute positive affirmative practices for
: present negative ones.
| Here we are referring to what Mr. Rodriguez referred to as edu-
cational attiudes. These are negative, detrimental factors, and must
be substituted with positive ones. .

The civil rights and civil liberties of children, particularly mi-
nority children, must supersede other considerations.

When you often let civil rights and civil liberties be secondary
c0 what the educational establishment sees as the “needs of the
children,” I don’t think civil liberties and civil rights can be dele-
gated to second-class status.

The school must measure success, children’s success, or failure,
not against middle-class norms but establish new and flexible yard-
sticks. The success of a school system is best measured, not on yearly
achievement norms, but on the ability of the individual to live in
and manipulate the social environment when he leaves the system.

Be encouraged to accept and rationally cope with “consumer feed-
back” in the form of dropouts, low achievement, “discipline prob-
lems,” vociferous demands, and campus disturbances. Rather than
continue the well-established practice of ascribing such behavior to
the inadequacies of the student, the school must see these cir-
cumstances as reflective of unsatisfactory formal and informal cur-
riculums.

The kinds of school changes needed are easy to detail and enu-
merate; they may be well-nigh impossible o accomplish. However,
it is my opinion that Federal moneys can best be spent in efforts
toward institutional self-study and self-change rather than par-
ticulaw specifics such as remedial reading, a new set of audio-visual
gimmicks or field trips to 2 museum or dairy, _

Rather than concentrate on what are called “exemplary programs”
or curriculums, new psychometric instruments, new gadgetry, or
what-have-you, to cause the Mexican American child to conform to
the middle-class expectations of the school, steps must be taken to
force the school to objectively examine itself in light of the com-
munity it serves. , v _ ‘ :

The Iidemt of this self-study hopefully will be radical institu-
tional cheange. So far, Federal support to education has tended to
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abet the maintenance of the school status quo rather than encourag-
ing substantial institutional change.

I would argue that there is no one program or curriculum that
will save the (ﬁmy for the Mexican American. There is no one Mexican
American, no one school, and no one Southwestern community.

Only through encorraging self-study and the development of total
approaches to cope with the Mexican American “failure” in school
is their real hope of improvement. We must stop treating symptoms.
‘We must reconsider specific remedies and look to the total picture
and the total school-community social climate.

hThe big question is how to encourage school self-study and self-
change.

Federally supported centers, perhags similar to the Regional Serv-
ice Centers, could, if properly staffed, aid school districts to under-
take self-study ond to propose radical changes. .

Modifications might conceivably include any number of things.
For example, modifications might inciude; bilingual and bicultural
organization, parent committees to ]i»rowde what I call “political”
support for Mexican American children, financial assistance for
students, token or real economic rewards for school excellence, hu-
man relations training for staff and students, changing in teaching
styles, the elimination of tracking, more parent involvement, group
counseling, attempts at integration rather than sterile and perhaps
personally damaging desegregation, changes in curriculum, student
involvement, proportional representation on school boards, and an
inconceivable number of additional possibilities. .

I assume that_institutional change will come about best by glving
constructive assistance to those districts desirous of studying an
modifying themselves. '

Such school interest must be aided and comprehensive institutional
reorganization and modification must be financially rewarded.

In my opinion, present efforts at school change or institutional
modification imply a series of very questionable assumptions.

One of these assumptions is that specific pro%'rams that seem logical
or are demonstrated to work in one local will do so in another.

TEACHER TRAINING

Second, they imply the assumption that teacher preparation insti-
tutions can produce “change agents”—this is the point Mr. Rodri-
guez has been arguing for, and I agree.

But my point is can a teacher preparation institution produce a
change agent that the school district will hire and, if hired, will
the school district permit them to make any substantial changes?

Another assumption is that the findings of studies from unknown
school districts have transfer value to a specific school.

Another questionable assumption is that parent involvement in an
advisory capacity is influential in causin%n:hange.

Another 1s that the greparation of administrators as “change
agents” (such as the USOE-FORD projects), will result in these
individuals being either accepted or influential within a highly
formalized school bureaucracy.

i
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Tr. summary, the assumption that schoolmen react and implement
change due fo rational intellectual persuasion is open to serious
guestion. .

The term aiding a system in its self-study and change must in-
vestigate all aspects of the learner-teacher, learner-learner, learner-
society and school-community relationships. No Elecemeal approach
will suffice. Substantial financial rewsid must be forthcoming, or
some other form of reward must be forthcoming, for those that take
an integrated approach toward institutional change.

SCHOOLS AND SOCIAL POLICY

The school does not change soziety. Rather, it reflects and is func-
tionally integrated with it. This 1s perhaps the school’s greatest

roblem. The school, acting alone, cannot eliminate discrimination,
1t cannot make more jobs available, it cannot, by itself, defeat
racism.

However, it can eliminate bias, discrimination and racism from
within its own institutional walls.

‘While the school does not change society, it can capitalize on the
social situation. For example, in that there is less discrimination
against Mexican Americans in higher statns occupations requiring
advanced preparation, Federal aid might best encourage poor Mexi-
can Americans to acquire this preparation by providing financial
grants, such as the G% bill, to all the poor or to all the population
on some sliding scale based on ability of the parents to pay.

Likewise, in areas of extreme discrimination and “economic un-
derdevelopment”—and here I automatically think of the Lower Rio
Grande Valley of Texas—federslly supported counseling and relo-
cation centers might encourage the subordinate Mexican American
population to migrate to other geographic areas where more op-
portunity and less discrimination exists.

‘Undoubtedly, the political ramifications of both, especially the
latter su %%stlon, would be extreme.

To ai exican American youth, we must study the school as a
social institution and study, as Mr. Rodriguez suggests, the insti-
tutional attitudes, what I would call the social climate of the
mstitution.

LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

Then we must study ways to cause it to more realistically adapt
itself to the reality of this Nation, in this time, and to the culturally
different.

The Mexican Anmerican does poorly in school not because he is
deprived. Rather, because the school fails to make an intelligent
adjustment to his culture, language and economic situation.

The school will continue to fail this and other segments of Ameri-
can youth, as well as society in general, unless efforts are directed
toward serious institutivnal study and modification.
hfI‘he éfederal Government must provide support and reward to
this end. o

I apologize for the shortness of the statement. However, I think
it does tend to capsulate my basic approach, which is let’s stop
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characterizing the child, let’s stop worrying about his disadvantage-
ment and his cultural difference, and let’s start talking in terms of
changing the institution. .

Thank you.

(‘The document is in the committee files.) -

(The statement of Dr. Thomas P. Carter follows:)

PREPARED STATEMENT ofF DR. THomAs P. CARTER

Mr. Chairman: I regret that I have had neither the time nor facilities at
my disposal to prepare the more lengthy and specific statement you requested.
However, in addition to my previous statement from my book, I have pre-
pared a few remarks I would like to read.

The Mexican American faces all manner of well documented problems
within Southwestern society and to a growing extent in other sections of
the nation. While Anglos stereotype him in numerous and prejudicial ways,
a social scientist can only categorically state that the Mexican American:
tends to speak Spanish, fends to profess Roman Catholicism, tends to be poor,
tends to do poorly in school, and tends to suffer overt, though often subtle,
discrimination.

As a social scientist I have been concerned with attempting to understand
or explain the extremely low Mexican American rates of achievement and
the exceedingly high attrition (drop-out push-out) rates. In my search for
explanation I have come to categorically reject the stereotypic, “culturai”
explanation and the “theory” of cultural disadvantagement or deprivation
that supports it. As an educator I have.been concerned with steps taken or
proposed by schools to overcome low academic achievement and high attrition
rates. As I reject the simplistic cultural deprivation explanation, I likewise
question the almost universal fssumption that traditional compensatory and/or
remedial education will improve the situation. '

As T mentioned in my longer statement, three avenues of {ederal intervention
are open to aid Mexican American youth. They are to provide support and
incentive to: 1) the school in its efforts to modify the Mexican American
child and his home environment in order to help the Mexican American meet
the expectations of the present school, 2) change the school to cause it to
adjust to the societies and cultures it serves, and 3) change society. Let me
briefly truch upon each and make some additional suggestious for action.

Generally speaking, wherever large relatively homogeneous and socially
isolated groups of culturally different children, for example some groups of
Mexican Americans, Spanish Americans, ghetto blacks, or American Indians.

_come into intense and sustained contact with schools the result is almost

invariably low academic achievement, high absenteeism, “discipline prob-
lems,” and early mental and physical drop-out. This obvious failure is ration-
alized by schoolmen by recourse to the “cultural deprivation theory,” or what
has been called the “vacuum ideology of education.” The cultural groups in
question are seen to fail in school because they are deprived of the experi-

ences.and socialization assumed tc be common among middle clasg childrep..

Assuming this proposition the educational establishment remedies the sitna-
tion with compensatory and remedial programs. The underlying logic is that
the child is to be changed to fit the school. Programs usually entail no sub-
stantial changes in the formal or informal curriculums or objectives but
rather are intensified and concentrated efforts to accomplish what the regular
school program failed to do. The bulk of federal monies to public education
have supported such programs and, I must add, implicitly supported the
Questi aable assumption that the poor and the “foreign” are “culturally de-
prived.” In supporting these programs and their underlying rationale federal
efforts have generally supported the school status quo rather than encouraging
significant school reform. Unfortunately, the cycle continues, poverty aud
cultural difference lead to school faflure which .leads to ‘“foreigness” and
poverty. The school is not usually successful in modifying the learner's culture
or language, nor in bringing the child into more full and equal participation
in American society. ‘

Unfortunately educators continue to find plausable and. sufficient explana-
tions for school failure in either the “peculiar psychological” or “peculiar
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cultural” makeup of the individual or group. Often social science research
has contributed to this kind of explanation. Too much social science informa-
tion on the nature of the Mexican American sub-culture has been used by
educators to strengthen their own biases and stereotypes. E
While I seriously question the effectiveness of most compensatory and
remeaial programs we have not adequately studied their long or short term N
outcomes. All federal efforts to support such programs must demand careful
objective study of both long and short range success/failure. The U.S.0.E,
or its delegate agencies, must insure careful data collection and provide
objective data analysis in order to determine what kind of program reaches ;
! its goals, with wha: kind of children, under what conditions. With detailed
analysis the least efective programs can hopefully be eliminated prior to the
point of “institutional ingestion.” Many programs such as Head Start are
becoming part and parcel of the regular school program. This “ingestion” o~
causes them to lose their experimental aura and perhaps much of their
benefit both to the children and to the school.
I argue that there is nothing “deprived or disadvantaged” about Mexican
: Americans, rather that Mexicun American children are both “good and suffi- .
! cient” and that school and society have failed them. Instead of attributing
i the problem to the children apd the culturally different groups from which
: they spring, I feel school and society are principally to blame. As we all know
: it is very difficult to change society; however, the school can change. Educa-
tional programs to condition the child to fit the school have failed and will
H continue to do so. The essential approach is to change the school rather than
: minority group children. The school must: ki
§ Adapt to the local cultural milieu, curriculums must reflect the real cultural ;
§

content not idealized middle class culture. Children must learn to cope with
the real society not necessarily aequire idealized middle class culture and
norms. :
Bliminate practices that are detrimental to individuals or groups of chil-
dren. It must substitute positive affirmative practices for Dresent negative
ones. The civil rights and civil liberties of children must supersede other
considerations. o :
Measure success not against middle class morms but establish new and
flexible yardsticks. The success of a school system is best measured, not on
yearly achievement norms, but on the ability of the individual to live in and
manipulate the social environment When he leaves the system. )
Be encouraged to accept and rationally cope with ‘‘consumer feedback’” in
the form of dropouts, low achievement, “discipline problems,” vociferous de-
mands, and campus disturbances.  Rather than continue the well-established
practice of ascribing such behavior to the inadequacies of the student, the
: school must see these circumstances as reflective of unsatisfactory formal and
: informal curriculums.
The kinds of school changes needed are easy to detail and enumerate;
they may be well-nigh impossible to accomplish. However it is my opinion
that federal monies can best be spent in efforts toward institutional self-study
and self-change rather thar particular specifics such. as remedial reading, a
: new set of audiovisual gimmicks or field trips to a museum or dairy. Rather it
* ! than concentrate on ‘“‘exemplenary programs” or curriculums, new psycho-
metric instruments, new gadgetry, “innovative scheduling” or what have you,
to cause the Mexican American chilé to conform to the middle class expecta-
tions of the school, steps must be taken to: force the school to objectively e
examine itself in light of the community it serves. The product of this self-
. study hopefully will be radical institutional change. So far federal support in
3 education has abetted the maintenance of the school status quo rather than
3 encouraging institutional change. There is no ore program or curriculum 3
that will save the day for the Mexican American. There is no one¢ Mexican s
American—nor one school—nor one 8.W. community. F
Only through encouraging self study and the development of total ap-
proaches to cope with the Mexican American “failure” in school is their real
4 hope of improvement. We must stop treating symptoms, we must reconsider
s . 3 specific remedies and look to the total picture and the total school-community
’ : social climate. The big question is how to encourage school self-study and
X adaptation. ;
- Federally supported centers, perhaps similar to the present regional service i
centers, could if properly staffed aid districts to undertake self-study and to
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propose radical changes. Modifications might conceivably include: bilingual
organization, parent committees to provide ‘political” support for Mexican
American childrep, financial assistance for students, token or real economic
reward for school excellence, human relations training for staff and changes
in teaching style, the elimination of “tracking,” more parent involvement,
group counseling, attempts at integration rather than sterile (#nd perhaps
personally damaging) desegregation, changes in curriculum, student involve-
ment, proportional representation on school boards and an inconceivable
number of additional possibilities. I assume that institutional change will
come about best by giving constructive assistance to those districts desirous
i of studying themselves. Such school interest must be aided and comprehensive
institutional reorganization and modification must be flnancially . rewarded
gL for their efforts. Present efforts at school change imply a series of question-
Lo - able assumptions: 1) that specific programs that seem logical or are demon-
o strated to work in one locale will do so in another, 2) that teacher prepara-
tion institutions can produce ‘‘change agents” and that school districts will
hire them and permit them to make substantial changes, 3) that findings of
. studies from unknown schools have transfer value to a specific school, 4) that
i parent involvement in an advisory capacity is infiuential in causing change,
¥ 5) that the preparation of administrators as change agents (USOE-FORD
4 projects) will result in these individuals being either accepted or infiuential
] within a school bureaucracy, and 6) in summary, that schoolmen react and
implement change due to rational intellectual persuasion rather than the
3 manipulation of power. The team aiding a system in its self study and change
i must investigate all aspects of the learner-teacher, learner-learner, learner-
i society and schooi-community relationships. No piecemeal approach will suffice.
i Substantial financial reward must be forthcoming for those that take an
3 integrated approach toward institutional change. K
The schonl does not change society, rather it refiects and is integrated with
: . it. The school acting alone cannot eliminate diserimination, make more jobs,
defeat rzcism. However it can eliminate bias, diserimination and racism from
; within its walls. While the school does not change society it can capitalize on
5 the social situation. In that .there is less discrimination against Mexican
American iu higher status occupations requiring advanced preparation, federal
aid might best encourage poor Mexican Americans to acquire this preparation
by providing financial grants (like the G.I. Bill) to all poor or to all on some
sliding scale based on ability to pay. Likewise, in areas of extreme @iscrimt-
nation and “economic underdevelopment” (for example the lower Rio Grande
Valley of Texas), federally supported counseling and relocation centers might
encourage the subordinate population to migrate to other geographic areas.
3 Undoubtedly the political ramifications of both, especially the - latter, sug-
v gestions would be extreme. .
g To aid Mexican American youth we must study the school as a social in-
stitution and study ways to cause it to more realistically adopt itself to the
reality of the culturally different. The Mexican American does .poorly in
school not because he is “deprived,” rather because the school fails to make -
any intelligent adjustment to his culture, language, and economic situation.
4 The school will continue to fail this and other segments of youth, as well as
society in general, unless efforts are directed toward serious institutional
: study and modification. The federal government must provide support and
] rewerd to this end. Thank you.

) MPFXICAN AMERICANS: EDUCATIONAL DEPRIVATION

Senator Monpare. Would one of you, or both of you, define or
describe the extent to which, for whatever reason or reasons, the
school systems of this country are failing the Mexican American child?

What I am driving at is a hard description of damage in terms of
: the number of dropouts or push-outs, the degree of underachieve-
: ment, the numbers of Chicano students in higher educational insti-

= : tutions, or in terms of any standard you chose.
_ I think, Mr. Rodriguez, you have sat through some of these hear-
ings. There have been some pretty severe indictments. I think yes-
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terday one of the witnesses estimated that 80 percent of the
Mexican American children in his area of Texas can be expected
to have been pushed out or have droggjed out by the sixch grade.

Mr. RobricuUEz. Senator, as you well know, our educational system
has been a system that was established to_sift out, to reject people,
to exclude people, especially people who did not fit the educational
mold. About 1954, there was a Supreme Court ruling saying that
equal educational opportunities shall now be provided for every-
body. But we are asking an institution that was created to exclude
to now become including without changing the system.

There is no possible way for the educational system of our countlgr
today that was designed to exclude those who didn’t fit_the mold,
without changing it, to now become an including institution. There
is no way it can be done.

Therefore, Mexican Americans cannot fit the Anglo mold. There-
fore, the 80 percent will be a reality until the Institution, as Dr.
Carter indicated, recognizes that it is disadvantaged for these chil-
dren and begin to change so that it includes them rather than
excluding tkem. ] )

At that point, it will begin to diminish the dropouts.

Senator Monpare. I am trying briefly to measure the extent to
which Mexican-American children are suffering from the system,
whatever its definition, before investigating the specific aspects of
that system.

Would you say that the 80-percent figure that we heard yesterday
is an exaggeration?

Mr. Ropricuez. I would base it on Dr. Carter’s research done in
the Lower Rio Grande Valley of Texas, where they indicated that
something like 79 percent of these students that went into school
drop out before high school, before they terminate highschool.

enator MonparLe. We heard alarming testimony that possibl;y
90 percent of the kids never even set a foot in a school, so they don'’t
show up in any official statistic.

Is that a fair estimate?

Mr. CarrEr. I am very hesitant, Senator, to give you specific sta-
tistics. From the census of 1960, we know that at no age level is the

proportion of Mexican American children enrolled in school equal to-

the Anglo percentage enrolled.

Senator Moxpare. Would you say that?

Mr. Carter. Let us say at age 5 to 6. Ninety-nine percent of
Anglo children are in the schools. Let us say 96 percent of the
Mexican American children are in school. At no age category do we
get, proportional representation of the Mexican American.

T think one of the confusing things here is that the Southwest
we think of in one term, or we see it as one place. But it isn’t one
f)lace._Parts of Texas are as dissimilar to parts. of Los Angeles as

eru is to German{. ~

I would sug%est that the part of the five States that is the worst
off educationally, and-socioeconomically, is the Lower Rio Grande
Valley of Texas. Northern New Mexico is also bad.

So the statistic for northern New Mexico or southern Texas might
be 20 percent, but it may not be 20 percent in Los Angeles. The
variation is fantastic.

~—
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Mr. Ropricurz. And also, what does a dropout mean? Each of

.the communities have their own definition of what a dropout is, 1

suspect thai the children that we read about in Clifton, Ariz., who
were dropped out of school or asked not to attend the scliool be-
cause they failed to pass certain courses, and the said they were
excluded from school, would not be considered a dropout,

These were children who had terminated their educational pro-
gram to the limits of their capability. Therefore, these children would
not be considered dropouts in the statistics. But, in essence, they are
dropouts because they are not attending school when they are 15, 16,
or 17 years of age.

Mr. Cartir. From a sociul science Eoint of view, this is almost
impossible to deal with because everybody defines it differently.

Fthink if you want to tallk of the children that should start sc 100l
or do start school, those that don’t finish we can consider as the loss.

I would like to state this, or phirase this not as failing Mexican
American children, but this as the school failing American society.

These people are essentially unemployable people within 10 years.

SCHOOLS AND SOCIAL POLICY

'Senator Monnavre. Has anybody ever tried to calculate the cost to
American society just in economic terms of this tremendous wastage
of human talent?

Mr. RoprieuEz. I hiave seen a number of statistics done in various
communities, especially by welfare agencies, as to the cost to the
local, State, and Federal (government or providing services to them
because they are unemployable, because of the lack of education.

Each community, of course, has a different measuring system. It
is many times more expen-.ve to allow people to leave school early
})ecause of the amount of support that has to be provided to them,

ater. .

Mr. Carter. This may be one of the best points of leverage that
a community can use if they will go to the trouble of estimating
the actual cost n dollars and loss of purchasing power, increased
police protection, welfare costs, even such things as increased in-
surance rates on a building next to a ghetto, i

Senator Monpare. What about how much it costs businesses to
train people who have been failed by the schools and lack the basic
skills to do jobs? I am told that the teleplione company in’ New -
York spends a great deal of time and money trying to train young
people to do even the work which has to be done in their system,
Their expense and efforts are increased by the fact that they have
to start over with many of them. They spend millions and millions
of dollars. : .

In auny event, there has been no overall study of the economics
of educational inequities?

Mr. Roorieuez. The loss of support for our public school system
is indicated by a continuing failure of tax overrides and local schodl
bond issues. : ‘ '

It is simply that ths people have lost faith, including the business
world, because the end product has not been in proportion to the
amount of money put into it. '
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I tuink this is what we are talking about. X think we are putting
money into public education institutions that are not being respon-
sible for what they are supposed to be doing.

SENSITIVE AND HUMANE SCHOOLS

Senator Monpare. Both of you seem to have a common point. You
emphasize attitudes. Lo

Dr. Carrer. I think you are seeking restructuring of our schools
so that they will be responsive and sensitive to the cutural linguistic
and sensitivity needs of Mexican American children. =~ . |

In effect, the schools should do for the Mexican American children
what they traditionally have done for the white middle class, which
has controlled the school systems. I think that 1s what you are saying.

Mr. Carrer. More or less.

There is a point here that I wanted to comment upon. Mr. Rod-
riguez wes talking about how schools function to exclude vather
than to include. . .

There is no question that this is what they do, This is their social
function, the screening device to allocate people to different slots
in society, the ditch digger slot or the Ph. D. or'M.D. slot. But one
of the real problems of schools is that they subscribe to the opposite
belief. They subscribe to the myth that the school includes and that
it is the way up the social ladder.

So we have a real problem, first, in making them recognize that,
indeed, they are functioning to exclude and to sort and sieve people
in i(rlnproper and perhaps unconstitutional ways. But that is a big
hurdle.

COMMUNITY CONTROL

Senator Monpare. Most Mexican American parents are not under
any illusions about the way the school systems operate, are they?

Mr. Rovricuez. By and 1¥|.rge, they have been a mystery to most
people, including Anglos. Schools have not been a participant in
the community Function.

Senator MoxparLe. My personal opinion is that there has always
been community control by the middlfe-class white over the neighbor-
hood school. I don’t care what the organizational chart shows you.

And you can be sure that when some middle-class mother believes
that her child is being mistreated, she is on that school system like
a blanket, until they get it stmigiltened out. They better take care
of Johnny or there is trouble.

I think one of the problems is that this form of individual pres-
sure and protest apparenty doesn’t work as well with Mexican Ameri-
cuns, with their nceds. In some places there is outright hostile dis-
crimination,-let alone unresponsiveness.

Avre there any school S{‘stems that you could point to in this coun-
tI(‘j}: where you believe that, at least on the local level, the school
administrators, faculty and the rest, are responsive to these language,
cultural and other sensitivity needs of the Mexican .American
students?

d 1\%1‘. Carter. I think Mr. Rodriguez could probably better answe
1at. .
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Mr. Robricurz. It ran through my mind as you asked that ques-
tion of do I really know a system that will admit to this. I suspect
that there are systems that _do this very well. I have often heard
school administrators say, “Well, we get 99 percent of our parents
coming to the PTA,” or whatever or%anization they have. )

I imagine they are functioning well where the parents are coming
there to raise Cain. But they do have communication with the
community.

I don’t see many school systems, and I don’t see much information
being provided, that alludes to this as a positive factor. I think that
those who do it keep it under wraps because they are going to be
criticized by their colleagues. :

I really don’t see this ﬁeing brought out as, “Look, we are doing
a great job with our community, we are mgﬂly involved with the
community.” I don’t sce that as being a thing that is being pro-
moted in this eountry, in education. '

COMMUNITY CONTRIL: LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

Senator Monpare. We had Dr. Cardenas, the superintendent of
a school district in San Antonio, testify before this Committee.

That system, as I understand it, in addition to being run by Mexi-
can Americans, is overseen by an all-Mexican school board, which
is elected. It has substantial bilingual and black cultural education
programs. While I am not personally familiar with that particular
system, I have no doubt about the commitment of Dr. Cardenas
and others to be objective, such as the two of you are in addressing
yourselves to these questions this morning.

Is that school district an example of where we should be going?

Mr. Roprigurz. I think Dr. Cardenas is moving in the right
direction. He has the talent to do this, and he has the dedication of

‘his staff to do this.

However, he is in such a financial strait in the district that the
things we want done can’t be done there.

Senator Moxpare. That is why I take Dr. Carter’s testimony to
be directed primarily to the need for control, the need to assure that
school systems are responsive and sensitive to the language, the
culture, the pride, and the needs of Mexican Americans, the need
for the sort of system which I believe you have in Anglo. My im-
pression is that system exemplifies the commitment of leadership.

_ When I talk to people there, they don’t mention problems of sensi-
tivity and control. They talk about going broke. They don’t have any
money to do anything. '

Mr. Roorieurz. Survival is their problem.

Senator MonparLe. So, isn’t it a problem not only of responsiveness
but also of the allocation of sufficient resources to do the job com-
bined with the problem of achieving the objective of quality inte-

* gration where that is possible? Would the two of you respond to

that? o

Mr. CartEr. I would like to give some other examples of systems
that I think have been responsive.. Some of them I haven’t visited
lately so I don’t know what the situation is at the moment.
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I want to straighten one thing out. I am not advocating any spe-
cific program. I can think of aveas in the southwest where a bilin-
gual organization may not be appropriate, and something else may
be appropriate. . .

People may disagree with me on this, of course. .

There are twe schools that I think of in terms of making some
real interesting adaptations. One of them is United Consolidated
in Laredo, Tex. .

Senator Monpare. Is that a high school?

Mr. Carrer. It is a unified district. It includes all levels. They
went to the point of saying, “Look, our system is failing the Mexi-
can American kid who represents 5 percent or more of our stu-
dents. What can we do about it%?” This was 5 or 6 years ago.

They got into a self-generating feeling about it and developed
some programs. It is one of the few places where you get a sense
that they arc adapting, they are looking. They are not saying, “I
have a panacea.” .

They are saying, “Well, this may work, and if it doesn’t, we
will throw it out and try something else.”

The other is an interesiing experiment which has nothing to do
with Mexican Americans. That 1s the Rough Rock Indian school
at Rough Rock, Ariz., a Bureau of Indian Affairs school. OEO gave
them a grant doubling their normal budget, and they moved ahead
into some interestingbbicultural approaches.

Senator Monpare. The reason I make these comments is that for
two years I served on the Indian Education Subcommittee, which
is now defunct. We encountered precisely the same cultural, sensi-
tivity and, in many cases, language problems.

If you want to see & rigid system, the BIA is the granddaddy of
them all. There are very few Indian teachers. They always say,
“Why can’t it be more like Rough Rock #” There they had not only
bilingual and bicultural native teachers, but they had a lot of money,
about $220 or $240 per kid. That is pretty good for starters.

Myr. Carter. Money, per se, is not going to do it. It can be used
like in Edgewood, or any other poor district in Texas, who would
say, “I can’t do it because I lack mone,y.” , .

There are a lot of things they can’t do without money, that is
for sure, But there are a 1ot o things they can do without it. I
don’t tl.unk_mone%, per se, is any kind of a panncea. What I am
suggesting 1s we have to use the reward of money to cause school

districts to do what I assume Jose Cardenas is doing in Edgewood,

or_what happened in Laredo, at tis United Consolidated.

I am suggesting that you don’t just copy a program and call that
any kind of improvement. San Antonio has lim(lf a so-called bilin-
gual program coming out of the University of Texas at Austin,
and the southwest lab, for something like 5 years. .

This program has been exported to, I believe, New York City.

- Now I understand that Dade County is exporting theirs someplace -

else. I am not sure this will work someplace else. I am not sure it
was the program, itself, that caused it to work. Maybe it was the
excitement of the people, the staff being freed to adjust to a situa-
tion that worked. . . v .

I'am verﬁ concerned that we are merely exporting new kinds of
programs that may or may not work in a given place,

T ——
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Mr. Robriguez. I think that if the community really is given the

-opportunity to participate in the development of their own educa-

tional destiny or redevelop that learned from others we would see

:some good programs. You don’t just transfer a program from one

place to another and say it is going to work, because it isn’t.
There is no program that I know of, educational program, thet

-can be transferred from one place to another place, in totality, and

be expected to work. .

I tllm)ink we can transport ideas and processes, and even materials
to be redeveloped for each of their own constituents, and come up
with a program that is applicable to that community.

I think at that point you can develop the type of programs that

‘people will have faith in, will support, and will work with.

COMMUNTITY CONTROL: SCHOOL NEEDS

Senator MonpaLE. Suppose with all of our Federal aid programs,

‘bilingual, title I; migratory education, title IT, we require that there

be a duly elected local scliool advisory board, selected from the entire

‘population, the Mexican American relations in_this case, and it

would be like the National Labor Relations Board, where the school

" board would have to negotiate in good faith. The law would try to
:achieve that.

Would that be a major, helpful improvement, in your opinion?

Mr. Carter. As long as the board is purely advisory, 1 am not
very excited ahout it. The whole thing is a matter of sharing power.
Bureaucracies don’t particularly like to share power with people
who aren’t members of that bureaucracy. It is very threatening to

‘them.

My opinion is that most advisory boards do not represent the
people they serve, but that the members of that board are hand-

‘picked spokesmen, if you will, Uncle Toms, of the group. This is

not universal. . ‘
So what they have done is look for brown and black faces and
maybe a liberal white face and put them on a board.
enator Monpare. Then, what do you do in a community where
‘there is hostili&y toward Mexican American concepts of leadership, -
hostility toward bilingual education, and it.is a majority whites are

How can you have a Federal program or some other pro ram that
would hold for a minority Chicano community any hope of political

‘power?

. Mr. Carrer. I would naively state that these could be written
into the guidelines, that there would be set procedures for choosing

‘them. . )

Senator MoxnpaLE. Proportional representation, do you mean?
Mr, CartEr. Let me maﬁ){e a point about that. Most school boards
and I am not. speaking of advisory-boards, do. not.have..pmportienaf -

1-¢_[]):1-ese}ntamtlon. They have a slot that is filled. -
think a move that might help the whole educational system is
to move towards 4 selection of board members on the {;asis of
wards or geographic districts or areas within a city. .
What happens in the Southwest, particularly, in Texas, there is
a seven-man school board and it 1s traditional in the bigger dis-
46-126—71—pt, 4——18
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tricts to have one Mexica:: American. This Mexican American is
usually handpicked. The establishment thinks he represents the
community and he has so far been so removed from the community
that he has no relationship with it. But he does have a Spanish
surname. This doesn’t do anything. It reconfirms the highly con-
servative nature of the board.

I think we have to set up procedures that guarantee, one, the
sharing of power, not only the offering of advice. Advice is not
power. There should be a sharing of power with the community, and
we have to eliminate anything that is set up by = local district that
is self-perpetuating of the conservative elements of the community,
and is then forced or must be forced to represent at least geographic
areas within that community. L

It seems to me this is the one-man, one-vote principle that has never
been applied, to my knowledge, on the school level. It is very diffi-
cult. You are dealing with the self-perpetnating institution, and
they are not just about willing to let John Jones or Jose Garcia
share in their decisions. It is threatening to them.

Mr. Rooricuez. I suspect if you took a sociometric sample of
your school boards, you would find almost every school board has
a public service member in there, public utilities person. You always
have one from the large industry in that community.

Then they get other types of representation that reflect somewhat
the community as they see it. The idea of promoting the concept
of representation on boards of the people to be served.

‘Why shouldn’t parents be involvecF in determining the destiny of
their children, and not just because they happen to have a business
in that community ?

I think business ought to be represented because they are part
of that community and they help support schools. But I think 1t is
more important for us to have on school boards representatives of
the target Ef)pulation. : .

Senator MonpaLE. One of the things we are trying to do in this
commitiee probably can’t be done. We are trying to develop, among
other things, a political strategy that has some hope of improving
the opportunity of the children of this country. :

To be perfectly frank about it, I think that elected school boards
are such that it would be almost impossible for Federal legislation
to be adopted, even if it were desired, to require proportional repre-
sentation, to require election on the basis of wards.

Thus, T was wondering ‘if there was some other strategy which
would assure that .the Mexican American community become mean-
ingfully involved in the development of plans for the use of Federal
moneys. ,

This is what we are trying to do now in Indian education with
Johnson-O’Malley money. It used to go just to the school boards
and Indians wouldn’t even know what
. But if they had some control over that money, the school board,
in order to get it, would have to exhibit cultural responsibility,
develop language programs, and the rest.

I realize that is not as good as controlling the school board. Fow-
ever, it is a way of trying to assure that there is community input on

appened to it. In most cases,
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the use of money that is supposedly being directed there for their
purposes. . o

My. Carter. I suppose it would be possible where the instigating
group, the one that applies for the money, is the community, itself.

Senator MonpaLe. Another thing we have been talking about is the
possibility of developing just this approach. A lot of people have no
1den how title I funds granted to their community are spent. They
request this information from school officials and are denied access to it.
Thus, they have no way of participating. There are no hearings, there
are no review procedures, There are not even investigatory proceedings.
People don’t know what is happening to the money. .

I saw an all-white swimming pool down South recently built with
title I money being enjoyed only by whites. I doubt that the black
community would have voted for that pool. This sort of thing is
going on.

The local community is being frozen out of any opportunity to par-
t%:ipate in a meaningful sense. Power is really what you are talking
about. ‘

But I think it would be helpful if we could fashion a strategy for full
disclostre, community participation, public hearings, and maybe even
the right to appeal to a Federal ageucy about these programs.”

The other observation I would like to make concerns the possibility
of constitutional violations in a lot of these cases. This question brings
us to the subject of what I would like to see done with the President’s
Emergency échool Assistance Act. I would like to see $100 million or
$200 million setaside for private attorneys to bring lawsuits. For
example, on your idea akout ward selections, I am told that in Boston
there is a lawsuit being brought by the black community asking that
there be ward assistance in the selection of the school board. Otherwise,
they will not ever have a member on the school board. Maybe that
approach should be tried in other places.

s it constitutional? Is it constitutional in 1970 to take a class
of Mexican Americans who can’t speak English and teach them in
English? TIs there a constitutional violation? I don’t know.

But it certainly offends my concept of fairness when a child can’t
understand what the teacher is talking about.

Mr. Carrer. It may not be unconstitutional, but it is certainly
illogical. :

. Mr. RobricuEz. If you are denying equal educational opportuni-
ties then it could be unconstitutional. .

. Senator Monpare. I think some of these things should be tested
in the courts. Let us find out what the ground rules are. Fifteen-
years ago, no one thought of the one-man, one-vote principle, but
1t’s there now because the more the court looked at it the more con-
vinced they became that you simply couldn’t have equal protection
nnder the laws unless you had an equally significant vote.

For example, there 1s a lawsuit being pressed in Detroit under

-the -14th~amendment wliich ‘seéks a more’ equitable distribution of.

State resources throughout school districts in the State. They are

sung on the grounds that the suburbs spend three times as much.

money for education, per pupil, as does the central city of Detroit.

These are the types of lawsuits being brought by various groups’

in an attempt to see what the legal rights might be.

iy
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In other words, what I am talking about now is legal power, the
power and resources to assert a lawsuit, which In many places can’t
be done. The whole Mexican American Legal Defense Fund has
six lawyers.

Mr. Ropricurz. One lawyer per million. .

Senator Moxpaze. So that is the community involvement or com-
munity control strategy.

EDUCATION FOR STABLE INTEGRATION : SENSITIVE AND HUMANE SCHOOLS

. What about the possibilities for improved education stemming
from quality integration? What emphasis do you place on the goal
of integration ¢ What are the problems? .

Mr. Carter. I separate desegregation from integration. There
are two concepts. I think some of the earlier testimony, months
ago, in this hcaring, brought out, at least on TV it looked like it
had, that desegregation, in itself, may cause 2ll kinds of traumatic
emotional proﬁlems for any number of people.

I am arguin% that the mere fact of desegregation, which I would
advocate, 1s only one step. The next step 1s Integration within the
system so that everyone is guaranteed equal opportunity within the
system. To desegregate a brown and white high school, mixing them,
and you end up with the Mexican American kids always in the
lower track, is perhaps & more insidious kind of segregation than
having them separate.

So desegregation is the first move. The next move is internal
integration. This involves human relation training, it involves any
aumber of factors, examination of the tracking evices or the In-
ternal sorting devices, all numbers of factors.

Here we are dealing in terms of a desegregated system and here
is where money must go to hel% them do this. We have done this.
There is an institution called TEDTAC—Texas Educational De-
segregation Technical Assistance Center—that is doing a bangup
job in helping with the human relations aspect of desegregation.

Senator Monpare. Is that title V¢

Mr. Carrer. Yes. An invitation for this group to 1;{)ia,rticipai:e must

come from the school distvicts and they are not asking.

Senator Monpae. They can’t come unless the school district
wants_them. .

In Uvalde, as I understand it, the title IV officer arrived and
they had one meeting. When the school bnard found out what they
really wanted, they told him never to come back again.

Mr. Carter. This is happening in El Paso. TEDTAC has been
trying to get into El Paso for years, 2 years, at any rate, with no
results.

' INTEGRATION VERSUS COMPENSATION

Senator Monpate. You are aware of Dr. Coleman’s arguments,
and others, and the President even recognized this fact in one of
his speeches, that all of the best evidence we have indicates that
children learn more from each other than they do from the system,
and that the best thing we can do for the disadvantaged child is to
permit him to attend a school in which a majority of the other chil-
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dren are advantaged. I know you don’t like the designations ad-
vantaged and disadvantaged. .

In other words, if you really want educational opportunity you
have to take a look at that classroom and see socially and eco-
nomically what the mix is.

In a stable, middie-class school, the children achieve better than
if they were in a lower class school, economically. As a matter. of
fact, Dr. Cardenas said that in the gold-plated, compensatory school

rograms, the children achieved less than in less well-funded but

esegregated classes elsewhere. '

I don’t know if that is correct, but there apparently is some study
in Texas to that effect.

Mr. Roprieurz. He did the study when he was with the Southwest
Aducational Development Laboratory, where he found that the iso-
lated or segregated migrant program schools had the children learn- -
ing less than the children who attended the integrated school.

) We really need to focus on what happens in the classroom because
if 1;;he school isn’t worth walking to, it isn’t worth riding a bus or
a burro to.

DESEGREGATION IN RIVERSIDE: COMMUNITY ACCEPTANCE

‘What happens in that classroom between the teacher and student
is important. ) .

Both Dr. Carter and I were involved in the desegregation of
schools in Riverside, Calif., 5-years ago.

Senator Monpare. Tell me about that. :

Mr. Ropricuez. 1 was the title IV person working for the State
department of education that did the manipulating of the com-
munity and the schools to get them together to do their thing
towards desegregating the schools. '

Fortunately, T had Dr. Carter and other people there to assist us.
We found that there was such a yush to get people mixed together
that we almost lost the whole ball game because we really were not
preparing the teachers nor students, nor the parents, nor the class-
room, nor the materials, to deal with each other.

Fortunately, the school was very responsive and we got a lot of
assistance from the university and other people that pulled the thing
together, and began to do some in-service training, talking to par-
ents, to do some house-to-house knocking on doors, in discussion
groups, in meetings. '

This went on and on in order to bridge that gap that was there.
It was 2 reaction to 2 crisis that brought this movement so fast that
really people never had the time needed to prepare for the desegre-
gation of the schools. .

Senator Monpare. What sorts of things did you do? You went
door-to-door and talked to the parents?

Mr. Roprieuez. Went, door-to-door to talk to the parents.

Senator Monparke. In the Mexican American community ?

Mr. Roprieuez. Yes. '

Senator Monpare. Why did you have to do that?

Mr. Ropricugz. First of all, the cause of deségregation of the
schools was a long, drawn-out thing primarily started by the black
community in Riverside.
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; It culminated by the burning of the Lowell schooi, at which time
the district said, *We better do something about it.” They had to
desegregate the Lowell school because it burned down.

Senator Monpace. That seemed to bring it to a head.

Mr. Ropriquez, That seemed to move things fast. Then following
that, they said, “If we are going to desegregate the school, we are 4
going to have to desegregate Emerson school, and Lowell school, 3
and we also have to desegregate Casablanca,” which is the Mexican
American school.

Senator Monparz. Was there only one Mexican American school ?

Mr. Ropriguez. No. This was the only one with almost 100 percent - i
Mexican American school population. The other schools had 40 or 60
percent, but this was the only one that was almost 100 percent. :

It is in an isolated community, an area that is pretty isolated :
from the rest of the community. It was there that people said, “No,
we are not going to do it,” and the other half would say, “Yes, we
! are going to do it.”

; So you had to go in and say, “What are the pros and cons?”’
i and go in and talk to the people and let them decide what they were
i going to do.
i However, giving them all the benefits that were possible. TFirst of :
all, we gave the parents a lot of information that came from the i
scheo! in torms of the achievement of children, the social problems
of children from that school, and we were able to point ocut that
the school was really not functioning adequately for the children.

When they began to see the potentials of improving the educa-
tional goal for the children, they said, “Ok, we buy that.” And then
we almost let them down by not preparing the school that they were
going to for the arrival of these children. We had to not only con-
vince but instruct the parents in terms of the potential benefit for
their children.

Once they understood that, the problem’ of desegregation became
an easy one.

EFFECTS OF INTEGRATION : RIVERSIDE

Senator MonpaLe. Have there been any studies about what has
ha Fened since integration in Riverside?
fr. CarTER. When this happened in Riverside, the university, b
working with the school district, applied for funds, and believe it
or not, in those days we got $25,000 with one letter to the Board
of Regents of the {Tniversity of California, an unknown kind of -
thing, to study the effect. It Was a beautiful before-and-after social
_experience, Studies have been going on on all levels of the effects of
desegregation since that time. ‘ ' .
One of the more interesting things that came out—— ' 1
Senator MonpaLe. How many years ago was that?
3 Mr. Ropricuez. 1965. '
' Mr. CarTER. Social science is notoriously slow, so a lot of the re-
sults are still on the computer tape. But they are coming out.
One thing that they found, very interestingly, was that busing was:
_ seen by 85 percent of all the three ethiic groups involved as 9p‘051tive.
" Senator Monpare. What is the percentage of minorities? It was
about 25 percent, wasn’t it? : .
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Mr. CarTER. TA4al minority would be 25 percent. .

Senator Mo/bare. So when you got through integrating, roughly
on a racial IAlance, every school was majority white by a substantial
margin ? /

Mr. CmiTER. Yes. ‘

Mr. Ropricuez. I think 24 percent was the target, but we agreed
that 2 marginal line of 18 percent in any school would be considered
integrated. :

Senator Moxpare. Have there been any tests on the achievement
levels and the rest? '

Mr. CartEr. The most recent one came out 2 or 8 weeks ago. I
would question some of its methodology, but that is beside the point.

On the basis of the study, they found that the Mexican American
and the black were not doing substantially better and the Anglo was
doing the same after desegregation. )

Here is my point: I am not sure that any real integration took
place after the desegregation. So what may be existent there is that
all the chicanos and all the blacks are in the dumbbell section or
are differentially treated within a homogeneous room by the teachers
and so forth. Or it may be the fact that we just don’t have enough
information.

This study was based on achievement clata of 2-years ago.

Mr. Ropricuez. That is right. We are really dealing with some
instruments that you have to discount for the measurement of the
achievement of these children. But it is the only thing we have to
use.

Therefore, the whole study is not a valid study as far as we are
concerned. There are some social indication to shiow that there has
been some real growth in these children, such as school attendance,
health improvements. :

There have been other issues that are much easier measured than
the achievement scores.

Senator Moxpare. I talked to the superintendent of Riverside
about a half-year ago when we were debating the Stennis amend-
ment. I had heard about it and I called him. He told me that as
regards the so-called affective skills, many of the principals were
reporting what they thought was more maturity on the part of all

the kids. They seemed to be relating better to each other.

The principals conld not put their hands on it, but it seemed
that the kids were more mature. He also said he thought the achieve-
ment levels, particularly among the brighter minority members, had
risen dramatically, and that many of them were at the grade level
and above. _ , ' v

He said they tried earlier in the isolated school districts, with all
the compensatory assets that they could mount, but nothing had
happened to the achievement levels of those kids. He said they
couldn’t move them.

_But .in the integrated environment, he thought there was a major
difference. . :

- You say these latest test results don’t reficct the same conclusions.

Mr. Carrer. This is why I mentioned it. I would seriously ques-
tion the study and the way it was done. I would like to bring out
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the point that the easiest thing to measure is achievement. That is-
where we have the instruments. They are highly questionable, but
at least we have measurements.

Yet, the things that are more important may not be pure achieve-
ment. T think what the superintendent was telling you would be
sapported elsewhere, that the top part of the minority population
achievement is going up, while the gross minority achievement may
be staying constant.

Senator Moxpare. That is what he was telling me. He was also
telline me that there was no evidence of any deterioration in achieve-
ment :i)y the whites.

COMMUNITY ACCEPTANCE—BUSING

Mr. Carter. There is a fascinating story that goes with the-
Riverside experiment. The first year when they began to bus, there
was a lot of trouble on the buses.

Mr. RopricUEz. The first thing was the bus strike.

Mr. Carrer. That was unfortunate.

Senator MoxpaLe. By the riders or the drivers? ,

Mr. RopricUEz. When the bus strike occurred, the Anglo parents.
Eot carpools and went out and picked up the minority kids and

rought them to school.

Mr, Carter. The other interesting thing was, after the bus strike
was settled and the kids were riding the buses, there was noise on
the bus and all types of children-type things, and problems in lining"
up and waiting for the bus. '

The minority community, Without being asked, began to super-
vise the buses. They Woulg delegate a parent to wait in line with
the kids at the bus stop. They put a parent on the bus. No one asked
them to do this.

So once you get parent involvement, in any community, particu-
larly a minority community they are the first ones to jump on and
do the things without being asked, where a district that had never made-
an effort, could not get t}%em to do anything they asked them to do.

Senator MoNpaLE. He also told me that he didn’t believe the com-
munity would ever go back to the old system. . S

Did you say there was some new data that came out?

Mr. Carrer. There is a study of Singer that came out about 3 or-
4 weeks ago. : .

VOLUNTARY MODELS AND EXPERIMENTS—ORANGE COUNTY

Senator Monpare. Have there been other notable efforts at inte--
gration between Mexican American and Anglos?
192’(131‘. Ropriguez. I think the first occurred at Garden Grove in-
Senator MoxpaLe, Where is that?
Mr. Ropricuez. That is in Orange County. That is right by Disney--
land. That had nothing to do with the esegregation of schools.
There was a superintendent by the name of Peters, if I recall, who,.
on his own, decided to desegregate the schools following a lawsuit
where a parent sued the district; because he felt his child was being:
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«denied access to a school, because he was told the child had to go
to a school that was further away, which had a larger grouﬁ)_of
Mexican Americans, rather than the school that was closer, which
happened to have a larger enrollment of An(iglos.

s a result of that, the superintendent decided to desegregate the
whole school system; since the district was growing quite rapidly,
thereby setting the sites for the new schools by superintendent Peters
5o that the whole school district would be desegregated. This was
-done in 1946.

I don’t know anyone who did a major study on it. e did it on
his own and kept it kind of quiet. After superintendent Peters finished,
he reported it and everybody was amazed that he could do these things
without causing a lot of community havdc.

DE JURE COMPLIANCE:! MEXICAN AMERICANS

Senator MonDaALE. There is a lot of evidence that ethnic isolation
of the brown minority is every bit as great as that affecting the
black minority. But virtually all of the Justice Department activity
and HEW activity has been directed at the latter and not the former.

Would you regard it to be a hopeful development if the Justice
Department were to make an equal or proportioned effort to effect
desegregation and integration in the brown community ?

Mr. Robrieuez. Yes, I feel that the educaticnal attitude, has to
be developed within the Department of Justice as well. They have
to begin to see the need of the Spanish-speaking, to interpret what
we rlrllean in terms of isolation, segregation, linguistically and cul-
turally.

Senator MonpaLE. Is it your impression at this point that that
is not the case?

Mr. Roprigurz. It is my impression they haven’t done anything.

FEDERAL EXECUTIVE: MEXICAN AMERICAN EMPLOYMENT

Senator MonpaLE. Yesterday, we had a Mexican American attor-
n}clay with the Civil Rights Branch, and he said practically the same
thing.

We put a lot of pressure on the school districts and we haven’t
talked enough about State educational institutions, what they are
doing about these problems. '

What about the Federal offices? I was shocked, to note that in
July 1970, it was said there were no Mexican Americans employed
in the Civil Rights Division of the Education Branch, the General
Counsel’s Branch, and only one Mexican American employed in the
Contract Compliance Branch.

- T further understand that no Mexican American has ever been
employed in the Education Branch in the Office of Civil Rights, in
Washington. ‘

Our witness yesterday added :

No Mexican Americans ar: employed as regional director in any regional
office of the Civil Rights Division or as branch chief of any of the above
regional branches, or in any regional branches of the Civil Rights offices.
‘The Dallas office does have a Mexican American deputy director but he is
‘basically in charge of personnel.
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Is that correct? .
Mr. Robricuez. As far as I know, that is correct.
Senator, a little over 2 years ago, 2 years and 1 month, I came

to the Office of Education, and as far as I know, I was the first,

Mexican American hired by the Office of Education. Today we have
about 19. So we are moving.

Hopefully, if I can continue the pressure, we will have more em-
ployees to reflect the educational needs of the Spanish-speaking in
this country.

As far as I know, we do not have a Puerto Rican in the Office of
Education. I do have a consultant in my office, taking out of our
S & E money, in order to provide services for the Puerto Rican.

We have a long way to go, not only at_the Federal, State and
local level, in changing the educational attitude, but all across the
board we must begin to reflect the needs of all of the people that
we serve.

At this point in history, our Federal Government is just begin-
ning to scratch that surface, I think we need the assistance of every-
one we can get to get the Federal agencies really involved with the
people they serve. v

Senator MonparLe. If we setaside in the President’s $1.5 billion
program an amount which corresponds to the percentage of Mexican
Americans in this country, that might be a helpful step.

Mr. Ropricuez. Senator, if the money from this bill, was provided
tomorrow, we would not e able to carry out the function because
we would not have the type of expertise to carry it out, right now
unless we went out and recruited the type of personnel that could
carry out that type of thing. :

Senator Monpare. We are building an ABM. No one knows what
they a~a doing there, either.

Mr. 1wipRicUEz. The human resource is available. It is just a matter
of bringing it together. We had to go to Germany to find the people
to help us send the rockets into orbit and to help us reach the moon.

I know we can recruit Mexican Americans to help us get these
Mexican American programs into orbit. .

Mr. Carrer. I think there is a big educational job that has to be

done in Washington. Let us face it,%Vashington is eastern-oriented.
The black minority is obvious, the Puerto Rican minority is obvious
to those who will look, but it is kind of played down.
. But the gross misunderstandin% on the part of people in Wash-
ington, generally speaking, or in the East about the Mexican Ameri-
cans, is amazing. It is amazing the kind of statements you can get
about the minority from otherwise knowledgeable people.

It has been, as Somebody said, a very silent group. Only now is
competent research being done on the group, and some of it isn’t
even. }i)liblished_yet. You can get f)eople who would know a great
deal about the black minority or Italian Americans, or what-have-

ou, who would be totally uninformed or even the existence of a
exican American minority. ‘ ‘

thiYﬁu have to start teaching the peocple here about this group, I
nk. :

Senator Monpare. I think that is what Mr. Rodriguez’s office is
doing, but it is such a small office and a new office we have to keep

e Ao T e i,

G




ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

e o

ALY P

2623

the pressure on for these other programs. Even though we might
have trouble tooling up, I can’t think it wouldn’t be a good idea.
Mr. Ropricuez. It is not only that we are maklng people aware
of the needs and the problems, but making people behave towards
these needs. It is not enough just to know. It is more important
that they not only know, but care, and put this concern into action.
It does no good for us to make people aware unless they are will-
ing to participate in some active activity that will change the situa-
tion for the benefit of the people, ' .
Senator MonpaLe. I will ask Josué Gonzélez from the commit-

tee staff to ask any other questions he wants.

BILINGUAL EDUCATION

Mr. Gonzirez. You mentioned the Bilingual Education Program
funded under Title VIL of ESEA.

Is there any comparable effort being made by the States, by State
Departments of Education to your knowledge, to move in this
direction ?

How much money from the States is coming into this area?

Mr. Ropriguez. I am sure that there is some, but I could not cate-
gorically tell you what they are. Most of our reporting on title I
to the Office of Education, through the Division of Planning and
Evaluation, has no block reporting on Mexican American activities
or Spanish-speaking activities.

We have asked the Program Planning and Evaluation in their
%uestionnaires and their requirements in reports submitted by title I,

tate and local projects, to have a portion of it indicate those pro-
grams that affect the Spanish-speaking, such as bilingual and other
types of programs that are directed to the Spanish-gpeaking.

" They now have it and we should have some information about
it sometime in January. ,

Mr. GonzALrz. Do you think there might be some State.money
coming into bilingual education ? ‘

Mr. RoprigUEz. Yes. I know, for instance, that the State of Ari-
zona passed $100,000, I think, for their bilingual program, and dis-
tributed it to some 19 school districts.

I understand the State of Massachusetts at the present time is
entertaining some legislation relative to a bilingual bill. I understand
t.h%y are thinking about more money than $1 million (one million).

understand the State of California is also entertaining a bill
relative to bilingual education. These are the three that I know of.
One has actually passed and the other two are legislative proposals.

Senator Monpare. Thank you very much for your most useful
contribution to this committee. You have helped us to better un-
derstand the situation. We may be submitting questions in writing
to you. ;

Senator MonparLe. Thank you very much.

We will stand in recess until next Tuesday.

(Whereupon, at 11:55 a.m. the select committee recessed, to re-

2

convene at 10 a.m., Tuesday, August 25, 1970.) ‘
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U.8. CommissioN oN Civir RIcH7TSs,
Washington, D.C., August 6, 1970.
HoN. CLAIBORNE PELL,
Chairman, Subcommittee on Education of the Committee on
Lahor end Public Welfare,
U.8. Senate,
Washington, D.C.

DEeaR SENATOR Peri: I am writing this letter on behalf of myself and
Commissioners Horn, Rankin, Freeman and Mitchell. .

On Friday, July 10, 1970, Commissioner Manuel Ruiz and Mr. Henry A.
Ramirez, a Commission employee, testified before your Subcommittee wWhich
is holding hearings in conjunction with the Select Committee on Equal Educa-
tional Opportunity on 8. 3883, the Emergency School Aid Act of 1970. We are
writing this letter to clarify the record.

When Commissioner Ruiz appeared before your Subcommittee, he was not
speaking on behalf of the Commission but as an individual. The position of
the Conimission on the Emergency School Aid Act of 1970 was set forth in
the testimony of Mr. Howard A. Glickstein, Staff Director, on June 24, 1970.

Mr. Ramirez was not advised that he was going to testify until moments
before he appeared. Accordingly, he was not able to prepare himself.

We affirm the testimony of our Staff Director to the extent it differs from
that of Commissioner Ruiz. We are in favor of the double counting provision
of §.3883. We support the deletion of language from Section 5(a)(8) which
authorizes the use of funds for educational programs unaccompanied by
desegregation or the elimination of racial isolation. We support the Adminis-
tration’s bill whether or not any amendments are attached to it. It is a good
first step.

We cannot emphasize too strongly that no study is being suppressed by this
agency. During the course of Mr. Ramirez’s testimony it was suggested several
times that the Committee was being provided information not previously made
available to it. We believe that such suggestions are unfair and misleading.

Mr. Ramirez’s testimony, almost in its entirety, is contained in the pre-
liminary staff analysis sent to the Select Committee on Equal Education
Opportunity on June 15 and submitted as an exhibit before the Subcommittee
on Education on June 24. Both the staff analysis and Mr. Ramirez’s testimony
explain the methodology of the study, provide data on ethnic isolation, on
the number of teachers and their location, on reading and dropout rates, on
suppression of the use of Spanish and on edacational finances. The only data
provided in Mr. Ramirez’s testimony  that is not contained in the preliminary
staff analysis is some information on the composition of school boards. To
have suggested that it was more difficult to get information from the Com-
mission than from the Defense Department, when that information already
had been furnished, is extremely puzzling to us. The staff of this agency
has cooperated closely with the staff of the Select Committee. We have not
withheld anything that was appropriate tor release.

Our Mexican Ameriean Education Study involves a great accumulation of
data. This has been the easy part. This data now must be analyzed and
written up. This is taking time. Adequate staff and funds are assigned to
this study, and this is not the cause of the delay. This Commission bases its
reputation on the accuracy of its reports. No reports are released until
thoroughly reviewed. Part I of this study just went through its fifth draft.
It only recently was reviewed by Mr. Ramirez's supervisor. This week, it was
reviewed by the Staff Director and shortly will be submitted to the Com-
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missioners. We would be unfaithful to our mandate if we released reports
and data that were not fully and adequately authenticated and reviewed.

Svine members of the Subcommittee expressed an interest in the Commis-
sion’s work with respect to Puerto Ricans. The Commission on June 6, 1970,
responded to an inquiry by Senator Kennedy concerning our efforts to deal
with the problems of Puerto Ricans. A copy of this correspondence is enclosed.

Inquiry was made regarding the Agency’s work with Indians. This agency
has been developing an Indian program. We sponsored a conferen_ce of Indian
leaders in December of 1969. Since then we have begun preparing informa-
tional handbooks which will explain Indian rights in various subject matter
areas. This project was undertaken after careful analysis of the various
alternatives. We believe it has the potential to be very valuable.

Interest was expressed in how we allocate our resources among studies
dealing with different racial and ethnic groups. A substantial amount of our
very limited resources. are ‘allocated to the study of the problems of Spaqish
surnamed Americans. During the first half of this past fiscal year the project
receiving the second largest allocation of funds was the Mexican American
Education Project. Our work on Mexican American Administration of Justice
problems also received a significant allocation of funds. The hearing we held
in San Amntonio in December 1968 cost over $200,000, and large sums have
been spent, in followup on that hearing. In addition, almost all aspects of our
work involving the appraisal of the adequacy of Xederal ecivil rights laws
and programs deal with the needs of Spanish surnamed citizens. We will be
happy to provide you with whatever further information on this score that
you require. -

The Commission on Civil Rights always has been open and forthright in its
dealings with Congress. We are distressed at the accusation we are suppressing
information. We hope this letter clarifies the situation. We would appreciate
it if this letter were included as part of the hearing transeript.

Sincerely,
' Tueopore M. HEsSBURGH, Chairman.

[Enclosnre]

JUNE 6, 1970,
Hon. Epwarp M. KENNEDY,
U.8. Senate,
Washington, D.C.
DEAr SENATOR KENNEDY: Father Hesburgh has asked me to respond to your
letter of May 25, 1970, and to thanlk you for your regards and your kind words
about our recent report Mezican Asnericans and the Administration of Justice

- in the Southwest.

In your letter, you also asked to be informed of the status of a proposed
Commission study of denials of equal protection of the laws in the administra-
tion of justice affecting Puerto Ricans in the Northeast and whether this study
includes the areas of education, housing, employment and political participa-
tion. The Cominission has been concerned and interested for some time in
expanding its studies to include problems of the Puerto Rican cominunity.
In our request for appropriations for fiscal year 1970 we included plans to
extend the Mexican American administration of justice study to include
Puerto Ricans. Because of our extréemely limited budget we have been able
to undertake only preliminary steps to development of a Puerto Rican project
during fiscal year 1970. In our appropriations request for fiscal year 1971
we have reaffirmed our commitment to a Puerto Rican project.

The present status of our Puerto Rican program is as follows?

1. There has been a special effort to include Puerto Ricans among State
Advisory Committéa members. The efforts have been successful in Massachu-
sets, Connecticut and New York.

2. On April 27, the Massachusetts State Advisory Committee held a closed
meeting in Springfleld on the extent of Puerto Rican participation in com-
munity action programs. This meeting resulted from an earlier one held in
Boston in the fall of 1969 at which grievances from Puerto Ricans were heard.

8. On April 10, the Delaware State Advisory Committee held an open meet-

.ing on police-community relations in Wilmington, This meeting dealt with a

number of issues, including relations between the city police and the Puerto
Rican community.

X
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4. On May 17, the Connecticut State Advisory Committee Sponsored a con-
ference on bilingual education in Bridgeport.

5. The Commission staff has made preliminary field surveys in cooperation
with our Northeast Field Office to determine the feasibility of undertaking
studies of denials of equal protection in the administration of Jjustice and in
education affecting Puerto Ricans. X

We also have added two Puerto Rican staff members to the Commission,

- in addition to eight Mexican American professional staff members.

Our plans, however, have been delayed by our severe financial crisis of
which you are well aware. As you know, our authorization for appropriations,
largely through your helpful efforts, recently has been incrcased by $750,000
by the Senate Committee on the Judiciary. This amount will permit some
small increase in the level of Commission activities. Although the Committee
voted on this legislation (S.2455) on May 12, it has yet to be reported to the
Senate and remains to be acted on by the House. In addition it will be
necessary for Congressional action to be taken fo increase our appropriation.
As a result, we expect that the first phase of our Puerto Rican program will
consist of additional State Advisory Committee factfinding meetings and
reports to the Commission. In the past this procedure has led to highly satis-
factory results. I believe that the same will be true in the Northeast where
the Commission is fortunate in having a number of outstanding State Advisory
Committees, in particular the Massachusetts State Advisory Committee,
chaired by Father Drinan.

I wish to assure you that the Commission fully intends to issue reports on
Puerto Rican problems. I will keep you informed as events develop. I also
would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your effective assistance
in the Subcommittee on Constitutional Rights and the Judiciary Committee in
obtaining faverable action on our authorization request.

Sincerely.
HowaARrp A. GLICKSTEIN,
Staff Director.

U.S. SENATE,
Washington, D.C., May 25, 1970.
REv. THEoDNRE M. HEsBURGH, C.8.C.
Chairman, Commission on Civil Rights,
Washington, D.(.

DEAR FATHER HEsBURGH : I wag delighted to see the impressive study by the
U.S. Civil Rights Commission detailing the dicrimination against Mexican
Americans that exists in the Southwest. The report’s recommendations for
legislative action were particularly valuable. .

The study holds considerable interest to the State of Massachusetts where
there has been a substantial increase in the past decade in the number of
Puerto Rican residents. All institutions have been exceedingly slow to respond
to the special needs of this new constituency. At the same time, questions
have been raised whether the Puerto Rican community is being discriminated
against in the allotment of federal funds and programs in the areas of educa-
tion, housing and employment.

I understand that the Commission has included in its budget statements
to the Congress a proposed study of deninls of equal protection of the laws
in the adwinistration of Justice affecting Puerto Ricans in the Northeast.
I would apprecinte learning of the status of that {nvestigation and whether

.it includes the areas of education, housing, employment and political par-

ticipation. -

Hopefully, the inquiry would furnish the same basis for legislative recom-
mendations contained in the study of discrimination against Mexican Ameri-
cans in the Southwest.

I would be pleased to discuss this matter further with you, and I'm sorry
1 missed you last week. Until we can meet, best wishes, and my very warm
regards. . '
Sincerely,

Epwarp M. KENNEDY.

Identical letters sent to: Hon. Birch Bayh, Hon. Edward W. Brooke, Hon.
Marlow “W. Cook, Hon. Thomas J. Dodd, Hon. Peter H. Dominick, Hon.
Thomas F. Eagleton, Hon. Mark Hatfield, Hon. Roman L. Hruska, Hon:
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Harold E. Hughes, Hon. Daniel K. Inouye, Hon. Jacob K. Javits, Hon. Edward.

M. Kennedy, Hon. Warren G. Magnuson, Hon. John L. McClellan, Hon. Walter
F. Mondale, Hon. George L. Murphy, Hon. Winston L. Prouty, Hon. Jennings
Randolph, Hon. Richard 8. Schweiker, Hon. William B. Spong, Hon. Hairison
A. Williams, Hon. Ralph W. Yarborough.

Aveust 19, 1970.
REv. THEODORE M. HESBURGH,
President, University of Notre Dame,
Notre Dame, Ind.

Dpar FaTHER HESBURGH: Thank you for your letters of August 10 and:

August 17, and for letting me have an advance copy of the Civil Rights
Commission’s first report on Mexican-American education. The report con-

tains a wealth of extremely valuable information on ethnic isolation which.
has never before been compiled. It will be useful particularly to the Select.

Committee. Please be assured that we will treat it on a confidential basis until
such time as it is formally released to the public.
Let me also take this opportunity to express to you my personal regret

about the misunderstanding that has arisen as a result of the appearance of’

Commissioner Manuel Ruiz and Mr. Henry A. Ramirez before Senator Pell’s
Subcommittee on Education on July 10. I do not believe any purpose would

be served by a recital of events which led me to request that Mr. Ramirez

be available to testify that morning. I hope that the staff of the Civil Rights
Commission, as well as the staff of the Select Committee, will consider this
unfortunate incident as closed, and that we can continue in the future to
cooperate with each other as we have in the past.

The Commission on Civil Rights, since its establishment, has deserved the
respect and admiration of every member of Congress and of all those with
whom it has dealt.

I lock forward to working closely with you and the Commission in the-

future.
Personal best wishes.
Sincerely,
WALTER F. MONDALE, ChairmaGn.

TinE CrasM oF CONFLICTING CONCERNS, AN ADDRESS PRESENTED TO THE TEXAS
UNITED COMMUNITIES SERVICES ANNUAL CONFERENCE, AUSTIN, TEXAS, NOVEA-
BER 17, 1970, BY DR. JoSE A. CARDENAS

INTRODUCTION

For the last twenty years I have been involved in the education of Mexican
American children. Much of my energy in that time has been devoted to a
reconciliation of what I considered to be erroneous strategy : that of attempting
to adapt the child to the curriculum. I think the failure of that strategy is.
amply substantiated by an eighty to ninety per cent school drop-out rate among

. Mexican Americans. Still the strategy survives, and the frilure continues.

I have been thoroughly convinced for severnl years now that educational prob-
lems of Mexican-American will not diminish until all educators drop the concept
of “adapting the child to the curriculum” and substitute this with a program:
of adapting the curriculum, and the school, to the child. I call your attention:
to this because I think a parallel exists in the response of most social institutions
to the Mexican American. Almost, daily we still hear of “the Mexican American:
problem” in health, in community services. in economics, and in politics; and
in my opinion social agencies are no closer to solving social problems of Mextican:
Americans than I am to solving their educational problems; at least not until
we think in terms of adapting social institutions to the Mexican American
rather than attempting to adapt the Mexican American to the institution.

My commitment to education has caused me to continuously criticize its'
inefliciencies and promote its most promising innovations. I have been an advo-
cate of bilingual education, of early childhood education, of multicultural ed-
ucation, of individually prescribed instruction and of community involvement.
The merits of these educational strategies as necessary to equality of educational
opportunity, I still support.
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In the last fow years however, I have begun to crystalize the conviction that
we can expect little beyond minimal success in the education of the Mexiecan
American so long as the reality of his environment provides full justification
for the negative self-concept which he begins to nurture at his first encounter
with the dominant culture and extends teward his tenure at school. Although I
have no substantive research supporting my prognosis (thkeoretical basis may
be found in the writings of Fromme, Alport, Rogers, et. al.), I feel suffic':ntly
justified in my opinion to join the ranks of those who expound the urgency
of an accelerated resolution to the inequalities in health, housing, and economics
which are to a great extent responsible for the present plight of the Mexican
American before great strides can be made in ‘solving the problem of educational
inequalities in the school. It is to this ery, this quest for equality which many
Mexican Americans choose to call “La Causa”, that I would like to address
myself today.

CLARIFICATION OF THE RESPONSE

The Mexican American movement is as complex as is the field within which it
operates. Symbolically, it is young Mexican American lenders attempting to
change a local, state, and national government’s response to a problem which
these governments fail to recognize—and it is much more. Its complexity and the
complexity of the field within which it operates necessitates clarification.

This is a movement encompassing a broad spectrum of individuals, strategies,
motivations and concerns. It includes the rhetorie of revolution and of reac-
tion. Although its language has been a part of the Southwest for centuries, that
language suddenly seems very loud, very foreign and very threatening to people
who never bothered to hear it before. It is a fire fed by the Young at a time
when the traditional gap between the young and the not-so-young seems to have
reached unprecedented proportions. It is sirategies which might have been better
implemented ten years ago, and it is a call for morality which was clearly heard
almost two thousand years ago.

The problem as it affects the Mexiean American is enormous. In thte schools,
drop-out rates are reduced at such a slow pace as to negate the efficicney of the
schools as instruments of upward mobility.

Retention rates and underachievement aggravate the problem. In the area of
civil rights, equal employment opportunity, justice, heaith and welfare the
problem is at least of equal magnitude.

The last few years have brought an increased awareness, if not understand-
ing, of the Mexican American and his perception of and attempts to resolve the
bleakness of his existence. The Valley Farmworkers March and subsequent con-
frontation with a Governor of the S:iate of Texas, the Civil Rights Commission
Hearings, various walkouts in area schools, the Del Rio March and the Crystal
City situation, even when adversely reported, have at least provided testnment
to the growing willingness of Mexican Americans, especially the young, to attack
their problems collectively as well as individually. The violence erupting in as-
sociation with Mexican American civil rights activities in recent weeks has been
covered extensively by the news media and certainly added a new dimension
to the meaning of commitment for Mexiean Americans.

The emerging purposeful collectivity among Mexican Amerieans has been re-
cognized by imdividuals in politics. It was perhaps during the John F. Kennedy
eampaign that the political potential of Mexican Americans as a group became
apparent both nationally and loeally. Since then a Mexican Ameriean strategy
has been a major feature of most political campaigns in the Southwest. The ad-
vent of La Raza Unida Party in South Texas will undoubtedly increase the
awareness of ethnicity 1.1 the quest for political support.

Several factors have contributed to the emerging political importance of Mexi-
can Americans. The elimination of the poll tax, massive voter registration drives
and sporadic attempts at voter eduecation have done much to curtail the previous
disenfranchisement of the minorities. Equally relevant to the political importance
of emerging minorities like the Mexican American, however, is the increasing
divisiveness in the country.

There is the possibility that this increased awareness of problems of Mexiean
American may have adverse effect, in terms of short-range goals, on the Mexican
Ameriean‘s quest for equal opportunity. The. problem is turbulent and it is eon-
strained by the tolerance for turbulence phenomenon. Just as the wrongness
an eighty percent drop-out rate among Mexican Americans is a reality, so the
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existence of other, perhaps more threatening. national and international concerns
is a reality. Americans live under the threat of Red China and the Communist
world. Conservationists (and our children) tell us that our most serious prob-
lem is ecology. The threat of a nuclear holocaust is brought home to us by at
least one novel and several movies per year. Student unrest and the drug prob-
lem v;iden the gap between the generations, and we are all, of course, worrying
abeat our shrinking American dollar. On the national scene, the Mexican Ameri-
can competes for priority with these and other concerns. On the local scene, the
corapetition for priority among concerns is almost as keen.
There is also the possibility that the injection of the problems of the Mexican
! Anmerican may well push many appreheusive middle class Americans beyond
their thresholds of tolerance.
In addition to the tolerance for turbulence phenomenon. the Mexican Ameri-
can movement must exist within the framework of Newton’s law. For every ¢
action of the Mexican Ameriean, there is a reaction of the dominent ethnie group. '
Opposition to change usually is manifested in a reactionary response which in i
most cases causes a comparable response fromn the proponents of change. Defense
. mechanisms are set up both at the psychological and physical level. We hear ) o
i acrsations. of ingratitude on the part of this ethnic group for what has been i
- : done for them. The “some of my best friends are Mexicans” approach is still very H
! mnch in practice. amazingly so in view of all the bad jokes abont this. Other :
| defenses nre obvions perhaps only to the Mexiean American. Almost always )
these are most costly to the persons employing them. The use of “Inhonse . 4
Mexicans” in negotiations with activist groups is perhaps the most symptomatie
of the lack of understanding. To expect to appear sincere to activist Mexican :
; Americans by having as your spokesmen Mexican Americans who are perceived as _',;
sell-outs by those activists is strategically questionable if not foolhardy. i
. ]

S s S R A e A D T st L

STATUS OF THE PROBLEM

The reality of the historical presence of Mexicans and Mexican Americans
! in the Southwest is evidenced by their influence on present Southwestern culture
if not by the history books. The Conquistadores often portrayed as nothing
more than fortune-seeking pursuers of Indian myths were followed by Spanish
settlers, the descendants of whom are still living in Texas, having been Mexicans
only for that short period between Mexican independence from Spain and
Texas secession from Mexico. With Anglo settlement of the Southwest came
the loss of the lands and other wealth, leaving deep fissures in the relations
between the Anglo and Spanish speaking populations
Although the Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo guaranteed the Spumsh speaking
population its language, religion, and culture and the United States theoretically
recognized the claim of inhabitants to all the land rights proved by Spanish
grant, few of these rights were recognized and respected. The non-compliance 8
of the United States government with the terms of the treaty poses an interest- B
ing if strictly academic legal question since it was under this treaty that Mexico k
ceded the states of California, Arizona, and New Mexico to this country. ’4
Many factors have contributed to the lack of cultural assimilation on the
part of Mexicon Americans. The geographic proximity of the mother country 4 E
and the fact that geographically the Southwest is a part of Mexico has helped :
to maintain cultural integrity as has reinforcement of that culture through im-
migration. Physiological differences were another barrier to ~wltural assimila-
tion. Discriminatory practices on the part of institutions which ~ 2re the avenues .
to cultural assimilation were probably the greatest barriers. 1
Inequality of opportunity has pervaded life for Mexican Americans in the
Southwest and persists in education, in housing, in employment, in the admin-
istration of justice. and in business.
In edueation. Mexican American progress is hampered by a systemn that has
not accepted the responsibility fer implementing an instruetional programn
which is compatible with his cultural and learning characteristics. The most
blatant disregard for the cultural and learning characteristics of Mexican
American children is evidenced by the practice of prohibiting the children’s
use of their home languageé. Not only has the child’s primary language been ig-
nored as a vehicle for instruction, a questionable pedogical practice; the move.
in many areas, has been to eliminate the Spanish altogether. The impact in terms
of loss to human dignity of this practice alone will probably be felt for over
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the next fifty years. Similarly, the complete disregard for the culture of the
Mexican American has done much to alienate these people. The educational
problems related to the disregard for culture can be summarized in three state-
ments: 1. Few teachers are aware that Mexican Awmericans have a culture,
2. the teachers who are aware of a Mexican American culture rarely do any-
thing about it in terms of curricular content, and 3. the one-in-a-thousand
teacher who attempts to do something about it invariably does the wrong thing.
Bducational literature commonly deseribes the Mexican Americans as “cul-
turally deprived children”, when with only a close look it is readily evident that
they are not. As Dr. John Aragon of the University of New Mexico once stated,
“Phese are not culturally deprived children, they are culturally atypical chil-
dren, being taught by culturally deprived teacher.

Illogital testing practices further hamper educational progress for Mexican
Americuns. In California Mexican Americans account for more than 40 per
cent of the so-called “mientally handicapped.” Even when escape from the special
education classes is possible for Mexican American children, unfair testing
undermine their success in schoo! by contributing to the low level of expecta-
tion evident in many teachers, both /Anglo and Mexican American. In the style
researched by Jacobson and Rosenth#l and reported in Pygmalion in the Class-
room, teachers of Mexican American children, influenced by the non-school
culture., have traditionally expected Mexican Amerlcan chlldren to achieve
less. The prophecy becomes self-fulfilling.

In housing Mexican Americans “ave been hampered by tru(htlonal unwilling-
ness on the part of lending institutions to make monies available for construe-
tion and repair of homes in the barrio. The resultant decay of the barrios added
to the stereotyped image of Mexican Aniericans who are uncaring ubout their
surroundings. One alternative to this lack of capital has been the use of me-
chanics or builders liens in upgrading homes in the barrio. These liens constitute
2 menace to many Mexican Americans in that they provide for the construection
or repair of a home with the lien-holding company maintaining the power to
take possession of the home should a specified number of monthly payments not
be forthecoming. Ignorance of homestead and other protective laws as well as
insecurities '‘about-jobs keep many Mexican Americans from risking the loss of
a home, however humble.

Diseriminatory practices on the part of the Federal Housing Administration
whiech tended to benefit the middle and upper-middle class have also succeeded
in keeping the Mexican American from availing himself of the services of that
institution. The FHA services which have finally reached the Mexican American
have to a great extent Lcen detrimental to the cause of an integrated society.
FHA practices of the last twenty years have tended to ghettoize the cities with
the primary consideration in site selection for public housing being the racial
or ethnic concentration of the neighborhoods.

The Report of the National Advisory Committee.on Civil Disorders, also
known as the U.S. Riot Commission Report took note of this practice in rec-
ommending :

“To date, housing programs serving low-income grouns have been concentrated
in the -ghettos. Non-ghetto areas, particniarly suburbs. for the most part have
steadfastly opposed Iow-income, rent supplement, or below-market interest rate
housing, and have successfully restricted use of these programs outside the ghetto.
We believe that federally aided low and moderate income housing programs
must be re-orientated so that the major thrust is in non-ghetto areas. Public
housing programs should emphasize scattered site construction, rent supplements
should, wherever possibie, be used in non-ghetto areas, and an intensive effort
should be made to recrnit below-market interest rate sponsors willing to build
outside the ghettos.”

In spite of the Riot Commission’s report and after almost a whole year of
strong citizen objection to this further ghettoizing, and in spite of Secretary
George Romney’s recent admission to the Senate Select Committee on Equal
Education Opportunity of past FHA and HUL contribution to rucial and ethnic
social problems, theie is still lacking, in most cities, a comnprehensive plan for
housing which will elimminate the further polurlzatlon of our society and the
continned destruection of human lives.

Perhaps the greatest alienation between Mexicun Americans and Southwestern
institutions exists in the area of the administration of justice. The Texas Advi-
sory to the U.S. Civil Rights Commission stated in a February, 1970, report:
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“Definitive evidence exists that black and Mexican American citizens of Texas
suffer discrimination in the administration of the law. This is particularly so in
rural areas of the State. Even clearer, and perhaps eveu more important is its

"possible consequences, is the evidence that minority citizens to end to regard i
those who administer the law—including police officers, the courts, and .correc- i
tional officials—as agents of discrimination and oppression.”

The use of Texas Rangers and Department of Public Safety personnel in ki

‘ area experiencing civil rights or labor activities promises to do little to curtail i
! the attitude identified by the Civil Right Advisory. In Starr County, in Mathis 3
an in Uvalde, Mexican Americans perceive law enforcement personnel ‘as oppo- M
nents of the struggles for equality which they have chosen to take up. The dam- 3
age may well be irreparable, : : i
Their value before the law is questioned by Mexican Americans for less
obvious reasons. The national paradox which showed a relatively low level of [ PR
concern for problems of drug abuse, other than mandatory and more severe prison
sentences, until it became a middle class, white, Anglo Saxon, protestant problem
is very obviously apparent to Mexican Americans in the barrio. The practice of :
excluding Mexican Americans from juries in many South Texas towns still exists B
; although most have shifted to the practice of including a token Mexican in juries
50 long as he is the “right kind” of Mexican. The far reaching effects of this prac-
tice are perhaps more apparent when you consider a civil case wherein an all
Anglo jury, with its opinion of the value of a Mexican American’s day’s work, is
called upon to determine compensation for a Mexican American disabled through
personal injury. o : .
‘While a small percentage of Mexican Americans have enjoyed social and
economic mobility, most Mexican Americans suffer the lack of socio-economic
mobility. This fact is pointed up, almost indisputably, by the high drop-cat rate
among Mexican Americans, the high incidence of health problems, and the high
unemployment and underemployment prevalent in the barrio. i
Lack of socio-economic mobility is perhaps the most crippling condition of i
Mexican American lifé. A tradition if discriminatory practices and the ever- i
widening present day gap between the lower and middle class standards of living
presents a rather hopeless picture to the Mexican American. Sociolegists and
anthropologists have stated often that the Mexican American is held back by a
low level aspiration. I submit that what exists is 2t low level of expectation, re-
inforced by successive failures in the school, negatively stereotyped images in the
media, and what often become self-fulfilling prophecies about Mexican Americans’
aabition and capabilities. :
Because institutions seem not to serve them, Mexican Americans see them-
selves as an exploited. people.
This exploitation manifests itself through low wages, unfair labor practices.
lack of equal employment opportunity, and discrimination in upward job
mobility. Nowhere is the economic exploitation of the Mexican American more
apparent than in the plight of the agricultural migrants. Empioyers with vested
interests, and frequently with the assistance of government officials, have suc-
cessfully impeded most legislation aimed at improving the lot of the migrant.
These efforts deny the migrant coverage under minimum wage laws, coverage T
. under the National Labor Relations Act, and in the State of Texas, adequate "'
housing, rest stops, transportation safety, and the unfair competition of foreign
green card holders. Texas Rangers’ efforts to maintain law and order in the Rio
Grande Valley, very conveniently for the growers, also all but ended unionizing
activities. , r
A second form of exploitation served by Mexican Americans is cultural exploita-
tion. Mexican Americans shopping in downtown San Antonio see the great
amount of money being expended here by Mexican citizens who can feel quite
1 at home in San Antonio because there they find Spanish-speaking personnel
3 eager to wait on them. On the other hand, U.S. tourists are attiracted to San
; Antonio by the quaint Mexican atmosphere complete with strolling mariachi
bands. It is not surprising then that a stroll down the San Antonio riverwalk
is a bitter experience for a Mexican American who can see that for the most part
other Mexican Americans are able to enjoy the beautiful surroundings, expen-
sive shops and the fiesta atmosphere only in their capacity as waiters, busboys
and bartenders.
So entrenched is the feeling of exploitation among Mexican Americans, espe-
cially those in the urban barrio who experience on a daily basis the ploys of
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money lenders, salesmen with gimmicks and bill collectors, that efforts to provide
self-help opportunities are often viewed with real skepticism. Recently a federally
funded program offering benefits totaling thousands of dollars to participants was
implemented in west San Antonio. After the Project Director had explained all
of the program to the participants, a stillness pervaded the room which seemed to
indicate that there remained some questions. Finally one program participant
broke the silence. *‘All right,” he said, “Now tell us the catch !” And, unfortunately,
many programs do carry their own “Catch 22”.

A third form of exploitation is political exploitation. The history of political ex-
ploitation of Mexican Americans is reaching its climax today when young Mexi-
can-Amerieans are seeking to establish a third party in the hope of enjoying
increased responsivness. The failure of either major party to institute a program
of voter education among Mexican-Americans is perhaps indicative of what has
tended to be their philosophy towards this group. Most politicians continue to be-
lieve that with enough rallies of free beer and tamales they cau secure the support
of the Mexican American community, and Mexican Americans resent this. The
lack of concern for the integrity of the Mexican American voters may well be the
clue to the lack of concern for his needs. It is not difficult to understand why
young Americans would choose to work for the unseating of a Texas State Sena-
tor, who with a 659 Mexican American constituency, attemyted to filibuster
the minimum wage law introduced in the legislature last year.

In recent years Mexican Americans have begun to recognize or perceive a
fourth type of expioitation. The pride felt by most Mexican Americans after the
exemplary record of Mexican Americans in World War II and Korea is fast con-
verting into bitter cynicism as a disproportionate percentage of Viet Nam war
casualities are Mexican American. Even more bitter is the recognition that in
many instances those same heroes have been unable to eujoy the fruits of life in
this country.

All of the conditions which I have described, combine to ereate the atmosphere
for protest. The reporters of these conditions are frequently those individuals
who, having reached their own tolerance for turbulance threshol: react in a
manner which causes the protestors to be viewed as troublemakers, outside agi-
tators, egotistical juveniles, effete snobs. criminals and communists by those who
desire that the condition not be reported. .

One over-riding motivation pervades the Mexican American protest.

It is an unwillingness to perpetuate second class citizenship. Mexican Ameri-
cans are demanding equality before the institutions which have either ignored
their needs or misread their needs in the past; they are demanding upward
mobility and that means the'opening of doors to those institutions which have
heretofore been closed to Mexican American entry.

Mexican Americans »re demanding freedom. In politics it means an end
to delivery of the Mexican American vote by boss politicians, whether they
be. brown, black, or white. It means alternatives to leadership so that they
are not saddled with only a few leaders who might reach their own tolerance
for temptation and begin to ignore the needs of the Mexican Americans; it
means political education so that the people can choose their eandidate because
he is responsive and not because he has the most advertising or endorsement
by all the right Mexican Americans. Most of all, the Mexican American demand
for freedom means the demand for the right to alternatives; alternatives in life
styles, alternatives in aspirations and alternatives in values.

The complexity of Mexican American needs, values and aspirations is mul-
tiplied by the complexity of the needs, values and aspirations of the dominant
middle class society. There is no absence of concern for the future course of
society ; the gap which does exist is between the focal points of those concerns,
many of which are in conflict. The question I bring before you today is, “What
is the nature of this chasm of conflicting concerns and how can this chasm be
bridged ?”

THE CIASM OF CONFLICTTNG CONCERNS

The chasm is many-faceted. It include nationalism vs. cultural piumlism, par-
ticipation in institutions vs. the preservation of institutions, civil rights vs.

" - property rights and shared political power vs. maintenance of the status quo.

The conflict- between the growing nationalism among middle America and the
surging culturalism among the Mexican American is exemplary of the chasm
of conflicting concerns. Recently Mexican American youth in San Antonio cele-
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brated La Semana de la Raza, a week-long observance culminating on September
16th which is Mexico’s Day of Independence. This oLservance, as well as the
Mexican American insistence on retailing his language, is viewed as un-American
by many, especially those individuals caught up in the wave toward renewed
patriotisin. What is lacking is the realization that Mexican American activities
of this type are celebrations of the Mexican American’s own culturalism rather
than of u return to Mexico type nationalism. The conflict is reinforced by the fact
that each group has an equal need for its own mechanism. The Mexican American,
too long aware of a slipping away of his values and identity asserts himself in
a celebration of his culture especially in its exclusion of the dominant culture,
and the middle American also feels the need to assert a nationalism especially in
its exclusion of anything foreign and threatening.

Conflicting concerns are manifested in terms of the Mexican American’s urgent
push for participation in the institutions which have been closed to him thus far,
while middle America is pushing to preserve these institutions as they presently
exist. Mexican American techniques to open the doors of those institutions must
often be perceived as battering rams threatening to break down the walls upon
which middle America is attempting to build improvements.

INlustrative of this phenomenon are current Mexican American efforts to partici-
pate in the decision making processes of the schools. In the extreme we are faced
with the reality that while universal matriculation is taken for granted in this
county, studies have shown that 20 per cent of migrant children in Texas never

enroll in schools. In institutions of higher learning too, Mexican Americans are”

attempting to gain entry—a move seen by many as an attempt to weaken the
institutions through a lowering of standards.

In the area of health too, we see.a chasm between a medical profession that
daily moves towards increased specialization and a need for improved health
delivery services. The irony of the situation becomes evident when one considers
that in a time when organ transplants have become a reality and aerospace
mediecine is a maturing specialization there are still Americans who do not have
iceess to the very basic medical and dental services.

In the area of the administration of justice we are faced with another chasm:

a middle America concerned about tlie protection of public property and Mexican
Americans and minority groups in general perceiving the tools of justice as
something to which they must gain access in order to protect their civil rights.
Mexican American clashes with the instruments of the administration of justice
have put the problem into a new perspective. Violent outbreaks in association
with civil rights activities usually reflect on the groups initiating those activi-
ties, regardless of the findings of commissions and other investigatory bodies. To
this, many young Mexican Americans are responding that violence is perpetrated
against the Mexican American every day of his life in the forms of systemns which
sentence him to a life lacking in the joy of taking all that this country has to
offer. The concensus seems to be that sentencing a clhild to a life without an edu-
cation cripples him as surely as if a gun had been aimed at his limbs and repre-
sents an aet of equal violence.

Middle America’s politieal nsplrntions are also in direct conflict with the po-
litical aspirations of Mexican Americans. In this field we see the maintenance
of the status quo as the primary objective of the dominant group while logically,
the Mexican American attempts entry into the political arena, a move seen as
threatening to the status quo by the dominant group.

The political conflict goes beyond the obvious electoral processes ‘for Mexican
Americans. More and more Mexican American resentment of patronage is evident.
The Mexican American wants to be a full member of the political process with
self-determination as a goal. Participation which is short of self-determination
is seen as little more than tokenism and ds clearly the object of contempt.

SOME SOLUTIONS

If in fact there is no absence of concern for the future course of our society and

" the world, it becomes obvious that those concerns which are today in such

egreat conflict must be harnessed into a force which will bring about the realiza-
tion of the American Dream for all concerned. If we are to survive and ac-
complish our goals as a nation we must begin by implementing several strategies.

FIRST: It might not be totally irrelevant to look to the advice of a great
American who became Mexico’s Indian President. Benito Juarez advised his
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countrymen that (“El respecto al derecho ageno es la paz.”) “Respect for
the rights of others is peace.”

SECOND: We are going to have to do more than pay lip service to the con-

cept of better communications. 1t may serve us well to remember that com-
munication need not always be verbal and in fact physical exposure to the
realities of the differing life styles in our society may be the only effective
avenue to real communication. .
, THIRD: We are going to have to beware of over-reaction and of blind re-
action: I can think of no greater deterrent to a solution to the problems of our
society than those individuals who resort to fear and hate-mongering as a re-
sponse to protest.

FOURTH : We are going to have to implement the concept of change in rela-
tionship to all of our institutions. We are going to have to put into practice
our conviction that institutions were established to serve individuals and that
when these fail to serve the uneeds of individuals or groups of individuals they
must be changed, expanded, or replaced with those that will not suffer under the
scrutiny of accountability.

FIFTH: We are going to have to learn to appreciate and exploit our cul-
tural pluralism. The melting pot myth must be recognized for what it is, and we
must begin to accommodate peoples who are ethinically, racially, and culturally
different and who have much to offer this country and indeed the world.

Today I have attempted to accomplish three things. First, to familiarize you
(perhaps needlessly or repetitiously) with the problems of the Mexican American
as an‘ethnic group in our society. '

Second, I have attempted to explain the rapid polarization occurring in our
society in terms of conflicting concerns.

And finally I have attempted to seek a way out of the precarious dilemma grip-
ping our entire ‘country.

I can only hope that members of all ethnic and racial groups gathered here
today can develop the necessary insights for the diminishing and eventual so-
lution of the problem lest we all fall into the ever-widening chasm.

SraNIsH SPEAKING OBTAIN 16-PoinT EEQ PRrogRAM

Equal employment opportunity for the Spanish speaking people reached a new
dimension with the announcement by President Nixon of ‘a 16-point program
aimed at giving members-of this ethnic minority an equitable share of federal
jobs. Prestdent Nixon announced the plan on November 5, and instructed Civil
Serviee Commission Chairman Robert'E. Hampton to begin implementing it
immediately. The program includes the appointinient of a full-time Spanish sur-
named EEO official in the Civil Service Commission, an intensified recruitment
drive to bring more Spanish surnamed Americans into federal jobs and a major,
thrust to place Spanish surnamed persons in key federal departmental positions.
MARTIN G. CASTILLO, CHAIRMAN OF THE CABINET COMMITTEE ON
OPPORTUNITIES FOR SPANISH SPEAKING PEOPLE, THE AGENCY
WHICH INITIATED THE DEVELOPMENT OF THIS PROGRAM, CALLED
THE 16-POINT PLAN AN UNPARALLELED BREAKTHROUGH FOR THE

‘NATION'S LARGEST NATIVE MINORITY. Equal employment opportunity

has been one of the most pursued goals of the Spanish Speaking and also one
of the most elusive. Although the Federal Government' has widely advocated
equal employment opportunities in private industry and bhas made frequent
pronouncements as an equal opportunity employer, it has not yet achieved job
parity for the Spanish ‘Speaking. “The Spanish speaking people constitute ap-
proximately 8 percent of the nation’s work force,” Castillo said. “Despite all the
oratory about improvement, the Spanish surnamed cmployment in Federal Gov-
ernment has hovered around 2 percent for the past 10 years. This situation would
probadly .continue without this type of action by President Nixon.”

STATISTICS CITE DISPARITIES

According to the Civil Serviec Commissfon report rcleased last month and
based on statistics a8 of November, 1969, minoritics hold 501,}25, or 19.3 percent
of the 2.6 million federal jobs. SPANISH SURNAMED FEDERAL EMPLOYEES
CONSTITUTE 2.8 PERCENT. There are only 14 Spanish surnamed people in
the “super” civil grades where policy and decisions ave made. The top civil
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servants are Castillo, who serves as the federal ombudsman for the Spanish
Speaking and Hilary Sandoval, administrator of the Small Business Administra-
tion. In all branches of the Fedcral Government, the Spanish speaking hold
mostly low grade positions. The Post Office Department, for example, employs
17.49% Spanish surnamed nersons (2.5 percent of its forece) and 15847 arc in
PFS gradcs, 1-5. Only two Liold “super grade” positions.

CABINET COMMITTEE ON OPPORTUNITY FOR THE SPANISH SPEAKING

THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION AND WELFARE, which is
extensively involved in programs for Spanish speaking people. employs 103,384
people but only 1,201 (1.2 percent) are Spanish surnamed Americans. HEW has
only two in the policy-making positions and less than one percent are in the
GS14-15 mid-management grades. The Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment has less than 200 Spanish surnamed persons. The Department of Labor,
another important federal agency for the Spanish speaking people, also has less
than 200 Spanish surnamed Americans on its roster. In the Department of Agri-
culture, the Spanish surnamed force totals 1,452 (1.7 percent) and of these none
are in the “super grade” positions and only four in grades 14-15. The Veterans
Administration has 3.032 Spanish surnamed Americans out of 146,523 employees.
Only 245 hold mid-management civil service grades and none are in the policy-
making canks.

BESIDES BEING INEQUITABLE, THE DISPROPORTIONATE NUMBER
OF SPANISH SPEAKING PEOPLE IN GOVERNMENT, PARTICULARLY IN
THE HIGHER ECHELONS, DEPRIVES THE SPANISH SPEAKING MINOR-
ITY FROM EMPLOYING THEIR OWN EXPERTISE ON PROGRAMS AND
POLICIES DIRECTLY AFFECTING THEM. Instead, the Spanish speaking
people have had to rely on social brokers or consultants to advocate their cause in
government planning councils. Parity and rclevance aside, the Federal Govern-
ment would also benefit from the special qualities of these Spanish speaking
people. “The broker system of pragress for the Spanish Speaking 18 passe,” Cas-
tillo said. “We have emphasized, and President Nimon agrees, that the Spanish.
speal:ing people must be given a greater role in the Federal Government in order
to achieve our goals. President Nizon not only understand's this but he has now
taken specific action to do something about it. The fact that it comes after the

-election is perhaps the sirongest indication that President Nivon comsiders it a
-commitment and not a political gesture.”

Equal employment opportunity in federal government has been one of the Cab-
inet Committee’s major projects. Through the Cabinet Committee’s efforts, several
key positions in government were fille@ by Spanish speaking people. Last July,
the project received important support from a group of Mexican American orga-
nizations in California who cited the dismal statistics and petitioned President
Nixon to open more job opportunities in government for the Spansh Speaking. A

‘Cabinet Committee team headed Ly Castillo and John Bareno, Executive Director

for Administration, was already involved in a series of meetings with Clvil Serv-
ice Commission officials and EREO officers iu the various government departments.
In October. Castillo spoke to a civil service conference on equal employment oppor-

tunity in Charlottesville, Virginia. Bareno addressed a civil rights coordinators’

meeting in the White House. Meanwhile, the Cabinet Committee drafted a Spanish

-surnamed EEO plan for the Civil Service Commission. MOST OF THE CABINET

COMMITTEE PROPOSALS ARE INCLUDED IN THE 16-POINT PLAN AN-
NOUNCED BY PRESIDENT NIXON.

THE PRESIDENT’S 16-POINT PLAN

1. Appoint a full-time official in the Civil KRervice Commission to provide adviee
and assistance on matiers relating to the Spanish swrnamed. population and to
assure full application of the BREO program in all federal ageneies to this group.

2. An intensified drive to reeruit Spanish surnamed persons, particularly for
identified public contact positions, in areas of heavy Spanish speaking popula-
‘tion, including the southwestern states and Chicago, Detroit, and New York, as

well as certain other major metropolitan areas.

3. Use specialized recruftment teams, to include Spanis?: speaking persons. for
-college recruitment, particularly at colleges with heavy Spanish speaking en-
‘rollments.
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4. Begin work immediately with OEQ, HEW, HUD and Labor Department to
find ways to cnhance opportunitics at all levels for Spanish surnamed Americans

in programs dealing with the Spanish speaking population as well as in other

programs and in key occupations.

5. Step up recruitment for the Cooperative Education Program at colleges
with significant numbers of Spanish speaking students to permit entry from
FSEE registers without necessity of written examination.

6. Emphasize to Fedcral agencies availability of selective placement on bilin-
gual basis so Spanish speaking persons may be reached for appomtmeuts to
positions dealing with the Spanish surnamed population.

7. Hold an BEO conference of federal managers and equal opportumty officials
in the Southwest designed to assure equal opportunity for Spanish speaking
persons in employment and upward mobility in federal agencies.

8. Dcevelop plans for federal agencies under CSC arca office leadership to work
with high sehools in Spanish speaking areas to make known job opportunities
in the Federal Government and to counsel and to encourage students to stay in
school. '

9. Hire for summer employment in federal agencies high school and college
teuchers from schools serving Spanish speaking students to give them under-
standing of the Federal Goverament which they can relate to students.

10. Make a special effort to inform Spanish surnamed veterans of availability
of noncompetitive appointments for Vietnam Arce Veterens including GS-5 level.

11. Require federal agencies to review their BEO action plans and minority
employment figures and make any necessary revisions to assure the full appli-
cability of the plans to the Spanish surnamed population.

12. Revicw with agencics the staffing of EEO program to make sure that there
18 understanding in the program of the special problems of the Spanish speaking.

13. Provide additional training programs on-EEO end per 1 management
for federal managers in areas of Spanish speaking population.

14. With the Department of Labor, ezplore the fcasibility of establishing an
intergovernmental lraining facility for upward mobility and skills training for
federal, state and local careers in the Southwest, probably in San Antonio.

15. Collect necessary deta and broaden enalysis of minority statistics to bring
out special information relating to employment and upward mobility of Spanish
surnamed pevsons in the Federal Government.

16. Require EEO reports from agencies to rcflect special information on
Spanish surnamed persons and include in the CSC agenda for EEO evaluation
questions directed at particular problems relating to employment and upward
mobility of Spanish surnamed persons.

THE NONEDUCATION OF EDUCATION

For the disadvantaged, educational attainment is viewed as the most viable:

and lasting means of progress, for it sets the foundation for improvement in all
areas. However, in the Southwest, where 70 percent of the nation’s two million
Spanish surnamed students reside, many school districts still maintain regressive
policies regarding Mexican American school children. Many of these policies con-
tinue unabatedly taking their toll of the Mexican American child unless and until
publie pressure forces the issue of surface. An example is given in a letter to the
Cabinet Committee by Neal Bierling, a VISTA volunteer (Volunteers In Service
to America) of Ulysses, Kansus. Bierling works largely with children of migrant
workers or ex-migrants. Bierling writes:

‘We have succeeded in getting the local Mexican American and Anglo citizens
group known as Concerned Citizens, Inc. to work on the Mexican American drop-
out ‘and prospective dropout problem. Upon advisement they will try to set up
a tutoring program. It is a grave problem here since there are Mexican Ameri-
can high school students who cannot read their textbooks without difficulty and
help. They have been and are being passed ‘through the grades with the term
“SOCIAL PROMOTION.” And of course year by year they get further behind

and begin to drop out in the 7th, 8th or 9th grade. Concerned Citizens will also:

try to initiate a program to hire Mexican American teachers and staff in the

schools. Mexican Americans comprise 20 percent of the local population and 12
percent of the school‘s enrollment but there i8 not one Mewican American teacher,.

administrative staff member nor even a custodian.
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FEDERAL AGENCIES SEEKING CHANGES

Concerned with this tenacious problem, the Cabinet Committee on Opportunities
for Spanish Speaking People, the Department of Health, Education and Welfare
and the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights are moving aggressively to bring
educational equality and opportunity to the Spanish speaking child and instill
bi-cultural realism to pedagogy. The Mexican American Education Study Divi-
gion of the Civil Rights Commission has finished its first report on the state of
education of the Mcrican American in the Southiwest. Headed by former California
cducator Hewry Ramirez, this department will produce two more reports; the
first exaines the ethnic isolation of Mexican Americans in the public schools of
the Southwest and the second will study ihe holding power of the schools on
Mexican American youth. The third report will deal with the cultural and lingu-
istic exclusion of the Mexican American within the education process.

Approximately 1.4 million Spanish surnamed students, mostly Mexican Amer-
icans, attend school in the five Southwestern states of Arizona, Califoraia,
Colorado, New Mexico and Texas. ALMOST ALL MEXICAN AMERICAN,
THEY COMPROMISE 17 PERCENT OF THE TOTAL SCHOOL ENROLL-
MENT. The Civil Rights Coinmission Study reports a severe isolation of the
Mexican American student within individual districts.

It states that 45 percent of the Mexican pupils are enrolled in schools repre-

seuting from 50 to 100 percent of the student population. Only an estimated 12,000 -

(4 percent) of the Southwest’s 325,000 teachers are Mexican American. Of ap-
proximately 12,000 school principals, only 400 are Mexican American. On local
boards of education, 470 of approximately 4,600 trustees are Mexican American,

Although new efforts are being made by schools to work more effectively with the -

Mexican American students and community, “The preponderance of evidence,
however, indieates that the system still is not responding or that it is offering
only token respouse ; or, in too many cases, that it does not even accept the reality
that a bilingual, bicultural society of five million persons exists in the southwest,”
Ramirez's reports states. .

A DEFINITION OF WHITE OR BROWN

At the urging of the Cabinet Committee, HEW sent an unprecedented memo-
randum to more than 1,000 school districts warning them about diseriminating
against Spanish surnamed students because of langauge deficiencies or national
origin. As e followup, HEW has set up a departmental task groxv and advisory
commitice to supervise the implementation of the memo and to propose and co-
ordinate new polices ensuring cqual educational opportunity for “national origin-
minority group children.” .

“One of the problems that we have to cope with is the assigning of national

" origin minority group students to classes for the mentally retarded on the basis

of ‘ceriteria which essentially measure or evaluate English language skills.” said

HEW'’s Director of Civil Rights, J. Stanley Pottinger in a speech to the League"
-of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) conference in Washington last

month. Pottinger stated that a U.S. district judge in California has ruled this
practice as unlawful and unconstitutional. :

The Cabinet Committee is also lending support to Mexican American citizen
groups in Texns who are seeking through the courts to make Mexican Americans

- an “identifinble ethnic group.” A group of Mexican American parents. with the

assistance of the United Auto Workers Union, filed snit against the Corpus
Christi school district arguing that their children belong to an identifiable minor-
ity group and therefore are entiled to protection under the 1954 Supreme Court
school desegregation deecision.

BLACK-BROWN PAIRINGS OHALLENGFD

The issue grew out of a court-ordered desegregation plan designed by school
officials which paired Mexican American schools with Black schools and resulted
only in consolidating two disadvantaged groups. 4 similar situation has devel-
oped in Houston where o local Mewican American orgaenization is Utigating
the school district’s desegregation plan that paired 25 elementary schools, mostly
involving predominately Mewican American and predominately Black schools.
It led to a boycott of the Houston schools for several weeks by 3500 Mexican
American students. The school board agreed to appeal the court-approved
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pair plan to the U.S. Supreme Court. A¢ the request of Houston’s Mcwican Amer-
ican Hducation Council, CCOSS Chairmaen Martin G. Castillo and Exccutive
Director for Programs, Henry A. Quevedo went to Houston to discuss the situa-
tion with Mexican American leaders and the president of the Houston School
Board. After the meeting Castillo asked for direct intervention by the Depart-
ment of Justice in the appeal and requested technical assistance from HEW to
improve educational techniques for the Spanish speaking child.

Castillo said:

“I view the Houston plan under its present form as indcfensible from an cduca-
tional point of view and from a legai point of view. YWhere is the enrichment
or the equality of opportunity in a situation which requires consolidating two
disadvantaged groups. The Spanish speaking child has suffcred too many years
from linguistic isolation and unrealistic educatfonal technigues. The Black
child has suffered too many years of segregation and educational deprivation.
To cxpect that anything resembling education can rcsulv from joining these
tragio consequences under the guise of descgregation is asking too much.

“The Courts should recognize that for educational purposes both the Mexican
American and the Black child are part nf two distinct minorities. Educators
have recognized and dealt with this reality to a limited degree for many years.
The Mextcan American child i3 a distinct minority when we are defining scgre-
pated clussrooms, segregated curriculum or segregated schools. We nced the
highest courts of the land to put all speculation on this point to rest by favorable
action in this appeal. I have abiding faith in the system wherein government
agencies must cooperate with local institutions where problems like these are
brought about by government action in one way or another,”

FORD FOUNDATION FFLLOWSHIP PROGRAMS

The Ford Foundation is offering two types of grants in graduate studies to
Mexican American and Puerto Rican students for the 1971-72 academic year.
An Advanced Study Fellowship and a Doctoral Fellowship support full-time
graduate study for one year and up to five years, respcctively, beginning in
the summer session or the fall term. Last year, about 20 were given to Mexican
American and Puerto Rican students. A bachelor’s degree within the last 10
years is one of the prerequisites. Fellowship includes full tuition and fees and
a living allowance. Deadline for applications is January 16-17. Recipients will
be announced around April 15, 1971, Applications and additional information
can be obtained by writing to Advanced Study Fellowships and Doctoral Fellow-
ships for Mexican Americans and Puerto Ricans, The I'ord Foundation, 820
East 43rd Street, New York, New York 10017.

HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT FELLOWSIIIP

The Department of Housing and Urban Development encourages menibers
of minority groups to apply for its fifth annual Urban Studies Fellowship Pro-
gram. Federal grants are given for full time graduate programs at accredited
institutions in the fields of ciry planning and urban housing. Candidalcs must
intend to enter a carcer in statc or local public serviee or in an cligible non-
profit agency. Application forms aund additional information can be obtained by
writing to Urban Studies Fellowship Program, HUD, Washington, D.C. 20410.
Deadline is January 15, 1971. Awards will be announced April 1.

RUBEN SALAZAR MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP PROPOSED

A group of Mexican Americans in El Paso have formed a committee to es-
tablish & Ruben Salazar Memorial Scholarship in Journalisin. The Los Angeles
newsman was killed August 29 during civil disturbances in East Los Angeles,

COMMIT/EE CHAIRMAN IS JOE PINON, JR. and the corresponding secre-
tary is Rora R. Guerrero. Members of the committee include professional peo-
ple, studenys and barrio representatives. The committee is raising funds to provide
several $1500 scholarships to mass media communications. The major criteria
for selection will be based on involvement and dedication to the Mexican Ameri-
can canse. Persons interested in contributing can send checks or money orders
payable to “Ruben Salazar Memorial Scholarship Fund,’ Southiwest National
Bank, 320 North Stanton, El Paso, Texas 79901. )
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FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SUMMER JOBS

The Cabinet Committee urges Spanish speaking students interested in sum-
mer jobs with the Federal Government to apply early. In the past, students have
either not been informed about application procedures or have failed to apply
before testing deadlines. The jobs vary from office jobs to park rangers and

are located throughout the United States. Students coinpete on a merit basis.

for the summer jobs. The minimum age requirement is 18 years or high school

graduates if at least 16 years old. Civil Service Announcement 414 contains:
complete job and testing information and ean be obtained from local post offices..

government personnel offices and area offices of the Civil Service Commission.
First deadline for applications is December 4, with the test scheduled for Janu-
ary 9. Final deadline for application is February 3.

CCOSS PUBLISHES “A NEW ERA”

The Cabinet Committee has published “A NEW ERA,” a brochure that de-
seribes why a federal ageney for Spanish speaking pecple was created, its man-
date and its activities. The brochure also incorporates a condensed annual report
recently submitted to the President. “A NEW ERA” has been mailed to all per-
sons on the CCOSS mailing list. Copies may be requested by writing to CCOSS’
Office of Public Affairs.

00PS AND TOUCHE

Several persons have called attention to the picture on Page 6 of “A New Era”
which shows an old man harvesting a crop deseribed as a beet. Kudos to Adal-
berto Jimenez, director of ESO Community Development in San Jose, California,
for the best lampoon. He wrote : “I notice the picture . .. on page 6 is kinda con-
fusing. The viejito is not topping beets. I know that horticulture has made some
advances but you guys really put one over on us old farm workers. Putting a pie-
ture of a hybrid “Beion” is really going to confuse farm workers. Could you tell
me the Agriculture college which led the research team and in what year the
“beet” and the “onion” were crossed. . . . This will revolutionize the farming in-

dustry.” (Editor’s note: Yes, the crop IS an onion; we think. Well, anyway it

looks like a beet? A fat mushroom? A hairy pear? Forget it.)

[From the Los Angeles Times, Sept. 19, 1970]
TI1E MEXICAN-AMERICAN—THE PUBLIG SPEAKs Our

(By Rodolfo Medina *)

Mexican-Americans have burst upon the national scene with dramatie force:

in the past few years. Like the Negroes, the Mexican-American people have been
considered a source of docile menial labor, and like the Negro, the Mexican-
.Americans had been thought ineapable of militant social action.

Whatever the balance of society’s judgment. the fact is that today Mexican-
Americans are no longer sitting in the anterooms waiting to be judged. Their
struggle for full membership in American society has begun.

Why: The unmistakable influences of poverty and social deprivation; while
the spokesmen for the minority group are young and middle class, few have
forgotten the urban and rural slums where they were born; a growing concern
for equality and opportunity for all citizens; Mexican-Americans have drawn
from the dramatic struggle of the Negro people (but have added artistry on their
own) ; a growing sense of organization and emerging pragmatic priorities about
what to do about it.

The social hurts are deep and they have often even been rubbed with the salt
of official neglect. These hurts made up the agenda for social action.

Eduecation: School systems have failed the Mexican-American people.

Housing : Residential segregation. '

! Medina s principal of Audubon School in Altadena and is n national consultant on
Mexican-American studies for the Department of Health, Education and Welfare.
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Health: Life destroying diseases are conspicuous among these people. (Tuber-
-culosis for example is still a Killer of these people )

Ewmployment: Mexican-Americans are, in large part, an unskmed pool of
industrial labor with few skills, little formal education and limited ability to
speak English.

Polities: It is extremely difficult for Spanish surnamed individuals to ran for
public office and win.

Voting: Mexican-Americans are still not fully enfranchised.

0Old Age: Problem is severe. Housing and medical care for Mexican-American
senior citizens is not always obtainable, and when care is available many are
not aware of its existence. Others born in Mexico do not yualify.

Youth: Mexican-American yonths suffer from the impersonal nature of the
metropolitan environment; social rebellion is always high when the fulfillment
of youthful dreams is low (median age of Mexican-Americans is almost 28 years).

Civil Rights: When justice is withheld, Mexican-Americans rarely complain—
because they don't know how.

Government: Enormous gap between the Mexican-American people and most
agencies of government.

Farm Workers: La Causa (the Cause). The farm workers have never won
collective bargaining right-—partially because they have never been highly moti-
vated to organize.

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE,
OFFICE OF THE {SECRETARY,
Washington, D.C., September 22, 1970.
Hon. WaLTER F. MONDALE,
Chairman, Committee on Equal Educational Opportunity,
U.8. Senate, Washington, D.C.
DraAR SENATOR MoNDALE: Your letter of August 28, 1970 to the Secretary of
Health, Education and Welfare has been referred by him to this office for reply.
As requested, I am enclosing information on the number of Spanish surnamed
professional employees in the Office of Civil Rights and the Office of Education
and a list of black and Spanish surnamed staff at branch and division chief
levels.
I hope this material will be of assistance, If any further information is
needed, please do not hesitate to contact us.
Sincerely yours,
JAMES FARMER,
Assistant Secretary for Administration.

Enclosure.

Ofiice of Civil Rights, DHEW
ber o,
Grade: ) prafeaaimml sta}
9 2
10 R
1 -t
12 9
13 e 17
14 __ 13
15 5
16 1
Total 51

SpANISH-SURNAMED PROFESSIONALS

Office for Civil Rights, DHEW—1 GS-15.
Divector, Contract Compliance Division, DHEW-—1 GS-14.
Civil Rights Regional Office, Reg. I, Boston, Mass.—1 GS-11.
Civil Rights Regional Office, Reg. VII, Dallas, Texas—1 GS-13; 1 GS-12.
No Regional Directors or Branch chiefs In Regional Offices.
No attorneys in the Ofilce for Civil Rights.
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Office of education
Number of pro-

Grade: fessional staff
D e e e —— 164
10. 3
11 - 178
D e e e e e e e e e e s e e e e e o e e e 160
13 403
14 447
15 - . 239
16, 30
17 - 11
18 - 1

Total 1, 636

SPANISH-SURNAMED PROFESSIONALS

Reg. III, Charlottesville, Va., Construction Services Programs-— 1 GS-12.

Reg. VII, Dailas, Texas, EEO Programs—1 GS-12.

é{eg. IX, San Fraucisco, Calif., EEO Programs—1 GS-14; AVLP Programs—
1 GS-13.

OF Personnel Div., Classification Branch—1 GS-13.

Dep. (fomm. for School Systems, Div. of Compensatory Education, Mperations
Branch, Migrant Programs Section—1 GS-15.

Division -of School Assistance in Federal Affected Areas, Pre¢; 2rty and Pro-
gram Contrc! Brauch, Property Certification Section—1 GS-9.

Bureau of Education for the Handicapped, Div. of Educational Services, Media
Services and Captioned Films .sranch—1 GS-15.

Bureau of Adult Voeational and Technical Education, Div. of Adult Educa-
tion Programs, Adult Education Branch—1 GS-14.

Deputy Comm. for Higher Education and International Education. Div. of
student Special Services, Talent Search and Special Services Branch--35 GS-12.

Deputy Comm. for Instructional Resources, Bureau of Educaticual Personnel
Development, Teacher Corps, Programs Branch—1 GS-14.

Division of School Programs, Career Opportunities Branch—1 GS-14; Staff
Development Branch—1 GS-11.

. Black and. Spanish-surnamed stajff employed at branch and division chief levels

1. Paul F. l.awrence GS-15
2. Carol J. Hobson . GS-16
8. Richard L. Fairley cremmme G8-15
4. William J. Holloway GS-15
5. Gilbert L. Delgado : GS-15
6. Morris L. Brown GS-15
7. Orieanna_ C. Syphax GS15
8. Preston Valien GS-16
9. Wille. B. Player GS-16
10. William H. Martin : GS-15
11. Wilton Anderson GS-16
' O




